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UNHCR official freed in N Ossetia: -

French kidnap victim Vincent Cochetel arrived in Geneva from
Moscow on Saturday for an emotional reunion with his family
and his father said his release was "the best Christmas present
we could have had," Reuters says from Geneva.

Cochetel, a 37-ye

ar-old official of the United Natibns Re

Agency UNHCR, was freed on Saturday after 317 days of captiv-

ity by a Russian commando operation which reportedly

left

three of his abductors dead. He was flown from the city
Vladikavkaz in Russia’s North Ossetia republic, where he was
believed to have been held to Moscow and then on to Geneva
aboard a plane sent by French President Jacques Chirac.

Hun Sen armives in Hanoi: cambodian

Prime Minister Hun Sen arrived in Hanol
official visit to Vietnam in advance of amr AS

sterday for an
summit that

will discuss his country's admission into the regional club, AFP

reports from Hanol.

Hun Sen, making his first official visit since beco

ng

prime minister in November, will meet his Vietnamese cotn-

terpart Phan Van Khaim, President Tran Duc Luong
munist Party General Secretary Le Kha Phieu.

and Com-

Chernobyl N-plant to shut by 2000:

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma promised to stand by a
1995 promise to close the Chernobyl nuclear reactor in 2000,
the head of the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD), Horst Koehler, said Saturday, AFP

reports from Kiev.

Koehler said he had Kuchma's clear

ment to close the

lant in line with a memorandum of understanding between
ev and the G7 group of major economic powers.

Mass

ve with 110 found in

ria;

Algerian authorities have discovered the remains of about 110
people believed to be victims of Muslim rebels after two weeks of
excavation in a mass grave near Algiers, the local daily Liberte

said

terday, Reuters reports from Algiers.

e quoted police as saying the excavation in a well in an

d e newspaper said the

Li
0 grove in the Meftah regi

on had been concluded on Satur-
grove had been a base of the armed

Islamic Group (GIA), Algeria's radical guerilla faction.

Salvage effort suspended

Thar Airways crash
death toll 101

SURAT THANI, Thailand,
Dec 13: Forensic experts today
started the gruesome task of
identifying bodies burned be-
yond recognition in the wreck-

e of a Thai Airways Airbus
which crashed into a swamp
lﬂﬂinghlﬂl people, reports AFP.

A huge salvage effort was
suspended tonight after all the
victims were accounted for
when the last charred bodies
were pulled from the wreckage
of the shattered plane.

Forty-five people had a

miraculous escape when the
plane, making a desperate at-
tempt to land in a violent storm
crashed Friday night.
A team of forensic experts
late Saturday examined of
the most badly burned bodies
and decided to send them back
to Bangkok for intensive tests.

The task of identifying the
bodies is complicated by the
fact that identity checks are nor
mandatory on domestic flights,
and passengers were not re-
quired to travel with passports.

At least nine of the dead were
confirmed as foreigners, offi-
cials said.

Thai Airways earlier said 27
foreigners were aboard the

plane.
Salvage workers have re-
trieved both flight recorders

which will be crucial to piecing

together the final moments of
flight TG-261.

Experts from the Thai Air
Force, communications min-
istry and civil aviation de-
partment would carry out an
inquiry, Communications Min-
ister Suthep Thuaugsuban, who
lost a sister in the crash, said.

French aeronautics experts
left France immediately on
hearing of the crash to help

Thai authorities investigate.

They planned to hold a news
gunference in Surat Thani to-

ay. :

suthep warned people not to
jump to the conclusion that the
plane's two pilots, both believed
dead, were at fault. .

The Airbus A 310-200, was
making its third attempt to
land at Surat Thani airport
Friday when it crashed, visibil-
ity was very poor and the area
was bein% lashed by Tropical
Stuni'n ﬂmrﬁ} -

Flight 1 was carrying
132 pasSengers, mainly holi-
daymakers, and 14 crew from
Bangkok to Surat Thani 640
km to the south. |

Around 400 soldiers, police
and civilians laboured all day
Saturday, pulling angled bodies
from the burnt wreck, and sift-
ing through the muddy, waist-
deep water with their bare
hands for corpses.
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India tells US

We can't afford to freeze

our nuclear capabilities

NEW DELHI, Dec 13: India
has told the United States that
it is unable to accede to its de-
mand for freezing its nuclear
capabilities as its minimum de-
terrence will have to remain
contemporary to keep pace with
the changing security environ-
ment, reports [ANS.

Six rounds of negotiations
have been held between Indian
and US officials seeking to nar-
row down differences in percep-
tion following New Delhi's nu-
clear tests in May, but with a
seventh round scheduled here
next month both sides are not
too optimistic about an agree-
ment.

Indian officials say that dif-
ferences in perception between
the two countries remain over
New Delhi's right to missile de-
velopment which Washington
continues to question, even
though it seems to have ac-
cepted India's need for a mini-
mum nuclear deterrent and its
contention that it was not in-
duJ%?g in an arms race.

' e cannot freeze our capa-
bilities for all time to come, es-
pecially in the fast developin

-missile field, senior Indian of-
ficials say.

Suppose the environment

- jpayee's special envoy

changes drastically tomorrow,
we must be prepared, say the
officials who participated in
the talks between Strobe Tal-
bott, US Deputy Secretary of
State, and Jaswant Singh,
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
before he
was appointed External Affairs
Minister last week.

Singh, who confirmed he
would continue to lead the talks
despite his elevated status, told
Parliament that the talks had
resulted in some progress —
which he failed to quantify —
and both sides ho to carry it
forward.

However, Defence Minister
George Fernandes was quoted as
saying earlier in the week that
the talks so far "have not taken
us one step anywhere close to an
understanding”. He said this
was because Washington did not
want India to "stand up”.

"Our position is we will joll
well stand up,” Fernandes sai
while s;‘}ealﬂng to newspersons
at the Yelahanka air base in
southern India.

Officials explain that min-
imum deterrence was a relative
concept in the context of a pre-
vailing security situation and

could not be pre-determined or

remain static. "Our capabilities
have to remain not only con-
temporary to cater to changed
security environment but we
have also to be prepared for cor-
responding changes five to ten
years down the line," the offi-
cial explained in defence of In-
dia's position at the non-prolif-
eration talks.

"The US has to accept that to
have a credible nuclear deter-
rent India will have to main-
tain an active R & D (research
and development) programme,
which cannot remain frozen, to
be able to keep up with devel-
opments of its potential rivals
on both sides,"” said the official.

Indian officials do not tire of
saying that the country's mis-
sile programme is wholly in-

- digenous, unlike that of Pak-

istan which is known to have
dcvclchd with Chinese help.
Every R&D

proFramme doesn't
necessarily evolve into a new

weapons system, they say,
while at the same time it has to
be contemporary enough to
maintain the existing weapons
in a state of readiness to meet
potential threats to the nation's
territory.

At stake are 9,000 km of
coastline, 2.5 million square

kilometres of exclusive eco-
nomic zone and more than 500
island territories.

"While our arsenal will be a
finite arsenal, our capabilitie
cannot be capped at presen
level,” one official asserted. "We
cannot accept a prescription
that will freeze capabilities at
present level. That is our bot-
tomline."”

"And we alone can define our
minimum deterrent. No one
else can define it for us or im-
pose it on us,” the official said.

That India has no intention
of entering an arms race should
be clear from the steps that
have been taken since the tests,
say these officials. First, India
has voluntarily declared a uni-
lateral moratorium on testing:

second, it has efEaged in nego-
tiations on the fissile material
cut-off treaty; and third, it has

offered a no-first-use commit-
ment which Pakistan has re-

fused to reciprocate.

"If we wanted to in an
arms race, why sh we have
engaged in tions (on the

fissile material cut-off treaty)
that will limit the amount of
fissile material and, in effect,
limit the number of warheads
we have.” one official stated.

Clinton has another try at
ME peacemaking

JERUSALEM, Dec 13; After a

_defiant but warm welcome from

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jBamin Netanyahu, US President

ill Clinton is I{'I?dn%}n get the
crisis;]:)lagued ye River peace
a?:-ﬂm back on track, reports
AP.

At a late-night arrival cere-
mony for Clinton Saturday, Ne-
tanyahu said he ho the pres-
ident's visit would "contribute
to true peace."” Again the Israel
leader accused the Palestinians
of ignoring commitments in
peace accords.

Clinton opens talks with Ne-
tanyahu on Sunday and with
Palestinian Il€ader Yasser
Arafat on Monday in the Gaza
Strip.

"Mr President,” Netanyahu
said, speaking in Hebrew. "The
truth has to told. In recent
weeks the Palestinians again
constantly, systematically and
intentionally violated all their
commitments. We are not enti-
tled, not able and not prepared
to forgo fulfillment of those
commitments.”

Netanyahu, who is facing po-
litical turmoil in his hard-line
coalition government, said he
could not accept "a phony peace
on paper” which is "not hon-
oured in practice.”

Since Clinton presided over

its signing in Washington in Oc-

the land-for-security
d broker at

tober,
ment he hel

ye River, Maryland, has hit
one snag after another. Israel

then froze implementation of
the accord altogether, accusi
Arafat of violating the deal an
inciting violent street protests.
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A Palestinian worker puts up American and Palestinian

|

e

flags in Gaza Saturday. US President Bill Clinton is

scheduled to visit Gaza today.

— AP/UNB photo

Clinton said peacemaking
has opened historic opportuni-
ties to Israel. The president said
the United States shares Israel's
concerns about security.

"Peace is not simply an op-
tion among many but the only
choice that can avert still more
years of bloodshed, apprehen-
sion and sorrow. That is why
I'm here.” He said "both sides
now must face the challenge of
implementing Wye."* :

Accompanied by his wife
Hillary and daughter Chelsea.
the president flew from the air-
port on Marine One to
Jerusalem where they will stay
during the three-day trip to Is-
rael and Palestinian territories.

Moments before Clinton's
arrival in [srael, a group of
right-wing demonstrators gath-
ered outside Clinton's
Jerusalem hotel. Israeli police
spokeswoman Linda Menuhin
said police asked the small
gzuup to leave, and thalwene

monstrator who refused was
taken in for questioning.

‘On Monday. the president
will fly to the Palestinian-run
Gaza Strip where he is to be wel-
comed by Arafat with the trap-
pings ol state visit. Clinton's
visit to Gaza is seen by some as
a boost for dreams of Pales-
tinian statehood.

15 killed in rocket
raids on Kabul

KABUL, Dec 13: A rocket
barrage shattered a northern
neighbourhood of Kabul on
Sunday killing at least 15 peo-
ple and wounding scores more,

said eyewitnesses and hospital .

officials, reports AP.

As many as 70 people were
injured when two rockets
blasted Kalai Patula, a con-
gested neighbourhood where at

awn on Sunday three rockets
yhad landed Kkilling a 15-year-
toil:i boy and wounding his fa-
er.

Some of the worst damages
were caused by one rocket that
landed on the road in front of a
moving passengers bus packed
with people, said eyewitnesses.

Taxi drivers in the area
er~"hed the dead and wounded
anZ rushed them to nearby hos-
opii_tala+ ?ri ;he culddg:;lac}} ir:luz:ns

people lay wounded, bleedin
and pﬂading for help. .

Taliban soldiers in pickup
trucks picked up the wounded
and took them to the city’'s hos-
pitals. -

But at the hospitals doctors
and nurses struggFed to treat the
worst with only a small amount
of medicine. In some hospitals
there was no anesthetic and

ainkiling drugs had to be
Em._:ﬁ_l;lt from the market.
e International Red Cross

-from north of the cit

ambulances screamed into the
neighbourhood and hurried the
wounded to the two hospitals
that it supplies with medicines.
In one taxi 7-year-old
Zarmeen wailed and clung to
her mother. The littie girl's le
was broken. Her mother cri
and scolded her daughier Eﬂ}"i[‘tlf
"why did you go outride? I tol

- you stay in the house."

No one took responsibility
for the early morning rocket
barrage, but the rockets came
where
anti-Taliban fighters loyal to
ousted military chief Ahmed
Shah Massood are deployed.

Earlier Sunday as people
slept three rockets slammed
into the same area killing 15-
year-old Zabiullah.

Another rocket landed
nearby destroying a home but
no one was injured, said eye-
witnesses in the area. The third
rocket did not cause any dam-

In recent days there have
been several bouts of heavy
fighting between Massood's
troops and Taliban soldiers at
the front line barely 20 kilome-
tres north of Kabul.

The Taliban, which espouse
a harsh brand of Islamic law,
rule roughly 90 per cent of the
country while their opponents
the remaining 10 per cent.

Experts meet
in Nepal to
find way to
save tigers

KATHMANDU, Dec 13: Envi-
ronmental experts from five
South Asian countries met in
Nepal today to find a way to
save the tigers, reports Reuters.

Government officials and
experts from Bangladesh,

Bhutan, India, Myanmar and
Nepal and the Worldwide Fund
for nature were seeking trans-
border cooperation, conference
delegates said.

At the turn of the century,
there were an estimated 100,
tigers in the wild. Now there are
a maximum 7,000, the most
common of which is Royal Ben-
gal at around 5.000.

The Bali, Javan and Caspian
tigers have all become extinct
in the last 70 years.

"The meeting will focus on
how to conserve the tiger at a
regional level," said Arun Ra-
ﬁuria. an official of the King

ahendra Trust for Nature
Conservation (KMTNC) which
is hosting the meeting at
Sauraha, near the Royal Chit-
wan National Park.

The park, 150-km ,south of
Kathmandu. is home to about
70 of the kingdom's estimated
120 Royal Bengal Tigers.

The tiger is facing threat of
extinction from poachers and

| habitat loss.

|

Americans complain, cheer at
news of impeachment vote

NEW YORK, Dec 13: America
eeted the news that its presi-
ent was one step closer to im-
peachment Saturday with
complaints about partisan poli-
tics, cheers for a co ssional
job well done. and wishes that
the whole thing would disap-
pear, reports AP.

"“They've already made up
their minds that they want to
impeach him," gri Kenneth
Scott, an Oklahoma farmer, af-
ter three articles of impeach-
ment were approved against
President Bill Clinton. The US
House Judiciary Committee
considered a fourth article on
Saturday.

“The people spoke at election
time and [tRe Congress) didn't
listen,” continued Scott, who
complained that the process
has degenerated into a totally
Harﬂsan issue. The vote on the

rst three articles split almost
completely along party. lines.
illie Williams of Phenix
City, Alabama, who was vaca-
tioning in California, echoed
Scott's feelinlgs.

“It's a political thing, that's
what this is all about,”
Williams said. "It's not about
Clinton, it's about Republicans
vs. Democrats.”

But others saw the commit-
tee vote as inevitable, with
Clinton's improper behavior
finally catching up with him.

"At the Christmas party we
went to last night, everyone was
saying the Tellon president is
not going to be able to let this
one slip off," said Rhea Adams,
a 37-year-old Georgia con-
stituent of Republican House
Speaker Newt Gingrich.

lowa teacher Michael Feiss,
Waling along Fifth Avenue in
Manhattan, said there was a
pattern in Clinton's life "Of cut-
ting corners. It's a kind of arro-

that he has.”

In Delaware, gun shop
worker Ronnie Walker hailed
the Friday vote accusing Clin-
ton of perjury before a grand
jury, perjury in the Paula Jones
civil lawsuit and obstruction of
justice.

"He committed perjury,”
Walker said bluntly. "Last |
heard. that's a felony. Just be-
cause he's president doesn't
mean he's above the law."

Denice Willlams, 37, of
Phoenix, a Salvation Army
volunteer, said the president
was li on borrowed time.

"He should have already
been im hed,” she said. "As a
leader, he shouldn't have done
what he did. Whatever happens
to him, he deserves it."

The impeachment proceed-
ings did little to sway the opin-
ions of Clinton's supporters and
detractors.

Clinton Etacker Sharon

Billman, taking a cigarette
break from a day of shn;EEmg at
a Milwaukee mall, said the pro-
cess had gone too far.

"I am a Democrat, so my
view may be a little biased,”
Billman said. "But, when I look
at the situation objectively,
what happened has not jeopar-
dised the country.”

Unlike the 1974 Nixon im-
peachment, which riveted the
nation's attention. the effort to
remove Clinton from office was
ﬁeteﬂ with yawns from some

ericans.

"l am bored with it and want
them to get it over with,” said
Libby Scrivner, a county em-
ployee in Mobile, Alabama.

arlene McElwee, 34, of St.
Louis echoed those sentiments. .

"I've tuned it out because I'm
tired of it," said McElwee. "I
don't think they'll impeach
him. That's not what the people
want.”

Pro-Clinton or anti-Clinton,
most everybody agreed on one
thing: the president had lied.
The only question was whether
impeachment was too harsh a
penalty.

"Once a liar, always. a liar,”
said retiree Leon Eisenman of
President, Pennsylvania. "He
has lost my trust. | cannot trust
that man to negotiate a treaty
for us now."
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Miss France 1999, Mareva Galantier, 19, of the F'rem:ﬁ

overseas territory Tahiti, reacts as she is crowned by
outgoing Miss France Sophie Thalmann in Nancy, France

on Saturday.

— AP/UNB photo

Chocolates, criminals and cops.....

NEW DELHI: It was perhaps not their fault that they bit off
more than they could chew. After all anyone would if chocolates
were the objects of desire. reports IANS.

But if the thieves, who waylaid a truckful of chocolates in

the Indian capital last month, thou

uiet, the Delhi Police had other ideas.
put some of its own canine squad to

success in peace and
With a nose that coul

t they could savour their

shame, the capital's police smelt its way to the hideout and
arrested two of the four involved in the heist.

cartons
how to keep

The li?ullce has also recovered the chocolates — all 300

of them — and this, in turn, has led to another problem:
its hands, and mouth, off the goodies.
hunch that the thieves would try to sell

Acting on a
e loot to big dealers,

the police approached some of the merchants who directed them

to Saeed Khan alias Munna.

Munna's arrest led to that of another culprit, Raj Kumar,
and also to the warehouse where the robbers had stashed away

their sweet loot. Khan and Kumar, who have a long histo

of

crime, are in judicial custody while the other two are still to be
traced, The Indian Express newspaper has reported.
However, the chocolates are proving to be too much of a

lemptation to the policemen guarding them. Says an officer on
duty at the warehouse, "The matter is now with the court so it is

up to the owners to t
possible, Otherwise the

temptation for both us an

and retrieve their goods as soon as
will lie here and be a constant
the rats."

The chocolate truck was waylaid after the thieves persuaded

its driver to give them a lift. The driver was forced to sto

truck approached the Delhi

|
men bundled him into a car, tﬁg

as the

ice headquarters. While three
fourth drove off with the loot.

Cadbury's, the owner of the chocolates, then went to the

police.

More active collection
methods for fitra

SINGAPORE: Bécause o
wnrklnf
Counci

nly 9 per cent of Singapore's 120,000
Muslims pay fitra or tithes, the Islamic Religious
will launch an advertising camp

and more active

collection methods, according to a report published Sunday,

reports AP,

Tithe collectors will visit wealthy Muslim households,
instead of waiting for them to come to the mosque to pay, The

Sunday Times

d, quoting Singapore's mufti, Syed
Broadcasts and newspaper ad

Isa Semait.
vertisements will encourage

Muslims to pay, mosques will sponsor talks and exhibitions on
tithing, and from December 21, brochures will be mailed to the

147, Muslim households.

“The payment is an obligation that is still very

neglected

among many Muslims," said Mohammad Effendi Basri, the
council's finance manager. “This neglect is so apparent that
there is a need for a campaign to educate them about this

r:llﬂluus obligation.”

e said the council hopes to increase the number of tithing

Muslims from 11,000 to

000 or 40,000 and to bring in an

additional 8 million Sinﬁapﬂrre dollars (84.87 millfon) next

year. This year, the tit

dollars ($ 5.42 million).
The council has fixed the tithe this year at 3.25 Sin

apore
dollars ($1.98) per person. That is the aver:glf price of 2.% Eg?uf
rice, the amount a Singapore Muslim is r
each month.

es totalled 8.9 million Singapore

oned to consume

Fresh violence erupts
in N Ireland

LONDONDERRY, Northern
Ireland, Dec 13: Catholic mili-
tants burned at least eight vehi-
cles and threw gasoline bombs
at police lines Saturday after
angry Protestants marched
down a restricted route through
Londonderry, reports AP.

Riot police clad in flak jack-
ets, helmets and shields pre-
vented either side from getting
into contact with the other and
as a result came under attack
from both sides. They arrested
three people — two Catholics,
one Protestant — but reported
no serious injuries.

Earlier, some of the Protes-
tant marchers from the Ap-
prentice Em},;s fraternal group
clashed wit
vented them from parading a
second time into the central
square of the predominantly
Catholic city.

A government-appointed
commission supposed to min-
imise trouble over traditional
Protestant marches ruled this
week that the march could pass
through the central square,
called the Diamond, in the
morning but not in the after-
noon.

When the marchers passed

in the morning, Catholic

lice who pre--

" honour of 1

youths shouted abuse and threw
stones and bottles from a
nearby street.

The senior police comman-
der on the scene, Assistant
Chief Constable Alan McQuil-
lan, noted that "people on both
sides were determined to cause
trouble,”

“We tried to retain an atmo-
sphere of normalcy today but
unfortunately that was impos-
sible," McQuillan said. .

The march commemorates
the start of the 1688-89 siege of
Londonderry by the forces of
King James II, a Catholic. Each

ear it ends with the ritual
urning of an effigy represent-
ing Lundy, the compromising
commander of Londonderry's
Protestant garrison who rec-
ommended handing over con-
trol of the city to James. To this
day, a favoured Protestant term
of abuse is to call someone a
Lundy.

In August, the Apprentice
Boys march to commem-
orate the Protestants' 1tri-
umphant end of the siege. It,
too, often triggers street vio-
lence. The group is named in
teenage ap tice
workers who bolted the gates of
the walled city in the face of
James' forces.

Astronaut Jerry Ross, attached to space shuttle Endeavour's robot arm, right, and as-
tronaut James Newman, left, pose for a picture after attaching a tool bag to the side of the
International Space Station Saturday, in this image from television. .

— AP/UNB photo-

All set to

SPACE CENTRE, Houston,
Dec 13: Astronauts planned to
disconnect the seven-storey
Endeavor space station from
the shuttle on Sunday and send
it into orbit, a day after they
lashed a toolbox to its outside
and fixed a jammed antenna,

reports AP.

Working nearly 402 kilome-
tres above Earth, Jerry Ross
and James Newman | out a
60-by-60 centimetre bundle
contai wrenches, ratchets,
clamps, bars, foot loops, and

other tools,

They attached the package to
the top of Unity, the can-
made side of the station.

On Sunday afternoon they
were to disconnect the 35-ton
complex from the s shuttle
and allow it to float into orbit,

“We've come a long way,"
commander Robert Cabana ob-
served.

The toolbox looked like a
picnic cooler. .

"I'm hungry, what's in the re-

frigerator?" joked Newman.
"Nothing edible,” Ross
replied.
The tools will be used by fu-
ture spacewalkers. The next
construction team goes up in

Maﬁb

ss turned his attention to
the stuck Russian antenna after
completing a check of the cables
He and Newman installed ear-
lier in the week and disconnect-

ing other cables no longer.

needed.

Armed with a three-metre
pole, Ross was hoisted on the
end of the shuttle robot arm up
to Zarya, the Russian-built con-
trol module stacked atop Unity.
He kept his distance as he poked
the antenna, the same method
that Newman used to fix an-

other jammed antenna during

No 2 on Wednesday.
Ross tapped the stuck an-
tenna, then jiggled it, then
tapped it again and again. After
several minutes and dozens of
pokes, the antenna finally shot

put Unity into orbit

out to its tull 130 centimetres.

The two roll-out antennas
failed to open properly follow-
ing last month's launch of
Zarya.

nce that was done, the

spacewalkers shimmed to the
tiptop of Zarya and did the Rus-
sians another favour by fixing a
loose panel.

Ross was extra careful this
time not to lose anything. Two
tools fnt away from him during
Monday's spacewalk, and a

thermal cover floated away dur-
ing Wednesday's outing.

"I don't have the slightest
idea what happened,” Ross told
a TV interviewer late Friday.

NASA estimates 159 more
‘spacewalks will be needed over
the next five years to build and
maintain the international
space station, which eventuall
will stretch as long as a football
field. Most of the spacewalks
will be conducted by Ameri-
cans.

Mahathir warns at UMNO assembly

Foreign powers trying to
recolonise Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13:
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohammad on Sunday
warned against attempts by
foreign s to recolonise the
country through the use of
"puppets” amid cracks in the
ruling party, reports AFP.

~"They (the foreign powers)
are searching for a credible
sluugﬁ. when they have identi-

fied their stooge, they would use
person to

he

the weaknesses in the
control the individual.”
warned.

Mahathir, 73, who has ruled
Malaysia for 17 years, said the
foreign power expect their
stooge to cw:ntualhlz' "take over
the :adcralll_g: of Malaysia was
obey their orders.”

I¥|e made the remarks at the
Untied Malays National Organ-

isation (UMNO) special general
assembly here’ attended by

about 1,900 delegates. The as-
sembly is to amend the party
constitution in a bid to heal a
split. _

"It can be clearly seen that
attempts to colonies the nation
haVe already been made." he
said.

Mahathir also said foreign
owers hoped to destroy
alaysia by creating disunity

and rifts among Muslims
through various means.

"At the outset, Muslims are
disunited thrnlugh l}l;lt use of :le
ligion b e with an nda.
I'E the r};ralsrcmﬂlz::f Islam, lthEMus—
lims are in enmity with the
Muslims,” he said.

UMNO, the largest Muslim
arty with more than 2.4 mil-
ion members, is the dominant
roup in the ruling national
ont coalition which has gov-

ermed the country for 41 years.




