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Those Jems of Men I Remember Today

by Tawfiq Aziz Khan

th d h f

L ay the jems o
society fell vietims to the

occupation army and their

local lackeys. Not all of them -

were murdered on the same day
but l4th of December is
solemnly observed in me

of the brilliant sons an
daughters of this country every
year. Hundreds of such
innocent men and women —
| doctors, engineers, lawyers,
teachers. journalists and other
professional leaders were mas-
sacred just before the country’'s
liberation. The primary objec-
tive of the enemy was to make
the emerging nation a beod
without brain, without intel-
lect, without conscience. And in
this abhorring act of appalling
brutality the connivance of the
occupation forces with the 'lo-
cal guards’ was alleged by many
who lost their dear and near
ones. One example is the disap-
pearance of Zahir Raihan on 30
January 1972.

Among the martyred were
some very near to my heart and
had a profound influence on
me. | am lucky to have lived in
their company for a consider-
able period of time. | owe them
my gratitude, 1 owe them a piece
of my heart.

Many of us knew Munier
Choudhury by name before we
enrolled ourselves at the Dhaka
University. In those days he
was known for his brilliance as
a student and a teacher and for
his fleasing personality.
Equally proficient in Bangla
and English literature Munier
Choudhury's involvement in
the language movement of 1952
is still recalled by his contem-
poraries. He was jailed for his
part in the movement. He came
put with a one-act play written
inside the jail that became a
part of his le%{ac to the Ban-

alee nation. 'Kabor’ might not
the high point of his versatile
career, but it was certainly the
reflection of the ethos of a
nation in grief. As a fresher in
the university I was privileged
to have been selected in the role
of the Guard of Kabor staged by
the Central Students Union in

1956 at the Curzon Hall stage. .

Like me, many of my friends
came in contact with Munier
Bhai. He was a soft-spoken,
unassuming personality with a
strong sense of humour. His
love for dramatics was ve
distinct. He would not only di-
rect plays but act as a l!:l)rumpter
during rehearsals; such was the
intensity of his love for and
commitment to this form of
performin

CF art.

He had always been a con-
noisseur of good things in life.
Knew how to appreciate others

the sad —_

for their particular qualities
and always was a good listener
— a great quality that could not
be found in Flent today. Mu-
nier Bhai believed in plain liv-
ing and high thinking without
being too ambitious.

As a teacher he was superb

and though he did his masters

K,
o !

Munier Choudhury
in Bangla after he had done it in

English literature Munier Bhai
had special fascination for
teaching his mother tongue at
the university. His translations
and adaptations from GBS and
Galsworthy were pure jems of
Bangla literature. Had he been

alive today society, literature
and the profession of teaching
would have been so much the
richer.

Serajuddin Hossain was one
of the top journalists of his
time. From a modest beginning
in journalism Seraj Bhai tra-
versed a long way to reach the
top of the ladder as the News Ed-
itor of the prestigious and pow-
erful The Dainik Ittefaqg. As
members of the Press Club we
used to bump into each other
fairly regularly. Seraj Bhai,
unlike myself, was not a mem-
ber of the Card Room of the
Club. Hence he t most of his
time downstairs sipping a cup
of tea and enjoying himself in
the company of professional
friends and colleagues.

In the early sixties we had
five major newspapers in
Dhaka, three of them — [ttefaq,
Sangbad and Azad in Bangla
and Pakistan Observer and
Morning News in English. Press
Club bei
for journalists only had a small
number of members. Those who
were social types came to the
club almost everyday and Seraj
Bhai was one of them. Thin but
not sickly, he used a pair of
¢lasses and always had that
smile at the corner of his lips.
Usually soft-spoken, he would

a professional club

not hesitate to raise his voice
when necessary, specially with
Ehtesham Haider Choudhury,
M R Akhter Mukul and K A
Taleb — his colleagues at Itte-

%m. A lovable character, Seraj

hai always appreciated good
things of life, lived a clean life.
Always happy and smiling he

g

Serajuddin Hossain

had a tremendous reputation as
a brilliant translator and tow-
ering news editor of the most
influential daily.

I remember an occasion
when Seraj Bhai took me aside
and confided that Bhabi was in
the family way. He was craving
for a daughter after six sons.
But God disposed otherwise. It

ained me a lot when | saw his
amily evicted from their house
in New Eskaton Road in the mid
80's. Had this powerful journal-
ist been alive. the prolession

. would have been richer because

he had much to offer. He was
called out from his house on the
night of December 10, only six
days before the country was to
be fully liberated. And he did
not return neither his body
could be recovered, till today.

It was during early sixties
that Zahir Raihan released the
first Cinemascope movie of
Pakistan. The film titled Ba-
hana was featuring Kobori. It
was shot mainly in Karachi.
Zahir was always bubbling with
ideas and quest for something
new, something extraordinary
was the main driving force be-
hind this talented film-maker.
Before the release of Bahana, a

¥
preview was arranged for guests
and newspapers at a local the-
atre in the old town. I attended
on behalf of The Pakistan Ob-
server

At the theatre | saw a
medium-built (by our stan-
dards) gentleman,
dressed, wearing a pair of
stylish glasses. sporting an in-
telligent smile, sitting a Enu%le
of seats away from me in the
same row at the first floor. As
the projection started the gen-

smartly

tleman straightened up in his
seat and focused himself in-
tensely on the screen. In the
darkness of the theatre | could
see his bright eyes through the
lenses of my glasses as | occa-
sionally looked askance at
him. He was thoroughly enjoy-
ing himself and did not hide his

—— q!_;__.

Shahidullah Kaiser

enthusiasm and appreciation
for certain scenes and dia-
logues. At the interval we met at
the lobby and he was kind
enough to introduce himself as
Shahidullah Kaiser, an assis-
tant editor of The Sangbad and
more importantly (at least for
me). the elder brother of the
Eaker of the film. Zahir Rai-
arl.

From that day till the turbu-
lent times of '71. I had the op-
portunity to socialise with
Kaiser Bhai on a number of oc-
casions. He was not my friend
actually but not an acquain-
tance either, By virtue of his se-
niority in every respect of the
term Kaiser Bhai maintained a
relation that was proper but at
the same time warm and hos-
pitable, He was a great table-
tennis addict and used to play

ainst Khatib Bhai, Nooruddin
Bhai and his contemporaries at
the ground floor of the old Press
Club hui]dinﬁ. We could hear
his voice as he appreciated a
good shot of his opponent. He
was always laughing, talking.
He was so full ot life, so
sprightly, so buoyant. There
was hardly any dull moment in
his company. He was a leftist, a
believer in equalilz of all hu-
man beings — rich and poor,
men and women. Yet he was far
removed from the common
man's idea of a leftist. Kaiser
Bhai knew how to appreciate a
good thing, a good quality in a

rson and was always eager to

end his helping hand for a good

cause. Men of such mirth and

vigour, warmth and passion

are a vanishing breed these

days. Society is poorer in his
ce.

Upgradation of National Productivity

Strategy for Technological Progress

by ABM S Zahur

The development of science and technology is an across-the-board task. It is also a serious, long term and
painstaking job. Along the way there will be obstacles. Nevertheless it may confidently be assumed that with the
well concerted and coordinated efforts of government, academic institutions and the private sector, attainment

af rﬂmarkab_fe Ifchﬂﬂfﬂsiﬂﬂf progress is Eas:ib!e.

defined in terms of the
efficiency with which
inputs are transformed into
- useful outputs within the
Emductinn process. It has
ecoine a major issue in recent
years. It is becoming widely
recognised that productivity is a
major factor in many ol the
problems of current public
concern, such as economic
growth, unemployment, infla-
tion, the distribution of income
and international competitive-
ness.

We do not have any clear pic-
ture about the steps taken by the
ﬁuvﬂmmtnts since indepen-

ence 27 years back, though we
have an organisation and at
times we hear about seminars
particularly sponsored jointly
with government by the Asian
Productivity Organisation. One
thing about which we are clear
is that Bangladesh has one of
the lowest productivity rate in
the world. Thus it may be con-
sidered as important by the
government if it aspires for a
rapid economic growth. This
needs popularising the notion
of productivity among our -
ple andl the commercial and in-
dustrial enterprises. Its ur

has incr:aﬂcdﬂpbmauu withmgﬂltcg
substantial improvement in
productivity Bangladesh will
not be able to attain higher eco-

P RODUCTIVITY is generally

nomic growth.
it has now y been ac-
cepted that technological

s is the most important
source of future economic vital-
ity and social progress for de-
velci]pi cgﬂlintriﬂs. The term
‘technological progress’ encom-
passes a number of interrelated
activities includi basic re-
search, research, devel-

opment of commercial feasibil-
ity, innovation and diffusion of

innovation. Technological
progress enables the econom
to p new or improv

commeodities and services, and
also more of previously pro-

duced commodities and services

using existing productive re-
sources. New techno has
um- tandards of the
ing living s s
ple. A vast number of products
or pr processes in gen-
eral use today were not avail-
able a century ago e g. televi-
sion, antibiotics, jet engines,
etc.
ince 1900 technological

change has been the primary
source of the rising standard of

the le. Many studies at-
tribute between one third and
one half of the growth of real
per capita income to technolog-
ical change. Only the improved

ﬂgglity of labour force is re-

nsible for a large part of

economic growth

While mdcptrfdcnt investors

have traditionally been associ-
ated with developing new tech-

t source to ris-

nologies, technological
prnircss also emerges as people
work with and improve the best
existing technology. An engi-
neer examining blueprints may
rceive a more efficient way to
ink two processes. A worker
who operates a complex indus-
trial machine may make sug-
gestions to improve the next
eneration of such machines.

e history of ship building is a
classic example of such learn-
ing by doing.

Technological progress may
be divided into five phases —
basic research. fundamental re-
search, testing and refinement
stage, pioneer plant stage and
diffusion of technology stage.
Basic research includes studies
of the fundamental elements
and processes of the universe.
At the second stage the re-
searchers and engineers strive
to apply basic knowledge to the
solution of some particular
problem or need. Once an appli-
cable idea is proven in a labora-
tory setting, it still must go
through testing and refinement
in the third stage. The combina-
tion of these three phases is

opularly labeled R&D
research and development).

Realising the fruits of inno-
vation requires a fourth phase
— full scale u plant.
This pioneer t must be sup-
ported by capital investment,
access to raw materials, labour,
power, marketing facilities and
of course consumer demand for
the output. The sumtotal of
these actions is known as inno-

: vation.

The fifth phase is the diffu-
sion of the innovation
throughout the economy. This
stage consists of ina
succession of other plants and
firms the muct- and pro-
cesses that proved success-
ful in a pioneer plant.

An rate of techno-
logical progress in industry is
essential to achieving a nation's
economic and social objectives.
While techno al innovation
can contribute y to future
economic strength, business
confidence in the future of the
economy is a prerequisite for
an adequate level of private
investment in the longer term,
high risk ventures that lead to
innevation and its diffusion
throughout the economy.

and uncertain rates of
inflation have severely con-
strained the nation's real eco-
nomic growth. Productivity can
be significantly increased
thr more rapid application
of advanced technol in in-
dustrial processes. In fact
higher investment in the econ-
::miy'u productive base may re-
sult in rapid technological

ng in mind the resource
limitation of Bangladesh the
following strategies may be

—

"member o

Lﬂcncral

considered for its science and
technology programme:

» Strengthen the leadership
of the t in the devel-
opment of science and technol-
ogy, formulate integrated long
term development plans in cru-
cial areas, provide adequate
funds for research and devel-
opment by the government and
industry, and effect close coop-
eration among government
agencies, academic institutions
and industry;

e lmprove science, and tech-
nology education, reinforce
manpower resources, and as-
sure them effective use;

* Improve the environment
of R&D in science and technol-

¢ Strengthen the interdisci-

plinary integration and protect
ment of R&D in science
and technology:

+ Systematically import rel-
evant new technologies and ef-
fectively transplant for future
development;

* Promote international
technical cooperation and en-
courage joint research pro-
gramme;

* Achieve improved public
awareness of the importance of
developing science and tech-
nology.

The existing BCSIR
(Bangladesh Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research)
does not appear to be making
any significant contribution to
the industrial advancement of
Bangladesh. In fact the present
role of the organisation is an
example of wastage of highly

skilled manpower. material
and money. To make its exis-
tence more meaningful and use-
ful for a poor and underdevel-
ﬂ}g)ed country like Bangladesh
the organisation may be up-
graded into an industrial tech-
nology research institute. At
the initial stage it may have the
following objectives:

(a) To promote R&D in both
public and private industries,
i.e., to enhance the competitive
power of existing industries by
improving and developing
products and strengthening
their own R&D capabilities
through industrial services and
joint research products;

(b} Tu develop and acquire
new technologies;

lc} To develop natural re-
sources i.e., to explore mineral
resources and to develop non-
conventional energy resources;

(d) To assist in solving major
industrial technological prob-
lems confronting the govern-
ment, and to assist in solvin
technological problems face
by industry.

The development of science
and technology is an across-
the-board task. It is also a seri-
ous, long term and painstaking
job. Along the way there will be
obstacles. Nevertheless it may
confidently be assumed that
with the well concerted and co-
ordinated efforts of govern-
ment, academic institutions
and the private sector, attain-
ment of remarkable technolog-
ical progress is possible.

author is a retired Joint

Secretary (Retd).

Pabna-2 By-election

Imposed Peace, Exposed Irregularities

by Nurul Kabir

The rufing;;;ty c;:

didate would have won the polls, may be by a lesser margin, even E’ there was no

irregularities... But what is more important for the nation is to do away with the loopholes
surfaced once again in the by-elections.

O arrest, no clash
N between rival parties, no

postponement of voting
at any centre. Given the
country's political culture, one
could not have expected a more
peaceful election.

But the election-day peace at
the Pabna-2 constituency of the
Jatiya Sangsad did not stem
from a rational understanding
of democratic elections by the
political parties concerned: it
was rather imposed
tion Commission.

Thirty
them armed and eight with ba-
tons — at each centre and forty
mobile units of armed police
and border guards were de-
ployed across the constituency,
while two companies — each
157-member strong — of army
were stationed at two thana
headquarters — Sujanagar and
Bera. Besides, 130 magistrates
including 81 at all the 81 cen-
tres, 81 presiding officers, 402
assistant
804 polling officers were there
to conduct polling.

With such a huge daéflanent
otficers

of law keepers, judici

and election officials in a con-
stituency, it is only natural that
trouble-makers would not dare
to break law. And if it is so, the
EC might need to think about
haling the next general elec-
tions in a staggered manner,
considering the size of the law
enforcing agencies needed to
‘impose’ peace in an area domi-

nated by a typical undemocratic

political culture.

Peace was there indeed. But
an important question for us, a
nation striving to devise a leak-
proof electoral system. also re-
mains — whether the election

* was free and fair.
To get the answer one has to
see whether certain universally

required components of a free

and fair election were present at
different stages of the polls in

by the Elec-

policemen — 20 of

presiding officers and

question. There is no scope for
taking an isolated look at the
election day incidents and say
;;_hat the polling was fair or un-
air,

No democratic mind of the
world would call an election
fair, if influence of money —
black or white — is there in the
polling process. In our case,
even Chief Election Commis-
sioner Abu Hena believes that
the candidates do not keep their
election expenses within the
le%ail}r imposed ceiling of Tk
3,00,000 interview with The
Daily Star, published on De-
cember 7), The major con-
tenders in the present case were
not exceptions. Clear signs were
there that both the Awami
Lea%ue and BNP have spent 10
‘0 15 times the legally fixed
imount. Both of them have
even distributed among the vot-
ers money
worth

ditures.
Neutrality of the adminis-
tration is a crucial component

of fair election. But this was ab-
sent in the Pabna-2 by-elec-

tions. On an investigation, the
EC found the Deputy Commis-
sioner, in other words the Re-

tu Officer for the by-elec-

tions,
erning

iased towards the gov-
party. He was replaced

by the Additional District Mag-
istrate., an officer sub-ordinate
to the DC, only a couple of days

before the polls.
Change of Returnin

is a good example of the EC's

sincerity to ensure neutral

polling. But who would repair,
and how, the damages already

done to the interests of the op-

osition candidates over the
argest part of the electioneer-
ing process since annournce-
schedule? Be-
have no reason
to believe that the ADM would
dare to go against the DC's de-

ment of pollin
sides, one coul

and other goods
much more than the
amount legally fixed for polling

officer

sire, especially when the DC
was still in charge of the district
administration. While dis-
charging his responsibilities as
returning officer, it is very dif-
ficult for the ADM to forget that
the DC will write his ACR
(Annual Confidential Report). It
is perhaps time that the EC re-
viewed the electoral rules con-
cerned.

The EC's concern over the
ministers’ active involvement
in the electoral campaign also
Bmved genuine in the Pabna-2

-elections. Contrary to
claims made in public, they
have substantially used the
ministerial powers to influence
the elections. Tapes of the pub-
lic speeches show that the min-
isters have repeatedly told the
people that the government
would provide adequate devel-
opment projects and civic
amenities to the constituency,
provided they vote for the rul-
ing party candidate., If not
black-mailing. this is a clear
case of influencing voters by us-
ing their executive power. This
is a gross violation of the coun-
try's electoral laws, rules and
code of conduct, while such
ministerial gestures are bound
to stand in the ways of free and
fair elections.

Replying to the EC'S con-
tention over the ministers’ ac-
tive involvement in the polls,
one of them told the press that
as a politician, he must be al-
lowed to discharge his organi-
sational responsibility in the

olls. All right. but what about

is constitutional obligation to
run the affairs of the govern-
ment as a minister. For the
elections, the minister con-
cerned was absent from his of-
fice for more than three weeks.

The ministers' claim that
they have been campaigning in
the polls as private individuals
was not a full truth. It is true
that most of the time they used

their personal cars, but evi-
dence show, they did not fail to
manage government transports
for those managing elections on
behalf of the ruling party can-
didate. This is clear discrimi-
nation against the opposition
candidates.

Obstructing voters to enter
Fulling centres is a clearly de-
ined violation of electoral
rules, But the violation was
very much there in a few centres
of Sujanagar thana. It was the
ruling party activists who phys-
ically obstructed the opposition
supporters to enter the polling
stations, while the law-keepers
posted in and around the cen-
tres remained inactive.

Given the number of voters
registered with the centres, it
would not have changed the
polling results had there been
no such intimidation. But is
this a testimony of free and fair
polling ?

The addition of 19, 267 vot-
ers in the electoral roll is an-
other riddle yet to be solved. It
is only natural for us that the
number of voters would in-
crease while updating the voters
list. But more than 19 thousand
new voters in a constituency in
less than three years time?

If we are not wrong, the expe-
rience of our extensive visits
across the constituency gives us
impression that the ruling
party candidate would have
won the polls, may be by a
lesser margin, even if there was
no irregularities stated above.
But what is more important for
the nation is to do away with
the loopholes surfaced once
again in the by-elections. It is
"necessary for a leak-proof elec-
toral system.

The writer is a senior re-
porter of The Daily Star who
covered the parliamentary by-
elections in the Pabna-2 con-
stituency. :

In the past decade Rupert Murdoch has
emerged as one of the world's most
powerful multimedia barons and his power
1s only likely to grow with the launch of
digital television. Gemini News Service .
examines the empire that Rupert built.
Daya Kishan Thussu writes from
London

HE onset of the much-

typed digital media age

brings its own paradox:
the promise of broadcastin
choice, with a multiplicity o
TV channels an much
improved picture and sound
quality, co-exists with an
alarming trend towards media
monopoly.

So who holds the power to
control and deliver digital pro-
gramming? At the top of the list
is someone who is already one
of the world's most powerful
media gatekeepers. the Aus-
tralian-born media tycoon Ru-
pert Murdoch.

[t was Murdoch's British Sky
Broadcasting (BSkyB) that
launched the so-called digital
revolution in Britain in early
November with Sky Digital — a
multiple-channel subscription
service. Early indications show
that in the ensuing battle for
supremacy in the lucrative digi-
tal market. Sky has an edge
over its rival OnDigital, a con-
sorfium of British television
companies such as Carlton and
British and Japanese commer-
cial banks.

Murdoch's domination of
the potentially huge digital
market has generated unease
among media analysts, who
fear that the new technology
will enhance his already con-
siderable clout in Britain,
where he also owns the presti-
gious Times newspaper and the
Sun, the scandal tabloid that is
Britain's largest selling daily

per.

This was reinforced in late
November when Murdoch an-
nounced that he was expanding
his media empire into conti-
nental Europe by creating a Eu-
ropean subsidiary of News Cor-
poration, the pglobal media

oup that he controls. News «

orp Europe would be run from
Milan by Letizia Moratti, the
former chairperson of I[talian
state broadcasting group RAL

(Satellite

The choice of Milan as head-
cluartera Is interesting. as Mur-
doch realises that a soccer-
crazy country would be a good
springboard to consolidate his
interests in the growing televi-
sion market in Europe. His
BSkyB — now Europe's most
profitable broadcaster — made
much of its money by cornering
the rights to lelecast top foot-
ball matches live,

In previous unsuccessful at-
tempts to expand into the pay-
television market in Europe, I'\;e
tried to acquire Mediaset from
Silvio Berlusconi, the Italian
media tycoon who used his tele-
vision channels to get elected as
Prime Minister of Italy before
being prosecuted on corruption

ch S.

a‘{ﬁﬁcn: are two great markets
in the world — one is North
America and the other is Eu-
rope,” Murdoch told the Finan-
cial Times. "They are almost
equal in size and you cannot
ﬁlubalise a company without

aving some major activities in
Europe.”

For News Corp, the US re-
mains the prime market, ac-
cﬂunun%-fnr more than 70 per
cent of the firn's earnings. And
television is central to Mur-
doch’'s media interests, with
News Corp earning 35 per cent
of its income from television,
followed by 25 per cent in news-
papers and 22 per cent in maga-
zines, In the IE his Fox net-
work is already well-estab-
lished, producing such interna-
tional television hits as the X
Files and The Simpsons, and
giving the three traditional
networks — CBS, NBC and ABC
— a run lor their money.

In Latin America, Murdoch's
Sky network has agreements
with Televisa, the Mexican
television giant. And his STAR
elevision Asian Re-
gion) network spans across the
world's most populous conti-
nent, having a prominent posi-

OME time ago, the United
S Nations has announced a
new policy establishing
eighteen as the minimum age
for UN peacekeepers. The
change has been hailed by
human rights organisations
across the world. They have
described the change as a
significant step towards a new
international consensus to end
the use of child soldiers. No one
under the age of eighteen should
take part in war, whether as
part of a national army, an
armed up?usitiun group, or a
a UN peacekeeping

mission.

Existing international stan-
dards to keep children out of
armed conflict are completely
inadequate. This new policy is a
major step forward. Announc-
ing the new policy adopted at
the 4th Committee of the Gen-
eral Assembly, Mr Bernard
Miyet, the Under-Secretary-
for Peacekeeping,
stated that contributing gov-

Child Soldiers

by M. A. Obaydullah

ernments were asked not to
send military observers and
civilian police younger than
twenty-five years of age. and
that other peacekeeping troops
should preferably be at least
twenty-one, and definitely not
younger than eighteen. Human
rights organisations have urged
national governments to reflect
the new UN policy in their do-
mestic legislation. The use of
child combatants has become
one of the most devastati -
pects of contemporary warfare.

National governments
should be doing everything pos-
sible to stop this horrible prac-
tice. Raising their enlistment
age to eighteen is one important
move. e latest research on
child soldiers estimates that
more than three lakh children
under 18 years of age are fight-
ing in armed conflicts around

- the world. Although existing

in-
ternational law allows the re-
cruitment of children as young
as fifteen, there is a growing
demand to raise the minimum
age to eighteen.

The Convention on the
Rights of the Child, now ratified
by nearly every country in the
world, defines a child as anyone
who is under eighteen years of
age and entitled to special care
and protection. In June this
year, leading human rights or-

anisations and international
GOs launched a new Coalition
to Stop the Use of Child Sol-
diers that seeks to raise the
minimum age for military re-
cruitment and participation in
armed conflict from lifteen to
eighteen, thruu%h an optional
protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child. )

A UN working group man-

_ﬁ

The United Nations Bans Use of

dated to draft such an optional
protocol so far has failed to
reach agreement on a text, de-
spite fnmcars of negotiations.
e United States, m.tlEportgd by
a small number of other states,
has vigorously opposed an eigh-
teen-year minimum for either
military recruitment or partic-
ipation in armed conflict, de-
spite the fact that as one of the
only two countries that has
failed to ratify the Convention
on the ts of the Child, it
would not even be eligible to
join the optional protocol. On
June 29, following a special UN
Security Council debate. the
Council issued a presidential
statement con the tar-
of children in armed con-
ct. A treaty establishing an
International’ Criminal Court
(ICC) gave the court the author-
ity to prosecute the conscrip-
tion and use of children under
the age of fifteen in hostilities
as a war crime.

~ Murdoch — the Making of a Digital Dictator?

Murdoch'

edia empire

INTERACTIVE

US: Fox television network, 22 cable stations, film studio

20th Century Fox, New York Post, Harper-Collins publishers,

TV Guide magazine-

ASIA: Star TV, Star Sports (4 Asian channels), Channel V
(4 Asian music channels) Star Movies (9 Asian channels),

China’s Phoenix channel

Japan Sky Broadcasting, stake in India’s Zee network and

LATIN AMERICA: TV channels El Canal Fox and Fox
Sport Noticias, stake in Latin Sky Broadcasting

EUROPE: The Times, British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB),
stake in Germany's Vox channel "

AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND: Newspapers and TV
channels, FoxTel, stake in New Zealand's Natural History Unit

tion in China where he has
stakes in Phoenix, the Man-
darin-language channel, and in
India, where he partly owns Zee
TV, the country's most popular
Hindi-language private chan-
nel. Surinder Singh Gill the
former head of India's televi-
sion advisory board, calls Ru-

t Murdoch in "international

uccaneer.”

All of this makes News Corp
one of the world's largest media
empires, truly global in its
reach and influence. But what
distinguishes it from its rivals

such as Time-Warner and Dis-
ney Corporation, is the fact that
it is the only one created, built
and dominated by one man —
Murdoch, the 67-year old
chairman and chief executive
officer of News Corp.

Murdoch has shown a stag-
geringly sure touch in dealing
with the media and entertain-
ment business. His risk-talgng
attitude combined with a deep
knowledge of the media indus-
tries and an uncanny ability to
feel the popular pulse, accounts.
for this extraordin success,

in the US, he shocked the
television world acquirin
NFL broadcast rights for $1.
billion. And in summer 1998 he
bid just over $1 billion for
Manchester United, Britain's
most popular and profitable
[untbaH club. By acquiring a
foothold in European soccer, he
will strengthen his position to
bid for broadcasting rights on

live matches. His business

acumen has obviously shown
success, with News Corp's rev-
enues gro steadily from $8
billion in 1993 to nearly $13
billion in 1998.
Parallel to his business
acumen is Murdoch's very
atic political agenda. De-
spite being critical of US bi
business for decades, he too
US citizenship in 1984 to evade
government regulations on
media ownership. He withdrew
the BBC World Service televi-
sion from the northern beam of
his STAR network alter the
Chinese government criticised
BBC's coverage of the country,

Murdoch's press solidly
backed Margaret Thatcher,
supporting her efforts to de-
stroy trade unions, and his
popular newspapers, such as the
Sun and the News of the World,
redefined the boundaries of
taste. Sky TV let to the tabloidi-
sation of what used to be one ot
the world's best television sys-
tems. The profits that he earned
from thijs venture helped him
subsidise his newspapers after
he began a vicious newspaper
price war, threatenin% the di-
versity of the press in Britain,

So important is Murdoch's
support perceived as begin Lhat
Prime Minister Tony Blair has
to keep him in good humour —-
the Sun’s support for Blair,
some say, was critical in
Eabour's 1997 election victory.-
In fact, a recent survey deemed
Murdoch the second-most pow-
erful man in Britain, second
only to Blair. |

is grnwin% political influ-
ence as a multi-media mogul
and is extensive control of both
information software

(programime contents) and

hardware {satellite and other
delivery systems) makes Mur-
doch a hugely powerful global
actor. And since he is one of the
first to realise the commercial
importance of digital televi-
sion, investing a at deal of
money to get it off the ground,
his media empire is most likely
to dominate the digital globe.
So much power in one indi-
vidual cannot but be dangerous.
He can dictate the global media
agenda, driven by profit mo-
tives. Who will contest this
'‘Murdochisatoin’ of the media?
What will happen to the public
service role of the media?
Murdoch's business rival
Summer Redstone of Viacom,
once remarked: "Rupert wants
to rule the world, and he seems
to be doing it." Will the digital
revolution facilitate further ex-
pansion and consolidation of
the empire that Rupert built?

The writer teaches journal-
ism and international commu-
nication at Britain’s Coventry
University.



