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Repaying the Debt

Over the past 27 years, observance of Martyred
Intellectuals' Day has come to mean different
things to different people. For some, it is a day of
grief: for many, it is a day of rage, when the emo-
tions boil up at the thought of the genocide that was
unleashed on the people of this land; for others, the
day comes as another reminder that the perpetra-
tors of the genocide have never been brought to jus-
tice; for the nation as a whole, it is a day of resolve,
an occasion to take a renewed vow to establish the
kind of society that these intellectuals dreamt of,
the society that the Pakistanis and their fascist
henchmen tried to snuff out through the killings of
the intellectuals in December 1971. .

The killings of the intellectuals exposed a
heinous design that can only be compared to the
Final Solution devised by Adolf Hitler for the Jew-
ish people in Europe. The Pakistan army in
Bangladesh, having lost the war, tried to obliterate
the very soul of the emerging nation by killing as
many of its finest sons and daughters as they
could. These intellectuals had not taken up arms.
Yet, they were carefully selected, picked up in the
dead of night, and exterminated. Why? Because
they represented the kind of liberal, secular, demo-
cratic ideology that the Pakistanis wanted to de-
stroy through their genocide. The intellectuals
gave their lives for their philosophy, their beliefs.
It was the noblest kind of martyrdom.

The nation has gone through many trials and
tribulations since those fateful nights 27 years ago.
But the liberal vision that the martyrs projected
has been blurred in post-independence Bangla-
desh. Two bouts of martial law have not only
subverted democratic institutions, but also
prepared the ground for the resurgence of intoler-
ance and religious bigotry. The liberal and secular
ideals espoused in the Constitution of 1972 have
been undermined or thrown out. Freedom of ex-
pression and thought is curtailed through intimi-
dation. Is this how the nation repays the debt owed
to the martyrs? We would like to think not. While
we observe the Day, we need to re-discover the lib-
eral vision that once made'the nation great, and es-
tablish a society steeped in the ideals of tolerance,
secularism and democracy. That is how we can re-
pay the debt owed to the martyrs.

» L] L L [ ]

Airport Administration

Stories of passenger harassment at the Zia In-
ternational Airport by organised gangs appear in
the newspapers almost everyday but the one that
has been published Sunday in this paper beats the
imagination of even a day dreamer. The story un-
folds the nefarious activities of a section of the
employees engaged in loading and unloading of
passenger luggage. There have been a thousand
complaints in writing by passengers whose luggage
had been tampered with and valuables spirited
away — all within a distance of abeut 200 yards be-
tween the aircraft and the conveyor-belt unloading
point. :

The pilferage is done by an organised gang of
loaders who are so powerful that they can beat u
anyone who dares to catch them or interfere wit
their unlawful activities. The tentacles of the load-
ers' union can reach any place of authority and the
connivance of a powerful mafia cannot be over-
ruled. The report gives a graphic description of how
such robbing and stealing happen on the apron as
well as the customs enclosure under the nose of at
least half a dozen security personnel belonging to
powerful organisations like NSI and DFI in addi-
tion to Customs Intelligence, Civil Aviation Secu-
rity, Airport Security and Special Branch. The
powers of these important organisations for public
safety and security seem to be of no consequence to
the might and money of the thieves. Knowledgeable
circles at the airport firmly believe that the inac-
tion of the superior authority is causing tremen-
dous hardship and harassment to the innocent
travellers, both local and foreign. The situation at
ZIA gives the impression that there is no adminis-
tration and Hiscipline at this important point of
entry to Bangladesh.

We strongly demand of the concerned ministry
to move swiftly to correct the wrongs, thereby
restoring confidence and instilling a sense of relief
in the minds of the travelling public.

Ill-starred Clinton

Despite tendering another apology for his con-
duct in the Lewinsky affair — more contrite than
the earlier one — US President Bill Clinton has
failed to win a reprieve. Even his suggestion that
he is ready to accept a censure motion could not
come to his rescue. .

The Republican-dominated House of Representa-
tives Judiciary Committee has recommended im-
peachment proceedings on four counts: perjury,
lying under oath, obstruction of justice and abuse
of power. The voting has been purely partisan. And
when the 435-member US House of Representatives
has a fulsome debate on the motion next week to-
wards sending the matter to the Senate for an im-
peachment trial the voting could be along party-
lines again. This is predictable because the Repub-
licans are in a majority at the House of Represen-
~ tatives and not expected to behave any differently
from how they have acquitted of themselves so far.

However, to vote president Clinton out of office
requires a majority in the Senate which the Repub-
licans obviously do not have. In other words, Clin-
ton looks rather set to get reprieve at the eleventh
hour, but as a battle-scarred non-hero of sorts —
out of the fry-pan somehow yet personally deeply
atoning for that spell of playful trivialization of
his high office, which shook the US.

Enough is enough. With the fate of the impeach-
ment initiative more or less known, what is the
point in inflating the volume of paper-work, espe-
cially when this could divide the US people, be an
affront to popular will as reflected through a recent

verdict tilting towards the Democrats, and hurt the

Republican  image with the public? We are voicing
the sentiments of people throughout the world in
urging the Republicans and Democrats to resurrect
bipartisanism and put a speedy end to the leader-
ship crisis.

gion.

AKING off from an eu-

T horic platform of 'Hindi-
hini Bhai Bhai' during

the early 1950s the Sino-Indian
relations turned sour resulting
in violent clash between the two
countries only within a decade.
The international relations, in
modern times, seldom wit-
nessed such an anticlimax
within so short a time — some-
thing that was neither expected
nor anticipated by either side.
The initial friction centred
round Tibet and India's t of
asylum to Dalai Lama but
things exacerbated with the
problems of border demarca-
tion after China refused to ac-
cept the delineation of British-
imposed McMohan Lines bein
colonial and arbitrary and lai
claim to vast tract of Indian
territory. The attempts on both
sides to gain control over as
much as 50,000 square miles
disputed territory led to a sharp
shooting war across the Hi-
malayas in 1962. The war was
briefly fought but it ended
leaving both sides embittered
and hostile to each other.

By any reckoning an adver-
sarial relation between the two
Asian glants defied the logic of
history and geopolitics. Only

ears ago they both immersed
n Bandung spirit seemed des-
tined to lead together the newly
emergent nations of the di-
colonised world. They together
built up a defiant plank of Afro-
Asian solidarity against neo-
colonialism. Not only they live
in close proximity, both are de- -
veloping nations and have sim-
ilar experience’ of colonial ex-
ploitation. Their problems also
are not dissimilar to amelio-
rate the socio-economic condi-
tions of their 2 billion people
constituting 40 per cent of hu-
mankind. erefore, impelled
by a sense of duty and propelled
biy their own sets of compul-
sions they slowly but steadily
moved towards a rapproche-
ment. And indeed, China and
India were in reality half way
between their position by the
beginning of 1998 on how to
normalise their relations.

The years of plodding efforts
coupled with ardent desires on
both sides to bring a semblance
of normalcy in relations cul-
minated in Prime Minister Ra-

jiv Gandhi's path-breaking

HE media portrayed the
PM's visit a disaster, real-
ity in fact was quite differ-
ent. Perception was acquired
. from the two ceremonial
swords presented to him by US
Defence Secretary Senator
Cohen during his visit to the
Pentagon in contrast to the
flood of war material in the '80s
at the height of the Afghan war.
The message seemed to be that
the swords were all the military
aid we were going to get.

But the fact is that because of
the PM's visit the contentious
saga of the F-16s will come to
an end on Dec 31, 1998, more-
over the US seems to recognise
our legitimate conventional
defence needs in more or less
the same manner as they once
did. With respect to economic
aid, there is now good reason to
belie e that the world is not
keen on seeing us as a basket-
case because Pakistan in tur-
moil would destabilise the re-

There was evidence that the
White House was arm-twisting
the IMF to come through with a
bail-out but the media seemed
\‘;;;ﬁest that this enthusiasm

to become soft when the
IMF Board Meeting became
scheduled for January 1999.
However the reality is that this
was just a alp ural matter,
not a signal delay. To under-
score our media-predicament,
because of default on US
credit under PL-480, credit
meant for wheat was temporar-
ily suspended but then imme-
diately restored on removal of
default. But then wheat exports
under easy credit are more im-
ortant to farmers in the US
eartland than to Pakistan and
as everyone knows the US mid-
west has a very influential
lobby in the US Congress. De-
spite dire predictions on the
diplomatic front, the PM

Mr Vajpayee's threat perceptions on the eve of Pokhran explosion have been too crude to canl{ince
the international community — let alone the members of the elite nuclear club. The more he tried to
harm China by teaming up with US the more China has gained — even from the US.

visit to China in December
1988 which laid the foundation
for a structured and systematic
process of normalisation by
setting up a joint working group
at foreign secretaries’ level. In
1991 the First Trade Protocol

was si . In 1996 during the
visit ol President Jiang Zemin

to India an Agreement on Con-
fidence Building Measure in
Military Field along the Line of
Actual Control ( ) in India-
China border areas was signed.
The chief of General Staff of
People's Liberation Army vis-
ited India in April this year in
return of a first ever visit by the
chief of Indian Army to China
earlier. The trades were
— in favour of India, and both
the countries were again coop-
erating with each uﬁcr in tgi:
United Nations. The steps led to
the substantial easing of ten-
sion in the relationship and
the wounds of 1962 were heal-
ing up after sustained efforts of
two decades. The prospects
looked bright that the two
would again g:t together open-
ing the possibility of correcting
and balancing uni-superpower
hegemony in future.
All these, however, received
a severe blow with the acces-
sion of the BJP led coalition to
wer 4n India in March 1998.
ithin less than two months of
its coming to power it carried
out Pokhran II explosions
declaring India a nuclear state.
But before that as a prelude to
its nuclear tests the BJP gov-
ernment started targeting, out
of all, China as potential at
to the security of India as an ex-
cuse for her misadventure. Just
on the eve of Pokhran II, the De-
fence Minister George Fernan-
des characterized China as 'po-
tential threat No 1', accused
China of the 'mother' of
Pakistan's Ghauri missile and,
of intruding into Indian terri-
tory to build a helipad in
Arunachal Pradesh. With such
an ominous posture with regard
to China the BJP government
Fracticall tore down the edi-
ice of a loreign policy consen-
sus for a friendly China —

painstakingly built up over the
years. But the worst came after
the tests when by way of a polit-
ical follow up on the Pokhran
nuclear explosions, the Vaj-
payee government chose n
to target China as one of two
threat factors as rationale for
the tests. In a letter sent to Pres-
ident Clinton, Prime Minister
Vajpayee explained at length
his government's compulsion
for %ﬁ!n% nuclear.

e letter was perhaps in-
tended to be kept confidential
but its recipient preferred to
leak it to the press. Even if the
rationale given in the letter for
India to go nuclear was not
much convincing to the US,
China was from the content of

the letter fully convinced that

relationship with China? What
made her heap all the blame for
insecurity only on China and
Pakistan while sparing the US
which also has nuclear armed
base in India's proximity —
Diego Garcia — and is one which
actually threatened India by
despatching its nuclear-
equipped USS Enterprise In
the Bay of Bengal in 19717

The BJP's anti-China bias
has to be traced in Sangh Pari-
var's mind set, its geostrategic
thinking, and world view as
well as its revanchist attitude
on relation with China. As back
as in 1965, RSS guru Ms Gol-
walkar characterised socialist
China as 'one common menace
to humanity’ and looked for-
ward to a superpower and global

-— —— .
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| by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

India was trying to emerge as a
counter weight to China with

US patrci;age. The prayer like
letter was fraught with oblique
suggestions that India was

., ready to be considered as a

counter-weight to China. After
Pokhran II, China's reaction
was mild as to that of
the US and other western coun-
tries. As the cllctt:r bﬂf ]I;I[;' v%i_-
was made public by pu

Eﬁg it in the New York
mes, obviously China has
progressively hardened its
stand and, practically frozen
any politically significant in-
teraction with the Indian gov-
Eréllﬂﬂ;]lt In If;hi: "l;ncantimc the
whom the Va ov-
ernment has been jpﬂyﬂ:u%lmn
has transmitted no sitive
signal. While the years of ef-
forts to normalise relation with
China lie in waste, the BJP gov-
ernment's tation to pla-
cate the US' ire after the tests
has apparently failed. Why did
then BJP government put the
clock back with r to its

China

alliance to destroy it. The
Hindu Rashtra ideo of the

Parivar which heavily influ-
ences BJP's political agenda has
traditionally seen China, along
with Pakistan, in hostile term.
The longstanding RSS project
of giving an ionist  Hindu
Rashtra a 'nuclear teeth'is in-
deed reflected in BJP govern-
n'lll:nt's lhl.rnat pcrccpt&ig&a mis-
C 1muaﬁ un its
Defence P:‘I':J:Fl"? George Far-
nandes. While the blatant
may be the mat-
ter of choice and policy on the
Earl of BJP government what

as however incredible is
BJP's compromi at-
titude towards the United
States. This is in spite of the
fact that US, in her right

earnest, led a tough interna-
uonal campaign to take both
economic an olitical mea-

sures against India in the wake
ol Pokhran explosion and is
right now twisting India's arm
to bring her to terms on Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty

The PM’s US Visit

(CTBT) and Fissile Material Cut
off Treaty (FMCT). On the other
hand China — shocked at Indi-
a's uncalled for security allega-
tion against her — remained
remarkably composed. She
burst out with a sharp reaction
only when she knew that a
complaint based on those alle-

ations was lodged with the

nited States in Vajpayee's 12
May letter to President Clinton.
made public next day in the US
press.

But Wh; Vajpayee did it?
What was his calculation? He
and his advisers perhaps as-
sumed that the provocative let-
ter to Clinton would earn him
favour from the US. Mr "Jajl;
payee, while writing suc
servile petition letter to the US
President, couid have  thought
that the US would be so
by India's im desire to be a
counterweight to China as to
take India to its bosom and
promote it all the way to nu-
clear club and rmanent
membership in the UN Security
Council. Alas! Nothing of the
sort happened. On the contrary
the US had accused India of
"creatinng a dan 8 new in-
stability in the region” and
termed it a 'very very negative

development’. Clinton nted
an acc at I even
in foreign forums. He wanted

India to accept unconditionally
certain terms before he deigns
to sanction it a fitness certifi-
cate. His principal advisers
have, in an orchestrated cho-
rus, prescribed 'dos and don'ts'
for India.

How did the balancing of In-
dia with China in US scale go
in recent time? Never before
had the scale been so much in
disfavour of India. Even at the
height of the Cold War the US
administration regarded good
relations with India as an ob-
{cctiv: to be pursued in the
ong-term interests of the US. It
is no more so with the balance
incrcasinrglg tilting in favour of
China. If the recent history of
US-China relation is any guide,
two state visits — one by Jian
Zemin in 1997 to the US an

Perception Versus Reality

The sheen of the PM's US visit may not last through Ramzan if the prices of essentials go up as
they are threatening to do. During the month of fasting tempers become frayed easily. One should
learn from one's mistakes and try not to repeat the mistakes if another chance is given.

seemied to hold his ground,
compromised to an extent by
bad media vibes, unleashed by
forces that care two hoots about
the national interest when

~compared to,théir own crass

personal motivations.

The PM walked into the
White House straitjacketed by
handicaps. Pakistan is
presently not in any position to
credibly address three major
US concerns viz. 1) nuclear
non-proliferation 2) drugs
smmuggling and 3) terrorism,
complicated by the lack of a so-
phisticated media and PR cam-
paign in the corridors of US
power centres in Washington.

That the PM was able to ad-
dress these to receptive US un-
derstanding is good progress.
After the May 28 blast which
to a great extent was condoned
by US and western powers as
avoidable but an understand-
able gut reaction to the Indian
nuclear blasts earlier that
month, Pakistan had a unique
chance of immediately going
the high road by making
known ﬁtuﬂla int:nt:;n about
CTBT. t time the powers-
that-be accepted the fact that
Pakistan was justified in react-
ing to Indian nuclear initiative
in order to counter the security
advantage. The CTBT signing
when it comes will put India
under pressure,

However, this is presently
only a bargaining chip, in the
meantime the economic situa-
tion worsened and we came un-
der se ere foreign exchange

pressure. The scales tilted
against Pakistan as we lurched
from crisis to crisis, not the
least being inter-Province im-
balance and the introduction of
Shariah Bill (CA-15) in the Na-
tional Assembly. In the cir-
cumstances our only hope for a
favourable US posture seemed
to be if we would compromise
OoNn various issues, on
nuclear non-proliferation.

and terrorism,.

Though there is no doubt
about Clinton's genuine enthu-
siasm to help Paki , it will
take considerable- &f in the
US Congress_bath hy the US
Govt and the Pakistan lobby fo
ease the laws to allow Pakistan
some leeway. The good news is
that there 1s now an objective
meove in this direction. e US
knows that any government in

It is quite apparent that
over the space of several tele-
phone calls a personal chem-
istry had de between the
PM and the US President. Bill
Clinton is shackled by various
US laws in helping out coun-
tries hmsusplcmn of nu-
clear in n capabilities. In
our case, US Congress os-
tracism js more focused (and
unfair), there beinF the coun-
try-specific Pressler Amend-
ment which has been used
against Pakistan for the last 8
to 9 years. Furthermore there
are other US laws which do not
confine themselves only to nu-
clear non-proliferation (like
the Glenn Amendment) but ex-
tend to areas of drug smuggling

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

Pakistan has to contend with a
powerful military and conser-
vative lobby in Pakistan and
Mian Nawaz Sharif (or anyone
else for that matter) c not
Survive a compromise on secu-
rity issues. '

As far as Pakistan's expec-
tations are concerned we had a
whole list of problems, in some
of which we ed some suc-
cour from the only Superpower
left in the world. To begin with
were the se ere pressure on our
Foreign Exchange Reserves and
looming default thereof. Ex-
ternally we face an isolation in
the region and the approbation
of the western powers because
of the Taliban. Internally we
have moved to solve the deteri-

- On the milita

orating law and order situation
in Karachi but three of the
Provinces are being gradually
estranged from Punjab and that
is a very serious long term
problem. The country is split
on the issue of the Shariah Bill
(CA-15) and more and more ad
hoc solutions are being applied
while trtatmenbta;:lhcr tm
merely appl aid
hoping for r.lﬂ:n hgeat is necessary.
front, a lack of
funds means that the constant
modernisation required to up-
keep a modern delence force is
now lacking, particularly for
the Air Force where we are out-
numbered by the Indian Air
Force, e en if our Air Force pi-
lots managed to equal the bal-
ance somewhat by their supe-
rior training and motivation.
As such the very fact that after
many years we are going to get
our money back, $ 350 million
in cash out of US contingency
funds for out of court settlement
called "Judgement Funds" and
possibly § 151 million it form
of wheat, the balance 8 157
million (of the 8 658 million)
already having been paid in
instalments.

Mian Nawaz Sharif walked
in [and out) of the Oval Office
exuding the confidence of an
incurable optimist despite be-
ing served in Washington by
pompous self-serving egocen-
tric Ambassador Riaz Khokhar,
absorbed in his own impor-
tance, having no feel for the
real-politik of Washington.

The media gave out that the

BJP's China Policy: A Grave Miscalculation

another by Clinton to China in
1998, well after he received Vaj-
payees letter — point Lo the
depths and dimensions of their
re atmnahg: to which US inter-
ests in India fade in insignifi-
cance. Apparently the US en-
amoured with China's mega
market and China, hungry of
western technolo do not
want to lose each other. Of
course, India will always re-
main in US calculus but not at
the expense of China. But this
plain truth seems to have
eluded BJP's comprehension.
That is why Mr Vajpayee has
been, till recently. chasing a
mirage called Stobe Talbott, US
Deputy Secretary of State. The
onerous task is rested with
Jaswant Singh, :i]]pajrtt'a po-
tential External airs Minis-
ter who was sent to Washington
presumably to deal with ad-
verse reactions to the Pokhran
tests in the United States. It is
in sharp contrasts to five other
nuclear states who exploded
bombs but advanced no expla-
nation to others for their ac-
tions. Nevertheless, after
Jaswant Singh, in a hot pursuit,
stalked Talbott everywhere
from Washington to Frankfurt
to Delhi and huddled with him
for highly publicised talks for
as many as five times it was
still not clear what the Indian
emis 's mission had been
about and what progress was
made towards attaining those
objectives. Only visible out-
come of Jaswant-Talbott nego-
tiation has so far been the can-
cellation of President Clinton's
visit to India. Also there seems
to be significant shift in US
stand on India's acceptance of
CTBT. And on US relation with
China, President Clinton has

already hinted at the possibil-
ity of his country's strategic
partnership with latter dur-
mg}?r'vm“ to Bei

ajpayee’s al percep-
tions on eve of Pokhran ex-

plosion have been too erude to
convince the international
community — let alone the
members of the elite nuclear
club. The more he tried to harm
China by teaming up with US
the more China has gained —
even from the US. BJP's gambit
has been, at the best an over-
simplification of international
diplomacy.

US and Pakistan remained at
cross purposes. this is blatant
disinformation. As articulated
lav Information . Minister

ushahid Hussain, the US set
of security concerns differs
much from ours, as such our
approach to issues may be dif-
ferent. The results of this visit
may not be on display in .the
next few weeks or months ei-
ther but there was enough tilt in .
it towards Pakistan for the In-
dians to yell blue murder. They
were not happﬁ about the ini-
tiatives taken by the US Presi-
dent to lift some economic re-
straints. Diplomatically one
can count it as a success, be-
cause of controversy over the
size of the delegation and bad
media management it became a
PR disaster. Foreign Policy
seems to have finally come out
of the '50-60s closet, we are not
straitjacketed anymore by the
gnomes of yesteryears inhabit-
ing the Foreign Office.

Back at home a long list of
problems awaited the Prime
Minister. As much as he may
wish that these problems
should have gone away during
his visit abroad, reality
awaited him. The Opposition is
up an arms and become more
coherent and credible by the
| . With our money situation
bleak, friend and foe alike are
asking, where's the moolah?
The sheen of the PM's US visit
may not last Ramzan if
the prices of essentials %ﬂ up as
they are threatening to do. Dur-
ing the month of fasting tem-
pers become frayed easily. One
should learn from one's mis-
takes and try not to repeat the
mistakes if another chance is
given. The country is living on
a thin edge and the loss of ex-

tations can easily turn this
peaceful land into a cauldron.
Perception then may well be-
come a reality!
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Arsenic: What went

wrong...

Sir, I would like to correct an
inaccurate impression pre-
sented in your Dec. 11 Arsenic
article, in which 1 am quoted.
The story quotes me as saying
that UNICEF is partially re-
sponsible for the situation.
What 1 had said, however, is

sponsibility to address the
challenge of arsenic contami-
nation.

Secondly, speaking for
UNICEF, it would be incorrect
to state that donor agencie$
"never unveiled (...) the reality
of poisoning millions of human
beings through their aid and
support”. e have always
strived to take action based on
the available information. For
more than two decades, UNICEF
and other donors have been
working with various partners
to provide safe drinking water
that prevented cholera and di-
arrhoeal epidemics and con-
tributed to the sh reduction
in infant mortality, Now, in re-
sponse to the arsenic problem,
we are working seriously with
many others to find new ap-

and new solutions to

ensure that familles are safe
from arsenic polsoning as well.
These actions include more
testing to accurately identify
contaminated wells and to help
prevent drinking contaminated
walter; identifying socially ac-
ceptable and affordable options
that could be expanded rapidly;
and informing people with cor-
rect and consistent safety mes-
that enable them to make
informed choices about water
consumption. The issue is
technologically and opera-

| tionally complex and demand-

that there is a collective re- '

ing in terms of affordable al-
ternatives and community par-
ticipation.

As the article rightly points
out it is still "puzzling” as to
precisely how arsenic contam-
ination is caused, although re-
searchers are narro down
the possibilities. UNICEF is al-
ready engaged with all con-
cerned partners to get a better
understanding of the nature
and extent of the arsenic prob-
lem and equally to accelerate
action for increased access to
drinking water, that is safe
from both arsenic contamina-
tion and harmful pathogens
that cause diarrhoea. Again, we
all have a collective responsi-
bility to look into future action
to help the people of
Bangladesh and | am sure we
‘can count on the Daily Star to
continue as an active partner in
re?urung on the problem and
helping to educate children and
families about the wital and
continued need for aisenic-free
and pathogen-free safe water.

Dr. Deepak Bajracharya

Chief, Water and Environ-
mental Sanitation Section
UNICEF, "Bangladesh

Are they licensed
to kill?

Sir, The photo news (DS
7.12.98) on Asma on the cap-
tioned subject is in reference.
The DS and other dailies have
earlier come up with the news of
painful condition of Asma who
is a victim of doctors' negli-
gence, But it's regretting that
nothing substantial is being
done to help her out from her.
agonies. Will she die a painful
death? It is a big question.

In similar situations in the
past it was seen that either the
government or some philan-
thropic organisation came to
the rescue of one or more vic-
tims by arranging her/their
treatment abroad. Recently
nearly half a dozen of young
ﬁlrls women were reported to

ave been taken abroad for
their treatment as they were
victims of acid-throwing. It was
really an appreciable act done
on humanitarian considera-
tion.

Asma, the poor girl who has
received desired sympathy from
the press focusing her woe-ful
condition deserve extension of
similar consideration as was
done to the girls mentioned
above. If the NGOs are not com-
ing up, it should be the duty of
the government in the Health
Minlst? to immediately ar-
range her treatment abroad,
otherwise if anything worse
happens, the onus would be
with the government. Action on
related count like finding the
person responsible, his/her
punishment and precautionary
measures to check recurrence of
such negligence should con-
tinue. And in nothing should
hamper the treatment process
of the poor girl.

Abu Imran
Dhaka.

"Poor Doctors"

Sir, Here we go again. an-
other rude letter r Doctors,
DS, Dec 10, '98). Thcly_; seem to be
more popular and therefore get
printed promptly! Even if it is
the only letter one ever wrote. Is
the letters column meant for
personal attacks, only to waste
precious space and nothing

 ——
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else? If one wants to criticise,
he can do that in a constructive
way.

Anyone who doesn't have a
special knowledge is a layman.
A doctor is a layman when it
comes to engineering or com-
puter science. What's to resent
in it? Why should DS readers be
meant only by any remark, it is
what the percentile of the whole
population is, as the statistics
say. If all the logic and facts

ven couldn't be understood,
then what can a doctor do? See
now, why he doesn't want to
talk. It is often useless, they
don't understand his language!
But they do understand the lan-
guage of the SWM where the
whole article was written with-
out even knowing what actually
happened! Do you think it was
fair that the whole blame was
put on somebody without dig-

ing for facts and hearing out

oth sides? This is Bangladesh
style of judgement. Anybody
can get in the wrong end of this
kind of justice, if we don't cor-
rect it soon.

Why should one go to a tea
stall, he can always go to an
equally qualified doctor, where
he doesn't have to wait for 3 or 4
weeks to cFet an :ﬁ?olntment.
both the doctors be happy
then — the too-busy one and the
less-busy one also! Can't the pa-
tients understand this simple
fact that when one is too busy,
he can't be so perfect; it is just
not humanly possible? But still
they will rush to those places,
and blame the doctor for that!

Before talking about tax,
check yourself out please. °

Didn't you hear that few peo-

le in India found one of their
- after they woke up
from a drugged sleep. because

transplants are common there
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but not still, over here.

Well, when women are ha-
rassed so commonly in this
country, why not in papers tool!
So that they will be afraid to be
eloquent next time.
Therefore please, no more mud-
slinging.

Dr Sabrina Q. Rashid
Dhaka, Cantonment, Dhaka

What's wrong in

BD?

Sir, I am often baffled by the
fact that out of the three coun-
tries of the subcontinent, it is
only in Bangladesh that we find
that the Father of the Nation is
a disputed figure,

ahatma M K Gandhi,
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah and Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
one thing in common — each
one of them was the leader of
the political party which fought
for the establishment of an in-
dependent state, each one of
them was successful in achiev-
ing their s e.

In India K Gandhi sur-
vived barely five and half
months after independence and

the that he led — Congress
— rﬂﬁ India for a substantial

length of time and then in
course of political development,
a number of opposition parties
came up with their distinctly
different outlooks on national
strategies but never for once
anyone from any of the opposi-
tion parties questioned the sta-
tus of Mahatma Gandhi as the
Father of the Indian nation.
Likewise Jinnah who lived
for 13 menths after achieving
independence led by the Muslim
League which continued to rule

Pakistan for a number of years
until the military take over and
subsequently other  political
parties developed who were
strongly opposed te Muslim
League and took their rightful
place in governing the country.
Here, again, no political party
either in government or in op-
position ever questioned the
undisputed status of Pakistan's
Father of the Nation, Quaid-e-
\2am Mohammad Ali Jinnah.

Il is in Bangladesh that we
.l a different scenario.
Bangabandhu lived for just over
three and.half years after inde-

endence and here again simi-
ar political developments, mil-
itary take over and so on took
Blace just as they had been in
akistan. But the big difference
is that although in 1972 imme-
diately after the independence,
Bangabandhu was unanimously
accepted as the Father of the
Nation, we find that today we
have opposition parties with
their supporters who do not
seem to accept Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the
Father of the Nation,

What has gone To his
people. Sheikh Mujib was just
as lar and was just as loved
as Mahatma Gandhi or Mo-
hammad Ali Jinnah was by
their respective followers. 1
cannot help thinking that the
responsibility for this unfortu-
nate situation with regard of
the Father of our nation largely
lalls on Awami League. It is
time that the leaders of Awami
League should consider the
various reasons over the years
that have given rise to this situ-
ation instead of just blaming
all the opposition parties.

M Mahmood
Dhanmondi Dhaka.




