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Tokais' trip to wonderland

Thousands throng computer fair

By Special Correspondent

It was like a dream come true
for the five ‘tokais’, or children
urchins when they got inside
the massive tower of Islamic
Development Bank at Agargaon
hosting the annual computer
show yesterday.

The tokais had since Dec 10
only watched thousands of
people entering the building af-
ter the show was opened by
Bangladesh Computer Samity
(BCS). .
. The boys had no way to enter

the well-guarded show, one of
the most crowded but disci-
plined fairs held so far in the
city, until yesterday.

Daily Star photographer
Sheikh Enamul Huq responded
to their plea and took them in-
side the building to reveal a
whole new world — the world of
information technology — to
them leaving them truly aston-
ished. v

Lattle Ashraf, the lynungest of
the tokais was left stunned
when he saw ﬁerhaps for the
first time what he thought was a
"TV', in reality a multi-media
computer showing Video Com-
pact Disc images at one of the
240 stalls,

"We have never seen a good
man like you sir." they told
Enamul as they left the show
with big smiles on their faces.

The show drew thousands of
people of all ages over the week-
end. On Friday 30,000 people
visited the fair and BCS ex-

ted more than 60,000 to visit
he show yesterday. The com-

uter sellers also reported good
usiness.

Aftabul Islam, president of
the BCS told reporters that on
the first two days they made
sales worth Tk one crore. He is
expecting over a Tk 20 crore
turnout by the time the show
ends after a 2-day extension on
Dec 14.

The extension came because
of the hartal today. Earlier the
BCS had requested the main
opposition party BNP to post-

one the hartal. Most people

ooked their wares in advance
at the fair. Anticipating good
business the computer compa-
nies and dealers are offering
special prices, leading to a
fierce price war between them.

Aslamuddin. a systems en-
gineer told The Daily Star that
prices have been lowered to at-
tract more customers,

Series of quakes
shake Kabul:
8 killed

KABUL, Dec 12: Eight people
were killed when a dilapidated
hotel collapsed early today af-
ter a series ol earthquakes
struck the Afghan capital in re-
cent days, residents and aid
workers said, reports AFP.

They said rescuers dug two
survivors from the wreckage af-
ter an intense tremor in Kabul
at about 1:00 am today.

A Red Cross official said the
latest quake seemed stronger
than previous ones.

PM: Barisal rally

From Page 1 ;
not like the vote thieves.”
Pointing to the comment of
Begum Zia that Awami League
would have to leave the country

like in 1971 for their rigging in .

Pabna by-polls, Hasina said in
1971 people left the country and
took refuge in India in fear of
Pakistani occupation army,

"And now Begum Zia is echo-
ing the voice of Pakistani occu-
pation army," Hasina said.

"Now it is clear why the BNP
Chairperson supported the
killers of Bangabandhu and
called hartal in support of the
killers, why BNP tried to create
unrest on the day of pronounc--
ing the historic verdict in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case."

She said BNP tried to mis-
lead the people as they did not
believe in independence of the
country, as they had no faith in
the spirit of the Liberation War.

The Prime Minister said her
party has restored the voting
right of the people through a
long Etrug%lc and established
the spirit of the War of Libera-
tion after returning to power af-
ter 21 years.

She said trial of the killers
of Bangabandhu was held and .
those of other political killings,
including the jail killing, are in

the .
KE ~aring to the local de-

mand. ‘he Prime Minister as-
sured that steps will be taken to
build the institutions and in-
frastructure needed for a divi-
sional headquarters.

A separate Education Board
will be set up in Barisal, she
said announcing that Barisal
Paurashava will be upgraded to
City Corporation soon and a
science and technology univer-
sity set up in Barisal.

She sgid steps have been
taken for improving the com-
munication system of the re-
gion and for overall develop-
ment of the area. The govern-
ment has a plan to establish di-
rect communication from
Barisal to Chittagong.

e

Price lowering has been
made easy because of computers
and related information tech-
nolo materials hcingi de-
clared duty-free recently fol-
lowing a lﬂngl demand by the
BCS to popularise the use of
computers.

A basic computer with a
colour monitor is available at
around of Tk 24,000 without
multi-media facilities, A multi-
media Pentium-1 300 Mhz com-
puter is on offer with a Tk
27,000 price tag. A Pentium-II
450 Mhz multi-media comes be-
tween Tk 58.000-60,000. One
may choose a notebook com-
puter - between Tk 90,000-
125,000,

A Printer starts with a price

of Tk 4,400, a scanner Tk
D0, a multi-scanner, fax,
Frrinter. copier is on the offer
or Tk 36,000, A 14-inch colour
monitor is available at Tk
9 000-10,000.

'It's unbelievable', said a
housewife arguinF with ‘her
daughter sceptically about the

ta
4,

prices.

The computer dealers say
they are trying to maximise
their sale during the fair to
raise their volume of business.
"Normally we are not able to
sell this much,” Aslam said.

Besides sales, Bangladeshi
companies are also displayin
software, a new business worl
they are trying to explore.

Shamsuddoha of the Doha
Net was proud to talk about his
success in selling software to
Hughes and other companies of
USA which he said holds a po-
tential for Bangladesh exports.

To encourage future pro-
grammers in IT, BCS has regis-
tered over 2,000 enthusiasts at
the fair who will have access to
its facilities in future. Nearly 60
per cent of them are students of
computer science.

Two seminars were also held
yesterday. Intel arranged one
on 'Intel Road Map' and 'Mar-
keting Strategy in Asia'. The
second seminar dedicated to the
late scientist Abdullah Al-Muti
Sharfuddin was organised by
Computer Bichitra.

BCS like other days contin-
ued to ferry people by six buses
from Motijheel, Mirpur No-1,
Uttara Sector-6, Plassey and
Rampura TV gate to the fair at
Agargaorn. :

Interns of eight
medical colleges
postpone strike

By DMC Correspondent

Intern doctors of the eight
government Medical College

Hospitals yesterday postponed
their indefinite strike sched-
uled to begin today.

"We have postponed the
planned strike to facilitate ob-
servation of the Martyred Intel-
lectuals Day and smooth hold-
ing of Victory Day celebrations.
We also considered an assur-
ance from the leaders of
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA) that they would
make efforts and lobby with the
government to realise the de-
mands,” Dr Hayat Mahmud
Russel, General Secretary of the
Young Doctors’ Movement
Council (YDMC) told The Daily
Slar last night.

YDMC leaders, however,
threatened to announce next
course of action if their de-
mands were not met soon,

Earlier, the young doctors
called a three-day strike from
December | to press home their
six-point demand including
doubling of their remuneration.

Other demands include in-
troduction of guideline for em-
ployment of newly-passed doc-
tors in clinics, providing abun-
dant supply of medicines and
other goods in hospitals, ap-
pointment of more doctors in
government hospitals, resolu-
tion of the accommodation
problem of the intern doctors

and introduction of referral
system.

B'baria incident .,

- From Page 1
‘provocative' statements in
avour of the anti-liberation
forces. i

The leading citizens said
that no case was filed despite
the fundamentalist forces de-
stroyed government pr?ert}r
worth crores of taka and dis-
trict administration also didn't
take any action against them.

Chalied by National Profes-
sor Kabir Chowdhury, the meet-
ing was attended, among others,
by poet Sufia Kamal. Neelima
Ibrahim, K M Sobhan, Dr Kazi
Faruque Ahmed, Shamsur
Rahman, Khan Sarwar Mur-
shid, Syed Shamsul Hagq,
Rokeya Rahman Kabir, Syed
Hasan Imam, ngv Rahman,
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,
Rokeya Kabir, Pijush Ban-
dopadhya, Afroza Banu, Dr Za-
rina Rahman Khan, Shamim

- Akhter and A B M Farugq.
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hese poor trders -- look at their f

aces, full of pain -- bear the

brunt of the transport strike called by the Paribahan Sramik Fedaration as they carry
goods on their heads towards Aricha from city’s Gabtoli Bridge yesterday. Road
communication came to a standstill in most parts of the city on the first day of the 72-hour

— Star photo by Amran Hossain

strike.

-

Another group
certifies

Pabna vote
By Staff Correspondent

Another polls monitoring
organisation has said that the
by-election in Pabna-2 con-
stituency was by and large fair
and peaceful despite the pre-
election tense situation,

NEOC (National Election Ob-
servation Council) in a report
released yesterday however
mentioned that some false vote
casting incidents were reported
by their observers.

"Some people were arrested
from Khanpur High School and
Shah Mahtab Uddin High
School for casting false votes
and the poling officer was found
absent in a centre," the report
said.

A significant number of law
enforcing personnel including
the police, BDR, Ansar and VDP
were found supervising at dif-
ferent polling centres, the re-
port mentioned.

Poisonous liquor

kills 3 more

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 12: Three
more persons, who took poi-
sonous liquor on Thursday
gight at Gowrnadi, died yester-

ay.

They were identified as Jalal
Sardar, 54, Kuddus Fakir, 38,
and Haider Dewan, 30.

With three new casualties.
the death toll rose Lo 8,

" e -;"i'..‘!:
L

LHE ST AT e

A BNP torch procession yesterday e

AL-BNP clashes in Rangpur,
- Barisal leave 30 hurt

At least 30 people were in-
jured in clashes between ruling
party and pro-hartal activists
in Rangpur and Barisal yester-
day evening, reports UNB.

A report from Rangpur said
BNP brought out a torch pro-
cession in the town in support
of today's coun de hartal.
The ruling party also brought
out a procession chanting slo-
gans against the hartal.

Witnesses said the proces-
sionists of both the parties were
locked in clash at about 7 pm
leaving 25 injured.

Police swung into action and
resorted to lathi charge. Halim

Misdemeanour

By Staff Correspondent

An 1l-year-old boy was ac-
cused of "touching” a stewardess
on a Singapore Airlines flight
Friday.

The boy Abdul Quddus al-
legedly indulged in the 'miscon-
duct’ with the air hostess Haan
Hong of the flight 50420 that
landed at Zia International
Airport (ZIA) Friday night, ac-
cording to a complaint lodged
by the stewardess with the
Cantonment thana under Sec-
tion 354 of the CrPC following
the incident.

. The boy, who studies in Sin-
apore and was returning to
haka by the flight, was ar-
rested from the spot and pre-
sented before a 8?111{:1 airs
Court yesterday,
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Ansari, a reporter of local daily
ﬁiz.lm:. was injured in police ac-
on.

Tension was mounti in
different parts of the tjt:nw,lrnl..j\g

A report from Barisal said,
Chhatra League attacked a
torch procession of BNP on
Hemayetuddin Road yesterday
evening. The procession was

brought out to drum up support
for today’'s hartal. R

At least half a dozen ple
were injured in the attack. wit-
nesses said.

Later Chhatra League also

brought out an anti-hartal pro-
cession.

Pink Panel
sweeps CUTA

election

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG:. Dec 12
Awami League-backed Pink
Panel swept the Chittagong
University Teachers' Associa-
tion (CUTA) election today.

Prof Monzur Morshed
Mahmud of Accounting De-
partment and Prof Mamtaj Ud-
din Patwary of History De-

artment have been elected
esident and General Secre-
tary respectively.

301 teachers out of 302 cast
votes in the election

Awami ue-backed Pink
Panel and BNP-Jamaat-backed
White Panel contested the poll.
Pink Panel bagged all the posis.

Bachrn e

vening tries to pass the message to the city people.

— Star photo
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Divisional Engineers DM
Moudud Chowdhury, Zia Uddin
and Maodudul Haque were
transferred to Khulna and
Barisal on March 31,1996, Jan-
uary 13,1995 and July 21,1995
respectively "but they are still
using their Maghbazar Tand T
Colony residences_ and respec-
tive telephones along with
those at their new worksta:
tions”, the report said.

BTTB was also burdened
with Tk 19.35 lakh in bad debt
as the money allocated for
house building loans was not
being recovered in instalments
regularly for long. The Board
also distributed 22.36 lakh
as festival bonus amo offi-
cials and employees violating
rules and the amount was "re-
coverable from the recipients”,
the report said.

The audit report said BTTB
failed to collect 5.51 crore in
telephone bills from 459 MPs of
3rd, 4th and 5th Parliament.
The Board also violated the
rules of disconnecting the lines
of the defaul subscribers as

rules since they did not pay

e bills, the said. :

BTTB has also a total of Tk
330 crore in outstand rev-
enue from subscribers till Octo-
ber 1996, which is one third of

blr annual revenue income,
easures were not taken to dis-

| connect telephone lines of a

newspaper and Bangladesh Ru-
ral Telecom Authority though
Tk 12 lakh and Tk 4.5 crore had
been due with them since long.
Various types of machines
worth Tk 75 crore were kept un-
used for long at different stores
exposing the possibility of a

huge loss of government exche-

quer, the report said. -

The government is to suffer a
Tk 1.20 crore loss as 100 sets of
batteries are exposed to being

damaged.

Outsiders and some employ-
ees of BTTB have been living in
one thousand houses on a four-
acre land owned by the Board.
They are using the water and
electricity at the cost of BTTB
and the land runs the possibil-
ity of being illegally occupied.

At least Tk1.37 crore was
spent for “"transportation of
employees” in 1895, with 2600
vouchers for the purpose in a
single day.

After having 62 illegal ve-
hicles and Tk 2.5 lakh spent for
each of those every year, this
huge expenditure is illogical. It

“appears from this that a huge

amount of government money
is spent for ‘official correspon-
dences' through fake vouchers,”
the report said.

The vouchers are fake be-
cause "at least 24 vouchers were
found against each employee
everyday. If the number of
vouchers was correct, 25 per

" nections and

BTTB books in big mess

cent of the employees were sent
outside the office for emergen
work everyday,” the report said.

The state suffers a huge loss
every year as some BTTB offi-
cials have been using 11 cellu-
lar telephones violating rules.

The state faces another Tk12
crore loss as some 80,000 tele-
phone sets have remained
undistributed which were pro-
cured under the "1.3 Lakh Digi-
tal Line Project.”

The audit also revealed gross

financial irregularities in vari-

ous BTTB &r;]acta. Under the
*1.3 Lakh tal Line Project”,
Tk 99.39 crore was spent in
1995-96 without authorisation,
Tk 1.53 crore for buying steno
sets though it was not included
in the project proforma, it said.

Besides, Tk 40.54 crore was
spent under the “30,000 Digital
Line Project” in Chittagong
without any authorisation; the
report said.

The report said that sub-
scribers were usually harassed
while seeking telephone con-
per cent of the
connections were faulty.

The report ob that no
regulations are followed in
transferring the BTTB officials

togulaiids and " cormaption,

"Ollicials are often transferred
in the face of pressure from
employees' unions and accord-
ing to the whims of superior au-
thorities,” the report said.

Congress committee signals |

WASHINGTON, Dec 12: The

House Judiciary Committee is
nearing the of its history-
mak votes to remove Presi-

dent Bill Clinton from office,
setting the stage for a dramatic
impeachment confrontation
before all 435 lawmakers next
week. Clinton said he would ac-
cept a censure, reports AP.
mﬂ?cuplttl E[:cnndcrattc attackls
never let up during a gue -
ing 12-hour day, the Republican
majority pushed three articles
of impeachment through the
committee on Friday. Rep Lind-
sey Graham of South Carolina
was the only blican to vote
{ an article.

On Saturday, the panel
planned to take up a fourth ar-
ticle alleging abuse of power —
and a censure proposed by
Democrats as an alternative to
impeachment.

The abuse-of-power article
could be revised by Republicans.
Some Republican committee
members oppose language ac-
cusing Clinton of impeachable
offenses by asserting legal priv-
ileges during the investigation
of his affair with Mopgica
Lewinsky.

The censure proposal was
headed for defeat in the com-

Clinton impeachment

mittee, but Democrats and the
White House are Re-
publican leaders a vote in
the full House.

The House is set to convene
next Thursday., with moderate

Republicans still the
balance of power to determine
whether the case to the
Senate for trial the presi-

dent's possible removal from
office.
Clinton went before re-

pom:ruf Friday to -, 1!:::
again for €

and his family. "1 mpu 0-
foundly for all |
done ." he said. "1 would
give to go back and
undo ‘

When asked whether he
would resign if the full House
votes to impeach; which would
set up a Senate trial that could
remove him from office, Clin-
ton turned away and walked
into the White House.

Several Committee members
watched Clinton on television,
temporarily leaving the pro-
C in the room where three
impeachment articles were ap-

roved against Richard M

ixon in 1974.
They saw Clinton tell the na-
tion that should the House

15 hurt, 25 buses damaged

72-hr transport
strike begins

A 72-hour transport strike
begin yesterday disrupting road
links between Dhaka and other
B%JHBE of the country, reports

Bangladesh Sarak Pariba-
han Sramik Federation en-
forced the strike to press home
its 1 1-point demand.

Sramik Federation sources
said the strike was totally ob-
served in northern and south-
ern districts, except Faridpur.

Movement of buses from
Gabtoli remained suspended
while from Sayedabad and Mo-
hakhali partially.

Al least 15 people were in-
jured when pro and anti-strike
transport workers clashed at
Aminbazar last njght. They
also damaged 25 buses,

Reports of clashes were also
received from Satkhira,
Comilla and Feni.

The strike was observed par-

tially in Comilla and Feni and

completely in Chitt , Cox’'s
Bazar and the three hill dis-
tricts. :

Jessore

From Page 1
chased Asad Bahini who ran to
Narendrapur village under
Sadar thana, 3-km from
Ghoshnagar Bazar and took
shelter in a house of its sup-
porter. = :

Zakir's followers encircled
the house, caught 10 of them
one after another and stabbed
them to death.

The dead were identified as
Zakir, 40, a ring leader of Sar-
bahara Party, Asad, 45, leader
of Samajibi Mukti Andolan,
Kalai, 30, Atiar, 35, Rabiul, 35,
Ikramul, 37, Saher Ali, 35.
Noor Hossain, 25, Hafizur 35.
Shamim, 26, and Nakib.

According to police, the in-
cidents were a sequel to previ-
ous enmity u'ir]er establishing
supr in the area.

Theﬁgidtnts occurred at a
time when lice were on a
combing operation in the re-
ion. Police recovered three
shutter guns, two pistols, 12
cartridges and seven crackers
from the second place of occur-
rence,

Both Zakir and Asad were
wanted criminals and they were
involved in several cases of
murder, looting, mugging and
extortion, police said.

SP of Jessore and senior po-
lice officials visited the places
of occurrence. Police recovered
all the bodies and sent those to
Jessore General Hospital for au-

topsy. _
Khaleda

From Page 1

prove its continued ﬁmpularit}r.
But winning the polls through
massive rigging has rather
proved how uﬂ)opular they are.

“People could guess the out-
come after hearing results of
the centre which was an-
nounced first. ﬂLb}Ir::B ed HZLEID
voies q.gainst 41 in that
centre”.

She also told the gathering
that the government filed cases
against 400 BNP workers cen-

tring the by-election. e
e BNP chief claimed that

the;dtyrant' yernment com-

pelled them call hartal and

take to the streets, “We had no
intention to call hartal but we
are forced to do so to protect the
economy from ruination and
tli::d nation from being crip-
pled.”

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament further alle
that they were not allowed to
speak on the floor of the House.

e Opposition is supposed to
project the government’'s mis-
takes in Parllament and help it
get corrected. But they are sup-

pressing our voice and making
untrue statements there.”

Khaleda Zia also accused the
AL government of violating
laws in each and every step to
“protect individual, group and
party interests.”

Bodos kill 23
settlers 1n

Assam

GUWAHATI, India, Dec 12:
Tribal guerillas today shot dead
23 Muslim settlers in the worst
single massacre inr the far-east-
ern Indian state of Assam forc-
ing authnrtticudtn deploy the
army, police said, reports AFP.
said militants from the
Bodo tribal community opened
fire with automatic weapons at
a group of about 30 Muslim
wood-cutters in Kokrajhar dis-
trict, killing 23 of them in-
stantly.

“The victims had gone to the
forest to collect firewood when

were attacked,” K Deka, the

divisional lice superinten-
dent, told the agency by tele-
phone.

"All of themm were shot from
int-blank range.," he added.
al officials said the killings
were part of an "ethnic cleans-

ing" Bodo militants which -

has already claimed about 300
lives over the past one year. The
victims have included both
Muslims and Hindus.

Aulhorities immediately de-
Eloytd army troops in the trou-
le

d region. The Assam state

government also rushed police
reinforcements to the area, and
denounced the cold-blooded
killings.

The police blamed today's
incident on the outlawed Na-
tional Democratic Front of
Bodoland.

members "determine that my
errors of word and deed require
their rebuke and ensure, | am
rm;lztnmmptthn.'

inutes after Clinton fin-
lsimdﬂmm:?ﬂttncgﬁmd al-
lowing Republican airman
Henry Hyde to make the simple

but dramatic announcement
that "Article One is approved.”
The vote was 21-16

strict lines, for an article
accusing president of per-
jury before a jury.

It was the committee's

third presidential impeach-
ment vote in US history.

Clash in & around
Ctg 'Bijoy Mela'":
50 injured

CHITTAGONG, Dec 12: About

ple were injured in a
between two rival groups
in and around the on-going

50

"Bijoy Matadi. [ﬂcm r fair) at the

ou s um port cit

today, UNB. "
itnesses said the trouble

started when a group of uniden-

tified ths attacked a

of B at Nasiman Bhaban in

front of the fair at about 9.30
pm. They also exploded crack-
ers. The injured were mostly
visitors and passersby.

Nation remembers

From Page 1

on the world map.
Those who fell victims in-
s, Jorterey it
, Joytirmo uha
'I‘hnkurftmapur.:’Ir Earntqr::ruhjr Bhat-
tachariva, Dr Mofazzel Haider
Chowdhury, Prof Muniruzza-
man, Prof Anwar Pasha. Prof
Giasuddin Ahmed. Dr Fazle
Rabbi, Dr Mohammad Murtaza,
Dr Mohammad Shafi,

Shahidullah Kaiser. Sirajuddin
Hossain, Nizamuddin med,
Ladu Bhai, Khandaker Abu

" Taleb, ANM Golam Mustafa, *

Shaheed Shaber, Nazmul Haq,

- Altaf Mahmood, Nutan Chan-
dar Singha, RP Shaha, Abul

Khair, Rashidul Hasan, Sirajul
Haq Khan, Dr Alim, Abul
Bashar, Dr Muktadir, Faizul
Mahi, Dr Sadeque, Dr Aminud-
din and Saidul Hasan. .
They were tortured at differ-
ent concentration camps and
eventually killed, mos at

Rayerbazar and Mirpur killing
grounds.
The s' mutilated bod-

ies with hands tide behind and
blindfolded were identified
later by their near and dear
ones.

To mark the day, the Na-
tional Flag will be hoisted at
half-mast on public and private -
huildings and black flag will
also be ted. -

The Betar and the TVwill
broadcast special programmes
highlighttnﬁ the significance of
the day newspapers bring
out special supplements.

Apology for Bapex, again

From Page 1
rency to gay for the gas devel-
npe(f by t

“Besides. we must consider
our monitoring strength.
Petrob a can not even han-
dle the existing PSCs right
now."

Rafidul Islam Khan further
noted that there was nothing
wrong in exporting gas if the
country had adequate reserve.
"But how much is adequate?
All countries maintain a min-
imurm reserve equivalent to.10
years' requirement. In that cal-
culation, we must have at least
15 TCF gas for ourselves and
then think about export”™, he
said. -

KA Salek in his key-note pa-

r said, the government should
eave aside some of the proven
Eas cxﬁnlnratinn blocks for

. 1t should also revise the
existing PSCs as regards pur-

chase of gas from foreign com-
panies and consider export of
gaaH mentioned that
Petrobangla was appointing
foreign consultants to assist it
in monitoring the activities of
foreign oil and gas companies.
“But the fact remains that there
is not enough manpower in

e foreign companies.”

Petrobangla tc do the monitor-
ing. You will need manpower to
monitor the activities of for-
eign consultants,” he said.

The GTCL Deputy MD em-
phasised formulation of gas
utilisation policy and suggested
that Petrobangla shoul re-
structured for greater responsi-
bilities in future.

Prof AKM Abdul Kader said
there are varying estimates on
gas reserves as all the gas fields
were not properly appraised.

“The Chhatak gas field was
shut down after extraction of

2.3 per cent of its projected gas
reserve. Feni gas lﬁ:ld}ex:as sﬁut
down after 25 per cent extrac-
tion, Kamta field after 11 per
cent extraction and Bakhrabad
field started Elvmg sand instead
of gas after 46 per cent extrac-
tion. This shows that we don’t
have proper figures about our
own reserves,” said Prof Kader.
He noted that to generate 700
MW power, some 100 million
cubic feet &as was required ev-
ery day. Bangladesh requires
some 500 MW additional power
every five years to meet its
growing demand . After every 7
years, it needs one more fer-
tiliser plant. “Therefore the
need to develop gas fields is
tremendous,” he pointed out.

'Cultural movement

From Page 1

The function was also ad-
dressed by Vice-chancellor of
Dhaka University Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, Prof Sirajul
Islam Choudhury, Syed Sham-
sul Huq, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Nasiruddin Yusuf Bachhu and
the Jote leader Golam Quddus.

Ramendu Majumder, president
of the Jote gave the a of
welcome.

The function was attended
by freedom fighters, leading
cultural personalities, educa-
tionists and intellectuals.

The President said the his-
tory of march towards democ-
racy in B adesh was not too
long and no mentionable ex-
ample could be established in
democratic behaviour as yet."
"But | believe, our tion in
our march towards racy
will be fulfilled one day” he said
with the hope that conscious
cultural activists would set a
glaring example creating a posi-
tive influence in the country's
social and political arena.

Earlier, President Sha-
habuddin paid glowing tributes
to Father of the Nation Banga-

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
mar, MLHibna.gar government,
freedom fighters and all others
for their supreme sacrifice as
well as contribution towards
the historic Language Move-
ment, War of Liberation and all
democratic movements.

"We are known as an inde-
pendent nation in the world
and we must evaluate our suc-
cess in les’ welfare,” he said
calling for pursuing united en-
deavours to identify causes of
failures and devise ways {0 re-
solve them. "We are all equal
partners of our success at
the same umﬁ i;:r: haﬁ ;]1 ahll::
the responsibility o ures,
he addﬂg

The President described as
praiseworthy and commend-
able the activities of the cul-
tural activists in all democratic
and progressive movements
and in mobilising public on
opinion on various issues.

He said a cultural activists
with this aim in view should be
liberal and above party or any
opinion. He expressed his firm
optimism that Sammilito

skritik Jote would be able

to achieve this target.



