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Down to Earth

Proposed Girdles of Waterways

The volume of Dhaka City's
size in men and vehicles has
been steadily building up to a
monstrous proportion. The
unchecked growth of slow-mov-
ing rickshaws all over the city
compounded by the similarly

roliferating mechanised ve-
EIEIES has created such a hor-
rendous situation that at pre-
sent there are hardly any roads
in the city whose intersections
are free from long-term spell of
wait to allow movement of ve-
hicular traffic of various de-
scriptions in alternative direc-
tions.

Lately some new ideas are
being aired as possible means of
easing the congestion. We have
already a surfeit of plans and
ideas as viable modus operandi
for tackling the ever growing
city congestion. Ambitious
plans in this behalf with sub-
stantial volume of foreign aid
for constructing fly-overs, by-
Eass roads etc. are frequently

eard. But there has been very
scanty evidence so far of solid
achievement by way of their
implementation. While the in-
terminable debate on possible
relief in this sector continues,
the size of the city with its popu-
lation and their infrastructural
needs -suffering under severe
strain has been bloating all the
tine.

In this context, the all-im-

By A S M Nurunnabi

portant point raised in a recent
seminar has ‘been that it is
worthwhile to construct a circu-
lar water way around the capi-
tal as a means of easing the
traffic congestion and facilitat-
ing drainage of flood water,
Elucidating the idea, it has been
stated that protection of lakes,
ponds, and wet lands in and
around the capital and keeping
the drainage channels open are
imperative needs for maintain-
ing healthy environment in the
city.

Fﬂbsenrers find several snags
in the proposal which may
seem utopian for constructing
circular waterways around the
city. Though emphasis was laid
on putting a stop to the ﬁlgi;lf
up of lakes and other water -
ies around Dhaka city and al-
lowing reservation of water in
them, it has been felt, by and
large, that such ideas may not
go far enough for all practical
gurpnses. e reasons seem to

e very much obvious, We may
not lose sight cf the fact that a
building spree in the city is very
much in the ascendant. With
the result that it may not be
very lar-fetched to fore-see that
Lthe building spree would spare
very little of the waterways
around the city which could be
utilized for any other purpose
except house-building, consid-
ering the prevailing building

craze.
Against this background, the

more practical suggestion ap-

pears to relate to the govern-
ment decision to develop a good
number of satellite and new
model towns around Dhaka
city. The proposed satellite and
new towns are said to include
Purbachal New Town Frgf,ecl.
Expanded Uttara Model Town
Project, Purba Baridhara Pro-
ject, and Dhansona New Towr
Project. Along with this, it has
been stated that in view of the
need for expansion of the city
area with the fast increase in
Fupulauun. traffic and other
oads, the government has al-

ready taken up a plan to expand

the area of Dhaka city to 1.529
kms under a master plan.

All this appears quite im-
pressive on paper. e main
questions relate to issues of
substantial funding and speed
of implementation of those pro-
jects. If these projeets raise only

opes in people’'s minds without
any prospect of their imple-
mentation in the near future,
the consequences will be only
greater sulfering of the growing
population with the ominous
threat of a possible backlash.
That is why the implications of
all the proposed projects are so
much vital for the country's fu-
ture.

Koirala asks King to dissolve

KATHMANDU, Dec
Nepal's Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala has asked King
Birendra to dissolve parlia-
ment following the mass resig-
nation of all 13 communist
ministers in the government
coalition, the state radio an-
nounced today, reports AFP.

Koirala also asked the King
to call general elections on May
31.

All 13 communist ministers
in the Nepal government coali-
tion have resigned en masse on
Thursday after they failed to
reach an agreement with their
Nepali Congress (NC) partners.

The Nepal Communist
Party-Marxist and Leninist
(NCP-ML) had issued an ultima-
tum to the NC it wouid pull out
of the coalition. formed only

four months ago, if the govern-
ment did not fulfil the terms of
an agreement signed by the
communists with nine other
leftwing parties.

When the deadline ran out
on December 1 Koirala had
agreed to fulfil all the demands
except the removal of Inspector
General of Police Achyut Kr-
ishna Kharel. He also asked for
more time.

The decision to resign was
made after talks on Thursday
beiween the two sides failed to
reach a solution, sources said.

The NCP-ML had also called
for the removal of Indian
troops who were stationed in
the Kalapani area, an arid
mountainous region. 415 kilo-
metres (259 miles] northwest of
there, since a 1962 Indo-China
war. Both Nepal and India lay

parliament, call polls May 31

claim to the area.

They also wanted the gov-
erniient to deal with Maoist in-
surgents who have been waging
a 'people’s war' since February
1996, but all government efforts
to talk to the rebels have been
rejected. The government has
also offered an amnesty to any
guerillas who surrender.

More than 600 people in-
cluding police, civilians and in-
surgents have died so far in the
violence.

AP adds, King Birendra is
scheduled to fly back to Kath-
mandu on Monday from Lon-
don, where he has been under
medical treatment after suffer-
ing heart trouble. If the King ac-
cepts Koirala's proposal, Koi-
rala will lead a caretaker go-
vernment until the election.

PM goes to
Barisal today

From Staft Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 11: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-
pected to lay the foundation
stone of the Doarika and
Shikarpur bridges over the
river Sandhya on Barisal-
Faridpur highway, some 18
kilometres from Barisal town
at 10 am tomorrow.

She will also address a pub-
lic meeting at the Bangabandhu
Udyan here at 3 pm.

These two bridges will be
constructed with an estimated
cost of Tk 112.76 crore, includ-
ing Tk 90 crore financial assis-
tance from Kuwait. Tk 22.76
crore will be provided by the
Bangladesh government.

The construction of the
bridges is expected to be com-
pleted by 33 months, official
sources said,

FEMA says

From Page 1

FEMA said that other irregu-
larities and improprieties were
also found such as faulty voter
lists which prevented a number
of voters from exercising their
franchise.

"FEMA found suspicious
movement and activities on the
part of certain activities of cer-.
tain political party which
would seem to lend substance to
reporis that the voting was be-
ing manipulated,” it said with-
out %.llving any further details.

The coalition reported
‘medium to heavy turn out of
voters” and said that the pres-
ence of female voters was low,

FEMA also observed that the
pre-poll situation in the con-
stituency was marked by allega-
tin.. .- gross violation of elec-
tion laws, rules and regulations
as well as serious incidents of
violence, intimidation and ex-
ercise of undue influence,

Observers in all 8] pollin
centres were posted by FE

while five of its mobile teams

comprising of members of its
district and national commit-
tees inspected a large number of
polling stations to oversee and
check the progress in vote cast-
mF and, where relevant,
allegations of fraud and irregu-
larities, the report stated,

FEMA vnlﬁnwatigatc and
document its findings in subse-
quent reports, the statement
a

Call of a fantastic future

By M Shamsur Rahman

Nafiz Fuad Pritom will turn
ten on the 26th. His parents
roinised him a computer on
1is birthday. He and his father
have come all the way from
Thakurgaon to choose one [rom
the BCS Trade Show.

Nafiz comes from a typical
middle-class family. His father
knows career in information
technology (IT) is the ultimate
challenge of the 21st century
and has decided to buy his son a
computer. His wife works for an
NGO. Their income is limited,
yet they don't mind. He has
come to the show in the hope of
buying a personal computer in
reduced price.

The five-day computer ex-
travaganza, which began in the
city's IDB Bhaban at Agargaon,
has drawn quite an attractive
number of visitors, from all
walks of life, on the very first
day. The organisers have ar-

ranged Iree bus services to bring
the visitors in. Seventy-seven
hardware and 37 software com-
panies, 18 training institutes,
seven internet service providers
and 12 computer-related publi-
cation houses are displaying
their products and services in
151 stalls. Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria inaugurated the
fair in the morning.

The visitors in the early ses-
sion were mostly students,
many accompanied by their

arents. Some came 1o see new
i-tech IT accessories while
others, like Nafiz, came to buy.

"My wife has agreed to pay 50
per cent of the price. Our budget
is 50,000 taka." Nafiz's father
Mosharraf Hossain said.

"My son can operate Win-
dows 95 and 98." said the proud
father. "He learned them from
his uncle. My son will be a next
generation programimer.”

From e )

tions broupght out a militant
procession yesterday from
Muktangan, which, after parad-
ing different city streets, was
terminated at Shahbag crossing
with a brief rally, addressed by
the part’'s cily unit convener
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP.

Addressing the rally, Khoka

alleged that AL “terrorists”, in
presence of telecommunica-
tions minister Mohammad
Nasim, cast false votes and cap-
tured polling centres after evict-
ing BNP agents. “People of the
country will try Nasim for his
crime” he alleged.
a “The terrorist minister had
killed many political leaders in
1974 after bringing them out
from Pabna jail. People of this
country know his past and pre-
sent misdeeds,” he alleged.

Khoka claimed that the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has lost people’'s
support and is now trying to
cling to power depending on
BDR and police forces.

He the police to remain
neutral during opposition’s agi-
tation pro mes and to stop
repression on BNP activists.
*Don’'t resort to repression on
our men unnecessarily ... Don't
be too much enthusiastic. List
of the enthusiastic policemen
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BNP _ demonstration

will be prepared for taking ac-
tion against them in future,” he
said.

The BNP.leader also urged
the people to observe Sunday's
hartal and build up a vigorous
movement to topple the
“subservient” government free
the country and the people. He
also urged government officials
not to attend offices on the
hartal day.

Jamaat-e-Islami, Jatiya
Ganotantrik Party (Jagpa) and
Jatiya Party [Z-Mr brought out
seFarate processions and held
rallies in the city.

Jamaat's rally at Purana
Palton was addressed by ATM
Azharul Islam, Advocate
Jashimuddin Sarkar, Aminul
Islam and Moulana ATM Ma-
SUIMm.

Jagpa brought out a proces-
sion from urana Paltan,
which was led by party chief
Shafiul Alam Prodhan,

Jatiya Party (Z-M) also
brought out a procession, led by
Shamim Al Mamun.

3 killed in Ctg

road accident

CHITTAGONG, Dec 11: Three
persons were killed and two
‘others injured in a road acci-
. dent here today, reports UNB.

Police said the accident oc-
curred at Shikal Baha on Chit-
tagong-Cox's Bazar highway in
Patia thana here mi; aboélflsl Al 15

m as a passenger bus am

aribahan dashed an autorick-
shaw. The victims were travel-
ling by the autorickshaw.,

The bus driver managed to
flee along with the vehicle.

Zillur urges BNP
to withdraw
hartal

Awami League general secre-
tary Zillur Rahman yesterday
blasted BNP for calling hartal
on Sunday "on the plea of rig-
ging" in Thursday's Pabna-2 by-
election, reports UNB.

In a statement, he said the
by-election result was the re-
flection of people's confidence
in the Awami League govern-
ment's commitment to ensure
their rights to volte and food. It
also reflected the development
aspiration of the people, he
added.

Welcoming the "verdict of
the people" of Bera-Sujanagar
cqnstituency, he said rejecti
the results and calling hart
are part of a pre-planned con-
spiracy and negative politics of
EN']:‘i]

e LGRD and Cooperati
Minister cangralulalt:’:d t?g
Election Commission, pollin
officials and employees ang
members of the law enforcing
agencies for conducting a neu-
tral election.

Terming BNP's allegation of
rigging as false, fabricated and
motivated, he said. "They (BNP)
are now accusing others as they
could not forget the vote rigging
by them in the past.”

Zillur expressed resentment
over the hartal programme and
urged BNP to withdraw it.

He also called upon the coun-
trymen to reject the "illogical”

hartal if BNP does not with-
draw it.

JCD activist
chopped to
death in Feni

FENI, Dec 11: A group of
armed men chopped one JCD
aclivist to death and severed
both the legs of two others at
village Udrajpur in
Dagonbhuiyan here last night,
reports UNB.

Police and family sources
said armed hoodlums number-
ing about 30 surrounded a house
in the wvillage and forcibly
picked up Sabuj, 25, Molfiz Ud-
din, 22 and Abul Kashem. 23,

They chopped Sahu{' to death
and cut olf both the legs of two
others.

The miscreants themselves
took the three victims to the
Dagonbhuiyan health complex
from where the injured were
shifted to Feni Sadar Hospital.

The body was sent to Feni
hospital morgue for autopsy. A
case was filed in this regard.

Sabuj was a wanted accused
in Sramik League leader Milon
murder case. Milon was killed
in October.

District unit of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and Juba Dal in
separate statements condemned
the incident and held BCL re-
sponsible for the Kkilling one
and injuring two of their work-
=

Khulna city

AL leader
shot dead

KHULNA, Dec 11; Unidenti-
fied assailants gunned down a
local Awami League leader in
the city this evening, reports
UNB,

Police said the miscreants
shot Shahjahan Ali Sheikh, 29,
Convenor of Awami League
Ward number 14 unit, at Eijar
crossing in Boyra area at about
7:30 pm as he was having tea
standing in front of a Lea stall.

Shahjahan was rushed to
Khulna Medical CuIIf:Fe Hospi-
tal where doctors declared him
dead.

The reason behind the
killing could not be known
immediately. Police visited the

spot.
Computer Samity
urges Khaleda to

withdraw hartal

Star Business Report

Bangladesh Computer Sami-
ly (BCS) requested the opposi-
tion leader Begum Zia to with-
draw Sunday's hartal.

The call from the computer
dealers came at a hurriedly
called press conference at the
IDB Bhaban yesterday.

The five-day computer ex-
travaganza which began in the

city yesierday was also extended
till Eg:ccmbcr 16

Impeachment

From Page 1

failed to maintain neutrality in
the election.

About extension of hartal,
the sources said BNP had no
plans for Sunday’'s shutdown in
view of two occasions — Mar-
iayn:d Intellectuals Day the next

ay and Victory Day on Decem-
ber 16.

Present, among others, in
the review meeting were BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan, joint secretaries

eneral hraf Hossain and
aris Chowdhury., Mohammad
Shahjahan MP, Amanullah
Aman MP, Nazimuddin Alam
MP, Golam Sarwar MP and
Khairul Kabir Khokon.

Meanwhile, Jatiya Party (Z-
M) co-chairman Kazi far
Ahmed and JAGPA president
Shafiul Alam Prodhan, her al-
liance partners, met Begum Zia
separately at her Minto Road
official residence last night.

Theﬂl exchanged views on
prevailing political situation.
Among others, BNP leader
Sadeq Hossain Khoka and
Amanullah Aman were present
at that time,
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GLAMOUR TAKES TRADITION ALONG: Bengali women
and sarees go together better than anything else. These
two ladies at a fashion show titled Chironton Bangladesh
organised by Zonta Club IV at a city hotel yesterday are

terrific examples.

. Gold, banned

medicines
seized at ZIA

By Staft Correspondent

Customs authorities at the
Zia International Airport
seized 420 grams of gold in bars,
400 grams in ornaments and
contraband medicines valued at
about Tk. 51 lakh in separate
incidents yesterday.

A customs surveillance team
seized the gold from a passen-
ger. Shaheen Sikder bearing
passport number 064 7859, who
arrived at the airport at about
8:00 in the morning by Emi-

rates flight EK 612, customs

sources said.

The passenger declared 420
grams of gold in bars but the
surveillance team found an-
other 400 grams in ornaments
[rom his possession. As per the
regulation, officials seized all
of them as he had given a wrong
statement, sources added.

In another incident, the
custom surveillance team re-
covered contraband medicines
and photo films worth about
Tk.13 lakh from two suitcases.

Customs officials on a tip-
off seized both the suitcases,
destined for Sylhet, when they
reached the airport from Dubai.
One of the suitcases carried a
tag (no. XH 113280}, customs of-
ficials said.

Separate departmental cases
were liled.

10 shops, 2 motor
garages gutted
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Dec 11: At
least 10 shops and two motor
garages were guited in two sepa-
rate lire incidents in the city
last night, reports BSS.

In the first incident, 10
shops were damaged at Mi-
akhan Nagar, Bakalia here,.
Fire originated from an electric
short circuit at about 3 am, po-

lice and fire service sources

said.

Seven fire service units ex-
tinguished the blaze which
lasted for an hour.

Minister for Labour and
Employment M A Mannan to-
day visited the place of occur-
rence. He talked to the affected
people and assured them of all
possible help.

The second fire incident
took place at Askarabad under
Doublemooring thana last
night which gutted two motor
garages.

Originated from a lamp, the
fire lasted for about half an
hour.

Five fire fighting units
brought the blaze under control
at 10 pm, the sources said.

Double murder

From Page 1

was arrested [rom his house in
village Golabari in Bhuapur of
Tangail.

Acting on Rafiqul's confes-
sion, Tejgaon police rushed to
the spot again and dig out the
money hidden under the floor
of his house.

In another incident, detec-
tive police arrested an alleged
criminal from a city hotel and
recovered two revolvers from
his possession at late Thursday
night. Police identified him as
Babul, 30, arrested from Al-
Farugee hotel at Kamalapur.

A case was [iled with Moti-

| jheel police station.

—Star photo

Now comes
WASA with

water in
bottles

By Nazmul Ashraf

Good news for consgunmers of
drinking water in bottles!

Dhaka WASA is coming up
with something a lot cheaper,
For almost hﬂlFlhE price of the
popular brands,; it will market
purified water in similar bot-
tles to compete with some 25
private companies in business.

"A one-litre bottle of WASA-
produced pure drinking water
may cost Tk 6 or 8 against Tk 15
to 20 being charged by the pri-
vate companies,” said Khan-
dakar Azharul Haque, Manag-
ing Director of the WASA.

Haque said last week that
the Consumers® Cooperative
Society of WASA was Prepaﬁn
for the production of purifi
bottled water.

The Society has already set
up an office at Segunbagicha for
the project which is likely to
start in a lew months, sources
said adding WASA's laboratory
and quality control system will
be used for the purpose.

The WASA chief executive
said the bottled water available
in the market is not mineral
water as claimed by the produc-
ing companies. ose are only
purified water. But their quality
or purity is not always main-
tained.”

"WASA produces one of the
best quality water in the world
in terms of purity. Qur water is
100 per cent pure at the produc-
tion level but the purity goes
down to 70 per cent while it
reaches the consumers due to
faulty pipelines,” he said. Be-
sides, he said, the ?ualit}r falls
further because of reservoirs
used by consumers.

In case of bottling drinking
water by the WASA. 100 per cent
pu:'jity will be ensured, the MD
said.

B'baria incident
5 eminent citizens to

exchange views with

members of public
By Staff Correspondent

Five eminent citizens will
exchange views with the mem-
bers of the Fuhlic on Monday's
incidents of violence at Brah-
manbaria in which several
hundred women NGO workers
were assaulted by a section of
madrassah teachers and stu-
dents.

The exchange of views will
take place today at 10 am at the
WVA auditorium at House no 20
. Road no 2, Dhanmondi Resi-
dential Area, a joint statement
issued by the five citizens said
on Thursday. They have also
sought cooperation of all to
make the discussion successful.

“We, the peace loving con-
scious citizens of the country
Elfu'n:mFlirJ condemned the me-
dieval barbarism by funda-
mentalists,” they said. Signato-
ries to the statement are: poet
Sufia Kamal, Neelema Ibrahim,
Prof.Kabir Chowdhury, Justice
K.M Sobhan and Kazi Farook
Ahmed.

They expressed grave con-
cern over the terrorist activities
and apprehended renewed vio-
lence following the incident.

|

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina reaffirmed her pledge o
reinforce a process of fair poli-
tics and restore violence-free
campus, UNB.

“We have succeeded in restor-
ing a stream of sound politics at
least to some extent, and we'll
achieve more in future,” she
said at the Golden Jubilee of Be-

um Badrunnesa Women's Col-
ege yesterday mo

She sought cooperation from
guardiana_ teachers and stu-

ents in her t's mis-
sion to free educational institu-
tions from violence and restore
sanctity of campus enablin
flourishing of knowledge an
free-thinking.

Education Minister AS H K
Sadique also spoke at the func-
tion chaired b Fﬂncipal of the
college Prof Hii(u ar Huda.

Sheikh Hasina was a student
of the Eden Intermediate Col-
lege, later renamed Begum
Badrunnesa Women's College,
and was an elected vice-presi-
dent of the college students
union.

She said her party has roots
in people's love and confidence.
"Our politics is not dependent
on student politics as we do not
need to use them as a tool for
survival.”

Unless any national issue
arises, what is the necessity of
student movement, she won-
dered, with regard to current
trends of campus politics.

"Terrorisrn does not de-
liver...politics banking on ter-
rorism and devoid of ideology
cannot last long," she said.

Elaborating on the motto of
her politics and the objectives
of her government, the Prime
Minister said, "We want to
make Bangladesh into a Sonar
Bangla, once dreamt by Father
of the Nation, which will ensure
food and shelter for all, and
raise head aloft with dignity.”

Hasina said she lost every-
thing on the black August 15
night of 1975 and had nothing
to gain for herself. "My only
objective now is how to free the
country from hunger and
poverty.”

Stressing the need for ex-
pansion of women education
she said women's rights could
not yet be established as it was
desired.

"No nation, state or society
can progress keeping behind the

PM renews pledge for
terror-free campus

women, who constilute half the
population,” she told her audi-+
ence at the celebrations.

She referred to government
policy for wemen and children
rights, but said much more
steps need to be taken and
called the educated women
to come up for social reforms

for enlightening more of their
folk who are still lagging be-
hind. She fel} the n for fur-

ther
cation.

The Prime Minister de-
scribed the direct participation
of women in Union Parishad
elections as a "silent revolu-
tion” in empowering rural
woInern.

She mentioned her govern-
ment's initiatives to bring more
women in key official posts.
"We have got one female secre-
tag and will appoint two fe-
male ambassadors. We have al-
ready made two women SPs.”

e Prime Minister gave an
important disclosure that she
had already talked to the Presi-
dent about appointing a lady
judge in the Supreme Court, for
the first time in the country.
She., however, pointed to the
barriers of seniority in promot-
ing women to pivotal posts,

Reiterating her governmen-
t's pledge for achieving 100 per
cent literacy, she said although
literacy rate grew 56 per cent
from 52 per cent in one year,
about half the population still
kept groping in the darkness of
illiteracy. More educational in-
stitutions are required for
reaching the goal, she added.

Number of educational insti-
tutions has not risen to cope
with the growing population,
she noted, informing that the
Land Ministry has been asked
to find out places for 10 new
schools in the city.

The Education Minister said
it is a great pride for an educa-
tional institution to get one of
its old Jm ils as Prime Minister.
He said the Education Ministry
would support the college for
introducing honours and
master’'s course in science sub-
jects.

Vice-Principal of the College
and convenor of the Festival
Committee Prof Khurshid Ja-
han welcomed the guests while
secretary of the committee
Fahima Khatun gave the vote of
thanks.

nsion of women edu-

‘Trans-Asian highway

From ["ige ]

mar and the state ministers of
India and Bangladesh. All the
sessions would be held at the
Sonargaon Hotel. A 10-day
BIMSTEC Bazaar featuring var-
ious products including tradi-
tional items from the member
countries would be held at
Baridhara on the sidelines of
the conference.

The ministerial meet will
include two working sessions
and be rounded off with a din-
ner by Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad. A press conference
will be held later on the
concluding day.

The three-day international
fora is expected to give in-
creased attention to attracting
international cargo traffic to
Chittagong Port for bolstering
regional trade, providing tran-
shipment arrangements and
catering as a major shipping
hub for refuelling and ware-
housing.

Plans for construction a
large container terminal by a
foreign company in Chittagong
is likely Lo receive adequate fo-

30 injured 1n
post-polls
violence

From Our Correspondent

Pabna Dec 11: About 30
EeOFie were injured, 13 of them
ullet hit, in a clash between
Awami League and BNP
workers at village Bonkhola
under Su{ian ar thana.

The clash followed a heated
discussion between the two
groups over Thursdays elec-
tion.

The 13 bullet-injured were
admitted of Sujanagar Health
Complex. Later three of them —
Matin, Masud Rana and Badsha
— were shifted to Pabna Gen-
eral Hospital in critical condi-
tion.

Earlier seven persons, said
to be BNFP supporters, were
arrested later in connection
with the clash.

Police also recovered one
gun along with 10 bullets.

The arrested persons were:
Khorshed Alam Khan, Chair-
man of Manikhat Union, Alhaj
Abdul Ghani Khan, Hafizur
Rahman, Mukhlesur Rahman,
Shamsur Rahman, Ratan Khan
and Khalilur Rahman.

Char Gazaria
incident: probe
body formed

NOAKHALI, Dec 1]: A six-
member body was formed toda
to probe the incident of attac
on villagers and kldnappingo:_ﬂ
ﬁlrla from Char Gazaria, a -

ering village of Ramgati with
Daulat Khan tlilﬂqnﬂa of Bhola
district, reports ;

Local people said the kid-
napped girls were left at a place
near Char Gazaria early this
morning.

cus [rom the neighbouring
countries looking for more
favourable harbour facilities. A
detailed study would be com-
missioned shortly for enhanc-
ing the infra-structural facili-
ties at the Chittagong Port,
sources said. :

The new regional grouping
is expected to get a more con-
crete and durable shape at the
Dhaka meet, said State Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs Abul
Hasan Chowdhury while talk-
ing to The Daily Star.

He will preside over the
working sessions of the 3-day
conference.

The Dhaka meet is also
likely to identify the thrust sec-
tors of the organisation. Plans
are on the anvil to find ways
and means of focusing on ex-
panding trade, investment,
tourism, exchange of scientific
and meteorigical data.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Abul Hasan said that ESCAP

has been authorised by BIM-
STEC to conduct a sthady for

coustriction of the highway.,
Stretelies of the highway al-
reacly exist and it is a maiter of
linking up and providing facili-
lation services.

Discussions are also ex-
pected to take place to draw up a
possible list of tariff conces-
sions and create free trade
zones in the BMISTEC coun-
tries.

The original grouping com-
prising four littoral countries
ol the Bay of Bengal --
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka
and Thailand- was launched
with the name of BISTEC.

Later at a ministerial level
meeting last December in
Bangkok, the four founding
members agreed to admit
Myanmar, renaming it BIM-

Khaleda

From Fage 1
per a blue print”.

"We cannot accept this
shameless and naked vote da-
coity. We cannot allow snatch-
ing of people’s voting rights. So
the election will have to be can-
celled immediately and re-
polling held.” she said.

Besides terrorism let loose
by Awami League activists in

resence of ministers , many
eaders and activists of BNP
and its front organisations
were arrested under false cases
and houses 8f many others were
raided forcing them to flee, she
alleged.
ays before the election,
voters were threatened not to
cast votes. On the ;l)olling day,
voters , particularly women,
were harassed and obstructed
from coming to polling cen-
tres,she alleged.

The Election Commission
and the local administration
did not take any step despite re-
peated complains, the BNP
chief alleged.

Referring to removal of Re-
turning Officer by the CEC, she
said it was nothing but an eye-
wash. “The DC, before his re-
moval, had completed all

reparations to co-operate with
the ruling party candidate”,



