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Crying behind the domestic bars | Goyt 1ooks clueless, and BJP rudderless

Abdi is only eight years old.
At this age, she has already seen
the darker side of life. She has
already found out how cruel
hu]manr hhﬂngs can be. ghtgn a
rl of her is expect 0
% school, EJ started Hgt-
ing with the economics of exis-
tence. In the hope of two meals a
day and a 'secured’ life for her
youngest daughter, Julekha
sent to work as a domestic
assistant at an industrialist’s
residence in Gulshan. At almost
midnight Wednesday, her
daughter came back home, her
forehead swollen, eyes almost
closed and bruises all over the
body — evidence of brutal tor-
ture by Salma Azim, the mis-
tress of the house. Abdi's fault
was she refused to eat stale food
for she was given for lunch.
Salma couldn’t tolerate such
‘disobedience’. In a. bid to
‘discipline’ the ‘disobedient’,
she first tried to stash the rot-
ten and stinking food into Ab-
di's mouth. When she threw up,
it only fanned Salma's wrath.
She beat her with a stick and, as
if it were not enough, banged
her head against the wall, and
then she simply threw the little
ﬁirl out of the house in the dead
ours of night.

Abdi is now under treatment
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). She has al-
ready been to the operation the-
atre. The doctors had to remove
pus and blood clots from her
wournds. She cannot see any-
thing with her left eye and the
right eye is no better. The doc-
tors are still uncertain whether
she would ever get her eyesight
back.

The sorry tale Abdi is noth-
ing new. In this country, the
Julekhuas send the Abdis to
work as domestic hands in the
‘hope that they will at least have
two meals a day and have new
sets ol clothes couple of times a
year. Above all, they will be
sale. In reality, more often than
not, their expectations are cru-
elly belied. The children soon
find out that benignity is the
last thing their employers can
show to them. They realise they
have bargained freedom for two
meals a day. Securedbéife be-
comes synonymous to being se-
cured in:gilde Eﬁr walls. ¢

*My employer never lets me

PABNA, Dec 10: Opposition
BNP' leaders and MPs who
stayed at different centres dur-
ing the by-polls in Pabna-2
constituency today brought al-
legations of widespread irre%u-
larities against the ruling
fwami League, reports UNB.

Jut several polling agents of
the BNP candidate differed with
their senior leaders and said
the voling at their respective
booths were held without any
problem.

"Voters came spontaneously
and exercised their rights with-
out any obstruction.” said Tulu-
jan, a BNP polling agent at the

Sujanagar Pilot High School
cerilre.
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While this girl keeps the study of her empln}'er"a daughter
clean, she herself doesn't have access to education.

out of the house,” said Yasmeen,
a ten-year-old who has been
working for a family in one of
the capital’'s posh residential
areas for more than a year now.
“Even when they go out, the
lock me inside the house, a
alone.” |

Employers, however. think
that is the wisest thing to do.

“Never let your servant go
out, not even for a walk.” said
one housewife, an ‘expert’ in
handling child domestics.
“They cook up stories about us
and spread them around.”

Seldom there is a happy em-
ployer.

"Whenever they get the
chance, they cut corners.” said

Another BNP pﬂlliﬂ% agent
at the same centre, Fatema
Khatun, echoed Tulujan and
called the voting at the school
as free, fair and impartial — the

popular slogan of the Election
Commission.

But two BNP stalwarts, for-
mer ministers Abdul Matin
Chowdhury and Barrister
Aminul Haq, who were outside
the centre accused the ruling
party supporters of adopting
unfairmeans.

At Dhopakhola Coronation
High School in Bera thana, two
other BNP leaders — Amanul-
lah Aman MP and Khairul
Kabir Khokon — alleged that
supporters of Awami League

one ‘experienced’ middle-class
home-maker. "I have to super-
vise every work she (the maid
servant, a 10-year-old girl)

does.

Eve a&r the girl sweeps and
the floors, wash clothes,

dishes and everything there is

to wash. She gets only 300 taka

r month. Abuse and occa-
sional beatings are added in-
centives.

Hard work and harsh treat-
ment, in most of the cases, are
too much for the child domes-
tics to bear and they quit the
jobs. They escape from these
prisons’. :

For some girls, like cases
narrated in Therese Blanchet's

have cast 400 to 500 false voles

at the centre.

However, M A Razzak. a BNP
polling agent at the centre, con-
tradicted the duo, said: "There
were only four of five false
votes. Perhaps, you've mistak-
enly figured 400-500."

mmediately before the vot-
ing ended at 4 pm, BNP leader
Barrister Rafiqul Islam Miah,
standing outside the polling
centre at Char Govindapur
School, charged the govern-
ment with adopting un-
fairmeans in the election.

But the version of Sham-
sunnahar, a BNP polling agent
at the school, was similar to her
counterpart Rawshan Ara that

Quality Worldwide Logistics

landmark study Lost Inno-
cence, Stolen Chzd!lmd. it
wa nd abuse and beating.
In her k published in 1 :
Blanchet narrates the ul;m-E:‘f-
Alea, a child maid who was

raped at the age of 11 by her
master's 17- -old son, and

then by the employer himself.
At the age of 14, she was raped

again by her employer in a new
home.

Just over a month back, a
police constable was arrested in
the capital for allegedly raping
his eight-year old maid servant.
Certainly, there are more such
cases closed doors.

Most child domestics receive
little or no salary at all, with

the ave income of the lucky
ones being less than 200 taka a
month. have no set work-

ing hours, and work continu-
ously from dawn till evermu:
oes to bed late at night. 1.
the employers believe they are
doing t helpless children a
b vour and assume the role
a demi god in their lives. The
verbal abuse and occasional
beating "is for their welfare,”
said a ' housewife of the
two little girls h:lpin%' her in
domestic chores. "Otherwise,
they would go astray.”

There are 'naive’ emp
as well, who treat the child do-
mestics as of the family.

"I am at | am for them,”
said Islam (not his real name),
now amn em at a Im-
ment establishment, of his
former employer. “My mother
used to work lfor the family and
I hel her. They never treated
me like a servant. Amma (the
mistress of the house) made ar-
rangements for my schooling.”

] More !pftt:n lh;ﬁ rg;t I:hc em-
oyers lorget that iring a
Ehi d dnmcgam: they are viulnit-
ing his or rights, defined by the
Convention on Child's Rights.
True, they give them two meals
a daf and new sets of clothes
couple of times a year. But in re-
ving hard work.
ing the children
any favour. Kind treatment
could ¢ the complexion of
a child domestic's life. Most
employers fail to understand
this simple truth and as a re-
sult, in our country, Abdis’
agony often offsets Islams’ ec-
stasy.

turn they are
They are not

BNP agents differ with leaders

there was no problem and vot-
ing at the centre took place in a
fair manner.

While visiting a number of
centres, this correspondent
found no serious irregularities
in the election held amidst un-

recedented security measures.

e number of false votes was
very few and some of the fake
volers were arrested.

However, some ple who
would hardly be 16 years old
were also seen standinﬁ in

ueues to exercise the right to
ranchise. Awkat Hossain at
Char Bhabanipur School was
one of them. Two others, Kam-
ruzzaman and Salam Sheikh,
al Manikdir High School ad-
itted that they were below 18.

The political scene in India
has m been more uncer-
tain as it is today. The govern-
ment can fall at any time. Still
that time can stretch to
months. There is no viable al-
ternative in sight. Nor does
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, who emerged as the
most important person after
elections in Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Mizoram and -

than. seem to be in a hurry.
t looks as if she will keep the
threat hanging. Her statement
that Congress is ready for a
fresh poll is enough of an indi-
cation.

The tragic is that the
BJP, which leads the coalition,
is s0 demoralised that it is func-
tioning like a lame-duck gov-
ernmment. The allies are in tact
and they have reiterated their
support to the BJP. But the
party has lost nerves. It, like
the allies, realises that it is a

long journey cover the distance
ug to the general election in

In such a frame of mind, it is
no surprise that the govern-
ment should look clueless and
the BJP rudderless. What to do
and how to retrieve the image
are the problems, which the
ﬁrt}* and the coalition face.

ey t a pathetic picture.
As an activity of sorts, a whis-

ring campaign has already

gun against Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee. "He has
not recovered from defeat.” a
top BJP leader says. This may
well be a justification for the
hush-hush demand that Home
Minister L K Advani or Defence
Minister George Fernandes
should replace him.

Such a talk has only in-
creased the uncertainty. The
bureaucrats, who have a sensi-
tive antenna, have already
lengthened the red tape. The
economy has crumpled. Busi-
nessmen and industrialists
have thinned out in the BJP
camp like rats leaving a sink-
ing ship. And queues oulside
Sonia Gandhi's residence and
the Congress office are increas-
ing nd proportion.

Will there be a mid-term
11? This is the question asked
MPs in the lobby, journalists

jral
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Post-election India

_ By Kuldip Nayar

in the press gallery and others
outside parlilament. Nobody
knows the Ercciae answer. How-
ever, one thing is clear. No Lok
Sabha member wants a mid-
term poll. And whatever the

permutation and combination
discussed. the bottom line is

that there should be no fresh
polls. Yet most of themn have a
nagging feeling that t cannot
avoid them for long. The BJP
anticipates the next election
sometime after the budget
session that begins in February.

All have turned towards
Sonia Gandhi. But she has not
yet decided whether to pull
down the government or as-
semble an alternative. There is
no doubt she wants to pick up
the pieces if and when the
coalition breaks up. But how to
initiate the process without
Congress coming into the pic-
ture is the problem. Reportedly
AIADMK chief Jayalalitha was
sounded on withdrawing sup-
port to the coalition. But agz
wanted to know: "Then what?'
She believes that Congress
wants to use her, but not to pay
the price.

it seems that Sonia Gandhi
is less and less inclined to ac-
cept a non-Congress govern-
ment for the rest of the Lok
Sabha termn. Her advisers have
succeeded in convincing her
that even the support to the
Deve Gowda and the Inder Gu-
overnments was wrong.
Had Congress not done so, the
party would have emerged by
this time supreme, She has be-
un to believe this theory. But
is may well be part of tactics.
If she wants the BJP, a party
that she hates the most, to con-
tinue to head the government.
why should she be express
regrets over the two Janata D
an:mnmma, which were ideo-
ogically near to Congress?
Sonia Gandhi's immediate
attention is reportedly focussed
on how to cut Mulayam Sin
of the Samajwadi Party in UP
and Laloo Prasad Yadav of the
Rashtriya Janata Dal in Bihar,
to size. She realises that with-
out bagging UP and Bihar,
which have 139 seats in the Lok
Sabha. Congress cannot go very

far. In fact, Sonia is said to be
elucidating the thesis that the
country should move towards a
two-party system. no one com-
ing in between.

If it is so, she is mistaken.
Some regional parties have
come to stay because they draw
their s from :
The success Congress has
achieved in the four #* _tes is be-
cause there is no regional party
in the area. Moreover, she
should not forget that ple
have voted the BJP, not
for C ess, which is yet Lo al-
tain popularity.

Congress should not, how-
ever, make much of the success.
The y will begin to be on
test now. Sonia Gandhi will be
under examination. At present,
she is like ﬂlle hllilnk screen tha&
many ¢ have projecte
their lgﬁad‘;st image o:{. Let
down by Vajpayee and the BJP,
they are increasingly pinni
their hopes on her an
Congress. She is the most im-
portant person on the Indian
scene because she has seized the
initiative from others.

Still very little is known
about her and her views. Where
does she stand on foreign af-
fairs, economic matters or so-
cial problems? That she is not
parochial is clear. But when she
is mentioned as the country's
Prime Minister if Congress
comes to Rowcr there is need to
find out her opinion on differ-
ent subjects. So far, the nation
is fa r with her as the tra-
ditionally headcovered Indian
nari (woman). She is a tactician
and speaks in general terms.
But what is her approach to the
country's burning problems,

ke Kashmir, Assam and the
ortheast?

In an interview she has ex-
ressed her views on Centre-
tate relations. She is in favour

of taking over the state gov-
ernments, a step from which
the Janata Dal and the BJP
have refrained. Asked whether
the Centre under Congress
would take over any state gov-
ernment, she said it would be
decided on "case by case" basis.
That means she is not op

to Article 356, which gives the
Centre powers to dismiss an

11, 1998

Iinstailment facility available

elected state government. This
reflects the same old absolutism

of .

As the sesident,
she has spanned diflerences in
the party. It is now coherent
&‘5 ha:d persons of different

an asions, accept-

ing what muﬂ Maharashtra
leader Sharad Pawar or Ra-
asthan's popular figure, Raﬁh
tions. e

lot, are no exce
has also proved to Ee a shrewd
golltjcsL
ringing

observer of Indian
Sens the need of
back Muslims, Dalits and the
backward to the fold of
m- they were once the
of the party — Sonia
Gandhi has gone about
them methodically. She has
also announced reservation for
women and a better deal for the
Dalits and the backward. Re-
cently, she wrote to Ali Mian, a
leading Muslim theologist. re-
etti the raid at his resi-
ence. (He is the one who gave
the fatwa that Muslims should
withdraw their children from
the schools, which make the
singing of Vande Mataram and
Sart.}.swati Vandana compul-
SOry).

It was former
ter V P Si who had enticed
Muslims, backward and the
like from Congress. After his
exit they have n a non-BJP
force. siding with secular and
regional parties. Some have
even strayed into the BJP.
Congress is beginning to win
them back b{; glﬂar;_% them a
platform in the party, which
was theirs at one time.

Of course, this has been at

prime minis-

the expense of the third force,
which to have been dec-
imated. Still it presents an al-

ternative to both C ess and
the BJP that the nation re-

uires, Tomorrow when

ongress comes to power, the
BJP will be the alternative. The
non-performance of Congress
may bring back the BJP with a
vengeance. Then the latter will
know no compromise, no ac-
commodation. It will be a pure
Hindutva. Not a good proposi-
tion for a democratic country,
which takes pride in its plural-
istic society.

Bring Madrassahmen to book

NGO leaders demand

Representatives of different
NGOs at a meeting here yester-
day demanded immediate ar-
rest and punishment of the
madrassah teachers and stu-
denis who were responsible for
assatilting women and torchin
schools for grassroots-leve
children at Brahmanbaria on
Maoriday.

The meeting was held at the
ADAB (Association of Devel-
opment Agencies in Banglad-
esh) office with its president
Dr.Kazi Furuque Ahmed in the
chair.

The micefing in another reso-
luticn coy demned the role of
~the Deputy Commissioner of

By Staff Correspondent

Brahmanbaria for his “negli-

nce of duty and support to the
undamentalists”. It demanded
his immediate removal and
legal action against him, an
ADAB press release said.

In another resolutinn thie

urged the governmernt
to stop all

ants and cancel en-

listment of those madrassahs
whose teachers and students
were involved in the attacks. It
also demanded legal action
against the principals and
teachers of those madrassahs
and issuance of show cause no-
tices on their governing bodies.
The meeting called upon the

=

Communists leave
Koirala in the cold

KATHMANDU, Dec 10:
Nepal's Communist Party quit
the ruling coalition today, de-
priving Prime Minister Girlja
Prasad Koirala of a parliament
majrqﬁ-ity, reports AP.

e fate of Koirala's N
Congress government would be
known tomorrow. It was not
clear if the government would
have to resign because the
sition appeared too divided to
form its own majority to re-
place it.

All 13 cabinet members of
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Marxist-Leninist) gave in their
resignations to Koirala at his
official residence, party offi-
cials said: The communists had
joined the government in Au-

communists’ demand that the
government sack the country’s

lice chief, include at least

ommunist Party members in
the cabinet and appoint thcir
supporters to head district ad-
ministrations in some key ar-
eas.
But their main difference
has been setting a date for the
next general election. Koirala
wants an early election in April
1999 while the Communist

roup wanted balloting In

ovember next year as sched-
uled.

"The Nepali Congress
showed no political h . We
decided to withdraw from gov-
ernment after it showed no in-
terest to fulfill our demands,”

Central Committee Member Ki-
Koirala refused to accept the  ran Gurung told reporters.
Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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government to ensure law and
order in Brahmanbaria distrigt
and security to NGO workers
there . Otherwise, poverty alle-
viation, rural development and
on-going post flood rehabilita-
tion programs taken up by
NGOs will be affected, the
meeting observed. It urged the
home ministry to take steps in

this ard.
NGO leaders Rokeya Kabir,
Arma Goon, Siddiqur Rahman,

Syed Nurul Alam, Omar Farook
Chowdhury, Mohammad Ka-
mal Uddin, Fazilatunnesa,
Thomas Decosta, Advocate Ku-
drat-e-Khuda. Mousumi Das
Purkaista and Minar Monsoor,

among others, spoke at the
meeting.

She came too

PABNA, Dec 10: A centenar-
ian woman came to a polll
centre in Sujanagar thana an
waited for long in the queue be-

fore exercising her franchise in
the Pabna-2 by-election today,
reports APB.

Akhterjan, believed to be
about 110-year-old, came to
Bhabanipur Government Pri-
mary School centre a rick-
shaw van and bided her time
patiently in the queue leaning
on two of her great grand daugh-
lers.

For the old woman it was a
different experience. "This
could be the last exercise of
franchise in my life, but it is
quite important for every con-
scious citizen to cast his or her
vote in an election,” she told
waiting journalists.

"I hope whoever is elected,
will work for the people of the
constituency,” said the cente-
narian woman who appeared to
be in -Hwial mood despite all
the hassles she had to undergo
to come to the centre.

Akhterjan, wife of one
Manik Sardar of Bhabanipur

. sald she was quite satis-
fled to have been able to cast her
vote

“I encountered no difficulty
I in casting my vote", she said.

Transport
strike
called off

Bangladesh Road Trans
Workers' Federation (B
has called off its indefinite
strike scheduled to begin today.

reports UNB.
BRTWF withdrew the strike
after a with Communi-

cations Minister Anwar Hos-
sain at his office yesterday.
Federation president M G

Islam, Abdur
Rashid, organi secretary
Hasibul Hasan u and vice-

president Yakub Ali, Bangla-
desh Truck Drivers’ Sramik

Federation president Moha-
mmad Ismall, joint secre

Karar Mahmudul Hasan and
BRTA Chairman A N Hussain

were present at the meeting.

Two security
guards of city
trading house

murdered

By Staff Correspondent

Two at:curlt{.' guards were
killed allegedly by dacoits and
Tk 4.22 lakh was taken away
from a trading house in the
city's Kawranbazar area yester-

Police and hospital sources
identified the victims as Mo-
hammad Ali, 28, and Zakir
Hossain, 24. Ali hailed from
Savar and Hossain from
Raipura in Narsingdi district.

olice suspect that in the
early hours of yesterday, a

oup of dacoits ente the
stabbed the two guards
to death and took away the

money from the cash box of
HmEmployne;ofthe \
company
first saw the bodies in a
pool of blood on the floor
when they came to office in the
. Both the victims were
residents of Monipuripara in

T mh'::i:miodgedm
case

Tejgaon ice the executive

director of HRC co y. Po-

lice arrested one Asard I this
connection.
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Memorial for the martyred intellectuals won’t be ready until end of 1999
By Gobinda Bar

Construction of the Mar-

t Intellectuals” Memorial at

e Rayerbazar Baddhyabhumi

(killing ground) is less than

half way through now although

it was to be completed by this
month.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina had laid the foundation
of the memorial on December
14 of 1996 and directed the au-
thorities to complete it by De-
cember this year.

-Engineers at the site told
The Daﬂgusmr yesterday that
the construction work will take

one year more. They claimed
that the recent floods had de-
layed work but other sources al-
leged that the pace of construc-
tion work was very slow.

The memorial is being con-
structed in memory of the in-
tellectuals who were killed by
the Pakistani army at the fag
end of the Liberation War. Their
bodies were dumped there.

PWD E eer Manoj Kumar
Das who supervises the work
said the main components of
the monument will be com-
pleted April 1999 and that
the whole work will be finished

by December next year.
Construction of the Tk 15
crore project began in January
this year after completion of
site development work earlier.
Architects Mohammad Jami
Al Shafee and Fariduddin
Ahmed said the memorial will
comprise a 29-foot ‘'mourni
pillar’ and a 52-foot back wall.
The complex will be covered
with a banyan tree and others
including Palash, Shimul and
Krishnachura. There will also
be seating arrangements and a
lace for a small gathering in
ront of the 'mourning pillar’,

Lhcg said.

ngineer Saman Ali of Ru-
payan Prokoushali. the con-
struction firm building the
memorial, said at least 200
workers were working there but
the work was being hampered
due to low voltage of electricity.
"We have to use generators,” he
said.

The engineers also said that
roads leading to the Baddhyab-
humi are in bad shape and will
have to be developed to make
access to the memorial more
easy and comfortable for visi-
tors.

PABNA, Dec 10;: Zafarullah,

a tenth grader in a local hi
school, had to pay for his
chivalry.

Visibly an innocent boy of
hardly 15, Zafar entered the
Tanti Primary School cen-
tre to cast vote in favour of a

candidate in today's

particular
arlilamentary by-elections in
ﬁie Pabna-2 constituency. But

P ::ed wﬁy ‘zmntend to

commit the crime of castin

false vote, a tearful Zafarulla

said, "I did not want to do it. |
rather opposed the idea con-
ey T T
u : n, s when
sumg of Inend‘;?allcd me a
coward.” He was courageous
enough to admit the truth. But
the law enforcing agency per-

From Nurul Kabir

sonnel had to go by law. They
detained him.

A similar adventure b
Harunur Rashid, a 12-year-old
illiterate boy, ended in tears. He
was held by a policeman at the
Jahanara anchan® High
School centre. In tears, Harun
wWas apol
to the trate concerned for
the crime he was perhaps not
aware of. He says that he felt
thrilled when a distant cousin,
a few years senior to him, asked
him to cast vote on behalf of an
absent villager.

But his initial thrill eventu-
ally turned into deep regret. "I
would never make any such at-
tempt, if you please free me this
time. | shall hot even enter a

lling station iIn nT'% life.”

arun was waliling. The poor

fellow looked really broken.
Harun's wailing touched the
Presiding Officer of the polling
station. ile offering him an
apple, the officer whispered
into the ears of this correspon-
dent. "Don't worry, 1 won't put
this boy behind the bar. | would
set him free after an hour.” It
was 1:30 pm.
Alam Mollah, another mi-
nor, however, went un shed.
Two journalists challenged
this boy when he y cast a
vote in favour of the ruling
art candidate at the
?nrn aria Primary School
centre in Sujanagar thana. "l
am 18," Alam claimed, But doc-
uments showed that the vote he
cast was of a 22-year-old man,
while he looked not more than
15. The polling officer clearly

'Polls bring tears to poor teenagers

seemed to be liberal and the boy
man to flee in no time.

The Daily Star correspon-
dents happened to meet him
outside the centre. "l cast a false
vote,” Alam admitted following
queries. "l was advised to do it
by a Bara Bhai of the ruling

rty.” Eventually he seemed to
E repentant.

At Kadoa Primary School
centre, some half a dozen kids,

12 to 16, were seen

by police. According to their
made before a group
of sts, they tried to cast

fi votes in favour of Awami
League, Bangladesh Nationalist
Part an Jatiya Party
c ates. If their claims are
true., all the minors were
enticed by their ‘political elder

brothers



