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When the boat comes
in: The street children of
the inland port at Sadarghat
on the Buriganga wait by the
quayside for the launches.
Carrying the passengers’
luggage ashore is their
ticket to a square meal.

A chance to play:

Waiting for the Boat to Salvation ...

Picking garbage from the
streets or carrying luggage
at the jetty may be their only
means of staying alive, but
the street children of
Sadarghat are not “all work
and no play”. They gather
and reclaim a small piece of
‘ their childhood.
Laughter is the best
tonic: The days are tough
and nights are worse, but
these children still find a
reason to laugh to their
hearts' content. The .

children have nowhere to

g9, nowhere to sieep, but
e life stili holds its lighter

.t o 8l moments for them.
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- Old Banyan Facing Mortal Threat | Acid Burnt Tohura

By Delwar Kabir
' Jhenidah

HE grand old hanyan tree
in  Suitala-Mallikpur
viiiage ol Raiganj thana

i# mart of the folklor¢ and

natural heritage of the region.
But this impressive giit of
nature is facing ruination,
thanks to neglect of Man.

Countless legends give the
tree an aura of mysiicisr, Ac-
cording (o local people, the trec
kad about 650 hanging rools,
but these have decreased alarm-
ingly over the vears. The main’
tree has gradually deciuad, as
Miu'.p reed got the better of
aclthetl: sense, Not any in
truder or trader from far off, but
the tree has been: assauited and
mutflaied by Ly a section of io-
cal alluvinbal glople.

The hanven tree stands
about 200 fect high. and its
branbcecs spread over a wide
area, etlirnated to be about 20
Digha. TN are many opinions
aboul th: tree. Sorae say it Is
about 300 yeais old. Others dif-
fer and suggest that the tree
would be about 800 years,

‘there are many legends sur-
rounding the name of the tree.
witich is ponularly known as
Suitalar bat gachh'. Local peo-
ple presume that the hanﬁing
'roots of the tree were so sharp

and the the village. adjescent to
Mallikpur, itself took its name
‘Suitala’ from the tree,

In 1982, a broadcast by the
BBC from Loidon claimed that
the banyan tree at village

Mallikpur in Jheradah was e

largesi Danvan tres in Asia. T
teleenst Ly BRC goread 2 rars
and fame of the grand old

banyvan Iree of Jhenidah far
and wide:

Earlier: & banyan tree at the
botanical garden at Howrah in
Calculiti was recognised as the
largest banyan (ree of Asia.

Seme local ple believe
that (here are ll?:lﬂrit.s on the
tree. Thoey say the fortancs i
the locval peopls are Haked ta

the tree. To protect the villagers
from the evil slap of the laines.
iocal people arrange various
Frayt-rs and leave sweetmeats.
oodgrains, money under the
tree frequently, The practice of
appeasing the fairy of the
hanyan ree is more popular
with luc people of the Hindu
commur ity

The iree 18 a sanctuary for
men Aod wornen driven to ex-
haustion by the vagaries of na-
tirc. During severe drought and
Lot sunwmers. when tired people
take rest under the tree, they are
glad Lo fecd the cool breeze
ruathing thr the lzaves. The
ground cuvered Ly U wranches
of the tree is a popular resting
place for locals arnd travellers
alike.

As the main tree vanished
earlier, other big branches of
the tree are also being damaged
_?{Ia section of dishonest people.

s mutilation of the banyan
is likely to affect the visit of
tourists from various parts ol
the country as well as abroad.
To Aattraet tourists, the
Jhenidah District Council

(Zilla Pimmgﬁdwua%ﬁm a
e storey 1g acent
o the j

d old banyan tree
about nﬁn years back. But the

bungalow remains closed. Ne-
ect and « has affected

‘:hl.: m al{l}le windows of
e y.

Last year a local NGO
namely Unnayan Dhara hired
the bungalow (0 run their devel-
opment activities for the r
and disadvantaged e of the
locality. The workers of the de-
velopment organisation are
now acting as guides to visilors
co to have a look at the
banyan tree.

Hib Bashar Nayan, Direc-
tor of Unnayan Dhara said they

By Delwar Kabir

1T WO yenurs ago, Tohura

married woman. Or so she
had thought.

Today. she counts her days
in agony. Her body severely
burned the acid thrown by
her husband, Tahura is alinost

resiﬁ'ned to an early, painful

She faces
o partis of her anatomy burned
by the acid, including her geui-
tals, but ker poor family cannot
afford to pay for the treatment.

Doctos at the local thana
health complex at Moheshpur
have dons all they can, but
drugs
are simply not =available lo-

cal]_ly&
this day, no development
or tion nor any
son has came forward to help
her with treatment

Tohura says that she mar-
ried Nur Islam who was her
neighbour at Kultala viliage in
Moheshpur thana of Jhenidah
the second time about 'wo
back. As Nur Islam had two

Jhenidah

Khatun was a happily

- nt damage

for treatment

years

acid on me", Tohura says.

Her chest, hands, genital or-
gans and other were humt
severely. She was rushed to
Moheshpur thana health com-
plex with the help of her rela-
tions.

M A Jalil, sub-in wor of
police of Moheshpur and
the investigation officer (I0) of
the case said that Nur Islam was
a notorious thief in the locality.
Marriage was another hcbby
for bim, the 10 said.

Nur Islam was caught by lo-

rﬂlpeogeun:dn after the inci-
dent. Dr Kazi I-yorhadul Hagq.

Awaits Painful Death

medical officer (MO} at Mo-
heshpur thana heallh complex
sald (hat Tohura's genitals were
badlv affected and her treat-
ment had been hampered due to
lack of proper dr%ﬁs.

Tahura's brother said that
they were very poor in the local-
ity and had no ability to ar-
range money for the treatment
of his sister. '

The MO of Moheshpur thana
health complex fe that To-
hura's genitals might bhe dam-

permanently whether im-
mediate trealment was ensured
or not.

other wives and unabie to bear
Tahura's ses, she divorced
him about four months ago.

When Nur Islam received the
divorce notice. he was livid
with rage, and threatened {o
teach her a lesson. Tohura re-
calls the fateful morning of
Sept 29 with horror.

"As usual that morning. |
wenl to the toilet in a bush near

have submitted a proposal to
take care of the tree and to
make it more attractive to the
tourists as its was really an as-
set for the country.

that they resembled needles {(in |7 e b
Bengall sooch or sui means [ e e
needle). For sharpness of the E&% e
hanging roots, the hanyan tree

w38 named ‘Suitalar bat gachh’

Health is All the Ragé
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Victim of man's endless greed
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| Barind Boﬁncing

Hits

Narco Menace

By K M Rezaul Hoque

Gaibandha

- HE residents of

T Baromtair, a small village

under Shaghata thana,

has set a glittering example for

the people of Gaibandha to
follow.

Ail the famtifes in the vil-
lage wuse sanitary latrine
whereas the percentage in the
district is only 40, according to
a survey conducted by local

Conscliousnees among the
vilagers, inosily fishermen,
about health and hggiene is,
however. not-so-old a phe-
nomenon. Only three years
back in 1995, e were only
two sani latrines jor 171
families in the village. The vil-
lagers then used open space,
“bamboo groves or crop fields.

consequently polluting the en-
vironmentl. [nlestinal diseases

were wide-spread. Many people
died of Marrhoea and dysen-

tery.

I-ll'ielklu. since they were not
aware of the danﬁ:f in dri
water I;Eymfellm . pond an
canal, easy prey to wa-
ter-borne diseases, and every

" low-cost sanitary

year a good number of people
including children, died.

‘The entire scenario change«d
in 1995 when Samaj Kalyan
Sangstha, a local NGO, started
the programme of generating
awareness among the villagers
about health and hygiene.
Later, the NGO Forum extended
a helping hand. The forum se-
lected Baromtair as a model vil-
lage and started implementa-
tion of its programmes.

The NGOs arrapged discus-
sion and vicw-exc ng ses-
sion on sarftation pﬂmag
health care. As the concept
pﬂmar‘yn healih care became
clear them, the villagers
started realising the of
drinking water tube-wells
and using senitary latrines. But
there was another problem.
Most of the familics in the vil-
lage were poor and could not

tube-wells or sanitary la-
trines of their own. The NGOs
came up with the soluticl.. It ex-
tended short-terin loan against
ware and
soon every lamily had a sani-
tary latrine of their own.

Over the last three years, the
number of families in Barom-
tair rose to 190 and population
to 980. Now, there are 28 hand-
operated deep tube-wells.
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Back from
the Floods

By Abdul Wadood
overnment has allo-
Tk 7.37 crore to

~ Rajshaht
1=
"cat
repair the damages caused

by the recent flood to different
ment projects under the
Barind Multipurpose
Development Avthority
(BMDAJ, sources said. '
The BMDA, which covers all
‘the 25 thanas of Rajshahi, Na-
tore, Naogaon and Cha-

ninnﬂb&:mj districts, was
anad with a view to initiating -

all-out development, cspec
in ltur:.p fisheries and In}:
frastructures like roads, electrio
supply . and malataining eco-
logical balance i the regon.
The prolonged floorl, which
had the entire reglon under wa-
ter from July to tember, has
left signs ol destruction in its
wake. Deep tube-wells, pump
houses, electric poles, trans-
formers and lines, roads and
trees under BMDA projects and
total damage has been esti-
mated at nearly ten crore taka.

By Monojit Kumar Das

Magura:

DDICTION to drugs and
other narcotics is on the
rise in the district,
especially youths.
Ganja, phensidyl, country-
made liquor and rectified spirit
are available in towns, and
even in the established bazaars
of many villages of the district.

According to sources in the
Narcotics Department, there is
only one licensed t of wine
at M town of the dis-
trict. The department has
launched special operations (o
do away with the narcotics
business in the district, but in
vain. The shop-keepers, who
sell banned substances, seem to
have a mechanism op-
erating for them. Every time
there is a raid, they somehow
manage to smuggle ganja,
phensidyl out of
and hide them in a safe place.

Students, jobless people and

eir shops

' Magura Town Youth

even the children of solvent
families are main consumers of
ganja. phensidyl and country-
made liquor.

Huge quantity of ganja is
S ed into Lhe district ev-
eryday. Bidi and cigarettes,
stuffed with ganja. are sold for
four to five takna per stick at the
established bazaars in towns

and villages.
Accorgf.ng to official sources

at the Narcotics Department,
ban on ganja and its trade was
im in 1987. Cultivation of
anja and hashish is, neverthe-
ess, in a full at different
parts of the country. On Lhe
othér hand, henald{}é a
banned medicine, is ing
sm into the district from
India in the district.

Despite the efforts of the
Narcotics Department, there is
a boom in the business of ganja,

hcnlidﬁl and country-made

undreds of people, es-

&cclnll the teenagers. are

ken to addiction every year.

As the concern of the conscious

section of the society increased,
so0 does the number of addicts.

our house. My husband was
waiting for me outside. As | was

presence, my husband threw the

using the toilet. unaware of his

v TR

Deceived, deserted, but not vet defeated
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From Our Correspondent

and Trape cases have
marked a sharp rise over
the last few months.

Sixty-five abductions and
three rape incidents were re-
ported last month.

Lipi Rani Das, a student of
class seven, was kidnapped
from the Kalibari area in Muk-
tagacha on October 2. Three
days later, Nurjahan. 22, a
third year student at the Rang-
pur kﬁl‘lﬂll College (RMC). was
also abducted.

Ruma Sarker, a 14-year-old
student of class ten at the Mo-
hakhall Girls High School, was

THE number of abduction

kidnapped on her way back
home on October 8. Police are
yet to rescue her.

Mymensingh

the bod

Four days later, a microbus
driver foiled the bid to kidnap
Sultana Aktar, a student of
class seven at the Muktagacha

N N Girls High School, by a

group of miscreants. The mi
crobus was rented by the goons
Tanjima Laizu, 16, was ab-
ducted [rom Lakshikola area i
Muktagacha thana on Octobes
8. Lalzu is a student of Hazl
Kashem All Women's College.
Smriti Rangdi, a tribal
housewife oi [ hin Maizpara
Tangat! area under Dubaura
thana, was allegedly raped by a
young man n Hazrat Ali
on October 3. Two days later,
Juleka Akter, daughter of
ga!ﬁiﬂ: :‘]L of tﬂhﬂdura area un-
er at thana, was raped
by one Nazrul Islam.
Mecanwhile, kotwali thana
police of the district recovered
of an tified
woman from a paddy field in

Reign of Terror in Mymensing

Charpara on October 7. There
were several marks of injury on
the dead :

Police alsg recovered the
hanging body of a housewife
from the house of a senior stalf
nurse in the district town on Oe-
tober B. The woman was re-
ported to have committed sut
vide: although autopsy report
indicated otherwise.

Bhaluka thana police recov-
ered the body of an unidentified
woman from Dhamasur village
on October 12 which bore sev-
eral Injug marks.

One Sakila Begum, 2%, a
house wife, was al killed
by her husband Abdul Khaleque
at the Phulpur Bus stand area
under Phulpur thana on Octo-
ber 19.

Besides, seven incidents of
suicide have also been ed
last month at different thanas
of the district.



