The signs shown
by India to open
up to Bangladesh
are welcome.. ..
Significantly, they
did not allow sen-
sitive issues like
transit and gas
sale to cloud their
vision at the talks.
Also, they seemed
cognizant of an
anti-Indian feeling
breeding unneces-
sarily among busi-
ness circles in
Bangladesh from
the growing trade
imbalance
between the two
countries. Let’s
tidy up

this mess. ..
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Trade with India |

Ice is melting, But just, India has come unl&]gggtt of the

way to signal [I'IEEUI‘FE our huge trade deficit wi coun-
try. Complete duty-free access of our exportables, meaning
Zero- entry into the Indian market, remains a far cry.
Yet what has been cleared at the just-concluded talks
between Indian Commerce Secretary PP Prabhu and his ‘
Bangladesh counterpart Alamgir Faruq Chowdhury looks like
an ice-breaker. The hitherto rigid and almost wholly barren
pattern has been broken. In the first place, a deck-clearing
approach is perceptible from the fact that the meeting has
been held at all after six years of a time-lag, the last one hav-
ing taken place in 1992. Furthermore, it has not gone the
way of earlier talks producing very little by way of anglr specif-
ic decision to reduce the yawning trade gap. This time the
meeting between the commerce secretaries stayed focused on
substantive issues of trade deficit and ways to curb it with
the result that the agreed minutes speak of concrete steps
forward.

The withdrawal of all non-tariff barriers is certainly a
breakthrough. This marks a change of attitude, a change of
heart, so to speak, in that a major bureaucratic roadblock is
being put away. Bangladeshi exForters would no lun&ltr need
to Lﬁ(e out licences from the Indian authorities, they can
straightaway open LCs from Dhaka and do business with
their Indian cuuntf:r?arts.

This, coupled with the withdrawal of all quantitative
restrictions from every single Bangladeshi product since |
August last and further reduction in the duty slab by 15 to
20 per cent on top of the previously reduced level of 35 to 40

er cent should start increasing our flow of goods to the
ndian market.

The reason why we have been insisting on a zero-tariff
access to India on a non-reciprocal basis is simple: a desper-
ate situation needs a desperate remedy. In this context, the
question of Indian investment comes along. In stark contrast
to Indian's massive trade presence in Bangladesh, of which
smuggling forms a hugely worrisome part for our small econ-
omy, her investment in Bangladesh has been minuscule. But
the field is wide open for India in the textiles, pharmaceuti-
cal, leather and machinery sectors, to name only the major
prospective areas. Joint venture projects are welcome, and
with buy-back arrangement they would be an icgg on the
cake. Indian Commerce Secr PP Prabhu himself thinks

that B desh which has achieved an export growth of 13
per cent this year — way above the neighbouring countries'
performance in this area — beckons In entrepreneurs to I

invest in Bangladesh.

When we ask for zero-tariff from India the question that
inevitably figures is: how prepared are we to ‘flood the Indian
market” with our goods, the .agenda we vociferously hold so
close to our heart? Let's face it, our export base is narrow,. |
70 per cent of it is made up by the readymade garthents sec-
tor leaving room for, in fact, an impelling m e that we
keep our eggs in more baskets than one. India co rhaps
grant us zero-tariff gi(?htawa}r, thereby daring us to flood its
markets with our products.

Indian commerce secretary on return to New Delhi said
that Indian goods sell heavily in Bangladesh because of their
low prices. For us the cue to take is: we should bring down
our costs of production by raising the level of efficiency.

The signs shown by India to open up to adesh are
welcome, to say the least. Significantly, they did not allow
sensitive issues like transit and gas sale to cloud their vision
at the talks. Also, they seemed cognizant of an anti-Indian
feeling breeding unnecessarily among business circles in
Bangladesh Trom the growing trade imbalance between the
two countries. Let's tidy up this mess, and fully.

ificance of human ts
in maintaining world order,
peace and security, the UN
enacted the Declaration on 10
December 1948 as the first
step in the of its grand
scheme, the creation of an
international bill of human
rights.

The Declaration has con-
sistently been inspiring the
gzndwth of an cver-Frnwing

of international human
rights instruments both within
and outside the UN. The 1950
decolonisation declaration, the
1965 discrimination elimina-
tion convention, the 1966
international covenants on
human rights, the 1970 decla-
ration on friendly relations,
the 1975 Hels accord, the
1979 convention on women
ts, the 1989 convention on
children rights, and the
European, American and
African human ts conven-
tions and charters are few of
many contemporary examples.
The acceptance of the
Declaration -by so many states
SOt Wiy o1 sk
i ol its
now en ayb legal sta-
tus in the form fundamental
rights in the constitutions of
UN members.
omissions and contra-
dictions of the Declaration
have received ample scholarly
attention. Some major ones
are explained below.

What are human rights?
Ever since their inception,
human ts have defied any
precise ition. Relentless
search for a definition with
wide support and sufficient

recision has produced no
rable result. Quite consis-
tently with this trend, the
Declaration has afforded no
definition either. In my opin-
fon, nuchh:: definition is n:;l-
ther possible nor necessary for
the operation and implementa-
tion of human ts. Let me

lain human ts from a
minimum threshold perspec-
tive. Human rights are funda-
mental to our nature without
which we cannot expose our-
selves as human beings. These
are requirements that allow us
fully to dcvelnf and exercise
our human attributes and
qualities, such as in %
conscience, and spiritual
needs, incl our uni-

vileges as

N recognition of the crucial
e

ties and human
md these are based on
's quest for establish-

ing human ty and worth.
They far the
comfort and conveniences that
science and technology can
offer. Human ts inherently
to us as human :

They are inalienable in that we
carry them with us wherever
we go. Before these rights,
nationality sinks into the
background States can nei-
ther create human ts for
the benefit of their citizens,
nor can they destroy these
rights. In other words, 3 are
not subordinate to the will of

states, which have almplg
recognised their existence an

There is a long road to be covered

sIﬁ-MSE
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' Human Rights: A Searching Reappraisal

in order to render the contents of

the Declaration universally acceptable. There is a deep abyss between
the solemn theoretical proclamation of human rights in the
* Declaration and the reality of gross and persistent deprivation, with
impunity, of basic human rights all over the world.

assumed obligation to enforce
human rights in their territo-

ries.

The con of a universal
standard of human rights
norms, to be applied univer-
sally, is a eature of the
Declaration. Realistically, this
claim a to be somewhat
pretentious. The Declaration is

a product of its time, a “reac-
tive™ document as a
reaction to the horrors of
Nazism of the time. Its lan-
guage, scope and contents
reflect the limit of UN member-
sh:F at the time of its drafting

adoption. Many UN mem-
bers were then only newly

t states after a

colonial rules and Il!.rrr:: -

dit'nnu. whilst many others
were yet to attain their inde-
ndence. The values, tradi-
and tions of these
states and their were
not issues for consideration
and as such are not necessari-
reflected in the Declaration.

t is largely Euro-centric,
based on the liberal tradition
of western democracies and
natural rights. Its philosophi-
cal base accounts tor the

hu?r em focus on
civil and political rights.
Al economic, and

cultural ts are igﬁiljudl:d.
they are no cqual:y ade-
quately reflected. Indeed, the
inclusion of economic social
and cultural Ir;fhts was a
over the socialist dem . to
whif‘h thwen of natural
was .
righm mﬁtﬂ focus of the
Declaration on individual
rights to the total exclusion of
grnupl m;]_fnllm:uvc h:._I’EIn
ts (such as minori is
m-detcmﬂnaunn. uﬂyal .'md
indigenous peoples’ right)
comes into conflict with
historic soclieties and
ethnic/racial groups in many
lural states. It presupposes
hat every individual as a
creature, is gifted with reason
and will and a complete
human being in himsell/her-
self. Such a non-community-
linked human identit s
absolutely inconceivable in
many ga of the world. To
. human being is not the
Lockean "man”, a view under-
pinning a fundamental differ-
ence between the First World
and the Third World under-

ﬁlnndin% of human rights_ Its
prescription of mdmdﬁgl owT -

ership of private prupertiy is
not universally appreciated.
The “right” centered approach
of the Declaration is not uni-
versal, as many religions. ide-

and some civil law sys-
tems emphasise “duties”
instead of "rights”, or at least
do not conceptualise the indi-
vidual as a ‘Bca.rcr' of rights.

Their underlying principle i
that if duﬂe:ﬂwcgrcp n:fﬁr:m;

Hrﬂperly. rights would be ful-
lled aumnﬂ]uu:alty. Its provi-
sion . 16) guaranteeing vol-
untary choice of marriage
partners runs counter to LEI.'!
practice of arranged mar-
riages, which is an integral

of many value systems of
he world. The Declaration
also seeks to universalies a

ment
constituted through western
style democratic elections
notwiths the fact that
international law favours no
particular form of
and that no part
is free from monarchies, dicta-
torships. unb&nrty rules and

sinql_ﬁ-canﬂda elections.
effect of indiscriminate

transposing western values
and traditions on non-western
states has created an extraor-
dinary crisis in the status of
the Declaration as a universal
document. Since it suffers
from cross-cultural legitimacy,
it may not be seen as settin

multicultural standards o
human ts. Human rights
l;:c\{gluc laden nﬂ cltlﬂ ure
s Cc concepts, ich va

from society to society, tradi-
tion to tradition, and civilisa-
tion to civilisation. The influ-
ence of values and culture on
human behaviours is
immense. The observance of
human rights may be max-
imised by setting their cultural

le ltlmm:g.l standards.
Inﬁi'vidual uman may

be more inclined to observe
rights if sanctioned
their own cultural traditions

and perceived values. The
m:anﬁ'q of cruel, inhuman or

treatment is differ-
ent inh Islamic culture than

h. Saudi
Arabia abstained from the
final vote on the Declaration
and Iran refused to a it
provisions, which are in their
opinions at odds with Quranic
rescriptions. Human rights
of their cultural legiti-
in a given context are
o
v

ma
likely to be misunderstood,
eﬂ’ccti

nil:I.l.lu:rT against their
e 1impiementation.

Thus, it may be futile to rank
different hlimum rights and the
cu a to
TAN v b S e o
Eﬁm‘il}v. e must recognise all
inds of human rights and
their diverse cultural orienta-
tion. and that they are interre-
lated and necessary require-
ments of dignified human exis-
tence. Humwcvtr. this is nathtiu
su?cst at it i1s not possible
to develop a "commeon core of
human rights" by widenin
and deepening cross-cultura
consensus. This proocess may

lead to some rights as
"common” to all cultures and
as such they are uniformly
construed and universally
applicable. Others may be
in and exercised in a
cultural specific manner.
Thus, in order for the
Declaration to be univer-
sal, it must embrace exist-

and of
the world. It must afford a
comprehensive umbrella
under which diverse values
and cultures can co-exist har-

moniously,

issues have
emerged in the :'fikt of the
ongoing process sa-
tion and informed thinking,
which often confront us and
pose serious to the
wisdom inherent in the

Declaration. Let me be selec-
tive in highlighting these
issues. The them is ﬁ
as
T LA
the world and insensi to, if
not discriminatory ﬁalnlt.
women. The th the
Declaration is that “rights”
and the standard for it
is to be "human” are set
#lainsl a male background.
is is quite evident in many
ions, notably “his rights
10), “his family, privacy,
., honour and tation™
(Art 12). “his cnuntlr;"p][;n 13),
and “his property” (Art 17).
Whilst it may be possible to
argue that these are generic
terms for the human race,
they do not necessarily reflect
the very different ces
l'.ha:. tmlng ndcmfr;?:; in accu-
mula and sus
Erg, wealth and m
real life situations. Hence, the
*human” envisaged in the
Declaration is seen to be gen-
der specific rather than uni-
Versal.
Economic rights embodies
in the Declaration are seem-
ingly western capitalistic in
thought. Despite its operation
for years, the Third World
is indisputably encountering a
crisis in economic develop-
ment. The wealthiest 20 &:r
cent of the world’s lation
is 150 times better o an the
rcmaini%ﬁﬂ per cent in the
1990s. e world economic
growth has not brought about
any real benefit to the over-
whelming majority of Third
World countries. Many of them
are sandwiched and suffocated
between radical liberalised,
deregulated and export-driven
industrial economies on the
one hand, and the [MF-World
Bank structural adjustment
grugrammc on the other. This
hird World poverty amidst
ﬂllcnty may be attributable to

e lack of any credible wealth
distribution mechanism in the

capitalist system. The free
market economy and its bi-
roduct; the privatisation,

gm created a risk-free
market for MNCs. In a free
market imperative where the
dogmatic economic rational-
ism' is the decisive factor and
its final arbitra-

EE
i
BR

covert ideology of the survival
of the fittest.

Moreover. such a er-
ence the
capi m as the sole source
S e e e
(] a da
irrespective gﬁct t the

a{:mnmttlmhml
stable pattern of wides

malnutrition and starva in
the Third World. Itmlzmlg:u
ut not

war E%lilllt
lo distribution
wealth and undue enrich-
ment. This n in the
Declaration seeks to univer-
salise the economic values and
experience of the industri-
alised north, which
es the right to write the rules
and contents of economic
rights aof the world, with no or
little inputs from the non-
trialised south.
Hence, the preference
accorded in the Declaration to
the principle of free market
as a means of real-
economic human ts
is grossly oversimplified an
unrealistic, a narrow and
ahnrtf-sl hted sctg;.:tmn to a
manifestly complex problem.
Indeed, the persistent
of economic mar ation of
the south and the inability of
the north to redress it have led
many a ts to that
the economic human rights
contained in the Declaration
are meant for the north, which
will never allow the south to
enjoy those rights. The impact
of economic globalisation is
enormously cataclysmic for
many Third World countries.
The proclaimed economic
rights must be brought into
closer conformity with the eco-
nomic reality in the Third
World. Hollow promises and
cosmetic reforms in the status
quo is likely to be self-defeat-
ing for the Declaration, which
may lose its anchor even fur-
ther in the Third World.

There is a long road to be
covered in order to render the
contents of the Declaration
universally acceptable. There
is a deep abyss between the
solemn theoretical proclama-
tion of human rights in the
Declaration and the reality of
gross and persistent depriva-
tion, with impunity, of basic
human rights all over the
world.

The writer teaches at
School of Law,
University,

Macguarie
Sydney, Australia.
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LETTER FROM AMERICA |

Deceptive Calm on the Western Front, as the Holiday Season Rolls in

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

RADITIONALLY, ihe
Thanksgiving lioliday
(November 26 this yvear)
kicks off Americas holiday
SEAS0IL. This period of
thanksgiving. gift exchanging
and gastronomical overindul-
gence lasts until the New Year.
Thanksgiving tradition goes
back to the days when the earl
pilgrims shared a meal wit
the native Americans, and gave
thanks to God Almighty for His
mercy on them. These days,
this non-religious holiday is
celebrated by more Americans
than Christinas. Families get
together and feast on roasted
turkey. Unfortunately, what is
a day of feasting for the hu-
mans, is also the day of Qiya-
mat for the turkeys!

The most bloated member of
the chicken tamily, turkey's
meat is quite tasteless; in fact,
it is not much more fun than
chewing on rubber. To make
the bland meat palatable,
Americans gu!g liberal doses of
stuffing, cranberry sauce and

avy with it. Having suffered

alal turkey all these years,
this year we decided to go with
chicken roast, prepared in the
Bangladeshi way. Conse-
ﬁently. I have had the best
anksgiviiig in years!

America likes to take a
break from its worldly respon-
sibilities during this month-
long hiatus. Here are the possi-
ble consequences. The Irl?aqis
and the Serbs can expect no
bombing; not that the Serbs
were going to be bombed in any
case. If the Iragis succeed in
not raising America's ire until
December 20, they may gain re-
prieve for a further month. The
reason? These days the western
world knows about Islam. They
do not like to bomb a Muslim
country on Friday, "the Muslim
Sabbath" as they call it. They
would go the extra mile to not
to have to send cruise missiles
to Iraq during the month of
Ra an, lor fear of alienating
the world's Muslims. One of the
unspoken reasons why the Gulf
War ended when it did, is be-
cause America did not want the
fighting to go into the month of
Ramadan (early March in
1991).

As America takes a break,
Messrs. Richard Butler and
Scott Ritter are keeping up the
pressure on Iraq. Like "inde-
gend:nl" counsel Kenneth W.

tarr, UNSCOM (s an organisa-
tion in search of an Iraqi
crime. Recently, it accused
famine-ravaged Iraq of at-

m to buy weapons from
: Hl.;l.lcr.kilr:—chargcufa
ﬁency also own as UN-
ﬂu . has the audacity to criti-
cise his boss, UN Chief Kofi
Annan, and still keep his job.
Clearly, the devious-looking
Butler is on some one else's po-
Ifﬂ:allpayru!l* Instead of be
In jail for spying for Israel,
master spy Scott Ritter is om-
ntpre::;tn on American tcl;.-vi-
sion expert”, urging fur-
ther destruction of Iraq.

1

What Ker'meth Starr never understood is that the American

people

elected a flawed, but brilliant Bill Clinton to the Presidency twice.
They never elected Starr to anything.

. America has finally per-
suaded Lhe Kosovars 1o accepl
autonomy for the time being.
Not much fighting is expected
urntil the snow starts melting in
the spring. Serbs who want to
leave Kosove cannot do so; in
the supposedly same nation, the
Serbs are forbidden by law
from selling properties to the
Albanians in Kosovo! Accord-
ing to the New York Times,
Milosevic is on his last leg. Last
week, he purged his most loyal
lieutenants — a sign that the
Balkans may finally be rid of
its Butcher. See you in The
Hague, Slobodan!

(3aza international airport,
where Israel has [orbidden
President Clinton to land next
week, opened with much fan-
fare. Simultaneously, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu ordered con-
struction of more Jewish hous-
ing on the West Bank. Every
time Netanyahu gives an inch
to 1the Palestinians. he gives a

President Clinton is due to
visit the Gaza city and the West
bank to seal the Wye accord
signed by Benjamin Netanyahu
and Yasser Arafat after long
and hard negotiations brokered
by the US. This ceremonial
visit the US President is ex-
pected to boost the Palestinian
morale and is to lead to even-
tual establishment and recogni-
tion of a Palestinian State in
the Middle East. The hunger
strike by 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners for their release and
the Israeli reaction to it has,
however, put a question mark
on this high-profile visit by the
US President.

In the West Bank and the
Gaza city, the disturbances by
the Palestinian protesters
against Israel's prevarication
with the return of the territo-
ries and its inflexible attitude
to it, is feared to unravel the
whole peace process. If the ex-
change of territories did not
i rrmed as planned and
n the agreement the
utngﬁj release of the prison-
| ers did nntﬁt?kﬁplace as per

agreement, further violence is
feared and the im with Is-
rael and the threa declara-
tion of a Palestinian state by
Yasser Arafat may lead to an-
other war with Israel at a time
when the Palestinians and its

neighbouring Arab countries’

are least pr;ﬂdd'eamd for it. The
llturetzniln X East in this
con , Is rather oomy, to
say the least. ¢

I opiNION ‘
Palestinian Statehood and Clinton's Visit to Gaza

imile of the West Bank to Jewish
zealots. to placate them. Every
time a Palestinian so much as
gives a Jewish settler a dirty
look, Netanyahu stops imple-
mentation of the W accord,
and demands that Arafat meet
more of his outlandish condi-
tions before further with-
drawal. Having grabbed the
world by the scrufl of its neck
thanks to the USA. Netanyahu
can jerk it whichever way he
pleases. What else is new?

Republican George W. Bush
Jr., the former President's el-
dest son, reelected Governor of
Texas in a landslide last
month, visited Israel last week,
That makes it certain that he
will run for the President in the
year 2000. Every candidate
seeking US Presidency has to
make the pilgrimage, and pa
their respects to Israel. They do
not have to visit Britain,
France. Germany or any other
Country: it is

oolhardy for a

candidate to be the US
Presidency without being in the
good book of the Israelis. Just
ask the Texas Governor's dad!
Vice President Al Gore. the

Democralic front ruiiic. is so
pro-Israel that he may as well

call Jerusalem his second
hoine! [ shall put my money on
another declared candidate.
former Senator Bill Bradley of
New Jersey. a [ellow Rhodes
Scholar. News only get better
for Israel. There are indica-
tions that President Clinton is
seriously considering pardon-
ing Jonathan Pollard. who
spied for Israel against the
USA.

Here in America, Henry Hy-
de's House Judiciary Commitiee
very quickly abandoned its un-
successful search for Presiden-
tial crimes in the 1996 Demo-
cratic fund raising. There is a
reneral feeling among the legis-
ators that Clinton's sexcapades
aie not impeachable ollences.

Articles o imEEachmtnl maz

Dr F H Chowdhury

The only ray of hope is the
UN and the Arab League: that
they should try their best in
twisting these two eternal foes’
arms to bring them to their
senses. America's influence
over Israel has to be brought to
bear in full in ensuring that the
accord is implemenied by Is-
rael, and as for the Palestini-
ans. Arafat should try his best
to curb the violence within his
jurisdiction; after all, without
the guarantee of security, Israel
will not hand over the territo-
ries in the West Bank of river
Jordan, however much the
protestations by the Palestini-
ans. The fear is, for the lack of
timely action by the leadership
in the Middle East, the area
may be pushed into the hands of
the most radical elements of
society and no amount of arm-
twisting then will uce
dividends short of reverting
back to permanent clashes be-
tween Jews and the Arabs
livu‘w in this area.

. With Iraq at loggerheads
with the UNSCOM and the
western allies led by the US,
there is no Arab cohesion and
for a unified stand

|'

in solving their domestic prob-
lems. If another war breaks out
in the Middle East, it will put
the solution of the Palestinian
problem back by many decades.
With the price of oil at an all
time low in the recent decades.
the Saudis are not in a strong
position economically. The afl- |
ing King Fahd of Saudi Arabia
and the ageing President Assad
of Syria do not inspire strong
leadership of the kind they pro-
vided in the earlier conflicts
with Israel. The best one can
under these circumstances
is for the Israeli and the Pales-
tinian leaderships to act in a
statesman-like way, rise to the
occasion and deliver the peace
accord they both are signed u
to and their nations deserve it
of their leaders. Their peoples
have lived for far too | under
the shadow of war, uring
deep hatred st each other

now to squander away the real
opﬁ:l't ty for peace the inter-
national

provided them wit

community has now

and the

massive economic ald guaran-
teed to flow in both directions |
once the peace is restored in the

area.

In this sense, President Clin-
Hwt to t:_ll: area inll'ngiullt.i be
nger o ce pros-
g:rlt)r and th:r:ipe:re must not
delayed and should go ahead
unnsnd. At this nt in
history, Clinton's visit should
be a milestone in the Middle

East's troubled history. Salam,
halom.

or may not pass the house
floor: however,; according to
conventional wisdom. iny-
peachment is dead in ‘water
vpon arrival at the Senate.
Rank and file House Republi-
cans are putling intense pres-
sure on their leadership to wrap
up the impeachment inquiry
before Christmas. More worri-
some news for the Republicans:
according to Newsweek, their
darling. Kenneth Starr, is con-
sidering quitting by spring of
next year.

Starr has good reasons to
wart to quit. ‘Although he is al-
lowed to see his investigations
through to completion. the In-

dent Counsel statute itself
is set to expire at the end of June
next year. There is absolutely
no chance that it will be re-
newed. This well-meanin
statute was enacted in the al-
termath of the President
Nixon-era Watergate scandal to
Bmtﬂ:t the nation from abuses
y government officials. In-
stead, overzealous proseculors
such as Starr, with little over-
sight, have used the stalute as a
artisan weapon. This week.
ormer Agricultural Secretary
Mike Epsy. an Alrican-Ameri-
can, was acquitted of all 30
charges of bribery, misuse of
office etc. by a jury. The inde-
pendent counsel in this inves-
tigation had spent 17 million
dollars over four years to come
up with a dry hole! What Ken-
neth Starr never understood is
that the American people
elected a flawed, but brilliant
Bill Clinton to the Presidency
twice. They never elected Starr
to anything. When it came
down to taking sides, they chose
the sinning President over a
self-righteous nobody (Starr)!

The most amusing news to
comie out of Bangladesh re-
cently was the Prime Minister's
proclamation that she would
never call hartal again, if and
when in opposition. Forgive
the analogy, but this is like
someone who made a fortune
running a house of ill-repute,
icketing it for moral reasons!
t is contemptuously cynical,
and self-serving. e Prime
Minister's party introduced to
ladesh the culture of non-
stop hartals, to the tune of close
to 200 days. It was the most
important vehicle on which the
rode to er. To pretend to
be reformed, now that she is at
the recei end of that strat-
. 1s to inflict insult to the in-
telligence of Bangladeshis. As
the greatest abuser of the
through hartal in the history of
Bangladesh, the ruling party
has lorfeited the moral author-
ity to talk about the evils of
hartal. Regrettably for the or-
dinary Bangladeshis, the other
shoe has to . Once the o
tion has utilised hartals to
ts maximum advantage and
gotten even, only then can the
e's for of
artal as a potent political
weapon be seriously enter-
tained!

Friday Mailbox___

Does honesty pay?

Sir. Now that time is close (probably April 1999) to
th+ Mayoral election, Mohammad Hanif in one of his
» ~| recent exclusive interviews has been only too
i~ Teet, honest and valiant! He has admitted his fail-
ure in making the Dhaka city terrorist-free blaming
the present govermment for not paying any heed to his

request in r to handing over the police force to
work under him. Hanif claims he had no proper
knowledge about the uito menace prev in

the city. Therefore. he admits since mosquitoes
remained in the past and also exist at present and
they would remain in the future too! And no-one
would be able to eradicate the uitoes — ever.

And he says that he has nothing more to
gain! The question to him is : has the time come to
make Dhaka city free of stinking garbage and the
unwholesome atmosphere which nearly makes us

faint? "
mm gﬂ:

n for all?

Sir, Dhaka, the densely populated capital city of

Bangladesh now seems to be a land of opén urinal.

all over the city are becoming sav-

e as they do not hesitate to urinate in an open

place. I can hardly imagine how a member of a

civilised sucleﬁ can do so giving a shock to others’

conscience. If this nonsense can't be punished by law,
then the law should take other course of action.

I'd like to ask the mayor of the Dhaka city whether

it is his duty to ensure sufficient number of public toi-

lets or not?
Arun Kumar Biswas
329, Jagannath Hall, DU

From hartal to nowhere
Sir, What KZ told 1o diplomats and donors (DS-
Nov 18). This is true, if some discipline prevail But
E]:;i ‘topic of the week® (DS-Nov 27) is what many of us
re.
Prior to 1996, anti-hartal thought and ideas did
a in most of print ia. But then most
0 well circulated vernacular dailies and weeklies
favoured hartal, publishing write-up of intellectuals
and focusing with phum%;laphs showing how ‘hartal-
ists’ were overpowering the law enforcers etc. In my
opinion, like any other government of any country,
our government has to function well to make the
country harlal-free. If there is good governance, then
why is there a need to protest?
A R Choudhury

. < Uttara, Dhaka
(zas pipeline
Sir, Our attention has been drawn to a news items
rs abstract okay's gas 1fcﬂn: installation” in
Sylhef published in DS on 29}1 /98. It is stated that
several thousands Fen le were demanding and

demonstrating gas pipeline in the area. Gola
thana is ve reprutagir. in greater Sylhet. Pﬁﬁi
icles of the company and tense
is prevailing in the area. The demand for gas and LPG
is really a necessity due to rice nfﬁgl.
So. we urge the attention of the concerned minis-
ter, and local MP to mitigate the demand

early to prevent the of the people. The
firing demand sh end with ashes. it
M

Use of coins

Sir, Of late there is virtually no use of
Bangladesh. As denotation of coins have lost its nor-
mal value, | am positive that nnthlngl could be
bought with 5, 10 or even with 25&:&. don't see
any reason why Bangladesh Bank should spend
money and mmmdﬂtnmcm;iemmun

practical be seen
person goes to bank in order to
hlllu.lliun.mw.ml]g 1 n:'ildwi.z

ure inclusive paisa, in that case bill payee either

should have required or has to emmutc

as the banker concerned would ll:avhﬂut he not

have ¢ in order to entertain 1 e
on

Then main problem starts. Bill
one hand wants to the bills (could be [ast date of
payment), on the other hand the banker refuses to

receive the bills having no changes with him.

Vil

g5

Meanwhile the banker and the payee will have a lot of
argument in order to establish each-other's ts of
view. Finding no alternative the payee will tely

Rf;lpusc the er to take the b whatever suits
in order to mitigate th:rpa 58 :

It is therefore common mﬁm that if banks do
not have . then where from will come
to general public? 1 think policy maker think
as to how this kind of problem could be brought
under control,

Abul Khair

Sector-4, Uttara, Dhaka-1230
Different approach

Sir, S and weather news covered by BTV at
the tail end of the news have become drab, unattrac-
tive and stereotype. These are mostly stated as plain

facts devoid of an s and are presented by per-
sons who do not have much knowle on
the subject. As such we t away see the i

Names, , Or even sports terms are distorted and
weather is restricted to sun rise and sun set only. |
am sure the importance of the l::lfﬂ il;i.':m::;I li_ﬂ.l‘l be
udged when we see many viewers turning to foreign
'E:lunn:ls for sports and weather.

s Do % broistind e At o s
cas ese two importan an
dlnggfc as well as attractive.

Tanzia Choudh
Cmﬂi-:.

The principle of caretaker

tF«:mm-rt:ln.'tlezmt |
Sir, ﬂgl poli W{uﬂ tdn:t I'nﬂéutrﬁl
non-political care concept lor -
cﬂ the general in the country, ctp#r;nﬁ
their own weaknesses to stand up to tllrlj:t test
Fuhlh: scrutiny. Two such governments had been
ormed temporarily. Still the political leaders have
been com Iglorung about the performance of these
experiments. There n;l:c charges and muntfir ls .
mostly indirectly. care governmen
faulted while the politicians are not willing to improve
rcngg t public service.

any care

standard prevailing
of the autocratic
somebody else’s

is
the tical
in the country 'mg:m' ﬂi:m;lus
mm“' It is a negative bondage

titudes!
ing and canmtg%t:gethﬂ'-ll
is like ﬂnmktmﬂﬂzfittm. question
arises: what are the pre-conditions for the political
base and culture to ? Caretaker government

iuanunwantedmdhantmwamedmtﬁhmm&ﬂ;
‘of democratic rt]c:zls . The mes-

' ars to be on line: . don't
ﬁﬁ?prdml on a third care-
taker t) cannot be su

and as a principle of politics and governance.
appears lnphe : e sed, and most of the
troubles

and symptoms have been created by the
wwuﬁm can neither run themselves nor
I believe the concept of caretaker ment
Mhm.ﬂ;d:ﬂﬂbymﬁr;m
in the society, and the verdict to the
mhlludulhmum.rhyﬂumﬂ
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asked: Can any




