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HR anniversary observed

Protesters gather in Jakarta,
demand trial of Suharto

JAKARTA, Dec 10: Hundreds
of chanting protesters marched
down Jak 's main road on
Thursday to mark the 50th an-
niversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
reports AP.

_Student activists also
planned rallies to demand an
immediate trial of former Pres-
ident Suharto, who was ques-
tioned by state prosecutors
Wednesday about allegations
that he corruptly amassed a for-
tune during his three decades in

Hours after the ex-authori-
tarian leader was quizzed,
thousands of students demon-
strated and some threw rocks
and clashed with riot police not
far from the home of president
BJ Habibie, Suharto's successor
and one-time protege.

Habibie has pledged t6 hold

neral elections next year and

as implemented some politi-
cal reforms, but he lacks credi-
bility among activists who say
he is a st :
" They reject. his investigation of
Suharto as cosmetic. . '

Gathering on the human
rights anniversary. protesters

e of the old regime. .

for an array of
around a major
intersection ringed by five-s
hotels to demand s r demo-
cratic change. Others rallied
outside the headquarters of the
United Nations.

'gll;lt?ur the sake ﬂi;i human
rights, we o e militarism,"
read one banﬁg:s

Others read "Release politi-
cal prisoners” and “Stop money
politics and violence."

Habibie has released dozens
of political prisoners since tak-

shouting

causes

ing office in May from Suharto,

who was dislodged by riots and
protests against his three-
decade rule. But some pro-
demucrl acy activists remain in
jail,

The protesiers included
members of a women's human
rights gruul.ia, supporters of op-

osition leader Megawati

ukarnoputri and students
from the disputed territory of
East Timor. .

Indonesia invaded the for-
mer Protuguese colony in 1975
and annexed it a year later, un-
leashing a guerrilla war that
persists today.

Yeltsin recovermmg

at coun

home:

President Boris Yeltsin remained at his countrv residence
outside Moscow on Thursday, taking no part in government
talks to draw up a 1999 budget to handle Russia’'s economic

crisis, AP

reports from Moscow.

Yeltsin, who was released from a hospital on Wednesday, has
turned over almost all responsibility for the economy to Prime
Minister Yevgeny Primakov. He has practically disapﬁeared
from view after a string of illnesses. The Kremlin said it had no
information about the president’s Thursday plans, but he was
expected fo stay at the Rus country residence for as long as
necessary to recover fully from prnieumonia.

Sau

"regrets”

Saudi accusations: i:aq

accusations that Baghdad was dupin

the

international community and provoking new crises to achieve
a lifting of UN sanctions, an Iraqi official said Wednesday, AFP

reports from Baghdad.

"It is regrettable that the number two of an Arab and Islamic
country aligns itself with a party whose criminal practices have
rovoked the indignation of several countries.”" a spokesman

or the Information Ministry

said. "The sanctions cannot be

lifted until Iraq has implemented UN resolutions and changed

its policy of foot-draggi

ng and deception,” Prince Abdallah told

a closed-door session of a Gulf summit in Abu Dhabi overnight

Monday.

Land mine hurts 7 Lankan kids:

Seven children aged between eight and 12 were seriously hurt in
eastern Sri Lanka by an anti-personnel mine buried by Tamil
Tiger rebels, the military said Thursday, AP reports from

Colombo.

"We believe the Tigers sneaked into the area (and) buried the

mine where our troops often go on foot

patrols.” said Colonel

Ranjith Withana. a military spokesman. He said the children
stumbled on the mine and began playing with it. The incident

happe
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State Madeleine Albright arrived in Paris on Wednesday night

and went immediately to dinner with French Foreign Minister
Hubert Vedrine, Reuters reports from Paris.

She was schedule to meet French President Jacques Chirac
and Prime Minister Lionel Jospin yesterday.

Kim to attend ASEAN summit:
South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung will head to this month's

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit with
a call for south and north Asia to tackle the region's economic

crisis, AFP reporis Seoul,
Kim, the

ASEAN“’summit in the decade since Seoul was
uping, will hold up South Korea and Thailand
the Asian malaise.

atriates 69 N Koreans:

status by the
as meodels for bat

China

st South Korean head of state to attend an

granted observer

China has repafriated 69 North Korean men, women and
children rescued from a stricken barge in the Yellow Sea,
reports sald Thursday, AFP says from Beijing.

The North Korean bar%::. blown
e Chinese port of Donggang in

snowstorm, was towed to t

off course during a

Liaoning province by a local fishery company on December 4.

the C Daily reported.

ROK opposition chief's brother held:

The brother

the head of South Korea's largest oppo

sition

party was arrested Thursday on charges of raising illegal

political funds during last

cam . AP reports from Seo
Igcﬂﬁl;i-aung. 54, an adviser to a

ufrf:ar'a presidential election

government-funded ene

research centre, was accused of collecting 15 billion won (11.
million dollars) for his brother, Lee Hoi-chang., 62, then the

ruling party's presidential eandidate. The young

er Lee allegedly

colluded with top national tax officials to pressure major
business leaders to contribute funds to his brother's campaign,
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Israeli jets create
ST tméuﬂwmmm

ay in the first such night time exercise in

Egﬂnicin Beirut:

the sound barrier over

ars, AFP from Beirut.
double gng at 1 am created panic, sh windows in
and up the inhabitants, particularly youngsters
years of civil war.

matised J
The noise, which resembled missile detonations, d

panic notably in schoois in the city's southern suburbs

ich

are a stronghold of the anti-Israeli Hazbollah Shiite

movement.
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shot dead:

Minister Vagram Khorkhoruni was

Armenia's
shot to death E‘; an unidentified
ay, sources at the Armenian Interior Ministry said, AFP

yesterda
reports

Moscow.
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in the capital Yereven

Interfax news agency, citing the iiinistry. said that
| he left his home
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Pal

: i‘ﬁi'an'}:;utﬂx throw stones at Israeli

80

clashes in the West Bank town of Ramallah Wednesday.
Despite US calls to stop viclence, hundreds of Palestinians
marking the 11th anniversary of their uprising against

Israel stoned lsraeli

and motorists throughout the

West Bank, just days before US President Bill Clinton's

visit to the area.

— AP/UNB photo
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BAGHDAD, Dec 10: A full
contingent of UN ins S re-
sumed searches of suspected
weapons sites on Thursday, a
day after a teamn was turned
back from a branch office of the
ruling Baath Party, reports AP.

At least seven four-wheel
drive vehicles with the UN logo
were seen leavi the Canal
Hotel, which serves as the in-
spectors' headquarters on the
outskirts of dad.

> ne's gone out today
attempting to carry on their
normal activities," said Caro-
line Cross. the inspectors'
spnd};,gswnman.

ere just carrying on with
our schediiﬂcd acttﬂt?e%.“

Cross said the teams had
made no changes in their rou-
tine. "“There is no reason why we
should stop."” she said. But she
declined to say whether teams
would try to re-enter the Baath
Party site.

On Wednesday, a team of 12
inspectors was turned back

when it tried to enter a of-
fice, a key site of Saddam Hus-
sein’'s government. The inspec-
tors left after an Iragi official

demanded they first provide a

written declaration "on the
material and items" they
sought, the official Iraqi News
Agency said. :
Later Wednesday, however,
an_Iraqi official suggested the

Iraqi escorfs had made a mis-.

:iakc in declaring the site sensi-
Ye. |
The UN Special Commis-
silon, which is charged with
dismantling Iraq's weapons of
mass destruction, denounced
the move. Richard Butler, the
chief UN inspector, called the
action "a blockage." Iraqi news-
ﬂcapers Thursday carried the of-
ial cy report on the inci-
dent. But surprisingly, no
newspaper mentioned it in edi-
torials — a sign Iragq may want
to move past the diagute.

As many as 140 inspectors
on regular teams are working in
Iraq as well as some visiting
experts, Cross said. Altogether,
the number is a little less than
200, she said.

They are expected to finish
this round of work by Monday.

Seven teams visited 10 sites
on Wednesday, and inspectors
used helicopters in one of the
searches outside Baghdad, INA

said, quoting Gen, Hossam Mo-
hammed Amin, head of the Na-
tional Monitoring Directorate,

~ which provides escorts to the

inspectors.

A team from the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,
which is responsible for over-
seeing destruction of Iraq's nu-
clear weapons program, also
arrived in Baghdad on Wednes-
day and met with Iragl officials
to come up with a "working
schedule,” in was quoted as
saying,

The inspectors must certify

that Iraq has dismantled its
chemical, biological and nu-
clear weapons, long-range mis-
siles and programs to bulild

them before the UN Security
Council will lift an oil embargo
and other sanctions imposed
after Iraq invaded Kuwait in
1990. The sanctions have dev-
astated Iraq's economy. Iraqi
officials have long insisted they
have eliminated all illegal
weapons.

Surprise inspections could
still prove a problem.

Iraq's oil minister, Ltd. Gen.
Amer Mohammed Rashid. who
has been a top weapons negotia-

UN inspectors resume searches |!
of suspected Iraqi weapons sites

tor, said the Iraqi escort was
wrong in declaring the Baath
Party site sensitive. But he
warned that future searches of
such sites must respect what he
called "understandings”
reached earlier.

He ln:intg Ut:ilat in the
agreement wi Secretary-
Gﬁ;ﬁ&lﬂﬁﬂem Annan that ended
E l ¥
to allow su rI:T ln]?q Iﬂuna.
But he said United Nations
also “to respect the secu-
rity, integrity and legitimate
concerns of the Iraqi govern-
ment.”

This, Rashid said, included
prior notice in visiting sites the
government considers sensi-
tive.

Unannounced visits in the

past have been a major source

of friction with Iraq, leading to
three crises in the paqettrcar,

Iraq had suspended the in-
spections in August. It allowed
them to resume only last
month, averting a military
strike by the United States and
Britain. The two countries have
left an armada in the Gulf to en-
sure that Iraq abides by its
promise to cooperate.

A young girl and her mother look at captured arms from
militants of Jammu and Kashmir and North-East provinces
in Calcutta Wednesday. The exhibition, organised by the
Indian Army, is being held for the first time in Calcutta.

— AP/UNB photo
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Supporters of former Chilean dictator Gen Augusto Pinochet exhibit photograph of British

|

a8

Queen Elizabeth Il during protest against the British decision to allow proceeding to start

for extradition of Pinochet to Spain, in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday.

— AP/UNB photo

SPACE CENTER. Houston,
Dec 10: Two astronauts ven-
tured out on another spacewalk
and installed antennas on the
international space station un-
der construction nearly 250
miles (400 kilometers) above

Earth, rts AP,
For the second time this
week, Jerry Ross and James

Newman on Wednesday floated
out the hatch of the shuttie En-
deavor to work on the seven-
story, 35-ton station taking
shape in the open cargo bay.
eir No 1 priority was to at-
tach two 100-pound (45-kilo-
am) antennas to Unity, the
erican-made side of the
sFacc station. Their other job,
time permitting, was trickier:
trying to open a stuck antenna
on a, the Russian-bulilt
control module,

The planned seven-hour
spacew was not nearly as
difficult or crucial as Monda
night's outing, during whic
Ross and Newman hooked up 40
electrical connections between

a and Unity.

twas as e, though, to
get the suitcase-size antenrias
out of the narrow tunnel lead-
ing into the cargo bay. The

agaccwalk:rl had to out of
the tunnel feet first with the

bulky, swinging antennas in
tow.

"Pretty tremendous view
when you come oul and look at

that — wow," Ross said, gazing
up at the station.
The astronauts hoisted the

antennas halfway up the 36-

pleas that he stay
time bei
cratic Pr

tral
Wednesda

historic drama
the shadow of the
publicans on the House Judi-
ciary Committee drew u
articles

" the ll‘-ﬂ, or

foot [11-meter] Unity on the end
of the shuttle robot arm. Then
they mounted the units on op-
posite sides of the cylinder,
where just an hour earlier they
had routed a communication
cable.

The aluminum can gleamed
in the sunlight. its "Unity” em-
blem clearly visible.

"Kind o n}t:atuwnrking ih’l[.:
here right by the Unity sign. is-
n't 11?"511;&531:311&{1 l?hlﬂm-
ner.

Once activated, the antennas
will provide a direct, virtually
uninterrupted communication
link between Unity and NASA's
Mission Control. erwise, US
flight controllers would have to
rely on the sporadic coverage
provided by Russian ground sta-
tions.

Taiwan’s opposition

leader resigns
TAIPEL, Dec 10: Badly stung

in elections, Taiwan's main o
Fosltiun party now finds itself
acing a

vacuum with the

resignation of its chairman, of-
ﬂr}:}ia said Thursday, reports
AP.

Lin Yi-hsiung turmed down
on for the
the Demo-
ssive Party's cen-
standing committee on
he would quit his

t to take responsibility for
ig defeats the DPP suffered at

ng, telling

the polls on Saturday.

‘Spacewalkin g astronauts in stall
‘antennas.on int'l space station -

The electronic and computer
hookups for the antennas will
be made inside Unity on Thurs-
day. after the entire crew enters
the orbiting station for the first
tme.

Other space walking chores
for Ross and Newman on
Wednesday evening included
erecting a sunshade over a comi-
Buter mounted to the outside of

i

nity,

hﬁssiuu Control decided just
before the spacewalk to let
Newman take a crack at un-
jamming the Zarya antenna.

Flight controllers urged cau-
tion. The antenna was rolled up
on a spool, and engineers wor-
ried the 3-foot (0.9-meter) strip
might pop open with enough
force to hurt him if he got too
close. Newman had a 10-foot {3-
j‘nglcr] grappling hook for the
ob.

The antenna is one of two
that failed to open properl
following Zarya's Nov 2
launch from Kazakstan.

One more spacewalk is
planned for Endeavor's 12-day
mission: On Saturday, Ross and
Newman will conduct a photo
survey and take out a sack of
tools that will be used by future
station visitors. Newman also

may try to unjam the other _

Zarya antenna,

This was the sixth space-
walk for Ross during his 18-

ar astronaut career, the most

an American, and the third
for Newman.

—

“House judiciary body draws u

"Women in
male-dominated
India often

have no rights’

NEW DELHI, Dec 10: Women
in male-dominated India often
have no rights, a daily said
Thursday on the 50th anniver-
sary of the United Nations Dec-
laration of Human Rights. re-
ports AFP,

The Hindustan Times daily
quoted horror stories, represen-
tative of the gender divide in a
country tarried by dowry
deaths, child marriages, rising
child prostitution and rape.

It cited the case of five-year-
old Shama who was "raped
when, she was too young to
ﬁnnw what was happening to

er.”

Shama’'s mother died of
shock two days after the rape
and her father now "keeps her
tied to a charpoy (cot)" so that
the mentally retarded child
"does to stray and comes to no
harm".

Meena, a teenager, recounted
her short but traumatic mar-
ried life.

"He would put chili powder

on c]:;n'vate arts, put my hand
under the bed post till it was
swollen,., stand on my chest

and kick me.

"I would be kept hungry,
forced to beg for from other
children. If he found out, he
'.l_v.rmild beat me. Hunger would
. e me feel ppause b
there was’nat nél?nglﬁ rr%
stomach Lo voiuiit,”

One of the lucky few to escape
and survive, Meena's plight is
common in well-to-do homes,
Shashi Narayana, Director of
the Women's Development cell

at the Indian Social Institute
said.

33 pc reserved
seats for Indian
women likely

in Parliament

NEW DELHI. Dec 10; An all-
arty meeting convened by
rime Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee yesterday agreed on
introduction of the bill provid-
ing for 33 per cent reserved
seats for women in Lok Sabha
and state assemblies in the cur-
rent session of parliament, re-

ports PTI.

However, parties like Sama-
jwadi Party (SP). Rashtiya
Janata Dal ) and others in-

sisted on inclusion of quotas
within the 33 per cent reserva-
tion for Other Backward
Classes (OBC) and minorities in
the proposed bill, Parliamen-
tary airs Minister Madan
Lal Khurana told reporters.
During the budget session
early this year. SP and RJD,
had prevented introduction of
the bill amidst uproarious
scenes when it was snatched.
from the hands of Law Minister
M Thambi Durai while see
to introduce it in the Lo
Sabha.

P four articles |

of impeachment against Clinton

WASHINGTON, Dec 10: In a
played out in
pitol, Re-

four
of impeachment

t President Clinton.
stem from his sexual rela-

tionship with Monica Lewinsky
and long campaign to cover it
up, reports AP,

blicans on Wednesday

cited Clinton on two counts of
perjuc?r. one count of obstruc-
tion

justice and one of abuse

of power. Each, they said,

amounted to "high crimes and
misdemeanors,” the impeach-
ment standard established by
the founding fathers in the
Constitution more than two

" centuries ago.

UsS . Henry Hyde, the
panel's chairman, vowed to
press for a vote by week's end.

In a defiant response, White
House spokesman James
Kennedy issued t; -tntemtri:lnt
sa that "nothi in the
ru:yo}lrg in thnffnctn, or
e Constitution”
warrants impeachment.

White House counsel Charles
FC Ruff was still laying out the
president’s defense, fielding
pointed questions from com-
mittee Republicans, when Re-
Imblican aides reieased the
working draft” of their pro-

sed articles “impeaching
%ﬂim Jefferson Clinton.”

Ruff urged legislators to

countered the
cles of impeachment with a
draft
ton. ci him for "reprehen-
sible co
nate," Ms. Lewinsky, and de-
manding
instrument of his censure.

a fine for his tran

by a single

abandon their move toward
im
"conduct,
reprehensible, does not warrant
impeachment, does not warrant
overturning the mandate of the
American electorate.’

Clinton's

peachment, sayi
morally

althoug

And committee Democrats
Republicans arti-

proposal to censure Clin-
uct with a subordi-
his signature on the

"No person is above the law

and the president remains sub-
ject to criminal and civil

alties for this conduct," the
mocratic proposal says. It

does not accuse Clinton of per-

ury, nor does it demand he pay
ns.

Committee approval of any

of the four articles of impeach-
ment would set the stage for a
vote in the House next week,
thus makin
second
history to suffer the humilia-
tion of an impeachment roll
call on the floor of Congress.

Clinton only the
president in American

President Andrew Johnson
was impeached in the House,
then acquitted in a Senate trial
vote in 1868. A third
president, Richard Nixon. re-
signed in 1974 rather than face
certain impeachment in the

House during Watergate.

I:am'tafﬂﬂnrnunmdﬂate b-
lica

Unlike Nixon, though, clin-
tan retains high approval rat-
ings in the polls and stron
support among lawmakers o

his own party — potent

wea for the battle ahead.
Increasingly, he and his

aldes were g for the sup-

ns who will hold the bal-
ance of in the House. One
GOP lawmaker, Rep. Amo
Houghton of New York, declared
his opposition to impeachment
during the day, and the White
House signaled a willingness to
consider any and all Fmpnuals
that don't include impeach-
ment.

Short of impeachment,” we
are open to any reasonable sug-
gestion from any side as a wa
of finding an end to this,” Ru
told the Judiciary Committee in
one of several officially sanc-
tioned comments inviting a
lesser punishment.

Thl:p first Republican draft
article says Clinton "willfully
provided perjurious, false and
misleading testimony" to Inde-
pendent Counsel Kenneth Star-
r's nd jury last summer
when it was investigating his
relationship with Ms. Lewin-
sky.
lrqﬂrThv.: second says clinton
“willfully provided urious,
false and misleading testi-
mony" in a dnlpnuiunn under
oath before a federal judge in

the Paula Jones lawsuit, and in
a sworn written affidavit.

‘The third alleges Clinton
obstructed justice on a variet
of particulars. These include af-
legedly encouraging Ms. Lewin-
sky to submit a false affidavit:
encouraging her to testify
falsely in court; participating

in a plan to hide gifts Ms.
Lewinsky had given him. and
several other al actions,

The fourth alleges Clinton

“frivolously and corruptly”" as-
serted executive privilege in

battling Starr's investigation:

made false and

misleading

statements to members of his
Cabinet and aides, to the public,
and to Enn%ﬂ:ﬂs in suhmitt;gﬁ

answers to

1 questions po

by Hyde last month.

Within an hour, comiittee
Democrats issued a lengthy re-
buttal arguing there was "no ba-
sis for an impeachment.”

Committee approval of at
least one count seems assured
the one dca]l:}g with allegations
of perjury before Starr's grand

e )

jury.
l?‘h«:ﬂ: appeared to be at least

one or two dissenters among
committee Republicansgo the
articles alh:%

and perjury

abuse ol power
Jones case.

A House vote would occur

next week. and officials on both
sides of the issue were focu
their energy on the expect

showdown i

Anwar Ibrahim's _trial

Judge reverses ruling

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 10:
Jailed politician Anwar
Ibrahim’'s defense team suffered
a setback Thursday when the
trial judge reversed a decision
allowing it a chance to prove
the prosecution’s main witness
lied to the court, reports AP.

Trial Judge Augustine Paul
on Wednesday had allowed the
defense to begin impeachment
proceedings against the wit-
ness. But as the court assembled
Thursday, he said he was
changing his mind.

The witness is a former em-
ployee of Anwar's who alleges
the ex-deputy prime minister
repeatedly sodomized him. De-
fense lawyers said this week
there were glaring inconsisten-
cies in the witness' story.

"It's meaningless to hold the
Fmree. dings to impeach. I there-
ore terminate the proceedings
to impeach,” Judge Paul said on
the trial's 24th day.

Before he announced his rul-
ing, the judge said the im-

achment move seemed to be
ased on "mere speculation.”

"l am afraid I will have to re-
consider the decision | have

o TR | TR D
o

= s o L
B -h'g.'-r;;'i-'-..‘f:r

around and show everybody."

if they found it.

had happened then."

famous sto
remain anonymous.

and two million dollars.

most expensive to date havin
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Blame it on the president!
TAHLEQUAH, Oklahoma: A fourth-grader has proof for an

teachers who didn't believe her when she blamed President Bill

Clinton for her lost report card, re

Desiree Wilson's grade card arrived Tuesday from the White
House in the mail at Greenwood School. It was signed. "To

Desiree, from President Clinton."
"I was really excited to have it.” Desiree said. "I got to pass it

She lost the card Nov 6 after handing
agent for Clinton to sign during an airport dedication in
northwest Arkansas. The president moved on through the
crowd without returning the card.

Desiree and her mother waited several hours in an attemnpt
to retrieve it, Agents told them they would mail it to Tehlequ

School district policy requires parents to si
report card and the card to be returned to school. Some teachers
were skeptical of Desiree's slory

"The teacher handed it to her and said, 'Here's your report
card,” her mother, Dorlis, said Tuesday. "Everyone believed what

'Alice in Wonderland'
goes for $1.54m

NEW YORK: A private American collector
dollars Wednesday for an original edition of Lewis Carroll's
., "Alice in Wonderland," reports AFP,

The purchaser, who made his bids over the phone, wished to

Christie's auction house had valued the book at between 1.5

Francis Wahlgren, head of the books and manuscripts
department, felt the book had undersold as the final price
includes the auction house's commission.

However, the sale broke the record for children's books, the
been sold for 1.2 million dollars.
The edition sold Wednesday was a working cugy used by
Lewis Carroll, born Charles Lutwidge Dogson in 1832.

It contains ten original illustrations b
cartoonist famed for his renditions of the "Cheshrie Cat",

made."

The witness, Azizan Abu
Bakar, took the stand after
Paul's ruling and startled the
court by stating that he was not
only sodomized by Anwar. but
also by the former deputy prime
minister's adopted brother in
3203 24

'l particularly cannot forget
one incident.” Azizan said, re-
counting how one night he was
first allegedly sodomized by
Anwar and then by Sukma
Dermawan.

Sukma, 38, is serving a 6-
month sentence after pleading
guilty to allowing himself to be
sodomized by Anwar, The other
person -in jail for letting Anwar
allegedly sodomize him is Mu-
nawar Ahmad Anees, Anwar's
50-year-old speech writer.

Azizan's accusations form
the core of the 10 charges
against Anwar, who was fired
by Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad on Sept. 2.

The sacking led to demands
tor political reforms and mas-
sive anti-government protests

in this normally placid .

Southest Asian capital.
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ports AP,

it to a secret service

the student's

paid 1.542 million

John Tenniel, a

Lockerbie bombing trial

Libya wants more guarantees
before handing over suspects

SIRTE, Libya, Dec 10: Tripoli
dashed hopes of a speedy resolu-
tion of the lﬂéﬁ_ear-uld Locker-
bie bombing alfair Wednesday,
saying it still needed more
guarantees before it handed
over the two Libyan suspects
and expected further talks. re-
ports AFP.

Foreign Minister Omar Al
Muntasser said Libya expected a
UN air and arms embargo im-

sed on Libya in 1992 to be
Fiﬁcd completely and not just
suspended, in return for sur-
rendering the suspects.

"Certain questions still
pending need to be clarified Par+
ticularly the necessity of litting
the sanctions and not just their
suspension,” Muntasser told
Libya's top decision making
body, the General People's

ﬁe also repeated Libyan de-
mands that the two suspects
Abdel Basset Ali E Mergahi and
Al-Amin Khalifa Fhimah, be
allowed to serve their sentences
in Libya and not in Scotland as
demanded by the British gov-
ernment,

"According to Scottish Law,
the two suspects must serve

‘their sentence in Scotland,” he

told the co ss session which
was carried live on Libyan tele-

vision,
"But we told them that since

an exceptional court is heari
the case, the sentence shoul

also be served exceptionally in
Libya, perhaps under UN su-
pervision but on Libyan terri-
tory." he said.

in August Washington and
London agreed that the pair
could be tried in the Nether-
lands under Scottish law by
Scottish judges, having for-
merly insisted that they be tried
by a US or British court.

But British Foreign Secre-
tary Robin Cook made clear on
Sunday that Britain's demand
that they still be imprisoned in
Scotland if convicted was "non
negotiable.”

Justice Minister Mohammd
Beldgacem Zouai said Libya ex-

ted further talks with UN of-

cials to secure the guarantees
it was looking for.

"We have received clarifica-
tions from the United States
from Britain and the Nether-
lands but certain points require
further clarifications.,” Zouai
told the General People's
Congress.

A new round of talks is being

pared between the Libyan de-
ence lawyers ang the UN assis-
tant secretary general fn;elgﬁ;l
affairs. He said without s -
ing a date. ‘ | ,

The UN's chiet legal counsel,
Hans Corell, has been acting as
a go-between between the
United States and Britain on
thﬁ one hand and Libya on the
other. : '



