REGD.

NO. DA 781

INTERNET: hl:i-p:ﬂm dailystarnews.com

Voters behave, not the politicians

AGRAHAYAN 27 1405 BS

There have been apprehensions of widespread violence on the election day. But the voters in the Pabna-2
constituency decided not to shrink away from exercising their democratic rights. The 90-year-old man did not stay
indoors, these women didn't either.

—3Star photo by Amran Hnumn

BNP rejects vote, demands repolling,

BNP has rejected the Pabna-
2 by-election results, demanded
re-polling and called a coun-
trywide dawn-to-dusk hartal on
Sunda protesting the
"farcical” polis.

BNP secretary general ﬁbdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, addressi
hurriedly called press con E.r-
ence at arty's central office
in the city last night, also an-
nounced there would be coun-

de demonstration toda

and torch processions on Sat-
urday. The Seven-Party Al-
ganc: has takmhup dtggd three-
a B;og-mmne ea

7. e will not accept the elec-
tion and its results even if we
win because it was completely a
farcical one,” Bhuiyan said as
early results had showed BNP
candidate was trailing.

"The ruling Awami Leagu
has snatch BNP's vict
through farcical polls and B
cannot accept it.

"There was an unwritten
curfew in the entire con-
stttuemczﬁrdand majority of the
people not cast their votes
d}u:tﬁu int{midaliun of t:rrth rists
0 e ruli arty,” uiyan
et ng party y

e BNP leader urged the
Election Commission to imme-
diately cancel the polls and ar-
ra.ng: re-election in the con-

By Staff Correspondent

stituency to make "elections
credible” in the country.

“People will lose their con-
fidence in the EC if it accepts
this type of farcical election.

He called u all "patriotic,
democratic and progressive po
litical parties” to unite and
launch a us street protest
against the government for the
cause of democracy and future
elections.

Bhuiyan Iﬂid this “farcical”
n proved that no
election under the Awami
Le government can be free
and fair. The government
snatched BNP's victory in the
past by-elections and did it

agaln yesterday.
He said central leaders,

includi Moudud Ahmed, M
Shamsul Islam., Abdul Mannan

and Haris Chowdhury, who
sta at the EC office since

arly morning | a written
complaint at 2:13 pm about 23
pol centres. But the EC did
Egt t any effective measures,

Bhuiyan said there was no
voting at 11 centres out of the 23
in four unions under Sujanagar
thana. "AL terrorists captured
the centres and cast I'ahc votes.”

The BNP secretary general
alleged that the AL activists
captured 13 polling centres

early in the morning and com-
pleted casting of per cent
voles by 10 am. Besides, results
of a large number of centres
clearly s that BNP got 40
to 50 votes in a centre while AL
1000-plus votes.

"BNP is a very pupu.lar pa.-rty
and has a mass su
the country. A party llkc BNP
cannot get 40 or 50 votes in a
centre,” he asserted.

Maoudud Ahmed, who led the
BNP to EC, told the con-
ference that resuilt of a centre
which came at the EC first
showed that BNP candidate got
4] votes while Awami League
nominee 1090 votes

“This result clearly

that voters could not cast their
votes and Awami League cast
false votes through capturing
PR Aawar enid ith

war sai e -
ment "nakedly used” m.
employees and the state ma-
chinery to influence the elec-
tion.

Earlier, the BNP team met
with the Chief Election Com-

missioner and demanded re-
election in the constituency.

In Pabna. the BNP support-
ers brought out a ssion
chanting slogans in favour of
the hartal call rejecting the

polls.

calls hartal on Sunday

The announcements came
from BNP leader Fazlur Rah-
man Patal at a briefing at
the Pabna of BNP leg-
islator Rafiqul Islam Bakul at
8:30 pm results of the

polls were being compiled at the
returning officers chamber.
"We reject today's by-elec-
tions and its results, as it was a
great farce,” said Fazlur Rah-
man Patal MP, who was the co-

ordinator of the elections on
behall of BNP candidate Selfm

Reza Habib.
Echoing Patal, Selim Reza
Habib said: "It was all farce, |

reject the polls, its results and
demand repolling in the entire

constituency.”
While newsmen, the
BNP leaders that the sup-

porters of the ru ac-
tivists have i::nl:nenLl'um«":g the

position voters to enter the
polling stations.

toaq ., the BNP
cmwdidmm ME of his
su rters was arrested d
H}E Eu:tm time. i
When asked whether he
would stick to the lnnnunm:*

ment of rejec the polling re-
sults if it eventually i?lghl!
favour, Selim said: € ques-
tion of m dn-eu not
arise in thl.l

Stray incidents mark prestige polls

From Shehab Ahmed, Nurul Kabir and Ranesh Maitra

PABNA. Dec 10: The much
trumpeted by-election for
Pabna-2 seat of the ﬂ’iau a

w—hk:h hl'ﬂ‘"ght e
w thanas of ana-
F a into national
1mcli;ht was held without
major violence today, despite
the clash of the titans of
Bangladesh politics.

-

Despite the tension gener-
ated from the boisterous elec-
tioneering of the past weeks
where the governing Awami
League and main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalists Party
stalwarts campaigned for their
candidates the voting was gen-
erally peaceful. Sporadic inci-
dents I:ﬂ at least a dozen people

injured when rivals chased
each other to voters away
from polling centres in at least
half a dozen centres, but the law
keepers who threw a massive
security blanket came under ac-
cusation from the main opposi-
tion of not

intervenin
charge denied by the ndmgnb-
tration.

At Ahmedpur centre, a fi-
ministry official and a

major from the were ac-
cused by BNP of for the
ruling party. The official was
blamed for inciting AL support-
ers to chase the opponents

lwml‘.{:v:rlm]:u:rl!ing agent. Abdur
See Page 11

——

With awe written all over their faces, a little boy and a girl have their eyes glued to the monitor of a computer on the
inaugural day of the five-day BCS trade show at the IDB Bhaban in the capital's Agargaon yesterday. The graphics
on the screen beckons them to the realm of a fantastic future. On the first day of the show, young children along with
their parents came to the show to see for themselves what the next century has on offer for them.

— Star Photo by Sheikh Enamul Hugq.
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Ruling party retains Pabna-2

A K Khandaker 80,762; A K M Selim Reza 60,716

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League candidate

1 former air vice marshal A K

Khandaker has won the Pabna-
2 seat of the Jafiya A
Khandaker, who was the
first air force chief of Indepen-
dent and second-in-
in the nation’s Lib-
eration War winner by
a whn margin of over
vatcs in the Ilin
m.n:tud by a turnout 75.

per cent.

Khandaker polled 80,762
votes while his nearest rival
BNP candidate A K M Selim
Reza Habib received 60.716
votes, according to unofficial
results from all 81 centres re-
ceived from the Election Com-

mission at 12.19 am,

The JP candidate, Sajjad
Hussain Bachchu, recei a
measly 389 votes while Sadek
Mohammad Krishak of
Kriskak-Sramik Mukti An-
dolon netted a mere 233 votes.
Both lost their d S.

EC officials said a total of
1.42,.100 votes were cast out of a
total enlisted 188,703 voters of
whom 96,165 are male and
92,538 females.

The number of valid votes
were 1,422,100 while the number
of cancelled ballots was 1,334.
3 ‘Wlll:hthc ﬂctxry of Khan-

aker € wami League
retained th%iammtary seat
which fell vacant after the

death of Ahmed Tafizuddin on
June 28 last.

The crucial parliamentary
byelection to the Pabna-2 seat
took place amid mounting ten-
sion and unprecedented secu-
ﬁ measures by the authori-

in 1996 general elections,
Khandaker, a minister under
General Ershad. contested as a
Awami League nominee for an-
other Pabna seat but lost to the
BNP candidate by a margin of
10,000 votes.

In 1996, BNP candidate Se-
lim Reza was defeated by

Tafizuddin by some 1500 votes
in Pabna-2.

Political parties failed to behave, says CEC

but polling was by and large peacetul

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC), Mohammad Abu
fieoe b o) e Pabe 2
but said he was not mut the
behaviour of the political par-
ties.

“The polling centres re-
mained ahmlulely peaceful,
although there were some stray
incidents outside the centres,
the CEC told on his re-
turn to the capital from the
Pabna constituency.

. I could

"But I'm not ha
have been so had | consis-
tency in their (the cun
: oulyhe:lﬁh aeeln
ve appy S
them
Serety The sad Toed th me.

eral fears of widespread \dn-

By Staff Correspondent

lence was uniounded.

*The Election Commission
(EC) took all possible steps to
make the hy?golla free. fair,
peaceful and transparent. But
unfortunately, our efforts did
not gain momentum as much as
it was s to due to lack of
sincerit all concerned,” he
said, “It could have ha ed
with the practice of tolerance
and restraint (by the politi-
clans).”

However, the CEC did find
some im ments in the be-
haviour of the political parties’
and said he was optimistic of

more.
ting his riences

dirng the Sdsy tong olett 18-

eight polling stations, Abu

Hena told the newsmen at his
EC office that he did not find
any irregularities nor did he
find any substance in the alle-
gations of malpractice he re-
ceived on the spot.

"The eight centres 1 visited
were among the most vulnera-
ble ones. Durin m visit, BNP
leaders compl that their
po!llnlg agents w:r: not allowed

orm their duties and that
thl: voters were obstructed at
places. But they failed to sub-
stantiate their allegations,” he
noted.

Referring to his exchanges
with the election officials,
agents, observers, electoral in-

i, S g

reported any vote rigging.

He also informed pt receiv-
ing a written complaint on ir-
regularities at 11 polling cen-
tres just before he flew back to
Dh “This will be disposed
of befurt: the official rcault is
announced.” he said. The BNP
candidate and other leaders of
the party were with the CEC
during his visit, he said
he found o one leader of the

ruling A League.

To another question, he said
the EC would take action
against the deputy commis-
sioner of Pabna, who was ear-
lier appointed returning officer,
and some other officials in-
pn 8,
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