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India pushing subcontinent towards war

ISLAMABAD, Dec 9: An in-
transigent India is pushing the
Asian subcontinent away ifrom
peace and toward a military

confrontation that could esca--

late into a nuclear war, warned
the prime minister of Pakistan-
ruled Azad Kashmir, reports
AP.

And Pakistan is %ettjng fed
up. says HKashmir Prime
Minister Chaudhry Sultan
Mahmood.

"It doesn't matter what we
say, India says 'no’. We say in-
ternational mediation,
says no. We sar a vote by
Kashmiries for self-determina-
tion, India says 'no'. India is not
serious to solve the Kashmir
problem.,” Mahmood said in an
interview Tuesday with The
Associated Press,

The 51-year-old dispule be-
tween the two hostile neigh-
bours took on international
Bruminence in May when

akistan and India exploded
underground nuclear devices:

India .

Kashmir PM says

and declared themselves nu-
clear powers.

Mahmood said a big danger
for the region is an accidental
outbreak of war, the result of
frayed nerves and relentless
cross border attacks.

Each day Mahmood says
Indian troops fire at Pakistani
civilians living along the dis-

uted border that divides
shmir between the two South
Asian neighbours,

As well both Pakistan<and
India have charged the other
with sending infiltrators across
the disputed er.

Several months ago
Mahmood distributed 2,500
E:.]ms to villagers living on the

rder. The . he said, were
to allow residents to defend
against Indian infiltrators and
not to create a vigilante force,

But Mahmood warned that
the relentless firing increases
tensions.

"When they are trying to kill
civilians and you retaliate and

A Palestinian police unit stage a demonstration of secu-
rity-related manuevers in honour of US President Bill
Clinton's advance security team to Gaza Tuesday. US
security officials met with their Palestinian counterparts
Tuesday to coordinate security for President Clinton's

visit to Gaza next Monday.

— AP/UNB photo
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US'DPRK ta]ks eXtende‘i: The United

States and North Korea have extended their discussions on a Us

demand for access to a North Korean site sus

pected of being used

for development of nuclear weapons, the US State Department
said Tuesday, AP says from Washington, ,
“The two delegations met Friday and Saturday in New York
: and continued the discussions here on Monday, and Tuesday.

Gabon's

resident re-elected: cavons

veteran President Omar Bongo won a fresh seven-year-term in
Sl]l‘ldiéy's presidential election, lakin% 66.55 per cent of the vote,

dCcCcor

ing to results announced
Reuters reports from Libereville,
Bongo's closet rival, Perre Mamboundou. won 16.54

v his Interior Minister,

per cent

of votés cast, with veteran opposition leader Father Paul Mba

Abessole in third place.

Cuban communists

begin confce:

Young Cuban communists began a three-day conlerence in
Havana on Tuesday designed to bolster youthiul support for
President Fidel Castro's four-decade-old revelutionary
government, Reuters says from Havana. '
Castro was present at the inauguration of the meeting of the
Young Communists' Union — the youth wing of the ruling com-
munist ﬁan},r — attended by more than 1,500 delegates from

Across t

China-Bhutan sign

Jiaxuan, Chinese Foreign Minister an

e Caribbean island nation.

-

ent: Tang
yonpo Jigme Thinley,

Foreign Minister of Kingdom of Bhutan, yesterday signed an
agreement on maintenance of peace and tranquility in border
area between the two countries on behalf of each other's
government, Xinhua says from Beijing.

Prior to the signing ceremony, the two Foreign Ministers
had an exchange of views on bilateral relations and issues of

comimnon concertl
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Probe against Russian officials: a
corruption investigation was launched Tuesday against the
chief of Russia's missile fuel agency and some of his colleagues,
military prosecutors said, AP reports from Moscow.

Criminal probes against several Defence Ministry officials
avere opened Tuesday, the ITAR-Tass news agency quoted the
central military prosecutor's oflice as saying.

Workers kidnap their boss in Moscow:

About 100 women workers at a Siberian auto factory

took their

boss hostage to demand their wages, some of which are a year
and a half overdue, a news report said Tuesday. AP reports from

Moscow.

The workers at the Ulan-Ude Auto Factory locked director
Leonid Belykh in his office on Monday and continued to hold
him Tuesday, the Interfax news agency said. It did not say what

jobs the women held.

Anwar Ibrahim's trial
Lawyers continue to grill
main witness

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 9: The
defence in the corruption and
sex trial of Anwar Ibrahim
asked a key prosecution witness
Wednesday if the sacked deputy
prime minister had anything to
do with the death of the witness'
pregnant wife, reports AP.

war's defence team is try-
ing to prove that as part of a
high-level conspiracy to de-
stroy their client's political ca-
reer, Anwar had even been ac-
cused of sch to murder the
wife of the man who says the
politician sodomized him.

Sodomy is a crime in this
predominantly Muslim nation.

Azizan's wife, who was sefen
months pregnant, was killed in
a car accident in January when
the couple was driving to visit
Azizan's parents. Azizan, who
was driving, said that an on-

coming car slammed into the
side of his car.

A book, "50 Reasons Why
Anwar Cannot Become PM,"
hints that Anwar schemed to
cause the death of Azizan's wife.

Azizan was asked if he be-
lieved the accusations.

He said no, and that no one
else but his parents knew about
the planned visit to their home.

“It's inconceivable that
Anwar would want to kill me
and my wife, Azizan said.
“There's no way my father and
mother would tell anyone."”

The Malaysian Attorney
General's office has said that
the criminal charges against
Anwar were based on a police
investigation into accusations
contained in the book.

The book was widely dis-
tributed at this year's annual
convention of the ruling United

- Malays National organisation

party, where Anwar's allies
campaigned for political re-
forms.

Throughout the cross exam-
ination Wednesday, the prose-
cution objected to the line of
questioning.

“The questioning in the past
two to three days is not related
‘to the ons, but just to the
credibility of the witness," said
prosecutor Yusof Zainal
Abidin, .
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even if you don't want some-
thing to happen it can acciden-
tally be ravated and then
you use whatever means is at

your disposal," said Mahmood.

And today both Pakistan
and India have nuclear
weapons at their disposal.

e threat of war is a real
one in South Asia, where
Pakistan and India already
have fought three wars since
independence of subcontinent
in 1947. Two of the wars have
been fought over Kashmir,
rrhich both countries lay claim
0.

As recently as 1990 many
people feared a fourth, possibly
nuclear, confrontation again
over Kashmir.

India blames Pakistan for
fomen violence in its side of

. the border, where a 10-year in-

surgency has left tens of thou-
sands of people dead. Indian
Kashmir is the only Muslim-
dominated state in a predomi-
nately Hindu India.

Bus colhdes with
fuel tanker n
India: 50 dead

NEW DELHI, Dec 9: At least
50 people were killed when a
speeding bus collided with a fuel
tanker today in the eastern In-
dian state of Bihar, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) reported, re-
ports AFP.

Five others were seriously
injured in the accident at Bho-
jpur district, Bihar Director
General of police K Jacob was
quoted as saying.

Jacob said there was a loud
explosion alter the collision,
and most of the victims were
burnt to death.

PTI earlier reported that 15
political activists were killed in
the accident and identified
them as members of a centrist

party ruling Bihar.

Severed heads
of 4 toreigners

found in
Chechnya

GROZNY, Dec 9: The severed
heads of four kidnapped for-
eigners were discovered neatly
lined up beside a highway in
Chechnya on Tuesday after a
rescue attempt :Bpartntly went
wrong, reports Ab.

The whereabouts of the bod-
ies of the three Britons and a
New Zealander, engineers who
had been installing telephone
lines across Chechnya. was un-
clear. = g e

While kidnappings, ushally
for ransom. have become
widespread in Chechnya since
the end of its 1994-96 war for
independence from Russia,
hostages are rarely killed —
particularly foreigners.

The deaths were apparently
the result of a rescue attempt by
Chechen authorities Monday
night that went ’tragically
wrong," according to Ray Verth,
chief executive of Granger
Telecom, the British tompany
the hostages had worked for.

Chechen President Aslan
Maskhadov said Chechen offi-
cials had caught ﬂﬂ& gf ﬂn;dkld-
nappers Monday and he 10 3
lice where the hostages were gg
ing held.

BJP suffers
another setback

NEW DELHI, Dec 9: India's
ruling Hindu nationalists suf-
fered a setback today when a
key ally vowed to back the op-
position candidate for the post
of Deputy Speaker in parlia-
ment, reports AFP.

The regional AIADMK party
announced that it expected
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee to also help elect op-
position nominee PM Sayeed to
the influential portfolio. .

Sayeed is a member of the
main opposition Congress
Party, which last month
trounced Vajpayee's nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in key state elections.

"A healthy convention has
evolved that the rulin Frﬂup
nominates the Speaker %ﬂ par-
liament] while the Deputy
Speaker post goes to the opposi-
tion," AIADMK Supremo
Jayalalitha Jayaram said in a
statement.

Pakistan denies giving mili-
tary aid to Muslim insurgents
across the border, saying its
help is only political and
moral.

But Mahmood says that
Pakistan cannot stop some mil-
itant Muslims, who see the se-
cessionist movement in
Kashmir as a jihad or holy war.

"As far as Azad Kashmir
government is concerned we are
not training or sen people
across the line of control,” said
Mahmood.

"But we can't say that no one
is gﬂlnﬁ. but they are not as-
sisted by the government.” he
said. "May be individuals from
here and there, like some
Afghans are co and sayi
‘'we must help’ and they snezﬁ
across the border."

According to Mahmood ev-
erything changed when India
and Pakistan declared them-
selves nuclear states. A nuclear
war on the subcontinent would

International

endanger the lives of 1 billion
people — a threat the world
cannot afford to ignore, he said.

The international commu-
nity and the United States in
particular has a responsibility
to prevent a nuclear war on the
Asian subcontinent.

"As a superpower how can
the United States not intervene
to prevent a nuclear war that
could put the lives of more than
1 billion people in d " he
asked. "It's credibility as a su-

pe is at stake.
But India is steadfastly op-

posed to international media-
tion. )

For Mahmood the interna-
tional community's job is clear
~— to put pressure on India to
enter into third-party media-
tion.

"We live in a global village
and international opinions is
important," he said. "With
enough pressure India can't af-

ford to say no to everything.”

Endeavour lifts up ISS
- to higher orbit

SPACE CENTER, Dec 9: With
the bulk of their construction
work behind them, Endeavour's
astronauts gave the new up-
and-running International
Space Station (ISS) a safe but
shaky lift to a higher orbit on
Tuesday, reports AP.

The pilots fired the shuttle
thrusters to climb to an altitude
of about 400 kilometers, 9
kilometers higher than before.

NASA wants to leave the in-
ternational space station in as
high an orbit as possible.
Spacecraft gradually sink be-
cause of the naturally occurrin
drag of the atmosphere, an
need to be boosted periodically.

The seven-story, 35-ton sta-
tion swung back and forth a
half-foot or more in
Endeavour’'s cargo bay, it solar
wings flapping, as the shuttle
moved higher and er.

"Wow, look at that." astro-
naut Nancy Currie called to her
crewmates. The tips of the
wings waved a full foot, she

' Ty

The first units of the international space station, the

said.

The astronauts kept close
watch on the quivering stack
during the 20-minute , care-
fully spacing out their thruster
pulses to reduce the stress.

"Nice job." Mission Control
said when it was over. Shuttle
commander Robert Cabana
replied that the boosting proce-
dure "really worked slick.”

It went so well, in fact, that
Mission Control canceled a sec-
ond boost that had been
planned for Friday.

After the previous night's
seven and hall hour spacewalk
to wire the Zarya and Unity
station modules together, the
asironauts took it eas
Tuesday. It was their first bre
since rocketing into orbit last

F‘rh:'i\::,y.

"We've still got a lot ahead of
us,” Cabana told a TV inter-
viewer, "but it really feels good
to have everything we need for
mission success under our belt.

Russian-built Zarya at the top and American-built Unity
below, can be seen as 1t orbits Earth docked in the
payload bay of the space shuttle Endeavour Tuesday in
this image from NASA television. Some of the work
accomphished in last night's spacewalk can be seen in the
cable connections and handles attached to the sides of

Unity.

— AP/UNB photo
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UNSC condemns Afghanistan

for sheltering terrorists

UNITED NATIONS. Dec 9:
The UN Security Council de-
nounced Afghanistan's Taliban
militia Tuesday for sheltering
international terrorists and vi-
fgting human rights, reports

The council warned Taliban
leaders that it would impose
unspecified measures against
them unless they halt their mil-
itary campaign and negotiate
peace with their ethnic rivals in
the northern part of the coun-
ry.
Alarmed by what it called
the increasingly ethnic nature
of the conflict, the council
unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion condemning the killings
this summer of eight Iranian
diplomats and an Iranian jour-
nalist and the reported mas-
sacre of several thousand mi-
nority Shiites during the
Taliban sweep of northern

Afghanistan.

It demanded that the
Taliban stop providing sanctu-
ary and training for interna-
tional terrorists.

"Afghanistan-based terror-
ism has become a plague,” said
US envoy Nancy Soderberg.
"Terrorists trained or based in
Afghanistan have been respon-
sible for incidents in all corners
of the globe. This was brought
home to us tragically by the
bombing of our embassies” in
August in Nairobi, Kenya, and
Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanzania.

The Taliban have refused to
hand over Osama bin Laden, the
multimillionaire Saudi dissent
who lives in Afghanistan and is
accused by the United States of
masterminding the embassy
bombings that killed 224 peo-

le, including 12 Americans.
aliban leaders deny his in-
volvement in terrorism.
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Former House members, from left, Elizabethr Holtzman, Father Robert Drinan and Wayne
Owens are sworn in on Capitol Hill Tuesday prior to testifying
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before the House Judiciary

Committee's impeachment hearing. All three served on the House Judiciary Committee in
1974 during the Nixon impeachment hearing.

— AP/UNB photo

UN intensifies drive

for

Iraq's illegal weapons

BAGHDAD, Dec 9: The
United Nations launched an
intensive search Tuesday for
Iraq's illegal weapons amid
Iraqi charges that its arms in-

‘spectors are again trylig to ha-
reports Ar.

rass Baghdad,

"We are undertaking a very
intensive schedule,” Caroline
Cross, the Iinspectors’
_?_ﬂokeswonun in Baghdad. told

e Associated Press. "We have
snrcralI teams licI::I town. we nl;f:d
to test 'S to comply.”

Baghr?lgd Pdidg:mt hidg its
anger as the weapons | ors
speeded up their probe. State-
run newspapers quoted Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, cur-
rently on a visit to Moscow, as
saying that there is a limit to
Iu%compum.

ey quoted him as saying
that Iraq has been cooperating
with the inspectors for more

PM bows to pressure

Israel won't begin
pullout from WB

next week

JERUSALEM, Dec 9: Israeli
leader Benjamin Netanyahu,
stru EF to stay in power, said
on Tuesday he was unlikely to
carry out a pledged West Bank
pull out next week despite a

eacemaking visit by US
esident Bill Clinton, reports
Reuters.

Israeli politicians left and

right predicted the embattled
rime minister could only hold
is rightist coalition together
by abandoning his land-for-se-
curity deal with the Palesti-
nians,

The political turmoil cou-
pled with Israeli Palestinian
violence cast a shadow over
Clinton's December 12-15 trip
lo the on. meant to celebrate
the peace accord he helped for
outside Washington six weeks
ago.

. In the West Bank Palesti-

nians took to the streets again
to protest Israel’'s refusal to
release what the Palestinian
authority calls political pris-
Olers.

Eight calves
cloned from
single cell

in Japan

WASHINGTON, Dec 9:
Japanese researchers said on
Tuesday they had managed to
clone eight calves from a single
adult cow, demonstra one of
the. most efficient techniques
for cloning yet developed, re-
ports Reuters.

Yoko Kato and her col-
leagues at Kinki University in
Nara, Japan said their experi-
ment showed that prime live-
stock can easily be cloned to
create elite herds.

Four of the calves died soon
after birth, but the researchers
think outside causes were to
blame, not the calves' genes.

Other experts in clonin
hailed the development as proo
that cloning is no fluke and will
soon become an everyday tech-
nology. :
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‘Manila's street children li

of them children.

g

ght candle
orphanage to coincide with the mass burial of the 24
ago. The dilapidated orphanage was razed by a pre-dawn fire killing at least 29 people,
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the ruins of the Bahay Kalinga
orphans who died in a fire five days

most
— AP/UNB
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than seven years but is yet to see
an end to economic sanctions.

"This situation is no longer
acceptable.” Aziz was quoted as
saying.

The sanctions, im after
Iraq’'s 1990 invasion of Kuwait,
cannot be lifted wuntil the
weapons inspectors certify that
Iraq is free of chemical, nuclear
and bilological weapons and
long-range missiles.

ate Monday, Foreign
Minister Mohammed Saeed al-
Sahhaf said a team of 39 in-
spectors had arrived in Iraq,
and branded them “"comman-
dos” trying to create problems.
But Ms Cross, the inspectors’
spokeswoman, denied a new
team had come.

“There is no reason for the

Iraqgis to worry {f they are going

to comply,” she said.
There are now about 140

( "' the 01;‘(1

Shakespeare's work

-

in ad-
visiting

weapons experts in Iraq
dition to several

teams,"” she said.

The inspectors resumed
their work last month after a
nearly three-month hiatus dur-
ing which Iraq had banned
them from visiting any new
suspected weapons sites. Ira
allowed them back and pledgcﬁ
full cooperation as the United
States and Britdin were prepar-
ing to launch military strikes
on Nov 14.

On Tuesday, at least nine UN
vans went into the field. Chief
UN weapons inspector Richard
Butler had earlier said that a
series of surprise visits would
begin Tuesday in a final test of
Eaghdad‘s pledge of coopera-

on.

Iraq hopes that the review
will lead to lifting the sanctions.

now on internet

WASHINGTON: More of William Shakespear&’s world will go
on the Internet with the help of a grant announced Tuesday

the US povernment, reports AP,
The hushed reading room of the Folger

Shakespeare Library .

restricts adniission to one ol the world's foremost Shakespeare

collections.

Internet searches point to a wealth of Shakespearean mate-
rial already on the Internet, including several sites which in-

clude his complete works.

Next summer, said librarian Michael Kuhta, the library
plans to put online the pages of a big manuscript. "Comimon-

place Book” by Thomas
Shakespeare's time. :

revelyon, who lived in London in

Although he doesn't mention Shakespeare, Trevelyon — ap-

parently an educated man of independent means,

possibly a

lace merchant — shared many of the playwright's interests.
"There's poetry, geography, lists of English kings,” Kuhta

said. 'It's almost 600 pages.”

Project co-director Jane Kolson said the website also will

include the libr

ary's complete card catalogue and possibly some
pages lrom the earliest editions of Shakes

peare.

Thie Folger will get dirs 625,000 from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. and another dirs 2.5 million from
other sources. including private donors.

Blood, rabbits stolen
from Russian clinic
MOSCOW: All the blood supplies and some rabbits used in
experiments at a northern Russian clinic have been stolen; offi-

cials said Tuesday. reports AP.

The blood supplies were for hospitals in the Komi republic,
1.000 kilometres northeast of Moscow. They were stolen Mon-

day

night. clinic chief Andrei Titarenko was quoted by the

ITAR-Tass news agency as saying.

The clinic’'s rabbits also disap

peared. and officials fear they

may be sold for meat. But their meat is likely to be dangerous

because the animals have underﬁune experiments, so police will

pect rabbits sold at local mar

ins

ets. ITAR-Tass said.

It did not say how much blood or how many rabbits were

stolen or give any other details.

Cemetary thieves!

LONDON: Dec 9: A man and wife who ran a flower shop were
found gﬁ‘uﬂt}" on Tuesday of stealing wreaths and floral tributes
t

by ni
business, reports Reuters.

from a northern England cemetery for use in their

David Scott, 61. collapsed in Durham crown court after he

and his wife M
prison and sus o

They were

Scott. 45, were sentenced to nine months in
nded for two years.

so ordered to pay 500 pounds (825 US dollars) in

costs I:B;a 1|u+t;1gﬁ: who said it was a heartless crime that was like
e

liftin id on a coffin.

e court heard that they were caught in the act by the
caretaker of the churchyard in North Shields in April.
Police searches of the couple's home uncovered a stash of
condolence cards, including one in a child's handwriting read-

ing "To Uncle Jim, goodbye and god bless."

Clinton‘sllawxers say

Evidence not enough to
support impeachment

. WASHINGTON. Dec 9: In an
exhaustive, 184-page document,
President Bill Cllijntun's lawyers
contrasted the Monica
Lewinsky affair with the
Watergate scandal and con-
cluded that Clinton's "denial of
a private indiscretion” does not
Amp ant impeachment, reports
"Whereas. President
(Richard) Nixon used govern-
mental agencies including the
CIA and I to thwart the in-
vestigation into his lies,
President Clinton did nothing
of the sort,” Clinton's lawyers
said in a submission Tuesday to
the House Judiciary Committee.
The Clinton legal team gave
its most complete assessment of
the evidence against the presi-
dent to date, declaring that
Clinton made no agreement
with the former White House in-
tern to lile under oath and that
he did not attempt to influence
the testimony of presidential

secretary Betty Currie.

Noting conflicts between the
testimony of Clinton and Ms.
Lewinsky, the president’s
lawyers said that "contradic-
tory testimony from two wit-
nesses does not indicate that
one has committed pe%rga a
perjury case must not sed
solely upon the testimony of a
single witness.”

he chairman of the
Judicia Committee, Rep.
Henr yde, an Illinois

Republican, dismissed the
White House report as "more le-
gal hairsplitting and semantic
gymnastics.” e report, he
added. "appears to contain no
new evidence or challenge the
truthfulness of any testimony
the fommittee now possess.”

The report also strongly crit-
icised prosecutor Kenneth
Starr, stating that "instead of
transmitting to the committee
the information gathered” dur-
ing the investigation, "Mr.

Starr chose to give it his own
spin.”

The decision "to proceed in
this way was a sharp departure
from Special prosecutor Leon
Jaworski's submission to
Congress" in the Watergate
scandal, the report added.

Jaworski provided a compi-
lation of information gathered
by the girand jury. but reported
no conclusions.

Starr found 11 grounds for
possible impcaEhm:nt and
spelled them out. They ranged
from allegations that Clinton
lied to the grand jury and to the
court in the Paula Jones case to
obstruction of his secretary's
testimony and abuse of power.

Finally, the White House re-
port argued that Starr excluded
evidence favourable to the pres-
ident.

Starr alleged that Clinton
obstructed justice by procuring
a job for Lewinsky in exchange

relationahip with tRe Presiaet




