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_ij I chess

Three top

Hair won't let his hair down

. . SYDNEY, Dec 8
Stﬂlldlngs | (Reuters/ Inter-

' net): Australian

Sports Reporter | umpire Darrell
Holders Leonine Chess Club, J Hair is threaten-
Titas Club and Nakhalpara | &t ing legal action

Jubo Kalyan Sangha were
jointly leading the First Divi-
sion chess league table at the
end of round two at the NSC
- chess room yesterday.
On the secogd day of the 14-
team league, Leonine, who be-
an their campaign with a 2-2
raw against last year's runners
up Biman on Monday in the
0 enlnﬁ round, outplayed
D niversity 4-0.
Leonines Latvian Grand
Master Igors Raussis won the
first board against Sayeed
Ahmed while Belarus Grand
Master Yuri Suleman clinched
the sécond board defeating Kr-
ishnapada Biswas. In the other
two boards, Leonine's Rafiqul
and Abu Sufian Shakil beat

Monirul Islam and Sabyashchi .
Mandal respectively.

Titas Club Ilmtl;l edaFg;tgsh-

Cluba l- eat.

Emésﬁrgngnsaain Rajib of
Titas took the first bo with
an easy win over Mizan while
Saifud Lovlu beat Alok in
the second board.

Hasibul Hasan earned the
third point for Titas defeating
Hanif Mollah while Farash-
ganj's Protul earned the lone

nt for his side winning the

oard against Titas Club's
Ruhul Kabir Shiplu.
Nakhalpara Jubo Kalyan

against Sri Lanka's cricket
board president, alleging he ac-
cused Hair of bias during a row
over a Sri Lankan spinner,

Hair has written to Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)
chief executive David Richards
to let himn know he is consider-
ing suing Sri Lankan cricket
president Thilange Sumath-
ipala.

Excerpts from the letter were
published in several Australian
newspapers on Tuesday.

The Sydney-based Daily
Telegraph quoted the letter as
saying: "This matter has been
placed in the hands of my solic-
itor and legal action will be in-
stigated immediately if our in-
vestigations reveal he did make
such a statement."

Hair was unavailable fer
comment on ‘luesday as he was
on his way to Pakistan to offi-
ciate in a Test match there, But
the Australian Cricket Board
said the umpire was within his
rights to take any action he saw
fit,

"Darrell's a private citizen
and can do whatever he wants,”
an ACB official said.

Hair announced last week he
had decided to make himself
unavailable for the upcoming
limited-overs series tween
Australia, England and Sri
Lanka.

Hair's decision gcame after
Sri Lankan cricket authorities
had asked the ACB to ban him
from umpiring their matches
after he criticised Sri Lankan
off-spinner Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan.

Hair, in his recently pub-
lished book "Decision Maker"
described Muralitharan's bowl-
ing action as "diabolical” and

sald he would have no hesita-
tion no-balling him in‘the fu-
ture.

Muralitharan's action came
under scrutiny in 1995 when he
was no-balled seven times by
Hair for throwing but his or--
thodox bowling style has since
been cleared by the ICC.

Sri Lankan cricket authori-
ties complained that Hair broke
ICC rules by making the state-
ments about Muralitharan.

Hair claims Sumathipala's
comments deprive him of the
chance of a fair hearing.

He will learn later this week
if the ICC will penalise him for
breaching the code of conduct.

By standing déwn from the
World Series one-day tourna-
ment, while the Australian
Cricket Board dithered over
what action to take, Hair effec-
tively fined himself 15,000
dollars (9,000 Us dollars) in
match fees.

Sport

MELBOURNE, Dec

1 8 (Reuters/ Inter-

net): Victoria held

out a spirited Eng-

J land attack on

e et Tuesday in a tense

final session to reach 245 for

eight, drawirl';-f their four-day

match at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

E;ngha won 3-1 against Victoria were set a winning
sza::iilur Sakiiiah GG target of 281 from a minimum

Aminul of Nakhalpara won
their board against Ali Amjad
Mintu and Showkat Hossain
Pallab while the other two
boards were tied.

of 67 overs after England de-
clared their second innings
closed on their overnight score
of 207 for five.

England claimed five Victo-
rian wickets in the final session

Biman also ted a 3-1 win
and needed about a run a ball as
u?er?la Mahakhali Prodeep | . yourists pressed for a

iman's three International
Masters Ziaur Rahman, Reefat-
bin-Sattar and Abdullah Al-
Rakib won their respective
boards against Monodeep Dhar,
Badrul Alam and Saidul Islam.

Rezaul Haque of Biman lost
his board to Ahmed Hossain
Ma{umd:r.

n the day's other matches,
Brothers Union beat Kamalapur
Samaj Kalyan and Krira
Sangha 3-1, West Jatrabari
Krira Chakra beat Anushilon
Daba Krira Chakra 2.5-1.5
while Sonali Bank and
Narayanganj Daba Khel?ﬁ'ar
Samiti shared the pints with a
2-2 draw.

s matches: Anushilon
DEC v Brothers Union, Titas
Club v West Jatrabari KC,
Nakhalpara JKS v Farashganj

morale boosting win ahead of
the third Test against Australia
which starts in Adelaide on
Friday.

However wicketkeeper Peter
Roach and tailender Ashle
Gilbert denied the tourists wit
a stubborn 13-run final stand.

England off-spinner Robert
Croft led the England attack
with three wickets in the final

~ session, including Victoria cap-

tain Brad Hodge for 50 and
_number six batsman John

Victoria

stymie England

‘Davison for a duck.

Hodge was caught behind by
replacement wicketkeeper War-
ren Hegg, who came onto the
field for England captain Alec
Stewart. - .

Stewart came on late in the
final session but had been un-
able to play in the previous two
sessions because of a bruised
hand. Hegg was allowed to take
the field after talks between the
tourists ‘and Victorian and
Australian Cricket Board offi-
cials.

Stewart’'s absence came after
leading batsman Graham
Thorpe suffered a recurrence of
a back injury while he was at
the crease on Monday.

Thorpe could not return to
the field again. >

Victoria's run-chase got off
to a bad start when they lost
opener Jason Arnberger to pace
bowler Dean Headley for one
with their score on three.

Dashing number three
batsman Graeme Vimpani got
Victoria back on track with an
aggressive innings of 72 from
97 deliveries before falling to
medium-fast bowler Angus
Fraser in the afternoon session.

Headley again raised Eng-
land hopes in the final session
when he snared number five
Shawn Craig for 45.

Gilbert, playing in his first
first-class match, was involved
in a confrontation with
Headley and Mark Ramprakash
as he and Roach sought to hold
the tourists out over a tense fi-
nal 30 minutes.

Gilbert and Headley ex-
ch words at the crease and
Ramprakash walked in from
his fielding position at point to
stand toe-to-toe with the tall
Victorian.

The pair was separated by
Stewart and umpire Terry Prue.
Gilbert, and Ramprakash had a
similar verbal confrontation
on Monday after the England

Test batsman lost his wicket to

the Victorian.
Play finished 90 minutes be-

fore the normal closing time to
allow England to catch a flight
to Adelaide to prepare for the

vital third Test with Australia
holding a 1-0 advantage.

Play on the previous three
days had been extended by 30
;n}:llutes to make up the short-
all.

Thorpe's Ashes ends in ashes

MELBOURNE, Dec
8 (Reuters/ Inter-

SC, Leonine CC v Ansars, Ma- | ; net): England's
hakhali PS v Dhaka Univer-  preparations for
sity, Sonali Bank v Biman and the wvital third

EKamalapur SKKC v Narayan-
ganj DKS.

Petrini tells

HREE

a gruesomnie
tale

ROME, Dec 8: The former
Italian footballer Carlo Petrini
claimed on Monday that growth
hormones and creatine were
just candy compared to the sub-
stances in use in [talian foot-
ball thirty years ago, reporis
AFP.

Petrini spoke of booster
shots being administered to
him and his teammates during
his days with Genoa.

In an interview with Cor-
riere Della Sera the retired star,
who also played for Milan,
Roma and Varesa, revealed how
his contemporaries used to es-
cape detection from drug tests.

"We had three bathrobes
with a double pocket and those
who weren't playing used to
urinate in a test tube.”

He said these were then given
to players called for tests.

"A player would hide the test
tube in his bathrobe and pour
its contents into the official test
tube.”

Petrini added that to combat
- the cold the team would be given
iwo or three micoren capsules
(medication for heart trouble)
and coffee containing two as-
pirin. '

Ashes Test were
seriously jarred on Tuesday
when linchpin batsman
Graham Thorpe said a back
injury would force him to
return home. . 25

Thorpe suffered a recurrénce
of the injury during England's
second innings against state
side Victoria on Monday, the
Surrey lefthander retiring hurt
after scoring just one run dur-
ing 40 painful minutes at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground
crease.

The injury had also forced
Thorpe to miss the second Test
against Australia in Perth,
which Australia won by seven
wickets to take a 1-0 lead in the
five match series.

"Naturally it's a big disap-
pointment not be able to take
any further part in the series,"
Thorpe told reporters before the
England team left for Adelaide,
where the third test starts on
Friday.

"It's probably the biggest se-
ries England players get to play
in, an Ashes series, and one |
have enjoyed playing in the
past,” he said. '

"Obviously you want to try
and play your part to get your
team back into the series, but at
the same time you have to ac-
cept that when your time's up.

it's ug

Thorpe headed England's
batting averages in the past two
Ashes series and looked set for
another successful series before
the injury cruelly cut his tour
short.

Team manager Graham

|
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SIX NO TRUMPS

A K Sayeedul Huq

SOUTH MADE A GOOD CALCULATION

AND BID GAME
(Hand # 145)
North
4S5 :K109864
West ¥ 4.8 East
B ¢D 8532 S Q7
YH 42 “C AB YH AKB753
¢D KQJ104 ¢D: 9/
&C' KQJ10 South (D) »C:975
AS AJS
vH J1096
¢D AB
&C 6432
Bidding: East West were vulnerable
Pass | Diamond I Spade 2 Hearts
2 Spades 3 Diamonds 3 Spades Pass
4 Spades Pass Pass Pass

With a two-suiter hand but 12 HCP West opened one Diamond in a
vulnerable position North overcalled Spade. East bid two Hearts and
South™ supported partner’'s Spade. When North rebid Spades, South
calculated that partner might have at best one card in Hearts. Moreover,
with the first-round control in Diamonds. there might be a scope to

Gooch said it was decided on
Monday night that Thorpe
would return home and that a
replacement player would not
be sought.

“It's thought if Graham can't
prove his [itness it is besl that

A

GRAHAM THORPE
he returns home ... to get it

sorted out once and for all "
Gooch said,

Thorpe was to have used the
match against Victoria as a
last-ditch effort to prove his
fitness for the third Test. The
match ended on Tuesday in a
draw after a tense final session
with Victoria on 245 for eight at
stumps, 36 runs short of their
victory target.

Graeme Hick was called in as
a temipotary replacement, for
opening batsman Michael
‘Atherton earlier in the tour.
Hick top-scored for England in
Perth after it was decided he

would stay on tour when Thorpe
was forced out of the second
Test.

Thorpe's injury first flared
during England’'s tour of the
West Indies in March and sub-
sequent surgery forced him to
miss most of the second half of
the 1998 home season.

Thorpe seemed to have prof-
ited from an intensive fitness
regime and he racked up 438
first class runs in the early
stages of the Australian tour,
including an unbeaten double
century against South Aus-
tralia in Adelaide last month.

However the injury flared

_again during a plane trip from

Brisbane to Perth after the
drawn first Test.

"Since then I haven't quite
been able to get on top of it.*
Thorpe said.

‘It is a setback again but I'm
optimistic that I can get it right
with time and effort.”

INDIANAPOLIS,
Dec 8 [AP): The

judge who senten-
ced Mike Tyson to

e ﬂrisnn for rape
as three options

develop the Heart suit for eventual discard of losers. He therefore bid
game in Spades rather ambiuously.

THE PLAY

East led the King of Hearts and when the declarer dropped the Queen, he
switched to Diamond Nine. The declarer went up with the Ace and
played small Spade toward the closed hand He thought of finessing the
Jack but when the trumps were 2-2. he played a Heart from the dummy
and slapped a Club. Finally. two losing Diamonds were parked on the
dummy’s good Hearts.

regarding the former heavy-
weight champion's probation —
and one of them is returning
him to jail.

son pleaded 'no contest' to
misdemeanor assault charges
in Maryland last week, and that
could used as evidence by
Judge Patricia Gifford of a pos-
sible parole violation.
"There are three things that
could occur when the report is
received," Gifford said Monday.

"A warrant for Mr Tyson's ar-
rest could be issued, a hearing
on the report could be sched-
uled, or there could be no action
toward a possible revocation of
probation ... taken until sen-
tencing in Maryland.

"Until I've reviewed the re-
port and made a decision, it
would be inappropriate to
comment on possible action."
the judge said.

~=entencing is Maryland is
expected early next year. The
Montgomery Count
(Maryland) District Court sai
no exact sentencing date has

Johnson thr;-ugh
proper channel

TORONTO, Dec 8: Ben John-
son's latest request to be rein-
stated as sprinter has been for-
warded to the Canadian Centre
for Ethics in Sports, which
plans to ask the federal gov-
ernment for 30,000 dollars to
pay for the arbitration hearing,
reports AP,

Athletics Canada president
John Thresher on Monday said
the national track body re-
ceived Johnson's application
for an "exceptional circum-
stances" reinstatement last
weekend at the organisation's
annual general meeting.

What to do with Tyson

been set. :

Probation officer George
Walker said Thursday it ap-
Efared Tyson violated terms of

s probation as a result of his
no-contest plea.

Tyson was released from

rison in 1995. Gifford added
our years of probation, how-
ever, meaning T?rsnn could be
sent back to jail for any further
violation. His probation is
scheduled to expire in March.

Tyson's no-contest plea
stemmed from a minor traffic

accident in August in which two
motorists claimed the boxer
kicked and punched them.

Indiana authorities also re-
viewed the probation — but took
no action — after Tyson bit
Evander Holyfield's ears during
a title bout in June 1997. The
Nevada Athletic Commission
stripped Tyson of his boxing li-
cense but reinstated him in Oc-
tober.

son plans to fight Fran-
cois Botha on Janu 16 in Las
Vegas. A news conference is
scheduled Tuesday in Los Ange-
les to announce the bout.

The no-contest plea was not
an admission of guilt. However,
Tyson could face up to 20 years
in prison — 10 years on each
count — and be fined up to 5,000
dollar. The two men he scuffled
with already have agreed to a
settlement to avoid a civil suit.

Tyson is training in the
Phoenix area and intends to
live there. He already has regis-
tered as a sex offender in .
zona as part of his planned
move,

His Arizona neighbours will
nat be notified when he chooses
a permanent home. The com-
munity notification law did not
take effect until after this con-
viction.

To clear the way for his
move, Tyson is selling his 62-
acre estate in Ohio along with
homes in Las Vegas and Con-
necticut, The Plain Dealer of
Cleveland reports. The total
i.—uking price in 21 million dol-

ars.

[nter-varsity

Sports on
Sports Reporter

The three-day long inter
university swimming and wa-
terpolo championships began
at the swimming pool of Dhaka
University yesterday.

Prof Shahiduddin Ahmed,
Pro-VC and Chairman of the
Dhaka Universit Sports
Board, inaugurated the meet
where four universities
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chittagong
and Agricultural — are taking
part.

Rajshahi University (RU)
dominated the opening day's
proceedings by collecting as
many as four gold medals.
Mizanur Rahman of RU won
golds in the 400-metre individ-
ual medley and the 100-metre
backstroke.

Mizanur then helped his
team secure the gold in the
4x100 metres freestyle.

For the hosts and favourites
Dhaka University, Hafizul Is-
lam Shuvra and Mahbubur
Rahmfn restored honour by
capturing gold in the 100 metres
breaststroke: and 100 metres
freesti(l: respectively. -

Following are the winners
of different events held on the
inaugural day:

[

Events Winners
100m freestyle Mahbubur Rahman (DU)
100m breaststroke Hafizul Islam (DU)
400m individual medley  Mizanur Rahman (RU)
100m backstroke Mizanur Rahman (RU)
400m ireestyle Abu Zatar Haider (RU)
4x100m freeslyle relay RU

Besides, Dhaka University
registered a 9-4 win over Ra-
jshahi University in the water-
polo.

Steffi's 'Children
for Tomorrow'

HAMBURG. Dec 8 (AFP):
German tennis star Steffi Graf
announced Monday she was
creating an international foun-
dation for traumatised chil-
dren. dubbed "Children for To
MOrrow. "

The foundation, set up with
aid from staff at a Hamburg
clinic, is designed to aid chil-
dren suffering from depressioin
or psychological trauma resull
ing from war, persecution or vi
olence, Graf explained, she
added it would first concentrate
its efforts on Africa.

Graf, 29 hopes to finance the
project with money from a so
ciely set up in her name.

Central in
position

NAPIER, New Zealand, Dec 8
(AP /Reuters/Intemet): The Cen-
tral Districts moved into a
healthy position over India at
stumps on the second day of the
four-day match at McLean Park
on Tuesday.

Central was dismissed for
336 in their first innings, a lead
of 233 over the tourists, though
Navjot Sidhu and Ajay Jadeja
wiped off 54 of those runs in 13
overs before the close.

Captain Craig Spearman
(85), Mathew Sinclair (52) and
New Zealand Youth captain
Jarrod Englefield (63) were the
leading scorers for Central.

India's most successful
bowler was medium pacer De-
bashish Mohanty with four for
69 while Venkatesh Prasad fin-
ished with three for 100.

Scoreboard at the close of
play of the four-day match be-
tween New Zealand Central Dis-
tricts Xl and India on Tuesday:

INDIA: First innings 103

CENTRAL DISTRICTS XI:
First mniagfs (overnight 121-1)
Milnes b Mohanty

20
Spearman b Prasad 85

Sinclair ¢ Mongia b Mohanty 52
Englefield c Prasad b H Smg{
Douglas b Prasad 28
Oram Ibw b R Sin 5]
Furlong ¢ Mongia b Prasad 3
Penn b H Singh 7
Sigley not out 35
Blake lbw b Mohanty 1

1

Mason Ibw b Mohanty 1

Extras: (b-4; Ib-5; nb-16; w-1) 26

Total: (All out) 336

Fall of wkts: 1-61; 2-152; 3-

171; 4-236; 5-245; 6-253; 7-281;
8-288: 9-320; 10-336.

Bowler: O M R w
Prasad 31 6 100 3
Mohanty 222 9 B
g Singh 19 5 59 1

angul 7 1 25 0Onb-2)
H Sin I?; 37 10 74 2

IA: Second innings

Sidhu not out 15
Jadeja not out 38
Extras: (Ib-1) 1
Total: (Without loss) 54
Bowler: O M R W
Penn 9 2 8 0
Blake 3 0 2 0
Furlong 3 0.2 0O
Mason 1 2 0

Bell set to
m ake NZ debut

WELLINGTON, Dec 8: Open-
ing batsman Matthew Bell will
make his Test debut for New
Zealand in the first cricket Test
against India starting at Caris-
brook, Dunedin on Dec. 18, re-
ports AP.

Bell, 21, was Tuesday in-
cluded in New Zealand's largely
predictable 12-man squad for
the opening game in the three-
match Test series.

Bell, of the Wellington, takes
over from Bryan Young, who
has struggled for form alter re-
turning home as the incumbent
following New Zealand's last
tour of Sri Lanka in July.

SQUAD

Stephen Fleming (captain),
Matt Horne, Matthew Bell,
Nathan Astle, Craig McMilan,
Chris Cairns, Adam Parore,
Dion Nash, Daniel Vettori, Si-
mon Doull, Paul Wiseman, Ge-
off Allott (12th man to be
named),

Tobiasen out

of action

AMSTERDAM, Dec 8: Dan-
ish international defender Ole
Tobiasen has undergone a sec-
ond operation on his left knee
and will be out for a lengt
riod, his Ajax Amsterdam club
sald on Monday,

! R:utc:r?.

hy pe-

reports’

#%5 LONDON, Dec 8
. (Reuters/ Inter-
net): The Euro-

3-8 van Champions'

CH“MF'GMEEmu_{uc reaches a

LEACTE T urning point this
week on and ofl the field.

By Wednesday night, the 24
teams in the competition will
be whittled down to just the
eight who can look forward to
the quarterfinals next spring.

And on Thursday and Friday
in Geneva, UEFA's Executive
Committee expect to finalise
months of discussion by an-
nouncing the exact details of
the future of the competition
which is being expanded to 32
teams from next season.

With Wednesday night's
matches the last in the group
phase, the games are nothing
more than academic for some
notable early fallers includin
Arsenal, Barcelona, Porto an
Athletic Bilbao, who are all al-
ready eliminated along with
Austrians Sturm Graz, Danes
Brondby and HJK Helsinki of
Finland.

With German champions
Kaiserslautern the only team
already assured of a place in the
last eight, that leaves 17 teams
still harbouring chances of
qualifying either as group win-
ners or as one of the two best
runners-up.

And by having so many
teams still involved -- albeit
with some having only a slim
mathematical chance of success
-- Wednesday night promises to
be one of rare drama and ten-
sion.

A late goal here or there, will
bring joy or despair in equal
measure to clubs playing in
matches hundreds of miles
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apart.

&i In iagrm::ﬁll A. l::adr_-rn
yimn 0s win the

and rgach the umtcrﬂnaﬂmfjnf

the first time if they avoid de-

feat by three goals or more at

Croatia Zagreb.

Zagreb must win to keep
their chances alive, but if the
Croats lose, and Ajax Amster-
dam, who are currently third,
beat Porto, Ajax could yet win
the group.

roup B is also finely bal-
anced. Although Bilbao cannot
advance, Galatasaray, Rosen-
borg Trondheim and Juventus
are all still involved and if Ju-
ventus beat current leaders
Rosenborg to snap their run of
five successive draws, they
could yet win the group -- that is
if Bilbao defeat current leaders

Galatasaray.

Although both Rosenborg
and Galatasaray are above Ju-
ventus now, they could both
still be eliminated by Wednes-
day night.

Group C is another too close
to call with Inter Milan (10
ﬁinta]* defending champions

al Madrid (9) and Spartak
Moscow (8) all hoping to reach
th-n: last eight. Graz are already
out.

The crunch will come in
Madrid where Real are at home
to Spartak Moscow who beat
the Spaniards 2-1 at home at
the end of September.

Manchester United and Bay-
ern Munich also feature in one
of the matches of the night in
Group D at Old. Trafford with
both teams seeking the win that
will secure first place.

The last time United played
German ugepaaitiun at home
they were beaten by eventual

'Drama ahead of D-Day

cha Borussia Dortmund
in the semifinals of the 1997
European Cup. They went out 2-
lﬂuﬂ{:{? aggregate liuln:l will be
n or an im t

iov ng | provemen
They will also be looking to
finish the job against Bayern

after letting the Germans grab a
2-2 draw in Munich with a soft
late(;g::liacr.
E is wide between
Dynamo Kiev, R(?Panl and
Panathinaikos with only En-
glish champidns Arsenal
eliminated.
Lens, who played master-
fully to beat Arsenal 1-0 at
W last time out, face Kiev
at home in what to be
an outstanding match. Lens
will be hampered by having
three key players --. Tony
Vairelles, Eric Sikora and sgll
Rool -- all suspended. -
naikos, who are currently
third, could still win the group
if results went their way.
Kaiserslautern have quali-
fied from Group.F and will be
lnuklnﬁg to bounce back from
their 2-1 defeat at Benfica on
November 25 with a home win
over HJK Helsinki who cannot’
qualify as one of the two best
runners-up because they can
only amass eight points while
two other clubs have at least
nine..
Despite the closeness of
most of the groups, the follow-

ing eight teams should go
through: Olympiakos,
Galatasaray, Real Madrid,

Manchester United, RC Lens,
Kaiserslautern, Inter Milan,
and Bayern Munich.

The draw for the quarter-fi-
nals will be made in eva on
Wednesday, December 16.

LONDON, Dec 8
(Reuters/ Inter-
net):. Coach Ar-
sene Wenger has
signed a new con-
tract at English
chanynons Arsenal which will
keep him at the club until 2002,
the club said on Tuesday.

Wenger, who has revolu-
tioni Arsenal's style of foot-
ball since arriving in Septem-
ber 1996, said he had alread
given his word to club chiefs
about staying for another 3-1/2
years but had now put pen to
paper.

"l gave my word long ago and
that was more important than
my signature, but I've signed
now because everybody outside
wanted it,” Wenger said before

"the team flew to Greece for

Wednesday's Champions'
League clash with Panathi-
naikos.

“There was no real difference
for me between my word and
putting the signature on the

contract. 1 have to get good re-
sults and | want to do my best
for the clubh.”

The Frenchman has been
linked in the past with the
Japanese national side, with
France, and even recently in
England as a possible successor
to national coach Glenn Hoddle.

Nat’l b’ball

Five matches of the 21st Eu-
ropa Cup national basketball
championship were held at the
Dhanmondi gymnasium yes-

terday, APB.
Bangladesh Navy, Bangla-
desh Army, Biman, Dhaka

University and Khulna won
their matches on the day.

Na nuga red Bangladesh
pﬂiic:vgg 180-93 points, Army
thrashed Satkhira 102-31, Bi-

man -crushed . BUET 112-45,
Dhaka University beat Ra-
jshahi 134-65 and Khulna won
over Rajshahi by 149-57 points.

enger stays put up to 2002

He has also been on the
shopping list of several leading
European sides.

But Arsenal were very keen
to keep Wenger who took them
to a league and F.A. Cup double
last season in only his second
season at Highbury.

“There have been other clubs
overseas who have been in for
me but I always said that my fu-
ture was at Arsenal." he said.

Wenger brought a more pro-
fessional attitude to the club
when he joined from Japan's
Grampus, gctting players to be
more careful about their diet
and training.

He successfully blended En-
glish defenders with leadin
oreign players he has bruugh%

to the club such as France's

*World Cup-winner Emmanuel

Petit an
Overmars. 5

But Arsenal have no chance
of reaching the quarter-finals
of the European Cup after a dis-

appointing campaign. ‘' -~

Dutchman Marc

Scottish soccer's ailing majority

GLASGOW, Dec 8 (Reuters):
Scottish soccer is facing a crisis
with clubs in the First Division
worried about the increasingly
possible threat ol extinction.

While the country's top 10
clubs in the new breakaway
Premier league are rolling on
the crest of a wave with in-
creased crowds and television
revenue, some of the clubs on
the next rung down in the First
Division, are facing
bankruptcy.

Now the Scottish Profes-
sional Footballers' Association
(SPFA), the players union, has
reacted to a poll among its
members and called on the
Premier league to expand from
10 to 16 teams urgently before
the start of next season.

If they don't do that, they
claim, there are real fears that
several of .the country's most
famous clubs could be heading
for closure.

All-10 First Division clubs
are steadily losing money with
most paying the price of invest-
ing heavily in new stadia or
large squads of players in re-
cent seasons in a vain bid to
break into the top division.

But with just one side being
promoted and only one coming
down, Scotland's middle-in-
come clubs fear they are now
passing the point of no return.

The SPFA agrees and has
begged the SPL to expand to 14
or 16 clubs.

The problem is not as acute
in the lower two divisions
where generally smaller, part-
time clubs survive on far
smaller budgets and expecta-

tions.

"It is mostly the clubs in the
First Division who are findin
it difficult to survive," sai
SPFA chief executive Tony Hig-
gins.

"Over the next few years we
have to find a nucleus of clubs
who can come into the top divi-
sion.”

Higgins is meeting Premier
league representatives this
weekK to press his case after the

CCDM needs

a sponsor

Sports Reporter

The Cricket Committee of
Dhaka Metropolitan (CCDM)
which is responsible for organ-
ising all the es in the capi-

“tal, is looking for a sponsor for

the First Division which will

commence from the last week of
December.

The secretary of the CCDM
Mahmud Ul Haque Manu said

yesterday. Talking to The Daily
Star, also said that no one has
so far shown any interest. Last
season it was sponsored by
Yamaha in the 1996-97 season.

Twelve team will take part
in the league which will be held
in two phases. After the first
phase, top six teams will vie for
the title through a super league
while the others will fight it out
in the relegation league.

Top two finishers from the
super league will be promoted to
the Premier league next season
while the bottomn two will find
themselves in Division Two.

" in June 2000, bu

players’ survey indicated a gen-
eral unhappiness with the
Premier league this season.

The league is already com-

mitted to in::rcasinﬁ to 12 teams
t Higgins wants
a bigger | € SoOoner.

"l think -Scotland can sus-
tain a top set up of 14 or 16
teams but those teams outside
the Premier league need help
right now.

"For many. the gamble of
keeping full-time squads is
growing increasingly difficult.”

The financial disparity
among Scotland's professional
sides is huge.

Glasgow giants, Celtic and
Rangers, both gave turnovers in
excess of 30.0 million pounds
(50 million dollars) a year and
more than 50,000 season ticket
holders to help pay top stars
like Henrik Larsson or Andrei
Kanchelskis 20,000 pounds
(33,000 dollars) a week. |

Even the rest of the Premier
league now shares in a 44.0
million pounds (72 million dol-
lar] television contract with
satellite company, Sky.

But clubs such as Raith
Rovers, Falkirk and St Mirren
are suffering massive finanecial
problems after falling from the
elite.

Just three years ago, Raith
Rovers led Bayern Munich in
the Olympic Stadium in a UEFA
Cup tie, now they are ninth in
the First Division and just one
ste% ahead of closure.

he club, which defeated
Celtic in the 1994 league cup fi-
nal, are 1.6 million pounds
(2.65 million dollars) in debt.
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ACROSS symbols DOWN call? W
1 Popular 34 Declare 1 Chum 20 Post-bath |18 16
sandwich, 35 Helps 2 Shape application
forshort 36 Pre- shifter? 21 Hexagonal 19
4 Air for a diploma 3 Indonesian - state
pair woes islanders 22 Trumpet
8 Beach 37 Big pit 4 Palm accessories
stuff 40 Couturier products 23 Elevator 25
12 Coach Cassini 5 Faraway man
Parseghian 41 “That fleet 25 “The best- =
13 '60s hurts|” 6 Foul up —
hairstyle 42 Knight 7 F.A.O. schemes...”
14 Verifiable 46 Fairy-tale Schwarz 26 Destructive 36
15 Water villain purchase 27 Director
closet 47 Help a 8Xto an
17 Carnival crook keglers 28 11 p.m.
lure 48 Dundee 9 Saharan broadcast [47 T 42
18 “My Cup denial 10U 30 Prudish
Runneth 49 Equal 11 Ant 's 33 Bacon 46 4
Over” 50 Nota — playmate
singer 51Wrigley 16Sobeit 34 s [ 50
19 Duck product 19 Return leap
down 36 Cheer up
20 m:' Solution time: 26 mins. 37 :::; CRYPTOQUIP
output E:D M| 38 Enormous R N G U I DXRDLD G
12 Maketun 318 bre] 30 Land VRNS BXGHIWH RP LDVH
24 *— 8|70 40 It takes BVWIGIXH G NGPSGUWLG.
o'clock h—F NG the cake Yesterday’'s Crypt ip: A FUNNY TRAVEL
scholar” TTale 42 Urban AGENT’'S FAVORITE § AN IS “LET YOURSELF
25 Protestant [ transport GO!I”
“;ﬂhﬂlﬂ MIAIN[N]E 43 Copper Today’s Cryptoquip clue: | equals B
egas e “ IPHI' 1 The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
30 Coulrlyird AlulN label worg letter stands for another, If you think that X equals O, it
31 Noshed Ilﬁlﬁ 45 Michael  Will eq.u;ld O tl::ll;uglimut the puzzle. H?:kr:utn, shm'tm
. , words words using an apostrophe clues
- m“ Yesterday's answer m . locating vowels. Solution is trial and error.



