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Indigenous people demand
constitutional recognition

Indigenous people living in
the country's northern and
southern regions yesterday put
forward a 9-point charter of
demand includin% constitu-
tional recognition for them to
protect the entity of some 18
tribes.

The demands were made at a
rally of indigenous people or-
anised by the Jatiya Adibashi

arishad (National Council of
Indigenous People] at the
Diploma Engineers’ Institute in
the city yesterday. Some 5,000
indigenous people of different
tribes from Naogaon, Cha-
Bainawbganj. Natore, Pabna,

inajpur, ur, Bogra, Sira-
jganj and Faridpur attended the

rally.
']é;mir other demands include
ermanent settlement of lands,
ormation of a ministry and a
land commission for the in-

digenuus people, legal aid for

those whose lands were ille-
gally occupied hﬂ vested quar-
ters, special facility in all edu-

cational institutions and quota

in government services, reha-
bilitation of the rootless in-
digenous people, repeal of the
vested properties law and set-
ting up of a cultural academy
for them.

Presided -over by the
Parishad' president Anil
Marandi, the rally was ad-

dressed by, among others, Bar-
rister Amirul Islam, Fazle Hos-
sain Badsha, PCJSS leader
Mongal Kumar Chakma, Pa-
hari Gano Parishad leader
Shaktipad Tripura, leaders of
the indigenous people Ra-
bindranath Saren., Gonesh
Saren, Nabin Chandra Sardar,
Madan Kumar Baroar. Durbin
Kishuk and Naresh Chandra
Orao

Left political leaders Rashed
Khan Menon, Nirmol Sen. AFM
Mahbubul Haq, Khalequzza-
mar: Bhuiyan, Mujahidul Islam
Selim, Bimol Biswas. journal-
ists Foyez Ahmed and Ataus
Samad and educationist
Shawkat Ali attended the rally.

Barrister Amirul Islam said
though there is no mention of
minority community in the
Constitution, it guarantees
equal rights to all citizens irre-
spective of cast and religion. So,
the indigenous people have
equal rights and the question of
curbing those does not arise at
all, he added.

He assured the lndiFenﬂus
people of providing legal aid to
{Jl‘ﬂl&ﬂt their riFh-ts and said
here are public funds in all dis-
tricts and monitoring cells in

By Staff Correspondent

district bar councils to provide
legal aid to poor people.

Turning to the CHT peace ac-
cord, he urged the government
to immedlatelfr implement the
agreement fully and overcome
the political problems. “After
signing of the agreement. now it
is the duty of the government to
rehabilitate the indigenous
people socially, politically and
economically in their respec-
tive areas’.

Leaders of the Adibashi
Parishad said, a large number
of indigenous people have been
living in country's northern re-
gion for several hundred years
and have actively participated
in different historical move-

- ments including the War of Lib-

eration but no government
independence took any wellare-
oriented programmes for them.
They said the indigenous
people in the north region are
very peaceful and never did an
subversive activities. Veste
oups forcibly occupied their
ands and properties but succes-
sive governments did nothing
for them. The government has
done “everything” for the in-
digenous people of country's
eastern region, they said .
Welcoming the CHT peace
accord and the CHT Affairs

oy L. . .1 ; ._ -.I{:I:_,::.‘.: E:-"'

Indigenous

Ministry, they said the gov-
ernment has given many facili-
ties to the tribal people in the
country's eastern region but
nothing to the indigenous -
ple in northern region . Even
they are not being considered as
a disadvantage community.

The indigenous [FEGPIE are

not being benefited from the
overnment’s spending of funds
ﬁ.}r the development of the in-
digenous people and protection
of their religion and cultural
heritage, they alleged.

The indigenous people who
attended the rally belong to
Urao, Shaotal, Pahari, Mal Pa-
hari, Bhumis, Rajowar, Mahali.
Ganshi, Mahato, Rajbangshi,
Barman, Koanch, Mamri, Dalu,
Garo, Kurami, Karmaker and
Rabidas tribes.,

The scheduled rally delayed
for a couple of hours as the

journey of the indigenous peo-

ple obstructed due to collapse of
a bailey bridge at Sherpur. They
came from northern region in
60 buses, organisers said.
Different aboriginal tribes
presented their respected musi-
cal soiree at the rally. The rally
over, hundreds of participants

brought out a rally in the cily in
the afternoon and paraded dif-
ferent streets

people at a rally at the Iiplomu Engineers
Institute in the city yesterday.
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Road accident
kills 3 garments
factory workers

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Dec B8:
Three garment factory employ-
ees were Killed and three others
seriously injured when a
Dhaka-bound bus hit from be-
hind a babytaxi in the Kar-
nagop area under Ru %anj
thana on the Dhaka—gy het
gighway at around 7:30 am to-

ay.

FHundl‘EdS of agitated gar-
ment employees laid a five-
hour siege to the highway as the

news of the killing spread in the -

area where a number of gar-
ment factories are situated.

The dead are Nazmul Hos-
sain 32, Halima, 17, and Sha-
bana, 22.

The injured, Kulsum. 30.

Saiful, 25, and Al Amin. 18,
were rushed to a city hospital,
police said.

The bodies were sent to
Narayanganj General Hospital
for autopsy. A case has been
lodged with the Rupganj thana.

Bail petitions

“rom Pave |
Hossain Azadi, A M Aminud-
din, Obaidul Hasan Shaheen
and Md Abdur Rouf. yesterday
opposed the bail petitions.

Khandker Mahbubuddin
Ahmed with Barrister Maudud
Ahmed, Habibul Islam
Bhuiyan, president of Supreme
Court Bar Association moved
for K M Obaidur Rahman and
Nurul Islam Manzur.

Khandker Mahbub Hossain
assisted by Advocate Md Zafar
Imam alﬂaeartd for Shah
Moazzem Hossain.

The Attorney General oppos-
ing th= hail submitted that the
thui.. & :used were not arrested

immediately after initiation of
the case in 1996, but they were
arrested only when sufficient

evidences of their involvement
in the conspiracy of the jail
killing were nun?

Mahmudul Islam said of
genuine apprehension of the
government that the accused
persons being influential lead-
ers might go for tampe the
evidence against them if en-
larged on bail.

e counsel for the petition-
ers said all the three accused
persons had resigned from
cabinet immediately after the
jail killing. Their resignations
indicate that they had no con-
nivance with the jail killing.

Armed AL activists
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urged the EC to take adequate
securily measure so that volers
can go to polling centres.

He urged the EC to announce
the security measures over mi-
crophone across the con-
stituency to encourage people to
cast votes.

Thanking the EC for remov-
ing the Returning Officer for the
constituency (the DC), Mannan
Bhuiyan said there is still ap-

rehension about holding of a
ree and fair election as the DC
is holding all executive author-
itPJ and the new RO, TNOs and
all other officials concerned are
directly under his authority.

He demanded immediate
removal of other officials who,
he said are openly working in
favour of AL candidate. He also
demanded trial of the DC for his
‘misdeeds’ as allegations
against him have been 'proved.’

He hoped that the EC would
enforce its authority to ensure
free and fair election. "The EC is
a constitutional body, it has
immense authority and it can
apply that during election pe-
riod.”

The BNP secretary general
demanded immediate release of
all arrested leaders and ac-
tivists of BNP prior to election
in the 'interest of free and fair
election.’

Bhuiyan alleged that the rul-
ing Awami League continued its
evil efforts to rig the polls since
the schedule was announced
and violated all election code of
conduct and request of the Chief
Election Commissioner.

He said the CEC in writing

requested the Prime Minister

not to send any minister to the
by-election area, but two minis-
ters have camped there and two
other ministers went there on

Sunday, defying request of the
: ying req
The EC become helpless due

DUTA election
December 30

The election to the executive
committee of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
for the year 1999 will be held on
December 30, reports UNB,

The polling to elect 15 execu-
tive commitiee members. in-
cluding president, vice presi-
dent, secretary, joint secretary
and treasurer, will be held at
the university club from 10 am
lo 2 pm, aaicr a DUTA press re-

lease yesterday.
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to non-cooperation of the rul-
11(1]g party. the BNP leader said
adding that ellorts to disarm
ruling party terrorists have
failed.

Bhuiyan alleged that the rul-
ing party has used government
relief in Bera-Sujanagar con-
stituency to influence the vot-
ers. A huge quantity of relief
materials was distributed
among people of the con-
stituency (Pabna-2) after the

- flood with the objective of get-

tingrw}tes.

he BNP leader said the
Awami League has been desper-
ately trying to get its candidate
AK Khandaker, elected. He was
a minister in Ershad regime,
defeated twice in previous par-
liamentary polls and is a guest
candidate for the Pabna-2 seat,
Bhuiyan said.

BNP leaders M K Anwar,
Haris Chowdhury and Goyesh-
war Chandra Roy were also pre-
sent at the press briefing.

Marubeni

Froni i'1ge 1
were verbally asked by the sec-
retary of the ministry to pre-
pare the proposal and submit it
to the Purchase Committee for
approval, the sources said.

One source said ,"It is not
clear why this proposal was
The government has
signed agreements for three
barge-mounted plants and the
360 MW Haripur Power Plant. It
is now negotiating with US
company AES for the first
phase of Meghnaghat plant. If
all these plants start power gen-
eration at a time, the govern-
ment will not be able to pay
them in Dollars. The proposal
for the second phase of Megh-
naghat plant is just unneces-
sary now."

Already one of the three
barge-mounted plants has
started genérating 110 MW
power (rom October. The
monthly bill of each barge-
mounted plant is around Tk 15
crore in foreign currency. Un-
der the present arrangement,
the finance ministry will pro-
vide the I'nreiﬁn currency to buy
power from these plants.

“The finance ministry is un-
comfortable about random
signing of private power plant
prn‘}ehctsf said the source.

e World Bank has also
Flw:n similar notes. In a recent
etter it suggested the govern-
ment to evaluate the economic
impact of the private sector

lants for which contracts
ave been signed.

“The World Bank asked the
government to go slow in the
power sector. It said that the
system loss in the r sector
was still high and Bangladesh
could not even afford to pay for
the electricity to be generated hy

all the barge-mounted plants,*

said the source quoting the WB
note.

i

‘Implement
verdicts of
People’s

- Court’

By Staff Correspondent

Sammilita Nari Samaj
(SNS) has reiterated demands
for implementing the verdict of
the People's Court convened by
Shaheed Janani Jahanara
Imam. banning communal pol-
itics and trial of the war crimi-
nals immediately.

Hailing the prime minister's
decision to posthumously con-
fer the Rokeya Padak on Jaha-
nara Imam it said the best way
to show respect to Jahanara
Imam is to implement the de-
mands she set forth, said a
press release issued yesterday.

SNS in a statement hailed
the decision to award Jahanara
Imam saying she should have
been given the award earlier as
an acknowledgment to the great
movement she waged against
the anti-liberation and com-
munal forces.

Alleging that the govern-
ment distanced itself from the
demands Jahanara Imam set
forth, SNS expressed sorrow
that no government seriously
considered the verdict of the
People's Court; even Awami
League which was a partner of
the movement did not take any
action against the killers and

| collaborators of 1971 after
¥ coming to power.
"Since the government

agrees to Jahanara Imam's
movement, she can be shown
full respect if her demands are
met,"” it said.

Meanwhile, Narigrantha
Probartana hailed the decision
to award Jahanara Imam with
the Rokeya Padak. Urging the

overnment to name the Old
lephant Road from» Bata
Crossing to Gauchhia Crossing
after Jahanara Imam by De-
cember 16, Probartana regret-
ted that the road was yet to be
named after Jahanara Imam
though the authorities con-
cerned agreed on the issue much
earlier.

Hasina

Froim Pase |
Fing by staging a "mock” par-
iamentary election on Febru-
ary 15, 1996.

“Those who are clamouring
about rigging were pulled down
from power through movement
on charge of vote fraud.” she
told the meeting amidst cheers
from her audience.

Hasina said her party, which
fought for democracy and fran-
chise, was never ousted through
[Ilass movement, nor was it re-
moved from power by ballot.
Rather it is bloody coup and
killing through which Awami
League was unseated.

In a flashback on the launch
of BNP by Ziaur Rahman while
in power, Hasina said this party
hatched out of conspiracy (o

| stage rigging for consolidating

their ill-gotten rule.

About Khaleda's warnings of
forcing Awami League to bow
out. Hasina retorted : Awami
League won't have to do that, It
is BNP that had to stand down
from power in the face of mass
movement by giving undertak-
ing.

The prime minister warned
that conspiracy was bein
hatched to trigger unrest an
disrupt development and peo-
ple's welfare. She said Awami
League is pledge-bound to steer

.the country with the support of
the people.

Hasina said BNP leadership
had been issuing warnings of
overthrowing the government
since the trial of the killers of
Bangabandhu started. Those
threats were spearheaded to

rotect the self-confessed
illers. "We don't understand
why Begum Zia has got such
hobnobbing with the killers.”

The Prime Minister said
BNP is now possibly repenting
for failing to make any issue or
steal any relief goods after such
a devastating flood.

Little Abdi

From Page 1]
About her eyesight, doctors
said they will observe till

Thursday. If they find any im-
provement, they will go for the
next step.

A groaning Abdi said that at
dawn every day, her mistress
used to kick her to awaken her.
“That's not the end. She also
beat me regularly on the plea
that tea was not made prop-
erly.”

The victim's mother Juthi
Begum said in agony."” I do not |
know whether my daughter will
be able to see again. They could
send my daughter back to me if
she could nol work well. But
why did they torture my daugh-

ter?”
2 envoys

Fromn Page i
vices. if extended, could be bet-

ter utilised as an ambassador.
He is .due to go on LPR on Jan-

uarg 8.
angladesh High Commis-
sioner to India Shafi Sami and
Ambassador to Belgium and the
European Union irul Anam
received extension of service on
contract for one year recently.
Anam is due to retire today
while Sami on January 27.
Tariq Karim, High Commis-
sioner to South Africa, has
asked for voluntary retirement
'on personal grounds'. Forei
Ministry sources said yesterday
that Karim will proceed on vol-
untary retirement on Janu-

ary 1.
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Bepum Khaleda Zia addressing an election projection ral

in Pabn:-2 Constituency yesterday.

ly at Dular

Ctg JP splits ahead of

today's public meeting

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Dec 8: Chit-
tagong unit of Jatiya Party has
split ahead ol its tomorrow's
scheduled public meeting at
Laldighi Maidan, sources said.

JP Chairman HM Ershad
will address the meeting, the
first in the port city since his
release from jail.

Harunur Rashid Khan, for-
mer JP MP and vice-president
of the party's cily committee,
who leads a faction today
threatened to boycott tomor-
row's public meeting and
blamed its president Mahmudul
Islam Chowdhury for the split.

Talking with a group of
newsmen Khan alleged that to-
morrow's meeting has been or-
ganised through a conspirato-
rial move, avoiding the tested
leaders of the party.

When contacted, Mahmudul

Islam said, "Harun Khan is a
sick man and is not involved in
any party activities here. Most
of the party men are with me. A
few have indulged in rivalry.”

Meanwhile, sources in-
formed that Zeenat Hossain,
the only JP MP from Chit-
tagong. has also not been in-
vited to attend the meeting.
This reportedly angered Harun
Khan, a cousin of at.

Zeenat, however, could not
be contacted for comments.

Some other local leaders are
reportedly staying aloof, not to
attend tomorrow’'s meeting, the
sources said.

When asked. Mahmudul [s-
lam said, "Zeenat Hossain may
atlend the meeting on her own.
We don't need to invite her as
only the central leaders are ex-
pected to sit on the dais.”

ADAB chief
demands legal
action against -

, &
B’baria DC

Kazi Faruque Ahmed. Chair-
man of the Association of De-
velopment Agencies in Bang-
ladesh (ADAB) has demanded
unishment to those responsi-
le for the attack on a proces-

sion in Brahmanbaria on Mon-
day. reports APB.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jativa Press Club
yesterday afternoon, he held
the teachers and students of a
local madrasah for the inci-
dent.

He said some 100 people were
injured when the attackers
equipped with sharp weapons
swooped on the ession on
Monday. Local Trinomul
Janosangathan organised the
rally to celebrate the Victory
Day.

Faruque alleged that local
administration failed to main-
tain the law and order and the
Deputy Commissioner of the
district indirectly helped the
‘anti-liberation’ forces who un-
leashed the attack.

He demanded immediate
withdrawal of the Deputy
Commissioner and legal action
against him.

Brahmanbaria

From e |
Rashid. '
They put forward a five-
point demand which included

removal of ADAB president
Kazi Farook, president of Tri-
namul
Rakib.

The demands also include
punishment of armed terror-
ists, ban on meetings and "anti-
social" activities of NGOs and
medicare for those injured in
Monday's clash.

Alter the meeting, the mob
allacked the office and resi-
cence of the DC, and residences
of the SP. judges and the TV re-
lay slation.

and Kazi

CU shuttle train
hits truck: 15
students hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Dec 8: At
least 15 students of Chittagong
University were injured when a
university shuttle train was hit
by a speeding truck at Ham-
jarbagh rail crossing in the city
at around 2 pm today, police
and railway sources said.

The train was going from the
campus to the city. The injurer!
were admitted to Chittagony
medical hospital.

BAPEX

From Page |

the rate of two per cent which
stood at around Tk 25 crore.
BAPEX used this for its over-
head expenditure.

But under the new decision.
the two-per cent share will be
withdrawn and the ministry
will decide the budget of BAPEX
every year from now on.

“In other words, if BAPEX's
internal expenses rises for any
reason, it will have to go to the
Ministry and persuade officials
for funds. This is just a time
killing method and the organi-
sation that ‘needs more dy-
namism will just become more
crippled,” said an official.

"BAPEX is hardly encour-
aged to develop and expand al-
though it has prospect. Al-
though Petrobangla has ver-
bally promised to make BAPEX
a full exploration and produc-
tion company 'so that it can ar-
range its own finance, the deci-
sions are just the opposite.” the
official pointed out.

Besides the fund crisis,
BAPEX's experts got demor-
alised over the years. Experts
are leavi:}g the organisation to
work in foreign companies in
Bangladesh and abroad. Its
growth has been retarded by its
organogram and trade union
activities.

High' School

oo

ground
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Khaleda
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arty. alleged the opposition
eader.

“The dog squad will cost Tk 5
to 6 crore every year. Such a
venture for a poor country like
Bangladesh was nothing but an
offence. The money could be
used or creating job opportuni-
ties or reducing the miseries of

the r." added Begum Zia.
he told the audience that
the police force is not allowed to
carry out their responsibility
independently. That is why law
and order is deteriorating. The
ruling party raised its own force
from within the police to serve

its purpose.
The o sition leader said
prices of essentials including

rice soared sky high. Millions
ol people have no source of

earning bread, Mills and facto-
ries reduced operation as prod-
ucts from across the border
flooded the local market.

"Awami League by its mis-
deeds has brought you to such a
grim situation. Can you vote for
them to ruin your future and the
nation,t Begum Zia asked the
audience.

Electioneering in
Pabna-2 banned

The Election Commission
imposed a ban on electioneer-
ing in Pabna-2 constituency
from midnight last night to en-
sure law and order during the
byelection tomorrow, reports
UNB.

The restriction will remain

in force till Thursday midnight,
according to an EC press re-
lease,

The: government has de-
clarcdl December 10 as general
holiday lor Pabna-2 Con-
stiluency,

Both candidates
From, Page 1

cision to replace the DC with
the ADM as Returning Oflicer in
the polls.

BNP candidate Selim Reza
Habib said, "I would definitely
win the polls, if the voters are
allowed to exercise their right
of franchise freely."

Selim, speaking a few nin-
utes before a projection meeting
at Sujanagar. expressed that a
congenial atmosphere for a free
and fair election is yet to be cre-
ated, 'as the ruling party ac-
tivists are still sponsoring ter-
rorist activities in the con-
stituency'. "The local adminis-
tration is providing shelter to
the Awami League hoodlums,”
he said. "Police are my biggest
rivals in the polls. They have
arrested more than 70 of my
supporters over the last week.”

Reminded that the Election
Comimission has already re-
placed the DC with the ADM of
Pabna as returning officer. the
BNP candidate said: "Well, the
ADM has taken over this morn-
ing, but we are yet to witness
any changes in the situation. I
am really afraid, they would
not allow our supporters to en-
ter the polling stations.”

In the last general election,
Selim lost to rulinfl arty can-
didate late Tafizu cﬁn Ahmed

by some 1500 votes in the same
constituency. '

- Report on child education

Good progress but still a
long way to go: Unicef

Bangladesh has made com-
mendable progress in child edu-
cation but still has a long way
to go before all children have
access to schools, a UN Chil-
dren’'s Fund (Unicef) report said
yesterday.

“Bangladesh’s spending on
primary education has more
than doubled since 1990 and the
progress made has been consid-
erable,” said the report released
in Dhaka.

“The value of investment in
education, particularly educa-
tion of girls, is universally ac-
knowledged. Now it is responsi-
bility of all of us, national gov-
ernments and development
partners alike, to mobilise the
resources,” said Shadier Azfar,
Unicef representative in
Bangladesh.

By Staff Correspondent

It said without education
children are virtually con-
demned to a life of poverty, ill
health and general lack of ma-
Ieﬂal and intellectual well be-
ng.

“Too many-children are still
being denied this fundamental
right to education. Too many
children in the pri school

oup are staying out of school.

00 many children are ng
up in streets, working in haz-
ards and unhealthy conditions,
and are denied the right to edu-
cation,” it said.

About 250 million children
below the age of 14 work rather
than going to school in the
world. Around 153 million of
the child labour force are in
Asia. :

Bangladesh's current liter-

acy rate is about 40 percent.

“Poverty is the root cause of
child labour.” Azfar said.

Quazi Shaidul Alam, mem-
ber of the planning commis-
sion, said Bangladesh govern-
ment was striving to ensure ba-

sic education for all by year
2000.

The report praised Eian%la-
desh’'s garments industry for
eliminating child labour and
offering financial support for
education of a section of jobless
children.

[t cited five key elements of
education revolution: Learning
for_life; accessibility, quality
and flexibility; gender sensitiv-
ity and girls’ education: the
state as key partner and care for
the young children.

=]

Begum Rokeya
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

Begum Rokeya Day will be
observed in lh: city ?aa else-
where across the country today.

Different organisations in
the city have drawn up pro-
grammes. including co 1 -
processions to mark the day.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina have issued sep-
arate messages on the occasion
hoping that the life and works
of Begum Rokeya would con-
tinue to inspire the women of
the country in their march to-
ward women's development.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will distribute Begum
Rokeya Award '98 at a function
at Osmany auditorium in the
city at1] in the morning.

Bangla Academy has ar-
ranged a discussion on Begum
Rokeya at 4 today.

Begum Rokeya Shakawat
Hossein, the pioneer of women
movement in Bangladesh was
born.in 1880 at village Paira-
bandh of Rangpur. She fought
for the rights of womien defying
i':‘a:t:tfut‘:‘.i.'alll barriers throughout her

ite.

The enlightened lady who
had significant contribution
towards renaissance of Muslim
women got moral support from
her husband Syed Shakawat
Hossain.

Nasim
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pressing 'unhappiness’ over
minister's involvement in the
campaign, and his advice to the
PM is totally uncalled for.”

Mohammad Nasim made the
observations a few minutes be-
fore he, along with three other
ministers, addressed an elec-
tion projection meeting at Su-
janagar Bazar this afternoon.

Defending his active in-
volvement in the polls cam-
paign. the minister who is also
the organising secretary of the
ruling |l:_aart_',r said that it was the
right of a political party to de-
cide who would campaign for a

arly candidate. "A politician,
e he a minister or not, has
certain reb?onsihilities for the
party he belongs (0." the minis-
ter said. "I am the organising
secretary of Awami ague.
Don't you think that [ have cer-
tain responsibilities to see that
my party candidate does well in
the by-election especially when
it is being held in my district?”

. Explaining a particular elec-
toral rule and the code of con-
duct Nasim said, the Election
Commission's jurisdiction is to
see whether the ministers are
"unduly influencing” the polls
by their involvement. He be-
lieves that no electoral rule has
been violated by the ministers'’
involvement in the campaign-
ing.

Asked to comment on the
frequent promises of develop-
ment work made by the minis-
ters during campaign, Nasim
said : It is only natural that the
ruling party leaders, as well as
the candidate would talk about
their possible development pro-
jects in the public meetings.

Later addressing the public
rally Nasim clearly hinted that
the government would imple-
ment a lot of development pro-
grammes in the constituency
only if the ruling party candi-
date won the polls. "The gov-
ernment would spend a lot of
money on dilferent develop-
mernt projects in the con-
slituency through Mr Khan-

daker. not through any one
else.

However, asked to comment
on the Election Commission's
decision to replace the Deputy
Commissioner with Lhe Addi-
tional Deputy Magistrate as
Returning Officer for the polls,
the minister said that he had
"no reaction. "We strongly be-
lieve in the independence of the
Election Commission.”

Nasim denied opposition al-
legation that the ruling party
had resorted to terrorist activi-
ties in the areas. "It is rather the
BNP that has been making con-
certed efforts to frighten our

| supporters.”

BNP conspiring
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jshahi Mizanur Rahman Minu
violated the election code of
conduct by campaigning in the
election using their official pro-
tocol, he alleged.

Zillur also the LGRD Minis-
ter further alleged that BNP
MPs Fazlur Rahman Patal and
Amanullah Aman and Mayor
Minu mobilised identified ter-
rorists at Pabna from Dhaka
and other parts of the country.

Besides, he said, Patal and
two other BNP lawmakers —
Aminul Haq and Rafiqul Islam
Bakul — had threatened to kill
the Officers-in-Charge of Bera
and Sujanagar thanas which
comprise the Pabna-2 Con-
stituency.

Another BNP MP Harun-or-
Rashid Khan Monno dis-
tributed sarees and lungis
worth Tk five lakh among the

voters in Dhalarchar under
Bera thana, he added.

The AL leader claimed 30 of
his party workers were injured
in attacks by the BNP-backed
terrorists at Sujanagar, Rani-
nagar, Satbaria and some other
places in the past few days.

"We've lodged written com-

laints with the Election
ommission and urged it to
take legal action”, he said.

Forest and Environment
Minister Sajeda Chowdhury
and two other AL leaders, Amir
Hossain Amu and Abdul Man-
nan Khan, were also present at
the press conference.



