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An East Timorese protester is carried off by police and soldiers during his

o

arrest after

breaking through a police blockade during a demonstration near the US embassy in Jukarta
Monday. About 100 East Timorese activists staged a protest to commemorate the 23rd
anniversary of Indonesia's invasion of the formerly Portuguese colony and underscored
their demand for independence. The arrested protester was later released. — AP/UNB photo

Strike continues
. 1n Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Dec 8: 5Streets
were quiet and shops and busi-
ness closed for the third day
Tuesday in an anti-government
strike in the capital of Indian-
held Kashmir, reports AP.

Groups opposed to Indian

rule in hmir had called the
three-day strike to protest a
visit by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. Vajpayee's
two-day visit, his first since
taking office earlier this year,
ended Monday nlghl‘..
As he arrived Sunday, police
said explosives hidden in a
public toilet shattered windows
of houses and hotels less than
three kilometres (two miles)
from the state governor's guest
house it has been blamed on
anti-India militants.

The militants say Muslim-
majority Kashmir should not
be part of predominantly Hindu
ﬂng officially secular India.
Several groups are fighting
Indian forces, with some de-
manding independence and
others union with officially
Islamic Pakistan. More than
15.000 people have been killed
in the fighting in the last nine
Yals.
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Iraq getting ready to test fire

BAGHDAD, Dec 8: Iraq is
preparing to test fire short-
range missiles, the foreign min-
ister said Monday, reports BSS.

"We are producing at the
moment missiles for our de-
lence.”" Foreign Minister
Mohammed Said Al-Sahhaf
told journalists.

"We already have missiles
with a range of 150 kilometres
(90 miles) and several types. in-
cluding 'sumud’ and 'Ababil." he
added.

Iraq was preparing to test
fire the missiles, the minister
said.

"A (military) team is now
somewhere in Iraq preparing to
lest lire the 150-kilometre mis-
siles.”

Bul he gave no further de-
lails.

In Bucharest, the authorities
atimitted Thursday a Romanian
arms firm had signed. a deal

with Irag in 1995 to supply
missile equipment, but denied
the contract involved material
banned by UN sanctions.

General Amer Al-Saadi, sci-
entific adviser to President
Saddam Hussein said last week
the UN special commission
(UNSCOM) on disarming Iraq
"knows very well that there is a
project for a missile of less than
150 kilometres."

The ceasefire termes of the
1991 Gulf War called for the de-
struction of Iraqi biological,
chemical and nuclear weapoiis
as well as missiles with a rang
of more than 150 kilometres.

Iraq's milita installa-
tions, including missile test
siles, are subject to UNSCOM
surveillance.

Another re
adds: Iraq has
oil under the latest phase of the
oil-for-food humanitarian pro-

ort from UN

egun exporting

DPRK to build 3 underground |

‘missile-launch bases

TOKYO, Dec 8: North Korea is
developing three underground
facilities capable of launching
ballistic missiles, Japan's pub-
lic broadcaster reported
Tuesday. reports AP.

US spy satellites have con-
firmed what appear to be three
missile-launch bases under
construction in the northern
part of North Korea. NHK tele-
vision quoted Japanese Delense
Agency sources as saying.

The three facilities are being
built at varying depths ranging
from 50 metres (562 feet) to 100

metres (1,125 feet] below
pground. the report said.
A Defense Agency

spokesman contacted by the
Associated Press had no com-
ment. He spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The report comes as former
US Defense Secretary William
Perry. the newly appointed US

overnment policy coordinator
or North Korea, is on a three-
nation Asian tour.

On Monday, Perry met South
Korean President Kim Dae-jung
in Seoul. Kim proposed a "pack-
age deal,” in which the United
States would provide econoimic
and diplomatic benefits to
North Korea in exchange for ac-
cess to a suspected nuclear
weapons site. Perry plans to
visit Tokye and Beijing later
this week.

tinder a 1994 agreement
with the United States, North
Korea agreed to abandon its
suspect nuclear weapons pro-
gramme. In return, it is to re-

Charles quizzes
Spice Girls

LONDON, Dec 8: Prince
Charles met up with Spice Girls
at the 77th Royal Variety
Performance, and quizzed the
two pregnant band members
about when they are due and
how they are coping, reports
AP.

"Have you been doing lots of
exercise.” the prince asked Posh
Spice, Victoria Adams on
Monday. Her baby is due in
February.

Scarcy Spice, Mel B, re-
sponded, "Yeah, this” as she
mimed eating. Mel B's baby is
also due next year.

The four-member Spice: Girls
performed their song,
"Goodbye,” for the show at the
Lyceum theater in London.

ey did the performance sit-
ting down so the pregnant
Spices wouldn't have to dance,

The fundraising extrava-
ganza was to benefit the
Entertainment Artistes’
Benevolent Fund.

Sy Njgh

52 Tibetans held in Ne

e Nepal police

have arrested 52 Tibetans for illegally entering the country, the
slate-run news agency, the RSS reported yesterday, AFP reports

from Kathmandu.

"Police of Katari village in Udayapur district, arrested 52

Tibetan refugees on Saturda

and sent them to the department

of immigration in Kathmandu for further action,” it said.

China executes 3 sm

convicted drug smu
Guangdong province

€I'S: Three

ers have been execufled in southern
ter a court upheld a

previous sentence,

the official Xinhua news agency reported yesterday, AFP

reports from Beijing.

The three men, Huang Shang, Xu Tao and Lin He were de-

tained by marine police in April after being caught smu
219 boxes of narcotics, weighing 4.354 tonnes, into

through Guangdong,

4 Germans kidnap

Four German tourists were kidn;:aﬁhped in southern Yemen by

armed tribesmen, police and trib

AFP says from Sanaa.

ing
ina

in Yemen:

sources said late Monday,

The tourists, three men and a woman, were kidnapped
Sundaly afternoon near the village of Yefleh, 80-km south ol the

capital, Sanaa. by members
sources said.

Blast kills 1 in

allegedly planted by Muslim militants
the southern Philippines killing one passenger an

the Bani Dhabian tribe, lh:"

INeS:. A bomb
through a bus in
wounding

11 others, police said yesterday, AFP says from Zamboanga.
The bus was en route-to nearby lligan city from Pagadian
when the home-made bomb exploded Monday afternoon,
killing one person instantaneously. 11 others passengers sus-
tained deep shrapnel wounds and were taken to a hospital.

Plane crash claims 5 in Canada:

Five people died and two others were reported missi

aller a

twin-engine plane plunged into the 5t Lawrence River Monday.

Canadian coast guards said, AFP re
Three people, including the pilot. 1

ports from Montreal.
to free themselves

from: the craft and were airlifted to hospital where they were

treited for hypothermia.

Top Clinton aide says

ceive two safe nuclear reactors
worth dirs 4.6 billion plus sub-
stitute fuel oil and other eco-
nomic benefits.,

The US military believes it
will be difficult for US
Intelligence satellites to moni-
tor the North's imderground
missile facilities if they are
cnn_}%]et:d, NHK reported.

e report said a fuel storage
facility will be completed in one
or two years at one of the under-
ground sites, where work is ad-
vancing the [astest.

Japanese were unnerved by
the firing of a rocket by North
Korea on Aug 31 US and South
Korean officials say North
Korea test fired its Taepo Dong-
1 missile, which flew over
Japan and landed in the Pacilic
Ocean, proving the communist
country can strike any part of
the natiomn:

North Korea has refused to
accept a US demand for outside
inspections of the suspected un-
derground nuclear facility un-
der construction at Keumjang-
ri, 40 kilometres (25 miles)
northeast of the North's main
nuclear complex at Yongbyon.

US spy satellite photographs
taken earlier this year showed
thousands of North Korean
workers burrowing into a
monniainside at the site, rising
suspicion that the facility may
be nuclear-related.
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Mahathir
dismisses

Soros' remarks

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 8:
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad has dismissed as
unimportant remarks by
American financier George
Soros, who called for
Mahathir's resignation, news
:;E:Parts said Tuesday, reports

Soros told a US audience
last week that Malaysians
should unseat their prime min-
ister., He argued that Mahathir's
polices, which have curtailed
access to the economy for for-
eign investors and currency
traders, are aimed at benefiting
the Malaysian leader and his
cronies.

"Soros can speak until he is
blue in the face. It makes no dif-
ference,” Mahathir told a
meeting of his party, the United
Malays National Organization,
Monday night, according to
Bernama news agency.

Mahathir said the remarks
by Soros would not affect in-
vestment flow into Malaysia.

“Foreign investors will come
when they have the chance ol
making money ... I have no
worry about that.”

Mahathir and Soros have
clashed before.

The Malaysian leader sin-
gled Soros out last year as re-
sponsible for the collapse ol
hﬁ?laysla's currency and its
other economic wWoes.

Anwar's lawyer to ask
court to disregard
Azizan's testimony

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 8: A
defence lawyer, acting for
ousied deputy prime minister
Anwar lbrahim said he was go-
ityf to ask the court to disregard
the testimony of Azizan Abu
Bakar. a key witness in the
trial, on grounds that he was
telling lies, reports AP.

"We wish to institute im-
peachment proceedings against
Azizan.,” Gurbachan Singh. the
lawyer, told the trial judge.
Augustine Paul.

If impeachment proceedings
are permitted. the defence team
is expected to bring its own wit-
nesses Lo testify against Azizan
in an attempt to prove he is ly-
ing about being sodomised by
Anwar.

Azizan had accused Anwar
of forcing him into sodomy in
1992. He told the court last week
that shame and guilt kept him
from making Anwar's repeated
homosexual acts public until
1997.

Azizan. a former driver for
Anwar's wife, startled the court
Monday. by agreeing with a de-
fence lawyer who said Anwar
had never sodomised him. -

But as the cross-exaiunina-
tion continued Tuesday defence

lawyers did not press himn on
the retraction.

It was not clear whether
Arizan had gone back on his
testimony or he had simply

misunderstood the defence
lawyer's gquestion.
Another report adds: Betore

firing his deputy for immoral-
ity. Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad called in a man who
alleged he was sodomised by
Anwar Ibrahim, a trial court
was told Tuesday.

Azizan Abu Bakar testified
at Anwar's corruption and sex-
ual misconduct trial that police
asked him to go to Mahathir's
Kuala Lumpur residence late at
night for a meeting which
lasted more than one hour.

But as the testimony contin-
ued, defence lawyers threatened
to launch procgedings against
Azizan for allegedly lying about
Anwar's illegal sex acts.

"The police told me that the
prime minister wanted to know
the true story.” said Azizan, a
former employee of Anwar who
alleged the t EIl-dEput};JJriIIIE
minister repeatedly forced him
into sodomy, a crime in this
predominantly Muslim nation.

Cambodian refugees will
return home soon

PHNOM PENH. Dec &8
Poteritial stability offered hy
the formation of a new govern-
ment and the surrender of
Khmer Rouge guerillas has
cleared the way for more than
35.000 refugees to return to
Cambodia. a United Nations of-
ficial said on Tuesday, reports
AP.

Although there 1is no
timetable for the repatriation
of the refugees. "their return
should occur within a few
months,” said Francois
Fouinat. the United Nations
High Commissioner lor
Relugees Director of Asia and
the Pacific.

Most of the refugees were
lorced into Thailand during
Hun Sen's violent coup against
his co-prime minister Prince
Norodom Ranariddh last year.
Several villages along the bor-
der were leveled as Ranariddh’s
retreating forces fought Hun
Sen's stronger army to a stale-
malte.

A second wave of
Cambodians came across the
border in March as the last
Khimer Rouge stronghold of
Anlong Veng was captured by a
combined force of governmment
troops and defecting rebel fight-
L'rs.

Following a close election in
July, Hun Sen and Ranariddh
settled their differences last
month and formed a coalition
government. Hun Sen hecame
sole prime minister and the
prince was named president of
the National Assembly.

The Hun Sen-Ranariddh

pict convinced the last divi- .

sions of the once-fierce Khmer

Rouge guerilla army that they |

could not win their war against

the government in Phnom
Penh. _
Eight rebel commanders

surrendered to the government
last week. effectlively ending the
Maoist movement's 30-year
armed insurrection.

Fouinat said he had met
with Hun Sen and Defense
Ministry officials during his
one-week visit, and that both
the government and the UNHCR
agreed that the main obstacles
to the refugees’ return have been
removed.

New immigration
rule likely

in Canada

OTTAWA, Dec 8: Canadian
Immigration Minister Lucienne
Robillard on Monday intro-
duced a proposal that would
change the rules for obtaining
Canadian citizenship, reports
AFP. :

Under the measure before

parliament, new immigrants
would be required to live in
Canada for 36 months over a
period of five years before qual-
ifying for citizenship.
- "That's a direct message to
permanent residents, to immi-
grants to this couutry,”
Robillard said at a press confer-
ence.

Australia as a N-waste dumping
ground will be unique

SYDNEY, Dec 8: Australia
should comnsider an interna-
tional plan to become a dump-
ing ground for the world's nu-
clear waste, a top adviser to US
President Bill Clinton said to-
day, drawing immediate
protests from environmental-
ists, reports AFP.

Australia is in a unique po-
sition because of its geography
and political stability to help
the world solve the problem of
where to store nuclear waste
from bombs dismantled at the
end of the cold war, according to
Clinton's speécial envoy on
weapons of mass destruction,
Robert Galluici.

“If Australia could appreci-
ate the concept and it was
in the national interest there
would be enormous benefits for
the world,” he told the
Ausiralian newspaper.

Australia was one of the few

laces in the world with the po-
itical and geological stability
nece for such a sensitive
gatekccpingt)nh Galluci said.

But environmentalists ob-
jected Tuesday, saying saddling
Australia with the world's nu-
clear waste was short-sighted.

"The government of
Australia has only been around
for 99 years.” Larry O'Loughin, a
campaigner for the Australian

Conservation Foundation, told
AFP.

"It's a very optimistic out-
look to say Australia's going to
have a stable political outlook
for 200,000 years. That's just
larcical.”

Galluci, dean of the presti-
g;:rua Georgetown University

hool of Foreign Service, said
he had met Australian Prime
Minister John Howard earlier
this year but said they had not

Obuchi appeals
for world peace

TOKYO, Dec 8: Japanese
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi,
making a pledge for world
peace, today marked the 57th
anniversary of Japan's surprise
attack on Pearl Harbour by de-
scribing it as "unforgettable.’
reports AFP.

"It is an unforgettable day
not only for the Japanese bul
also for all human beings."
Obuchi was quoted by Jiji press
as telling reporters.

"] want to renew my recogni-
tion of the importance of the
past and my pledge, as a
Japanese, to contribute to the
world peace in the future,” Lthe
Japanese premier said.

discussed the issue of puclear
wilsle,

- The Australian government
has denied holding ministerial
talks with the US on a possible
waste dump and has ofiered no
public support for the plan, a
move that would raw the im-
mediate ire of environmental-
Isis.

But the Clinton adviser said
the White House had been
briefed on an US company's

to establish a massive
nuclear waste dump in remote
parts of Australia's west and

south. a he backed.
"It don't think the US gov-
ernment is officially aware but

there have been informal dis-
cussions about an approach to
the Australian government at
various levels." he told the

newspaper.

A video tape issued by
Seattle-based Pangea promot-
ing the idea of a massive
Australian dump was leaked to
Australian_ enviropunentalists
last week. forcing the company
to go public with its plans.

According to the company,
only two countries in the world
— tina and Australia —
have the needed stable geogra-
phy and political systems lor a
nuclear dump like the one it is

proposing.

" Lockerbie bombing
Positive progress

made 1n resolving
dispute: Annan

ABU *DHABI, Dec R: UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
said Monday there has been
"positive progress’ in resolving
the dispute with Libya over the
Lockerbie bombing, reports AP.

But he said it was too early to
predict when Tripoli might
agree to the trial of two Libyans
wanted in connection with the
1988 bombing of a Pan Am jet
over Lockerbie, Scotland. that
killed 270 people.

Kofi spoke at a news confer-
ence after addressing the open-
ing of a summit by leaders of
the Gulf Cooperation Council.
The GCC groups Gulf Arab states
with the aim of economic and
political cooperation.

"We made positive progress
Annan said of his weekend
meeting with Libyan leader
Moammar Gadhafi. "We're on
our way to resolving the issue.”

. He added: "It will take time,
but (we) hope not a lot of time."

Asked when Libya might re-
spond to the US-British offer
for a trial of the suspects in the
Netherlands, Annan said: "I
can't give a precise date. They
understand the reality. It is up
to them to make an announce-
ment.”

He noted, however, that
Libyan Foreign Minister Omar
al-Muntasser has sald a deci-
sion won't take long.
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A Palestinian police officer examines an AK-47 ass

ault ri-

fle, one of several dozen confiscated weapons which were
put on display at the Gaza police station Monday. The
Palestinian police have begun a campaign to collect
illegal weapons from Palestinians as agreed upon in the

Wye River accords.

-— AIYUNB photo

short-range missiles

gramme without waiting for UN
approval of a distribution plan,
a UN spokesman said Monday,
reporis AFP.

It is the first time that Iraq
has not disrupted oil sales be-
tween phases of the oil-for-food
scheme, which has been in force
since December 1996.

Baghdad usually argues that
the plan for the distribution of
humanitarian supplies had to
be approved first.

The distribution plan lor the
current phase is expected to be
submitted to UN chief Kofi
Annan in the coming days.

The UN Security Council on
November 24 authorised the
fifth six-month phase of the
scheme which allows sanctions
— hit Iraq to export limited
quantities of oil in return for
badly-needed food aud
medicine,

[IN spokesman John Mills

sald in a statement that two
ships loaded Kirkuk crude oil at
the Turkish port of Ceyhan dur-
ing the weekend, and four ships
loaded oil at Iraq's gulf plat-
form of Mina -Bakr, on
Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

Mills said that the total
value of oil sales contracted un-
der phase V at current prices
was about 815 million dollars.

The oil-for-food scheme cur-
rently enables Iraq to export 5.2
billion dollars worth of oil in
return for humanitarian sup-
plies.

However, because of a dip in
oil prices, Baghdad was onl
able to export a total three bi?:
lion dollars worth in the last
six-month phase.

UN sanctions committee
chairman Antonio Monteiro
told journalists last week that
the transfer between phases had
been the smoothest so far.

Off the Record

Balmy weather graces
US east coast

WASHINGTON, Dec 8: Roses and Camelias were unseason-
ably in bloom here on Monday as balmy weather graced the US

east coast, reports AFP.

Meanwhile, in the country's western deseris, snow was

falling.

Temperatures more than 15 degrees Celsius above normal
for the season were forecast on Monday in major eastern US

cities.

It was expected to be 23 degrees Celsius in Washington, 21 de-
grees in Philadelphia and 20 degrees in New York.

Meanwhile, virtuall

on the other side of the continent, five

centimetres of snow fell on parts of Las Vegas, Nevada. the na-
tion's gambling capital in the middle of the desert.
Snow also fell in Phoenix, Arizona. on Sunday, creating the

bizarre specl.cle of cactuses covered in snow.

Indian cuisine in New York style

NEW YORK: It's fusion time for South Asian cuisine in New

York.

With a restaurant called 'Tabla' in Manhattan serving

American food cooked with Indian spices, Americans can now
have tandoor-roasted rabbit or cardamom risotto, quail with
fennel and spicy grape chutney or olive oil and rosemary naan.
According to Floyd Cardoz, a Mumbai native and executive chef
of the restaurant, it is an idea that Americans can understand,

reports IANS.

"It's time for Indian cuisine and Indian ingredients in the
American marketplace,” Cardoz said. "Nobody has ever done

Indian spices in a user-friendly way before."
to India and when they come back,
have a better idea of what real Indian spicing is about.
1ed for them," Cardoz said.

been increasingly travellin

the
"Tabla is desig:

Americans have

The cuisine, described as American with a profusion of In-
dian spices, is inspired by the seasonal simEIicit}r of Cardoz's

native Mumbai. Subcontinental food here,

e says, is not as

good as it could be. "Food doesn’'t have to be so heavily spiced.
Back home in India, we eat food in season, spiced according to

the season.”

Syria's new approach
toward Lebanon

BEIRUT, Dec 8: Syria's piv-
olal role in resolving the fre-
(quent political crises among its
allies in the Lebanese govern-
ment seems {o be subtly chang-
ing with the new administra-
tion of Lebanese President
Emile Lahoud, reports AP.

In the past. the Beirut-Dam-
ascus highway was virtually a
pilgrimage route for Lebanese
politiciarts seeking favours
Irom Syria and returning to
make pronouncements — which
were taken as Syria's view.

But since Lahoud was elected
with backing from Syrian Pres-
ident Hafez Assad in October,
there is silence from the Syrian
c?lpital, SUE
oft approach in the day-to-day
governing of its smaller,
weaker Arab neighbour.

The door to Damascus has
since been reported by the
Lebanese press to be virtually
shut, and kowtowing Lebanese
politicians have been told by
Syria to return home.

This does not change Syria's
domination of this country,
which rests on the presence of
30,000 Syrian troops in
Lebanon. To some, Syria is the
pguarantor of the agreement that
ended Lebanon's 1975-90 civil
war.

The Lebanese press has made
only vague references to what
prompted the about-face in Syr-
ia's approach, but the Saudi-
owned Asharg al-Awast on
Monday quoted political circles

esting a new hands- .

in Damascus as offering a more
direct reason.

The London-based newspa-
per reported that Bashar Assad,
the Syrian leader's son, has
taken over handling Lebanon.
That job had been handled by
Vice President Abdul-Halim
Khaddam. long Syria's expert
on Lebanese politics.

Suharto’s wealth 1nquiry
AG questions

ex-minister

JAKARTA, Dec 8: The
Indonesian Attorney General's
office today questioned a lor-
mer minister over the national
car programme of former
President Suharto a day before
grilling the fallen strongman
on his wealth. reports AFP.

Former trade and industry
minister Tunky Ariwibowo, ar-
rived at the Attorney General
early today to be questioned an
AFP reporter witnessed.

Hedivanto, the Treasurer of
one of the foundations chaired
by Suharto during his 32-year
rule, arrived about 45 minutes
earlier. the reporter said.

A spokesman for the
Aitorney General Barman
Zahir, said on Monday that

Ariwibowo and his immediate
suiceessor Mohammad "Bob”®
Hasan, as well as Hediyanto
will be questioned belore
Suharto o1 Wednesday.

One in every five children denied

access to education worldwide

PARIS. Dec 8: Almost one
billion people, a sixth of the
world's population. are illiter-
ate and 130 million children, or
one in five, in the developing
warld are denied access to even
basic Edlilﬂﬁtiﬂﬂ. EF!'#CEF re-

rted today. sa i
po In its re ynrt, glﬁhc state of the
world's children 1999." Lhe
United Nations children's fund
warned that those without edu-
cation were often doomed to a
life of desperate poverty.

Two-thirds of children un-
der the age of 12 who are denied
education are girls.

In his introduction to the re-
port, UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan said: "This is a violation
of rights and a loss of potential
and productivity that the world
can no longer tolerate.

"On the eve of the 21st cen-
tury. there is no higher priority,
no mission more important,
than that of education for all.”

In South Asia, more than 50
million primary school age
children are not in school, said
the report. by UNICEF's execu-
tive director Carol Bellamy.

However, there are signifi-
cant variations between coun--
tries and between urban and ru-
ral areas. |

In India, 80 per cent ol chil-
dren in urban areas attend
school, while in rura} areas the

rate is just 60 per cent.

Nearly two-thirds of South
Asian women are illiterate
compared with about one-third
ol men.

Discrimiination is most se-
vere in war-torn Afghanistan,
where the Islamic Tallban au-
thorities have barred girls trom
school in Bangladesh, in con
trast, three-quarters of children
attend school, the rates being
similar for boys and girls.

The study found that while
school enrolment rates for the
region had risen from 60 per
cent in 1970 to nearly 70 per
cent, the drop-out rate was high,
with 40 per cent of children
quiting before reaching higher
grades.

It said child labour was a
persistent problem in promot-
ing greater access to education.

he report warned the re-
gional economic crisis was ex-
»ected to affect girls more than
as cash-strapped families
favour the education of sons.

The gender gap widens for
girls in secondary school and
nearly a quarter of the region's
women are illiterate, compared
with one in ten mern.

In sub-Saharan Africa, just
over half of all children sign u
tor primary school, with rura
areas 1 ng well behind the
towns and cities, and one-third

ol those drop out early.

'he report said armed con-
flict and economic pressure
from «(ebt had taken a severe
toll on education.

“The region includes over JU
heavily indebted countries. anud
overnments spend as nich oo
debt repayment as on health
and basic education combined.”
it said.

Only half the
women are literate,

In the Middle East and North
Africa, four in five children are
at school and nine out of ten
children who start primary
school stay to complete their
education.

About three-quarters of
primary school age girls are at
school and the gap between gﬂris
and boys is closing. Yemen has
the greatest gender gap, while
Bahrain, Cyprus, Iran, Jordan,
Libya and Tunisia have parity,
or close to it, between girls and
boys.
In Latin America and the
Caribbean, primary school en-
rolment has grown rapidly and
access is now virtually univer-
sal. However, the report warned
that one in four children quits

region's

school before completing
higher grades.
Bolivia, Colombia, the

Dominican Republic, EI
Salvador, Haiti and Nicaragua

have the highest drop-out ii . s,
which the report blamed on
poor-quality education, tradi-
tional rigid teaching methods
and large disparities between
rich and poor.

The report said at least one
child in seven was not in pri-
mary school iIn Croatia.
Georgia, Latvia, Macedonia,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

It blamed social problems on
conflicts in the former
Yugoslavia and in some coun-
tries of the former Soviet Union
and warmed.:

“Real public spending on ed-
ucation has fallen in many
countries — by one-third in the
Russian federation and by
three-quarters or more in
Azerbaizan, Bulgaria, Georgia
and Kyrgyzstan.”

"Ensuring the right to educa-
tion is a matter of morality,
justice and economic sense." the
repoit said.

"There is an unmistakable
correlation between education
and mortality rates, especially
child mortality.

"Each extra year of school
for girls can also translate into
a reduction in fertility rates.

"On a social-wide scale, the
denial of education harms the
cause of democracy and social
progress and, by extension, in-
ternational peace and security.”



