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eague
Uttara Club finished their
first phase enFa ements atop
the tahle with full 10 points in
the AB Bank Senior Division
table tennis league while Engi-
neers Club topped the First Di-
ahg; league table with full 12
réports UNB.
Thrﬂ: top finishers from
both the Senior and First Divi-
Ei}:;n leagues will take part in
super league.
Swapguh h TTS | c‘i)ts] and
Anﬁels Club (4) finished second
hird respectively in the
Senior Division while
Dilkusha Club (10) and Wari
Jurnilor (8) finished second and
third respectively in the First
Division league.
In the day's senior le :
Swamibagh Boys, Banglade
Biman and Armanitola JS wu_nl

their respective matches at the.:

NSC wooden floor nasium.
Swamibagh Boys defeated
Angels Club in straight sets as
Anup beat Milu 21-11, 21-8,
Babu outplayed Nawsad 21-15,
21-13 and Jewel overpowered
Shahin 21-16, 21-19, :

Biman blanked Armanitola
Junior 3-0 with Hemlet defeat-
ing Abid 21-6, 21-14, Mahbub
‘beating Milton 21-10, 21-13 and
Kachi outplaying Saifur 21-10,
21-6.

Armanitola JS overpowered
Biman Junior 3-1 as Mustafa
beat Pappu 26-21, 21-13, 21-10,
Tuhin outplayed Edison 11-21,
23-21, 21-17, Goutam of Biman
Junior’' got walkover, and
Mustafa defeated Ediann 21-14,
21-14.

In the First Division there
were wins for Dilkusha SC, En-

eers Club, Wari Junior and

ka Club.

Dilkusha SC outplayed
Mansur SC in strai sets as
Parag crushed Mosharaf 21-1;
21-3, Tirtha beat Mamun 21-2,
21-8 and Mehedi defeated Arif
21-2,21-8.

Engineers Club dum Mo-
hammadi Youth 3-0 with
Munna defeating Kamrul 21-8,
21-11. Ritu bea Jewel 22-20,
19-21, 21-17, and Ali outplay-
ing Kallol 21-10, 21-14.

‘Wari Junior overpowered
Mohammadpur Boys 3-1.
Munna lost to Kajal 21-10, 20-
22. 21-17, Musabbir beat Ralfi
21-12, 21-19, Ashiq outplaye
Parag 21-17, 21-17 and Musab-
bir l:lé‘:feated Kajal 21-17, 21-23,
21-12.

Araka edged past Angels
Club 3-2. Ashiq lost to Shawkat
22-20, 21-10; Mansur defeated
Sabuj 21-13, 21-13; Nasir beat
Bulbul 21-15, 25-23;: Mansur
lost to Shawkat 15-21, 21-10,
21-16, and Ashiq outplayed
Sabuj 21-16, 21-14.

Athletics Canada
keeps Ben
in limbo

TORONTO, Canada, Dec 7:
Canada's athletics federation
has refused to reinstate dis-

aced sprinter Ben Johnson,

isqualified for doping after
winning the 100 metres at the
Seoul Olympics, the Toronto
Sun reported Sunday, reports
AFP.

The paper said Athletics
Canada, which examined the
athlete's request at its general
assembly on Saturday at Ot-
tawa, did not see a reason to
welcome him back into the fold
until all ssible appeal av-
enues had exhausted.

"We don't want to do any-
thmt% above and beyond what
ink is the best system in

the world, one that's fair and

equitable to all athletes," =said

tlhnlgtifs Canada president Rolf
1

Jnhnsuﬂ 36, has not com-
professionally since the
FACAF handed him a life sus-
pension in 1993 after he re-
turnﬂ:l two pnsitiw: tests — first

“are the

* My assignment is to carry

LAH'DRE. Pakis-
tan, Dec 7(Reu-
ters/Internet):
+ Zimbabwe lost to
the Lahore City
Sy = Cricket Associa-
tion by q’tle wicket in a thrilling
finish to the four-day game on
Monday, thanks to a magnifi-
cent 149 by Ekjpper Salim Ma-
lik.

The former Pakistan cap-
tain, omitted from the squad of
18 for the second test starting
on Thursday, gave a fine exhibi-
tion of his immense experience
and skill as the local side ac-
cepted a challenging task of
chasing 347 for victory in 75
OVErs.

The win was achieved with
five balls to spare when Zaheer
Kahn, who made 24 not out,
steered paceman Neil Johnson
11:111'4r;rugh third man in fading
i

-ghﬂmbabwe. who won the first
test
20 minutes in the morning be-
fore declaring their second
ininngs clo at 239 for six,
adding 28 runs in six overs.
They made 394 in their first
knock.

* LCCA conceded a lead of 107
by declaring their first
innnings at 287 for nine. Malik,
under judicial investigations
on allegations of match-fixing
and betting, set about the target
by o ng the innings.

ith Imran Farhat, who
made 33, he scored 92 for the
first wicket and then was joined
by Babar Zaman (23) in a sec-
ond-wicket partnership of 70.

Batting with aplomb and
digjjla],rin a variety of shn%.
Malik and Shahid Anwar (6)
further boosted the chances
with their third-wicket part-
nership of 95 in 101 balls.

Malik, who struck 20 fours

against Pakistan, batted for

and a six in an innings span-
ning 166 balls and 212 minutes,
was third out at 257 at the
stroke of tea when he was clean-
bowled by Murray Goodwin.

m}war was. E;v:nth umt
325, falling to off-spinner y
Whittall after hitting $ix fours
and a six.

Whittall, who finished with
Ihrec for 56, r:ﬂved his sidc

" SALIM MALIK .,

with successive ﬁﬁclr.etu but
LCCA's last pair defied the Zim-
babweans to earn an eéxciting
victory. |

SCOREBOARD

' Scoreboard on the final day
of tHe four-day match between
the Lahore City Cricket Associ-
ation (LCCA) and Zimbabwe on
Monday:

ZIHHABWE First tnnings
394 (M Goodwin 148; Salim
Malik 5-77)

LCCA: First innings 289-9

' Malik imposes himself

dec (G Flower 7-31)
ZIMBABWE: Second innings
lovernight 211-5)
G Flower ¢ Abbasi b Zaman
G Rennie b Zaman
A Flower ¢ Anwar b Zaman
C Wishart ¢ sub b Zaman
N Johnson Ibw b Kazim
M Goodwin ¢ Tariq Kazim
A Campbell not out
A Whittall not out
Extras: (Ib-2, nb-3, w-1)
‘Total: [For six declared
in 59 overs)
Fall of wkts: 1-184; 2-188;
189: 4-190; 5-190; 6-216.
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LCCA: Second
Farhat ¢ A Flower b G Flower 33
Malik b Goodwin 149
Zaman run out 23
Shahid Anwar b Whittall 5
Butt Ibw b Goodwin
Tariqg ¢ A Flower b Johnson
H Farhat Ibw b Johnson
Zaheer Khan not out
Abbasi b Whittall
Kazim c and b Whittall
Ahmad Khan not out
Extras: (b-4. Ib-4, nb-3, w-3)
Total: (For nine wkts
in 74.1 overs)

Fall of wkts: 1-92; 2-162:

-*@ P <

257: 4-257; 5- '301 6-301; 7-325;
8-339: 9-339
Bowler: O M R W
Matambanadzo 5 0 30 O
Johnson 9.1 0 64 2
Wishart 5 1 21 0
Whittall 19 4 56 3
G Flower 24 2 103 1
Huckle 8 0 45 0
Goodwin 4 0 23 2
Result: LCCA won by one
wicket.

Bribery allegatlons

KARACHI, Pak-
istan, Dec 7(Reu-
‘ters/Internet):
The judge inves-
tigating charges of
——-—"=~ corruption in
Pakistan cricket said on
Monday he would submit his
report next week, adding "the
allegations levelled in the past
are not baseless.”

"l will require a week from
Tuesday to complete my inves-
tigatjnns and submit a detailed

report to (the countl}x 5) Prr:si—
dent Mohammad Rafiq Tarar,”
Justice Malik Mohammad
Qayyum told Reuters from La-
hore.

"l wouldn’t commit on who
players...but I admit
-that something is wrong some-
where and the allegations lev-
elled in the past are not base-
less," said Qayyum, a Lahore
High Court judge asked by the
government to hold hearings
into the charges.

He said the hearings would
end on Tuesday, but that he
would not release the report to
the media when he submits it to
the president.

"It will be entirely up to the
president what action he takes.
out
the investigation and submit
the report. But I believe action
will be taken."”

Under the Pakistan Cricket

« Board constitution, the presi-

dent of the country is the pa-
tron-in-chief of the board.

The submission of the report
will come when Pakistan
cricket is also under pressure
on the playing ground, having
lost a recent home series to Aus-
tralia and now trailing 1-0 in a
sefles against Zimbabwe.

Pakistan are also scheduled
to go to India next month for
their first test tour there in 13

_years,

More than 40 witnesses have
given evidence since the hear-
ings began in

September, including the
Australian duo of Mark Taylor

and Mark Waugh, who testified
in October that former national
team captain Salim Malik of-
fered them a bribe when they
toured Pakistan in 1994-95.

Malik has denied the
charges. Three-and-a-half
years ago he was suspended for
seven months while a retired
judge looked at the same accu-
sations in an internal investi-
gation for the board.

He was cleared of all charges
but was stripped of his cap-
taincy when he was included in
the team which toured Aus-
tralia the next season.

The case was reopened this
year because of media pressure,
and four months ago a cricket
board interim report recom-
mended that Malik along with

J udge to deliver
report shortly

Wasim Akram and ljaz Ahmad
should not be selected until a
government-ordered investiga-
tion was finished.

But that recommendation
was overruled the board's ex-
ecutive council and all the three
played against Australia, who
won the three-test series 1-0 --
their first success here in 39
years.

All three have denied any
misconduct.

Malik has played in 99
matches in more than 15 years
of international cricket, and is
the second highest scorer for
Pakistan after Javed Miandad.

No matter what agtion the

overnment takes, ¢ricket
oard chief executive Majid
Khan said Pakistan would not
be banned by the International
Cricket Council (ICC) if corrup-
tion charges were proved.

"The ICC will support us. |
don't think we would be put into
isolation because two or three

layers are found guilty of
rin ing the sport into disre-
pute an said from Lahore.

"The objective of the inves-
tigation was to restore the pride
and glamour of the sport.

e will welcome whatever
the judge's findings are irre-
spective of the fact if the players
are found guilty or not." said
Khan, a former Pakistan cap-
tain.

—

MELBOURNE, Dec
7 (Reuters/AFP/
Internet): Graham

At close of play England,
having scored 373 in their first

Thorpe breaks down

300. with England guided by
pace bowler Dean Headley.
He finished with five for 58

Horrendous
Indian start

NAPIER., New Zealand, Dec
7: India were bundled out for
103 on the first day of their
four-day cricket match against
a Central Districts Selection Xl
herc today, reports AFP.

Central's batsmen then piled
on the agony for the Indians in
the first match of their New
Zealand tour by reaching 121
for one at stumps, with captain

Spearman unbeatefi on 65
gléd Mathew Sinclair not out

India made a disastrous
start to the match when the
crumbled to 20 for five, includ-
ing the loss of star batsman
Sachin Tendulkar for five.

Saurav y and wicket-
keeper Nayan Mongia brought
some ability to the score

with a sixth-wicket partnership
of 46 but once they were dis-
missed the tourists folded
qulckl ; S
y top-sc with 37
in lg‘l?ﬁmutm. with Mongia.
who made 21, and Venkatesh
Prasad, with 14, the only other
players to make double figures.
Andrew Penn led Central's

bowling effort with four for 43
off 16 overs.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the
opening day of the four-day
cricket match between India
and the Central Districts Selec-
tion XI here Monday.

INDIA: First innings
Jadeja ¢ Furlong b Penn
Sidhu Ibw b Blake
Dravid Ibw b Penn
Tendulkar ¢ Spearman b Mason
Azharuddin ¢ Spearman b Blake
Ganguly ¢ Douglas b Penn
Mongia c Sigley b Oram
H Singh Ibw b Blake 0
Prasad c Englefield b Mason 14
Mohanty b Penn 5
R Singh not out 2
Extras: (w-2, nb-4, Ib-3, b-5) 14
Total: (all out in 45 5 overs)

Fall of wkts: 1-4; 2-4; 3-12; 4-
14: 5-20. 6-66; 7-67; 8-85; 9-101,
10-103

Bowler O M R W
Penn 16 3 43 4
Blake 15 3 28 3
Mason 105 3 21 2
Oram 4 1 7 1

CENTRAL DISTRICTS SE-
LECTION XI: First innings

Spearman not out 65
Milnes b Mohanty 20
Sinclair not out 28

Extras: (2-b, nb-6) B

Total: (For one in 42 overs) 121
Fall of wkt: 1-61.

Bowler O M R W
Prasad 13 3 46 0
Mohanty 10 6 16 1
R Singh 5 2 18 0

g' 3 0 l'? 0
H Sing 10 4 0

Border force
a draw

EAST LONDON, South
Africa. Dec 7 (Reuters/Internet):
Border's Wayne Wiblin cracked
his fourth first-class century on
Sunday but it was not en 110
beat the West Indies as their
three-day tour match ended in a
draw.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the final day
of the three-day tour match be-

tween Border and West Indies at

Buffalo Park on Sunday:

BORDER: First innings 282-
9 dec (C Sugden 76. B ite 56;
M Dillon 4-56)

WEST INDIES: First innings
356 all out (S Chanderpaul 92, P
Wallace 68; P Enslie 4-124)

BORDER: Second innings
[overnight 21-0)
Sugden ¢ Refer Dillon
White ¢ sub (Murray) b McLean 14
Boucher lbw b Lewis
Wiblin not out
Strydom st sub (Murray)

b Chanderpaul
Botha ¢ Lara b Lewis
Van der Merwe ¢ Dillon b Lewis
Henderson b Chanderpaul
Emslie ¢ Ganga b McLean
Ntini not out
Extras: (b-5.-1b-3. nb-1)
Total: (for 8 wkts dec)
Fall of wkts: 1-25; 2-188;
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Korea's Yoon Jnng -hwan {L] and anans S ‘t’amag'uchl in pursutt of the ball in their Asiad

football preliminary.

— AFP photo

Kuwait sets the early pace

BANGKOK, Dec 7
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Kuwait estab-
lished themselves
as one of the hot
favourites for the
Asian Games soccer gold medal
on Monday with an impressive
5-0 thras{llng of Gull rivals
United Arab Emirates (UAE) in
their opening second round
group match.

South Korea beat World Cup
2002 co-hosts Japan 2-0 in a
dull game in the other Group J
match while defending cham-
Binns Uzbekistan had no trou-

le in whipping North Korea 4-0
and Turkmenistan survived a
late scare to edge India 3-2 in
Group I.

Uzbekistan has not been se-
riously tested yet and should go
through to the knockout quar-
ter-final stage as one of the top
two teams in Group l.

But unless the Uzbeks show
something special when facing
more serious opposition, they
could well lose their title as
Kuwait's performance put them
alongside China, with four Eu-
rope-based players in their
squad. as hot favourites for the
gold medal.

A second-half hat-trick b
big striker Jassem Al-Huwaidi
set the seal on an impressive
performance from the Gulf
champions. a title Kuwmt WOor
last month.

But Czech 1{':::::?10!'1‘1jlﬁ Milan
Macala refused to get carried
away or write off anyone's
chances of qualifying for the
knock-out quarter-final stage

from the strongest second
round line-up.

"This is only the first match.
In e ame there is danger,"
he sai ay was a very jolly
good result, that's all."”

He said with Kuwait and the
UAE meeting often, the first
goal in matches between them
was of crucial psychological
' rtance.

ani Al-Sager obliged his
coach in just the sixth minute,
latchmg onto a fine chip over
the UAE defence and firing past
goalkeeper Jumaa Rashid.

In the 36th minute, Al-Sager
turned provider, lobbing a short
gentle centre onto the head of
Farj Laheeb who made no mis-
take with a glancing header
from five metres.

The UAE came out for the
second half determined to get
even and twice shaved the post
from close range and had one
header cleared off the line by a
defender.

But Al-Huwaidi, a big man
with speed, blasted any chance
of a UAE come back in the 68th
minute, seizing on a defensive
mistake to race 25 metres be-
fore cracking the ball past
Rashid.

In the 82nd minute, Al-
Huwaidi was on hand to help
the ball over the line-after a
goalmouth melee and three
minutes later he rounded off an
excellent game with a goal of
real class.

Controlling .a pass- onshis

chest, then sweeping imperi-
ously past a defender with the
ball having barely touched the
ground, Al-Huwaidi clipped it

" bruu

_ past Rashid with ease.

All four Group J teams have
to play again on Wednesday,
another thing Macala said
made it too early to start calling
Kuwait title favourites.

"We only have one day’s rest.
There's no time to relax. This is
a tough tournament,” he said.

South Korea's win was com-
fortable, but Japan, who have

t thcir under 2] side
is 3 “for the 2000

]ympica were hardly

opposition. The Ja
rare truublad the South Ko-
rean defence and looked short

‘of class,

South Korean top scorer
Choi Yong-soo ned his ac-
count from the alty spot in
the 31st minute after Japanese
goalkeeper Yuta Minami was
adjudged to have brought down
Lee Dong-gook as the Korean
striker tried to go round him.

Two minutes into the second
half, Choi struck his sixth goal
of the tournament with many
in the crowd yelling for offside
as he moved smoothly onto a
header into the danger area and
banged the ball into the net off
the underside of the bar.

India, which only just failed
to get a draw with Japan in the
first round, almost shocked
Turkmenistan in their first
second round match.

Down to goals from Pmtriy
Nejelev (39th minute] Muslim
Agaev (48th) and Igor Kislov
(66th), the Indians stormed
back in the last 10 minutes as
.M. Vijayan and Tushar Rak-
shit both scored,

Asian rivals aim to loosen
Korean stranglehold

BANGKOK, Dec 7:
Traditional ho-
ckey skills are set
for a dramatic
revival as former
giants India and
Pakistan altempt to dislodge
South Korea from the Asian
Games pinnacle. reports AFP,
The 10-nation men's tour-
nament., which starts here on
Tuesday, assumes added signif-
icance as the winner gains a di-
rect entry into the 2000 Sydney
Olympics and leaves the rest

failed to make the finals of both
evenits next time around.

Worried officials in both
countries reacted swiftly.

Pakistan sacked coach Is-
laluddin Siddiqui and stalwarts
like versatile playmaker
Shahbaz Ahmed and goalkeeper
Mansoor Ahmed.

India, with little reserve
strength to choose from, re-
tained the players but brought
in a new coach Maharaj Kishen
Kaushik.

Jittle to fear.

to match the aggressive Korean
strategy. We are ready for
them." he said, but warned the
absence of injured captain Mo-
hammad Usman could prove
crucial for his team's chances.
The Koreans, however, have
c}r defeated In-
dia in both the Atlanta
Olympics ‘and the World Cup
and overcame Pakistan 4-2 in
the recent Champions' Trophy.

"We want to win badly,” a
South Korean official said. "It
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