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President tells BAF officials 1n Je:ssore

Dhaka against all sorts of

arms race, aggression

JESSORE, Dec 7: President
Shahabuddin Ahmed yesterday
said Bangladesh would con-
tinue to oppose all sorts of arms
race, including nuclear arms
proliferation, report agencies.

“We believe in the policy of
good neighbourly and friendly
relations and malice to none.
We are against all sorts of ag-

on ...," the President said.

President Shahabuddin was
addressing Bangladesh Air
Force ( officials and cadets
at the passing out ceremony
marking the commissioning of
the 37th GD(P). first short GD(P)
and 41st Ground Branch cadets
at BAF Academy at Base Matiur
Rahman here.

The President said Bangla-
desh is determined to eradicate
poverty and raise the living
standard of the commoners.
"But amid all limitations, we
have created an efficient de-
fence system to safeguard our
sovereignty and protect dignity
as a respected nation.” he said.

He said gradual steps were
taken for modernisation of the

.defence systems while different

pragmatic steps were taken for
creating a strong and expanded
air force.

The President said sophisti-
cated equipment would be added
soon to BAF and air defence
systemn would be strengthened
to boost efficiency of the air
force.

The President urged the BAF
personnel to be ready for
supreme sacrifices in the inter-
est of the nation. He advised
them to adopt new knowledge
and skills using scopes created
by free flow of information
across the world.

Chief of Air Staff Air Vice
Marshal Jamal Uddin Ahmed
and Air Officer Commanding of
the BAF Base Matiur Rahman,
who is also the Commandant of
the BAF Academy, received the
President on his arrival at the
parade ground in a ceremonial
motorcade.

President Shahabuddin re-
viewed the smartly turned out
parade and took the salute at
the impressive marchpast. He
also distributed flying badges
among the flight cadets and

olher awards and decorations.

Flight Cadet Under Officer
Adnan Makid (GD(P) was ad-
judged the best all round Flight
Cadet ahd was awarded the cov-
eted Sword of Honour. Flight
Cadet Wing Under Officer
Muhammed Mamunur Rashid
GD(P) was awarded the Osmani
Gold Medal for his feat in Aca-
demic Training.

Flight Cadet Under Officer
Muhammed Tajuddin GD(P) %nt
the Commandant's Trophy lor
his outstanding performance in

General Service Training in the
GDI(P) branch.

Flight Cadet Sergeant
Muhammad Ali GD(P) was
awarded the Best Flight Cadet's
trophy securing top position
among the Flight Cadets in the
No. 1 Short (P) Course and
Cadet Sergeant Muhammad
Asadur Rashid got the Chief of
the Air Staff's trophy while he
won the top position in the
Ground Branch Training. No 1
Squadron was given the BAF
academy colour for their best
overall performance.

'Hartal violation of
individual rights’

The US Ambassador in
Dhaka has termed hartal as a
clear ‘violation of individual
rights, most importantly the
right to earn a living for oneself
and one's family, and destruc-
tive of the economy, reports
UNB.

John C Holzman felt the
business community should
forcefully articulate the need
for a resolution of this issue
since "hartals are imposed for
narrow partisan purposes and
are clear abuse of individual
rights."”

Speaking on "Human Rights
and the Business Community”
at the December Luncheon
Meeting of American Chamber
of Commerce in Bangladesh
(AmiCHhHam) at Hotel Sheraton
yesterday he appeared critical
of hartal both in the pasl and at
present.

The US envoy pointed out
that both private investment
and foreign assistance dis-
bursements declined due to fre-
quent and lengthy hartals dur-
ing 1994-96 period, hurting
economic growth and develop-
ment.

He appreciated that the rul-
ing Awami League party re-
cently renounced hartals un-
conditionally. But, he noted,
"the opposition claims hartals
are a necessary evil, since its
workers are harassed and it of-
ten has no other means of polit-
ical expression."”

Holzman, however, ac-
knowledged the opposition's
right to express its views "freely
and openly” and said it should
be taken into account in any
effort to rid this country of the
scourge of shutdowns.

He observed that the rule of
law and respect for individual
rights are in the best interest of
business because they form the
necessary bedrock for long-
term economic growth.

Underlining the need for an
independent judiciary, Holz-
man said, "Independent judi-
ciary is the most important
mean of assuring that govern-
mental power is not used for
partisan ends."

The proposed independent
human rights commission, if
established. could serve as an
impartial third party in resolv-
ing the inevitable disputes be-
tween the government and the
opposition, he said.

Protecuon of human rights
and a climate for doing business
go together, the envoy said, "No
nation that disregards rule of
law and ignores individual
rights can prosper in the long
run.’

Quoting the World Develop-
ment Report 1997, Holzman
said entrepreneurs believe the
higher a government's credibil-
ity with the private sector, the
more will be private investment’

Hajj expenses
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A hign !powcr:d pre-Hajf pol-
icy formulation meeting of the
Religious Affairs Ministry ear-
lier recommended the total Hajj
expense as Tk 80,400 with an
estimated plane fare of Tk
36,000.

But the Cabinet fixed the air
fare as Tk 40,000.

The branches of the banks
concerned have been requested
to accept the Hajj money with-
out waiting for any notification
from the head offices in this re-
gard.

If nccesaar{. the branch
managers of the banks may
contact the Hajj Office by tele-
phone (896574 and 896570).

Meanwhile, the Cabinet in
its meeting yesterday also en-
dorsed a proposal to raise the
honorarium of the Public Ser-
vice Commission chairman
and members.

Ministers and State Minis-
ters of different ministries at-
tended the P!t'rim:ltln . Cabinet
Secretary, ncipal Secre
to the PM and other mrctatr?g
were present.

and economic growth.
Referring to a survey men-
tioned in the report, he said ju-
dicial unpredictability was a
major problém in developin
countries, where 40 é)er cent o
the respondents said they had
to pay bribes to get things done.
Turning to Bangladesh's
scenario of police and courts, he
cited another recent survey by

Transparency International
that revealed that more than
two-thirds of respondents said
they had to bribe police to regis-
ter FIR and another two-thirds
said they had to bribe court of-
ficials.

"These assertions relate di-
rectly to the rule of law in
Bangladesh and to your costs of
doi ’rll‘ﬁ business.”

e US envoy also pointed to
raised by police from
truckdrivers, as reported in The
Daily Star, and said such "rent-
seeking” raises business costs
directly and makes Bangladesh
less competitive in a world
economy.

Mentioning delays in judi-
cial delivery process, Holzman
said: "Experts have told me that
there is a backlog of over
200,000 court cases."

The US Ambassador offered
his government's readiness to
support Bangladesh's efforts to
improve the workings of the
police and the court, and to
strengthen the role of the judi-
ciary.

toll

Sayeedi
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lling centre under Nazirpur
Bglice Station in Pirojpur-1
constituency. .

Earlier the Election Tri-
bunal %ave directive for holding
fresh election only in Garghata
polling centre,

The HC dismissed the appeal

of Sayeedi and allowed the ap-
eal of Sudhangshu Shekhar
ip-lalder of Awami League.
Sayeedi was declared elected
in the polls held on June 12,
1996. |
But Halder challenged the
election of Sayeedi before the
Election Tribunal, Pirojpur,
alleging rigging.
alder appealed in the HC
for fresh election in Barai
Bunia, Bhoirampur and Char-
baleswar polling centres.

'BNP : observers
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The BNP secretary general -
said . though the Chief Election
Commissioner issued state-
ments urging all concerned to
abide by the code of conduct. but
unfortunately the ruling party
did not pay any heed to it and
continued to violate the code.

Bhuiyan said, ministers and
those holding ministerial sta-
tus are not only campaigning
vigorously in the constituency,
but have also set up “camps” in
the area. They are using the
government machinery and fa-
cilities for partisan purposes,
he alleged. :

There are ample evidences
that government officials were
being influenced to work for
the ruling party candidate, he
claimed.

BNP leaders and activists
are being arrested on false
charges or under the Special
Powers Act. Moreover, the gov-
ernment leaders are makin
commitments to do beneficia

" work in the constituency, he

claimed.
He alleged that the ml:}lg‘
men attacked BNP cen
eaders and MPs who went to
the constituency to work for the
BNP candidate. Even, they at-
tacked the residence of locgl
BNP leader Abdul Latif Master
in Sujanagar, but police did not
take any action against the cul-
prits, he claimed.

“This (sending of observers)
will, no doubt, help promote the
democratic process to which we
both are committed,” Bhuiyan
added.

S — o e

o S el s e S PR TS

e AL

B’baria clash
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stadium but were stopped by po-
lice near Brahmanbaria college.

Being interrupted by police,
they tired to hold their sched-
uled programme at the Brah-
manbaria college ground. As
their programme started, the
students and teachers of the
Madrasah attacked them with
lethal weapons.

Police lobbed about 100
rounds of teargas ghells and
used rubber bullets to bring the
situation under control.

Of the injured, 42 were ad-
mitted to the Brahmanbaria
Sadar Hospital while the in-
jured 25 policemen were admit-
ted to the police hospital. The
injured included an ASP.

Two people. injured criti-
cally, were sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. The
anti-NGO group also set fire to a
local NGO office and a motor
bike during the four-hour long
clash.

The teachers and students of
the Madrasah at a press confer-
ence later in the evening called
a dawn-to-dusk hartal today
protesting what they said the
partisan role of the police dur-
ing the clash.

Khaleda out to

thwart by-polls,
says Zillur

Awamni League general secre-
tary Zillur Rahman yesterday
said top ranking leaders of
BNP. including its chairperson
Khaleda Zia. were out to thwart
the byelection in Pabna-2 con-
stituency in a planned way. re-
ports UNB.

DU starts probing
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He did not. however, men-
tion the department and iden-
tity of the student "for the sake

| of the investigation'.

The teacher however has de-
nied the allegation. “This is ab-
solutely absurd and fabricated,”
the teacher said. requesting
that he not be named.

*What has happened is a
family matter and regarding a
marriage. It has no relation
with the university or the de-
partment,” he claimed.

"The woman centring whom
the allegation was made is a di-
vorcee and mother of a child,”
he said.

Other members of the fact-
finding committee are: AFM
Yusuf Haider. Kazi Afroz Jahan
Ara and regisirar ol the univer-
sity Muhammad Selin.

APB adds: Acting upon a
written complaint to the DU
Vice-Chancellor on November
30, the vice chancellor consti-
tuted the commitiee and asked
to submit its findings as early
as possible.

The complainant, a student
of M A final year of Public Ad-
ministration, said that a
teacher of International Rela-
tions Department molested her
in his room on November 29.

AL complaint
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Bera and Sujanagar thanas and
gave life-threat to the OCs.

A gtncral diary has been
lodged with each of the police
stations as such incidents are
also violation of code of con-
duct, it said.

The Awami League alleged
that another BNP MP Harun-
or-Rashid Khan Munnu dis-
tributed sarees and lungis
worth Tk 500,000 among voters
at Talarchar in Bera thana yes-
terday, saying that this is a
straight violation of the elec-
tion code of conduct.

Besides, it said, BNP leaders
Patal, Amanullah Aman MP
and Rajshahi Mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu 'mobilised iden-
tified terrorists’ from Dhaka
and other places, and assem-
bled them in Bera and Sujana-

to disrupt law and order and
by-election.

Awami League uuufht apgro-
riate actions nst the BNP
eaders who violated the elec-

tion code of conduct.

BNP city unit brought out a procession in the capital yesterday as part of the

'Demonstration Day'.

BNP, allies warn at_rallies

Massive protests soon
to pull down govt

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition activists yester-
day staged demonstrations in
the city to press for a mid-term
election and to protest price
hike of essentials and “govern-
ment atrocities”.

Several thousands leaders
and actlivisis of BNP and its
front organisations brought out
a huge procession that started
from BNP's city unit office at
Nayabazar Yusuf Market at
about 4:50 pm and paraded dif-
ferent city streets.

BNP-led Seven Party Al-
liance also held demonstra-
tions across the country as part
of the 'Demonstration Day to
protest “price hike of essential
commodities, gas price hike.
imposition of Tk 300 crore ad-
ditional tax, deterioration of
law and order. increase of rape
and murder, politicisation of
administration. corruption. re-
pression on opposition. and
government's failures in differ-
ent sectors”.

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad Khaleda Zia
had announced the agitation

rogramme at a day-long mass

unger strike in the capital on
December 2. Yesterday's pro-
gramme passed off peacefully.

BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami, Ja-
tiva Partly {(Z-M). Jagpa. Demo-

| cratic League, Progressive Na-

tionalist Party and Nationalist
Democratic Alliance organised
protest rallies and processions
in all district and thana head-
quarters throughout the
country.

At the rallies, the opposition
leaders said thev would make
sure this “autocratic and sub-
servient™ government falls
soon through massive street
protest.

They said there is no alter-
native to holding mid-term
election as the Awami League
government has failed to run
the country.

The leaders said it has be-
come very difficult for com-
monmen, particularly for the
working class and fixed income

| group to live due to abnormal

price increase of all essential
itemns, including rice, onion, ail
and pulse.

ey called upon the people
to join in the current movement
to expedite the fall of the gov-
ernment to protect the indepen-
dence and sovereignty of the
country as well as save the na-
tion and democracy.

Prior to the procession, BNP
city convenor Sadek Hossain
Khoka briefly addressed the
Fathcring where he warned of
aunching a mass movement if

the government tries to rig the
December 10 by-elections in
Pabna-2 constituency.

He said this government has
completely failed to run the
country, so it has no moral
right to stay in power anymore,

Jamaat also brought out a
big procession from the party's
city office at 5 pm which pa-
raded different city streets.
Party leaders Kamaruzzaman,
A T M Azharul Islam and Advo-
cate Jashimuddin Sarker ad-
dressed a rally prior to the pro-

gcession.

Besides, JP (Z-M), Jagpa,
Democratic League. PNP and
NDA brought out separate pro-
cessions in the city.

Jail Killing Case
Hearing of bail
prayers on

The hearing of the bail
rayers of Obaidur Rahman
P. Shah Moazzem Hossain
and Nurul Islam Manjur, ac-
cused in the Jail Killing Case,
continued for the fourth day
yesterday before a High Court
division bench. reports APB.
Deputy Attorney General M
Farooq argued that the accused
are likely to destroy the evi-
';:'EI‘.;EEE of the case if granted
rail,

Farooq said, besides, they
might leave the country and the

trial of the case will ham-
pered

tificates submitted by the ac-
cused are fabricated. The ac-
cused are influential persons
and may disturb the process of
justice. The bail should. there-
fore, not be granted, DAG ar-
gued. :
In reply, the counsel for the
accused Khandker Mahbub Ud-
din Ahmed said investigation
of the case started in August
1996, but the accused never at-
tempted during the last two

years to destroy the evidences of |

the case.

He said they also never tried
to leave the country. They are of
old age, about sixty and needed
treatment as they are suffering
from various ailments. He
pleaded for granting them bail
on these counts.

Hearing will resume today
when Attorney General Mah-

.mudul Islam will place his

submission.

— Star photo
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72-hr transport
strike Dec 12

Bangladesh Road Tranwn
Workers Federation (BRTWF)
has called a 72-hour country-
wide transport strike beginning
on December 12 to press home
its 11-point demand, reports
UNB

To make the programme a
success, a joint meeting of the
regional committees of BRTWF
was held in the city yesterday,
said a press release.

Speakers at the meeting
urged the 1rans|port workers to
take steps to enforce the strike,

They criticised the govern-
ment for not implementing the
earlier agreements signed
thrice with the ministers con-
cerned and the political leaders
of the present government.

The speakers also demanded
direct intervention of the Prime
Minister to solve the problems.

Barisal BNP
leader assaulted

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 7: Ebaydul
Haq Chand. Secretary, Barisal
district committee of BNP was
assaulted and some shops in the

| Aviruchi Cinema Hall premises

in the town were damaged due to
indiscriminate brickbatting by
the rival political activists at
about 4.30 pm this afternoon.
Earlier. lollowing the call of
BNP's countrywide agitation
programme. BNP and its front
organisations in Barisal

. brought out a procession and
- paraded some streets of the

town this afternoon. But when
they came near their party of-
fice at Sadar Road they were at-
tacked by their rivals.

Police have been deployed to
avert further incident

Jute, textile
workers call
off strike

Leaders of Jute, Yarn and
Textile Mills workers have
called off their planned 48-hour
strike scheduled to begin today.
reports UNB.

The leaders announced it af-
ter a meeting with Labour and
Employment Minister M A
Mannan at his office yesterday,
said an official handout.

State Minister for Jute A K
Faezul Haq and State Minister
for Textiles A K M Jahangir
Hossain were present at the
meeting.

Labour leaders Abul Bashar,
Abdus Salam Khan, Ahsan Ul-
lah Master MP. Rehan Uddin
Rehan, Habibur Rahman Siraj
and M S5 Quamruzzaman
Chunu, among others, attended
the meeting.
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Regional seminar opens
Find ecologically
sound energy
system: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has sought ecologically
sound energy system and poli-
cies to reduce wasteful ene
consumption. reports UNB.

"What we need now is envi-
ronmentally and ecologically
sound energy system and poli-
cies.” she said while inaugurat-
ing a regional seminar on Earth
Observation for Tropical
Ecogystern Management at ICC
yestcrdatr) afternoon.

The objective of the seminar
is to contribute to solutions of
the global environment prob-
lems and application of earth
observation for sustainable
ecological management.

UNESCAP, NASDA of Japan
and SPARRSO jointly have or-
ganised the five-day regional
seminar participated by 72 sci-
entists and officials, including
32 from abroad. '

Scientists from Cambodia,
China, India. Indonesia, Laos
DPR. Malaysia, the Maldives,
Myanmar, Pakistan, Papua
New Guinea, the Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam,
Japan and France are taki
part in parleys on the global is-
sue of securing a safe human
habitat on the planet.

Chair Professor of the Asian
Institute of Technology Shuniji
Mura, Representative of UN-
ESCAP Dr Virgilio Santas, Ex-
ecutive Director of NASDA
Japan Dr Kazuyoshiki Yoshi-
mura, Defence Secretary Syed

CEC: Alert

From Page |
pacity, :

Hena said Le also made sim-
ilar verbal request to BNP lead-
ers who met him in a bid to
make the election fair and
transparent.

The CEC told a questioner
that it would be a violation of
code of conduct if even the
Leader of the Opposition who
enjoys the rank of a cabinet

| minister used official facilities

during her camFaigm

The Chief Election Comimis-
sioner said actions would be
taken on proper investigation
of allegations made by BNP and
Awami League regarding irregu-
larities in Pabna-2 electioneer-
ing. The electoral inquiry
committee c:}mprtsm% judges
and sub-judges would look into
the allegations.

In reply te a question, Abu
Hena dismissed the apprehen-
sion of any massive election ir-
regularity: "l don't think so.”
But he hastened to add if situa-
tion looks so serious,."l'll be
there, I'll cancel the voting.”

He said if the decisions so far
taken by the Commission were
implemented properly with co-
operation from all, the polls
would be peaceful. He said all
parties in the race assured him
cooperation. "It would be a good
job done for the country and
democracy. if the cooperation is
active and honest.”

Abu Hena said the Commis-
sion was receiving conflicting
reports from various quarters
and newspapers. "We are exain-
ining their authenticity.” He
said the Deputy Secretary (Law)
of the Election Commission
was sent to examine the verac-
ity of those allegations.

The security measures would
remain in force from 6 pm to-
day through 6 pm on December
11.

He said election officials had
been asked to put off voting in
case of any incident of terror-
ism at any centre. Restrictions
were also slapped on movement
of people who are outsiders in
the Pabna-2 constituency.

Yusuf Hossain and SPARRSO
Chairman Dr MA Sobhan also
addressed the SEesSsion.

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh had been promot-
ing sustainable environment
management in pursuit of
quality lvelihoed and allevia-
tion o -

The government is also try-
ing to str n the capacity of
public and private sectors to
address the environmental
concerns, controlling and pre-
venting environmental pollu-
tion and mobilising public par-
ticipation in the environment-
promotion drives.

Hasina said Bangladesh is
located in a disaster-prone
zone. Advance warning helps us
prepare against impending
danger, which can minimise
losses, she added.

Growing use of fossil fuels
and increase on other Green-
house gases have resulted in a
global increase of carbon diox-
ide, she told the meet. The de-
pletion of the ozone layer and
increasing air pollution a
great threat to human life, she
added.

Hasina said the dumping of
hazardous wastes presented a
similar threat to the Oceans
while tropical forests were be-
ing destroyed, plants and ani-
mals of dilfferent species virtu-
ally getting extinct or on the
edge of extinction.

"All this poses a potential
threat to our natural ecosys-
tem,” she said observing that as
a lnw—]yin% delta. Bangladesh
stands to be affected very ad-
versely. "A large part of
Bangladesh is under threat of
being submerged due to sea level
rise because of global warming."

Hasina said the colossal
losses caused by natural disas-
ter make the country's eco-
nomic development suffer seri-
ous setbacks.

Over a period of ten years,
the country has witnessed two
most devastating floods — the
latest one hitting this year with
a magnitude unprecedented in
history, lasting for more than
two months and covering about
two-thirds of the country.

During the last forty years,
she further pointed out., on an
average Bangladesh has been
visited by one severe tropical
cyclone every year,

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh has the single ex-
panse of largest mangrove for-
est in the world. "The Sundar-
bans is unique because of its
size and significance in balanc-
ing the local ecosystem.”

But, she said, it is threatened
with extinction because of se-
vere top dying of Sundari trees,
from which the forest derives
its name.

[ts real cause is yet to be as-
certained, she said urging help
from the scientists in this re-

spect,
Runa

From Page 1

erything we had for his treat-
ment and now we are home-
less.” she said. The poor couple
has another child, a three-year-
old boy.

Showing the damaged hands
of Runa, the anxious mother
said the daughter would now be
another burden for me. Who
will feed her when she is unable
to do anything? Who will marry
her?

The doctor on duty was not
available for information on
the latest condition of the girl
despite repeated efforts to find
him out at the hospital yester-
day evening.

A view of fire fighting at a market in Karachi on Sunday. Police said militants set fire to
more than a dozen shops in central Liquatabad area to protest a government-run cleanup
| operation by security force.
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Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

" Public Administration Reform Commission

Cabinet Division
Jiban Bima Bhaban (Front Block, 5th floor)
10, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000

NOTICE

Public Administration Reform Commission seeks opinion on
administrative reform from all strata of the general public.
Meanwhile some questions & information on administrative
reform have been placed on the commission’s website
(http://www.BangladeshOnline.com/PARC/). The general public
may use that website and send their opinion to the commission.
Besides, the general public may send their opinion to the com-
mission’s e-mail address (asayeed@bol-online.com;
parcasec@bol-online. com; parcjhir @ bol-online. com; parcchar
@ bol-online.com) or commission's Fax Number (_330-1-
9667905) or commission’s address b{apnst addressing the

Member-Secretary of the commission.

y using the commis-

sion’s said website the general public may keep themselves
informed of the commission in detail from time to time.
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