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ICC coaching

clinic in Feb

Sports Reporter
The International Cricket
Council (ICC) under its devel-
opment programme will organ-
ise

a ten-day coaching clinic for
under-17 players at the end of
February.

The Eam% which will be
conducted by two reputed
coaches under the supervision
of 1CC's development officer for
the Asia former Pakistan Test
cricketer Nasimul Ghani, will
be held at the Bangladesh Krira
Shikkha Protisthan (BKSP) in
Savar.

Five crickters each from six
divisions of the country will
take part. :

According to Mahmud Ul
Haque Manu,secre of BCB
cuachingoand plan com-
mittee, South African coach H
Ayob is one of the coaches. He,
however, failed naming the
other.

Meanwhile, all divisions

have been asked to submit their

choices--two batsmen, two
bowlers and a wicketkeeper--by
January.
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Davis' hattrick
COLLEGE STATION, Texas,

Dec 5 (Reuters/AP): American
Josh Davis won his third event
in the US Open swimming

championships on Friday

ht. |
avis won the 200 metre

freestyle in a US record time of

1 minute 45.24 seconds.

Davis' first record came in
the 100 individual medley at
the FINA Swimming World Cup
on Wednesday, then he came
back and set the record in the
200 IM at the US open on
Thursday.

The triple gnid medalist
from the 1996 Olympics swam
21 races in four days.

"This is more than I could
ever hope for, to get three Amer-

. ican records,” he said.
Natalie Coughlin, 16, of Ter-
apins Swim Team was the only
ouble winner Friday with vic-
tories in the women's 100 back-
stroke (58.59) and 400 IM
(4:36.24). _

Frederik Deburghoraeve of
Belgium set the world short-
course record in the 100 metre
breaststroke on Thursday.

The 1996 Olympic champion.
and_world record holder in the
' g-course 100 breastst: kc.

Deburghoraeve broke his own .

short-coursg world mark

clocking 58.79 seconds.

His previous mark was 59.02

set in Februalg 1996.

The 1996 Olympic gold
medalist and the 1998 world
champion and world record
holder in long and short course,
Deburghograeve just two days
earlier had finished second in
the same event at the FINA
‘World Cup.

NBL volleyball

Bangladesh Rifles registered

their fourth consecutive win in

the National Bank Limited
Premier Division volleyball

l&lﬁ at the Outer Stadium vol-
II%B court yesterday, reports

Rifles beat Water Develop-
ment Board in straight sets (15-
5. 15-9, 15-10). is was the
first defeat for the WDB,

In another match, Azad
Sporting Club also beat Warl
Club by straight sets (15-12, 15-
7. 15-5).

In the First Division league,
Jiban Bima Corporation and

* Brothers Union won their re-
~ matches by 3-0 sets at
same venue today.

Jiban Bima defeated Naba-
jagarani Sangha 15-3, 15-13,

15-10 while Brothers Union -

geatF‘lre Service 15-3, 15-2, 15-

. Earlier, on Friday, Power
Development Board beat
B adesh Bank 15-9, 15-6,
15-3 in the Premier Division

Imﬁc.
the First Division league,
East End Club and Dilkusha
Club won their respective
matches at the same venue.
East End Club beat Shan-
ti Welfare Association 15-
13, 15-5, 15-17 while Dilkusha
Club defeated Nabajatak Ma-
jlish 15-6, 15-13, 15-8.

Sunday's Premier Division -

matches: Titas Club vs
Bangladesh Bank (2:30 pm),
Power Development Board vs
Sonali Bank {AF m).

Sundag; irst Division
matches: t End Club vs East
End (4 ., Dilkusha Club
vs nion (2:30 pml).

In the name
of Cuba

BANGKOK, Dec 5: Their
fighters are not here but the
soul of Cuba's famed fighters
will be present in a host of
coaches when the boxing gets
underway at the Asian Games
on Monday, reports Reuters,

The Philippines, Pakistan,
Laos, India, Indonesia and
hosts Thailand all have Cuban
head coaches for their boxing
teams.

There are also a sprinklin
of other Cubans as trainers an
cornermen in other teams.

Rafael Ramirez, coach of
Pakistan since 1993, says the
presence of the Cubans
throughout Asia has led to a
sharp rise in the standard of
Asian boxing and made the con-
tests more even than in the

"We are spreading our Cuban
methods and it is paying off."
Ramirez said.

The measures include identi-

boxers of the future when
there are barely in their teens
and uncompromising training
regimes that go on non stop.

“We are very professional
about boxing back in Cuba even
though we only compete in am-
ateur events like the Olympics,”
he said while supervising his
team during their warm up
schedule at the Muango Thong
Thani Stadium in B ok.

"We start the guys early from
10 or 11 years of age, and take
them through set stages depend-
ing on how old they are, so

en they are old enough for
senior competition they have
hl.d"lix or seven years in box-

ing.

" dards,” said Li Furo

COLOMBO, Dec 5:
Sri Lanka's
cricket board Fri-
day welcomed the
withdrawal of co-
- ntroversial Aus-
Australian umpire Darrell Hair
from next month's matches but
insisted that disciplinary
action should be taken against
him, reports AFP.

The Board of . Control for
Cricket in Sri Lanka (BCCSL)
said it was still pushing the In-
ternational Cricket Council
(ICC), to take action against
Hair for his remarks against
-8ri Lanka's star spinner Mut-
tiah Muralitharan.

"Haris's decision to pull out
is a good one in the interest of
the game," Board president Thi-
lang Smathipala said. "But we
will pursue with the ICC about
Hair violating the code of con-
duct”.

Hair, regarded as Australia's
leading umpire said he would
stand down from matches
against Sri Lanka in the inter-
ests of harmony during the
limited-overs series which also
involve England starting next
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month,

Sri Lanka were angered by
comments in Hair's recently
published book about Mu-
ralitharan.

Hair no balled Muralitharan

for throwing seven times in the
Boxing Day Test at the MCG in
Melbourne in 1995.
" Australian Cricket Board
chairman Denis Rogers insisted
strongly Thursday that Hair's
decision was not influenced by
the Board.

"l don't want anyone leaving
this room saying they have no-
ble him (Hair) ... because it is
just not true,” ers said.

Hair's book 'Decision Maker"
rekindled the Muralitharan
controversy.

The man, described by
Rogers as Australia's leading
umpire, said he did not regret
the book which details in part
the events of the 1995 MCG Test.

He said his decision to with-
draw from Sri Lankan selection
this summer was "fairly easy,
after consulting cricket col-
leagues worldwide.

I've got no regrets about re-
leasing a book however, the

timing was probably unlorua-
nate,” Hair said Thursday.

"The timing of my book is
inappropriate and in the best
interests of cricket harmony I
have taken this decision."

Rogers made clear the ACB's
displeasure at the timing of
Hair's book.

"As | said to him (Hair) in an
uncomplicated way, the timing
of his book was indeed unfortu-
nate,” Rogers said.

"He has made some com-
ments about contemporary
players who will be touring here
this summer and he is a serving
umpire.

"l don't think that is con-
ducive to harmonious rela-
tions."”

~Hair wrote of Muralitharan
"l don't think he straightens his
arm all the time, just on some
occasion.

"l could have called him 27
times or even more but | did not

want the matter to become a
complete farce.”

Sri Lanka arrive in Aus-
tralia on New Year's Day for the
one-day series.

Sport a=m

BCCSL's sigh of relief

Sabir Muhammad exults after breaking the American 100m butterfly record at the US Open
swimming in Texas on December 4. He clocked 52.42 seconds.

— AP/UNB photo

India A 297/9 dec

CHENNAI, Dec 5:
India A declared
their first innings

[ J minutes before tea
v e+ orr the second day
ol Ltheir four-day cricket match
against West Indies A at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium today,
reports PTI.

Overnight not outs, Hrishi-
kesh Kanitkar, who scored a
centur and MSK Prasad
step out of their sedate game
and accelerated the scoring in
the post-lunch session.

e two added 175 runs for
the sixth wicket in 76 overs be-
fore Prasad was run out for 61.

Soon afterwards India lost
two quick wickets — Nikhil
Chopra (0) and Kanitkar (143) —

_as Lhe visitors struck back.

Kanitkar's superb innings
came to an end when he went
for a sweep off McGarell, only to
offer a thin nick to wicket-
keeper Courtney Browne. The
Indian captain hit 10 fours and
a six during his 518 minute stay
at the crease.

Obaid Kamal (17 n.o.)
launched a counter-attack go-
ing for some big hits which in-
cluded two sixes of successive
balls off Neil McGarell. But, his
partner Doda Ganesh (7) fell
cheaply to McGarell, who was

China sowing the seeds

BANGEKOK, Dec 5: For China,
staying atop the Asian Games
gold medals standings is not the
issue. Its eyes are set down the
road on a bigger target: The
2000 Olympics, reports AP.

In gymnastics, diving and
other events, China aims to use
the Asian Games starting Sun-
day in Bangkok to hone future
stars. It hopes giving young ath-
letes the vital experience of big

competition will pa‘g off in
medals at the Sydn ]gmpics.
The ability of the Chinese

sporting machine to churn out a
seemingly endless supply of
fresh talent has long made
China Asia's sporting power-
house. But regional dominance
is not enough. Chinese, sports
officials and athletes want to
take on and beat the world's

- best

China, the runaway winner
at the last Asian Games in Hi-
roshima, Japan, in 1994, again
expects to lead the medals table
in Bangkok. But, officials say,
it's the quality, not quantity, of
gold that will count in the long
run.

"It's not just getting a gold,
it's getting a gold with a result
that is close or at wurlddstan-

; uty
head of China's Aﬂlgtﬁ G?mes
delegation. "The main target is
the Olympics."

For China, doing well is also
a matter of politics and na-
tional pride. China views sport-
ing prowess as a way to show-
case — both to the world and its
own — the huge economic
strides the country has made
under two decades of market re-
forms that have lifted millions
out of poverty. The government
works to channel pride gener-
ated when Chinese athletes do
well into support for the diffi-
cult reform :

"We want to display the new
face of China, the new spirit of
our pmflt that has sprung up
under 20 years of reform," Li
said in an interview.

For Bangkok, China's ath-
letes have been issued with a
smart uniform — gray suits for
men, yellow for women — with

at 297 for nine, 16 .

played

the most successtul bowler, tak-
ing three wickets for 7 followed
by lan Bishop 2 for 54.

Rahul Sanghvi was yet to
open his account when the dec-
laration came.

* SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the second

day of the four-day match be-

tween India A and West Indies A

on Saturday: :
INDIA A: First innings

Jaffer run out 0

Ramesh b Gayle z2

Khurasia ¢ Browne b Tuckett 17

Kanitkar ¢ Browne b McGarell 143
R Gavaskar ¢ McGarell b Bishop 11

Raul ¢ Hinds b McGarell 7
Prasad run out 6l
Chopra Ibw Bishop 0
Ganesh b McGarell 7
Kamal not out 17
Sanghvi not out 0
Extras: (b-1. 1b-5, nb-6) 12
Total: (For 9 wickets in

129 overs dec) 297

Fall of wkts: 1-0:; 2-26: 3-50:

4-66; 5-92: 6-267; 7-268: B-274;
9-297.

Bowler O M R W
Collins 19 3 o 0
Bishop H 12 54 2
Tuckett 19 12 13 1
Gayle 28 6 80 1
McGarell 26 X 3
Hinds 2 0 6 0
Serwan 1 0 11 0

English cricket

rings in change

LONDON, Dec 5: The most
radical change in the history of
the English county champi-

onship aimed at improving the
fortunies of the national side

‘'was approved at Lord's on

Thursday, reports AFP.

The 18 courities agreed. by an
overwhelming majority. to
adopt a two-lier programine
from the start of the 2000 sea-
son.

Approval was granted by 15
votes to two with two absten-
tions, one of which was by the
MCC.

The two-division idea was
thrown out last year but, ever
since the first-class forum met
in October, the chance has been
imminent.

Since 1890, the champi-
onship has remained largely
unchanged and this move is de-
signed to improve Englands
competitive strength at interna-
tional level.

However, there will be more
international cricket in 2000
than ever before, with seven
Test matches and 10 one-day
internationals already inserted
into that season's England pro-
gramme.

That in itself, will reduce the
overall strength of counties
that provide players for the ex-
tended international format.

the red national emblem dis-
rominently on the
chest. Athletes are under in-
structions to leave a good im-
pression, not to stay out
overnight, and not to stay up
late.

For most Chinese athletes,
this is their first Asian Games.
Just 69 of the 596 athletes are
veterans of both Hiroshima and
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, of-
ficials say. The athletes’' aver-

e is 23.
ki 'ﬁngrz of China's four women
divers — Yang Lan and 14-year-
old Li Na — have never attended
a major international competi-
tion before, team manager Au
Li said. On the men's side, 16-
year-old diver Huang Qiang is
also in his first big interna-
tional meet, she said.

In gymnastics, a Chinese

streng*h, three men — Yang Wei,
Xing Aowei and Zhao Shang —
have never attended a major in-
ternational competition, team
manager Zhang Jian said.
Among the women gymnasts,
16-year-old Xu Jing is a new-
comer,

"Through the Asian Games,
we want to train our young ath-
letes,” said Li, the delegation of-
ficial. "This way we can better

grepﬁre for the Olympics in

The crop of new faces means
some famous stars have been
left behind. They include table
tennis players Wang Tao and
Den aping, a three-time
world champion. In the pool,
world r:curdp holders Le Jin
and He Cihong also are missing
the Games, as is top butterfly
swimmer Liu Limin.

Paes isn't going
to Bangkok

BANGKOK, Dec  5: India's
gold medal ‘prespects at the

Asian Games suffered a severe -

blow today when tennis star Le-
ander Paes withdrew with an
ankle injury.

"I am out, | am not going to ,
Bangkok." Paes told AFP from
his base in Florida were he is
reco from the injury sus-
tained 'during the World Dou-
bles Championships last
month.

"l was to goto ok
but my doctor here said that
there was no way [ could resume
playirig tennis before December
9," said the 25-year-old.

"I can't still jog or bike, they
are putting me in a cast every
night so I don't hurt my foot fur-
ther."

Asia’'s top-ranked player at
9] in the world, was eyeing
three goals in the team. singles
and doubles events.

He won the team and doubles
Ig_lmlds at the last Asian Games in

iroshima four years ago, but
lost in the singles semifinal.

"What hurts me more is that
| will not be able to be India's
[lag-bearer at Sunday's opening
ceremony,” said Paes, whose
Davis Cup heroics made him a
household name at home.

"But that's life, you've got to
overcome these disappoint-
ments.”

The news that Paes will not
make the trip to Bangkok dis-
appointed the rest of the Indian
squad training in Calcutta.

“It's bad news,” said non-

R{la ing captain Jaideep
ukherjee

Paes' absence means his

doubles Mahesh Bhupa-
thy will assume added respon-
sibility.
" Bhupathy will team up with
Syed Fazaluddin in the team
and doubles events, The pair
hel India win the Asia Cup
in New Delhi last month.

The other members of the
team, which arrives in Bang-
kok on Saturday, are Prahlad
Srinath, Nitin Kirtane and
Vijay Kannan.

India also faces doubts about
its other top Asian Games star,
sprinter P T Usha, making her
last Asiad aFPcarance at 35.
The winner ol four gold medals
at the 1986 Seoul Games may be
denied a final gold chance by a
hamstring injury she sustained
in a domestic meet.

Kyrgyzstan
banks on
Bogacheva

BANGKOK, Dec 5: Chinese
marathon runners Pan Jin-
hong and Wang Yanfang will
look to get the undisputed giant
of Asian sport off to a flyin
start when the first gold meda
of the 13th Asian Games is de-
cided Sunday, reports AP.

While China is expected to
break three figures for gold
medals for the third straight
Games, the oldest runner in the
field will be seeking a first gold
in any Asian Games for Kyr-
gyzstan. :

Irina Bogacheva, 37, is nine
years older than the next eldest
competitor in the 13-runner
field, and that experience may
prove grucial Sunday.

Kyrgyzstan, a nation of 4.7
million ple. made its Asian

ames debut in 1994, after the
reak-up of the Soviet Union,
and won four silvers and five
bronze.

Bogacheva is her nation's
best hope for winning a gold
medal here.

The biggest question mark is
her decision to run the Chicago
marathon less than two
months ago. She placed sixth in
2 hours, 30 minutes, 34 seconds
but may not have had enough
time to recover for a race in
sapping heat despite an early
morning start.

But Bogacheva knows how to
win, having claimed the past
two Belgrade titles and victories
in Cleveland. San Francisco
and Minnesota.

Japan is missing most of its
top runners, including last
year's world champion Hiromi
Suzuki, and its challenge will
be led by Naoko Takahashi.

T ashi became the first
Japanese woman to win a race
on the international Grand
Prix circuit when she claimed
the 5,000 meters at the Osaka
Grand Prix earlier this year.

Takahashi also has the best
entry time of the field — 2
hours, 25 minutes, 48 seconds.

Pan is ranked second on en-
try times but has more big race

ence than her Japanese
rival. She was 11th in this
ear's London Marathon after
nishing 17th in 1997.
Wang also ran in London

this year, finishing 13th.
North Korean Kim Chang is
also enced, running 26th

in difficult conditions at the At-

| lanta Olympics.
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THE PICTURE SAYS IT

Boxing promoter

Don King

i AL

(C) holds up the hands of

Lennox Lewis (L) and Evander Holyfield during a press conference in Los Angeles on

Thursday.,

— AFP photo

DHAKA SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1998

Nantes' Eric Decroix (L) and Pierre-Yves Andre are in quest of the ball during their French

First Division encounter in Nantes on December 4.

— AFP photo
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24 BANGKOK, Dec 5:
4 (AFP/AP): China
and Iran will go
into the second
round of the

Asian Games
football tournament with their
sights on gold but also with a
point Lo prove. :

The pair have emerged as the
favourites for the Games gold
medal and, with both drawn in
the same group for the second
phase they are not destined to
meet n until the final.

Then both will be out to
prove to the game's world gov-
erning body, FIFA, that the de-
cision to award Asia just two
additional places at the next
World Cup in 2002, the first to
be held in Asia, was wrong.

Asia will have four places at
the next World Championship
— the same as in France during
the summer — but two will be
taken up by the co-hosts —
South Korea and Japan.

Both China and Iran will be
among the front-runners when
the competition for places in
Japan and Korea kicks off in
around two years time and with
just two up for grabs the compe-
tition will be more fierce than
ever before.

Iran were among the four
Asian representatives at France
‘98 and were the only team from
the on to win a match when
they defeatéd the United States
2] in Lyon.

Most of the team that
achieved that win are compet-
ing in the Asian Games, a fact
that has the lranians marked

e, Iranians win

out as one of the lavourites. A 2-
0 win over Kazakhstan in the
first round underlined their

status. :
Among the players called
into the side are Bayern Munich
striker Ali Daei and Leicester
City et Mehdi Mahdavikia.
Both played in France with
Mahdavikia scoring the win-
ning,k goal against the Ameri-
cans.
For China all of their Euro-
pean-based stars have returned.
Captain Fan Zhiyi and Sun
Jihai have both been recalled
from English side Crystal
Palace while Yang Chen, who
scored a hattrick st Cam-
bodia, has returned from Ein-
tract Frankfurt and Li Jinyu
has come back from France.
Two comfortable 4-1 wins
over the Cambodians and
Lebanon took China through to
the second round as the winners

of their group and marked them
out as a side to watch.

Other teams that will be
among the favourites are
Kuwait and Uzbekistan, the de-
fending champions.

The pair played out an enter-
taining 3-3 draw in the first
round with both qualifying for

the second round ahead of

oals -

whipping boys Mongolia.
Kuwait have scored 35

in their last eight international
matches, which included a 3-0
friendly win over Iran, four vic-
tories at the Gulf Cup in
Bahrain to lift the title and an
11-0 defeat of the Mongolians,
the biggest win of the competi-
tion so lar.

S

- Organising

e

Elona Lisghenco of Ukrai

ne

programme at the NHK Figure Skating Championship in

performs in the short

Striker Jassem Al Houwaidi
has scored 14 of those Kuwaiti
goals in recent months, ha
grabbed h::e in the opening two

But he has been out-done by
compatriot Farj Laheeb, a last

inute call-up into the s
line-up after the last minute
withdrawal of Bashar Abdul-
lah, who is the competition's
too scorer with six.

Uzbekistan, led by veteran
striker Igor Skvyrin., showed in
the opening round that the are
still a force to be reckoned with,
especially in the absence of
Asian Cup. Holders Saudi Ara-
bia and full stre sides from
Japan and South g

Choi Yung-soo scored twice
Friday to power South Korea
into second round with a 4-0
rout of Vietnam. -

South Korea rebounded from
a surprise 3-2 loss in the open-

in% ?mc in which the wasted a
2- ad against Turkmenistan.
South Korea, one of the

favourities of the 8 soccer
tournament, ended with a 1-1
record in Group A behind
Turkmenistan in the 23-nation
preliminary round.

They still qualified for the
next round against the Group C
winner, Japan, in a battle Mon-
day between co-hosts of the
2 World Cup.

Choi upped his goal count to
four 'irr two ' games with two
more goals after Kim Eun-jung
started the scoring from the to
of the penalty area in the 30t
minute. ' _

Choi scored in the 42nd
minute, making the score 2-0 at
halftime. After Yoon Jong-
hwan scored in the 66th
minute, Choi made it 4-0 five
ﬁﬂnulcﬁ before the final whis-

€.

Japan had already clinched
a second-round spot with two
victories in their matches
against Nepal and India.

In another Friday game,
hosts Thailand defeated Oman
2-0. improving the mark to 2-0
in Group F. Both teams had al-
ready beaten hapless Hong Kong
and were certain to advance.

The match decided first and
second place.

Worawoot Simaka put the
Thais ahead in the 8th minute
and Tawatchai Damrong-Ong-
trakul added an insurance goal
in the 38th minute.

BAGOC's apologia

for anthem chaos

BANGKOK, Dec 5: Asian
Games organisers apologised
Saturday for playing a wrong
national anthem at a prelimi-
nary soccer match but warned a
similar mistake could occur
again, reports AP.

The Saudi Arabian anthem
was played instead of the an-
them of the United Arab Emi-
rates before the UAE's match
against North Korea last week.
~ The B k ‘Asian Games
mittee (BAGOC)
spokeswoman Valerie McKen-
zie said apologies had been
made, but the incident showed
urgent action was needed by
team officials to prevent a re-

Friday's answer

locating vowels. Solution Is

words and words using an apostrophe
g’tﬂl a

Sapporo, Japan on Friday. — AP/UNB photo | peat.
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