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AB Bank TT |

~Armanitola JS, Inter S
Club. Brothers Union and Bi-
man Junior won their respec-
tive matches by straight sets in
the AB Bank Metropolis Senior
Division table tennis league at
the NSC wooden floor ﬁrmna-
sium yesterday, reports

wered

ustafa

Armanitola JS
Armanitola Junior as
beat Mahbub 21-16, 21-16,
Tuhin outplayed Nabi 21-16;
21-23, 23-21 and Manas de-
feated Abid 21-10, 21-6.

Inter Sports dumped Wari
with Shahed beating Mithu 21-
9, 21-14, Akhlaque defeating
Tamim 21-19, 21- lﬂand Monir
nutgl ying Taher 21-15, 21-13.

:_-uthers Union got ﬂicﬂgedt;l
ter o SWEIHIDE?BOES as
defeated Babu 21-8, 2]1-8, Rubel
beat Anup 21-7, 21-14 and Babu

) layed Jewel 21-14, 21-14,
iman Junior disposed off
Ajax SC with Edison beating
aushad 21-9, 21-11, Pappu de-
feating Shahin 21-12, 21-11
and Goutam outplaying Milu
21-1, 21-7.

In the First Division league,
Swamibagh TTS, Dilkusha SC,
Mohammedpur Boys and Ut-
tara Club l::eat their rivals at
the same venue today.

Swamibagh overpow-
ered Angels Club by 3-2 sets.
Mukta beat Sabuj 21-13, 21-12,
Nasir lost to Shawkat 21-12,
21-16, Mushtaq
21-13, 21-16, Mukta lost to
Shawkat 21-19, 11-21, 21-16
%rlldl glasir outplayed Sabuj 21-7,

Dilkusha SC trounced Pur-
bachal Parisad by straight sets
with P beating
21-10, Mehedi overpowering
Kamrul 21-14, 21-10 and Tirtha
defeating Dhiman 21-9, 21-10.

Mohammedpur Boys
dum Mansur SC by 3-0 sets
35 Iﬂjﬂlal beat Muﬁmzld,

1-16, Parag out amun
21-4, 21-6 and I}{aﬂque over-
powered Arif 21-15, 21-16.

Uttara Club outwitted
Bangladesh Sports Journalists
Association (BSJA) by straight
sets. Tuhin defeated Rumi 21-
17, 21-12, Baban beat Shamim
21-10, 21-12 and Biplob out-
played Raihan 21-16, 21-19.

Crucial tie for
Daily Star

Sports Reporter
It will be a do-or-die situa-
tion for The Daily Star when
the popular English daily take
on Nestle Bangladesh Limited
in a JPGL Lights Professionals’
Cup cricket match at the British

American Tobacco (BAT)
ground today.
Going dnwn fighting by two

wickets in their uperunF match
at the hands of SK+F last Fri-
day, Daily
ately needing a victory.against
Nestle to rekindle their -hopes
for a passage into the next
round of the eight-team meet.
Fur Nestle, who won their open-

match against BAT, a win
wl 1 ensure them a place in the
last four.

withdraws

MELBOURNE, Dec 3: Aus-
tralian umpire Darrell Hair has
agreed not to officiate in any in-
ternational cricket matches in-
volving Sri Lanka this season,
averting fears of a clash be-
tween the Australian and Sri
Lankan cricket board, reports
Reuters.

Australian Cricket Board
(ACB) chairman Denis Rogers
said on Wednesday that Hair no
longer wanted to be considered
for matches involving Sri
Lanka during next year's lim-
ited-over series between Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka and England.

The issue had threatened to
overshadow the series after Sri
Lankan authorities complained
at Hair's criticism of Sri
Lankan off-spinner Muttiah
Muralitharan. -

Hair in his r:centl& E&uh-,
lished book "Decision er",
described Muralitharan's bowl-
ing action as diabolical and
said he would have no hesita-
tion no balling him in the fu-
ture.

The Sri Lankans called on
the ACB to stand Hair down,
from their matches but the ACB
passed the matter on to the In-
ternational Cricket Council
which is yet to make a decision.

‘Hair said he made his deci-
sion to stand down after dis-
cussing the issue with other
umpires.

've got no regrets about re-
leaslng a book however, the

'Eh e cFmbahl}r unfortu-
= E

Div I chess
from Dec 7

The First Division chess
le sed by Bangladesh
Chess Federation will begin on
December 7, reports APB.

In all, 14 teams are taking

in the league which will be
eld at the NSC chess from.

The teams ars: Leonine
Chess Club, Bangladesh Biman.
Titas Club, Kamalapur Samaj
Kalyan O Krira angutha,

arayangan ess Players Or-
ga.m:atinn jMnhnkhall Pradip
ha, Dhaka Universit
Chens Team, Farashganj -
Nakhalpara JKS, Bangladesh,
Ansars, West Jatrabari KC and
Sonali Bank.

Meanwhile, Leonine's Be-

larussian recruit Grand Master

: BONN,. Dec Bi}fcutat:f
. Internet): Schalke n
Olaf Thon faces mrgu;agn an

injured

Achilles tendon and could be *

mtofncﬂnnunﬂlthcmdofthc
German season.

o e—

defeated Bulbul

Sumon 21-5,

Star will be:desper-.

#¥ %  ISTANBUL, Dec 3
t‘k (Reuters/Inter-

net): Turkey's Ga-

f;rh latasary snatched

CHAMPIONS a last minute goal

LEAGUE to secure a 1-1

draw against Italy's Juventus in
a tense European Champions’
League Group B match in Istan-
bul on Wednesday.

The draw was a fair reflec-
tion of a cagey game played un-
der intense security in chilly
drizzle. Neither side had ex-
celled and the offside flag dom-
inated,

Nicola Amoruso put Juven-
tus ahead with a 76th minute
goal driven between Galata-
saray's Brazilian international
Claudio Taffarel and his near
post. Amoruso's strike shocked
the Turks who were reforming
after a double substitution.

Juventus responded to their
goal by bringing on defender
Igor Tudor for striker Filip u
Inzaghi, hoping to return t

ame to the stalemate of thf-
rst half.

But, galvanised by the goal,
the Turkish side squeezed
through the reinforced defence
and were rewarded when Suat
Kaya headed a goal from a Ghe-
orghe Hagi freekick just before
the final whistle.

"We conceded an unnecessary
goal...but it had a shock effect
and after that we created four or
five chances.” Galatasaray
coach Fatih Terim told repor-
ters after the match.

The result puts the Turks to
of the group on goals score
over Rosenborg, both on eight

ints, and leaves Juventus in
third with five points and one
match to play.

"We are sorry, we wanted to
win and say hello to a place in
the quarter-finals." Terim said.
"But the goal was very pleasing
because our challenge contin-
ues.”

For Juventus, mounting a
challenge is a more remote pos-
sibility. :

"Now we have to beat Rosen-»
borg and Galatasaray must lose!

against Athletic Bilbao," Italian
cuach Marcello Lippi said.
Wednesday's match was
played under heavy security af-
ter bei delayed for a week
amid safety concerns caused by
a diplomatic row between

Ankara and Rome.

Some 21,000 police and
troops were on duty for the
game.

Anti-Italian sentiment is
running high in Turkey after an
[talian court refused to extra-
dite Kurdish guerrilla leader
Abdullah Ocalan to Turkey
where is is wanted for treason
and murder.

An exhausted-looking Terim
thanked his team's supporters
for their good behaviour.

"I want to thank everybody
for ‘their calm and support in
this unbelievable atmosphere,”
he said.

Lippi rebufied quemlnns on
the game's political aspect.

“It was a good game. That is
what #*was about, and nnthing
else.” he said:

ISTANBUL, Dec

**i’ 3(Reuters/Interne
s t): The top soccer
SLf, teams of Turkey

CHAMPIONS and Italy played

LEACUE out a tense draw
on the sports field on Wednes-
day as their governments
sought a way out of a diplomatic
dispute over Kurdish guerrilla
chief Abdullah Ocalan.

Turkish champions
Galatasary saved face with a
last minute goal to draw with
Juventus 1-1 in a match which
had become a popular focus of a
row between Ankara and Rome.

Italy’'s refusal to extradite
Ocalan had sparked a wave of
anti-Italian sentiment in
Turkey, placing the rescheduled
Champions' League group B
match between Galatasaray and
Juventus under severe strain.

Turkey wants Ocalan tried
in Turkey for treason and the
deaths of more than 29,000

eople killed in the 14-year-
ong conflict between his Kur-
distan Workers Part;l'_ (PKK])
guerrillas and the Turkish
army. Italy refused his extradi-
}lcm hecauie its laws bar segd-
ng suspects to a couniry where
they could face the death
penalty.

In Rome, Italian Prime
Minister Massimo D'Alema
said the Ocalan case involved
the entire Euro Union and
that any EU initiative would
not interfere in Turkey's inter-
nal affairs.

Ankara afraid

is that

A==

Ocalan's trial in a European fo-
rum, as has been s ted, may

‘turn into a inquest on Turkey's

treatment of its Kurdish mi-
nority which Ocalan said on
Wednesday his guerrillas were
protecting against Turkish at-
tempts at "genocide”.

Turkey's Justice Minister
Hasan Denizkurdu said he had
made p aﬁiess in the dispute
during s with Italy's For-
eign Trade Ministtr Piero
Fassino who visited Istanbul
for the soccer match.

In Rome, D'Alema said
Ocalan could be tried in a third
country under international

conventions against terror-
ism, but did not say where,
"Ocalan has to be brought to
trial for the acts of terrorism
with which he is charged.” he
said.

“There is undoubtedly a need
to ensure a fair trial of a person
who is accused of grave terrorist
crimes. A fair trial would in-
clude the right for him to defend
himself...a trial in which a per-
son being accused can also put
forward his motives.”

Any EU initiative for an in-
tmaunna] court to try Ocalan
and help find a peaceful solu-
tion to the Kurdish problem did
not constitute interference in
Turkey's internal affairs, he
said.

The match coincided with
the appointment of Bulent Ece-
vit as Turkey's new prime min-
ister after his predecessor fell
in a corruption scandal. Ecevit

Turkey, Italy seek end to row

is likely to maintain Turkey's
tough stance over Ocalan.

urkey mounted a mam-
moth security operation with
some 22,000 police, gendarmes
and truﬂgs. on duty for the soc-
cer match.

But bemused Juventus play-
ers were greeted by Galatasaray
fans tossing white lillies in the
path of their coach as they ar-
rived in Istanbul for the match
which Turks saw as a test of
their self-image as a hospitable
nation.

The Iltalian team had
pressed concern at playi
Turkeg. where Italian flags
have been burned in angry
street protests.

"Juventus reacted unneces-
sarily and saddened us a great
deal but what was important
was to show everyone the gen-
tlemanly conduct of the Turks,”
said Galat fan Savas Al-
tay after the match. Former
soldier Altay lost a leg fighting
the PKK.

Police moved quickly to dis-
perse a small group of rowdy
Turkish fans protesting at
rough security treatment during
the match, but most supporters
moved away peacefully and the
Juventus team left for the air-
port without incident.

Ocalan, Turkey's most
wanted man, was arrested in
Rome on November 12 on a
German warrant but Bonn has
sizljd it will not seek his extradi-
tion.
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Marcos Paulo of Cruzeiro takes the ball past a diving Lussenhoff of San I.nran:n during |

their Mercusor Cup second semifinal in Buanna Aires on Wednesday. The two drew 1-1

but Cruzeiro advanced into the final to set up an all Brazilian clash with Palmeiras.
: — AFP photo

}turm:d his Euro

Galatasarays Rumaman mldﬁelder Ghenrghe Hagl makes an aburture attempt tu sneak Lhe ball over the Juventus wall
during their Champions’ League match in Istanbul on December 2. The match ended 1-1.

— AFP photo

(Galatasaray scrape tense ngo,m
draw with Juventus

SA coach

JOHANNESBURG, Dec
3(Reuters/Internet): South
Africa named unhearlded Trott
Moloto as their new national
soccer coach on Thursday,
ending months of apcculatlun
and controversy.

e
e

- The 42-year-old was assis-
tant to Frenchman Philippe
Troussier at the World Cup in
France and had also acted as
caretaker coach when South
Africa started their African
Nations Cup qualifying cam-
Eijgn against Angola in Octo-

r

He has been given a contract
until March 2000, which incor-

rates the next Nations® Cup
inals in Zimbabwe.

The announcement, made by
the South African Football As-
sociation (SFA), ends a long-
running saga which has seen
South Africa chase Ruud Gullit.
Ron Atkinson, Berti Vogts and
Carlos Alberto Parreira for the

sition. vacated by Toussier
after the World Cup.

The SFA have been widely
criticised for their failure to
entice a leading international
coach to take on the position
and for a series of botched dis-
cussions with potential candi-
dates.

Parreira visited South
Africa last week for discussions
but turned the job down at the
weekend.

Moloto's first match will be
a friendly international
against Egypt in Johannesburg
on December 16 -- a repeat of
this year's Nations Cup final
won by £,

He told reporters on Thurs-
day that he was confident he
would be able to bring success to
the team and said he would
name his coaching staff- in
early January. Moloto also said
he would reveal an 18-man
squad for the Egypt match on
Monday.

The South Africa-born
coach has limited club experi-
ence in the country, havin
worked at Kaizer Chiefs an
Umtata Bucks.

Mahdavikia on
way to Wanda

BEIJING, Dec 3: Iran's Mehdi
Mahdavikia, who scored the
winning gual in his country’'s
World Cup group encounter
against the United States in
June, will be joining Chinese
First Division champions
Dalian Wanda, the club sources
said today, rep-urta Xinhua.

Wanda has been chasing the
21-year-old striker since the
be ng of the year and had
reached a basic transfer agree-
ment with his Iranian club
Pirouzi later, but the deal fell
through after Mahdavikia be-
came a major target of some Eu-
ropean big names reportedly
::gh as he?eﬁ'a Eurtmu%d

Englis er league side
Tottenham Hotspur since his
World Cup success.

But a car accident In Augult
an dreams
sour and the Asia's yuunF
layer-of-the- once lost his
st line spot in the national*
squad because of wounds.

DHAKA FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1998

Smrtﬁ

Bangkok Asian Games

Participants not worried

about air pollution!

BANGKOK. Dec 3 (AP): Where
there's bad traffic, there's bad
pollution, so athletes taking
in the 13th Asian Games
ge Sunday in Bangkok
worried, right?
c:s a.nd no.

The harmful effects of pollu-
tants such as ozone, carbon
monoxide, fine particles, sulfur
dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and
lead are well known. Air pollu-
tion contributes to lung disease,
including r:spiratngy tract in-
fections, asthma and lung can-
Cer.

A person t rigorous ex-
ercise increases his intake of
air by as much as 10 times over
his intake at rest. For en-
durance athletes. such as
marathon runners and cyclists,
the increase is even higher,

At the same time, breathing

the nmuth bypasses the
nose the 's natural filter
against impurities in the air.

All of which means that if
there are nasty things in the
air, an athlete will get more
than his or her fair share.

Children at play breathe
more and faster than adults,
and are generally more at risk,
Some cities ban schoul
when there are hea lev-
els, as ha ed in anuarjr last

in Lyon, France.

When it comes to major in-
ternational sporting competi-
tions, however, air pollution
seems to be a minor concern.

Pollution levels don't seem
to be a big consideration when
it comes to selecting competi-
tion sites — witness the choice

Ammeo alert!

BANGKOK. Dec 3(Reuters/
Internet): Japanese and United
Arab Emirates Asian Games
shooters had their ammunition
impounded by Thai customs on
Thursday.

Gnmu officials said the
mini-shootout between
marksmen and customs offi-
cials broke out when the two
teams sent ammunition ahead
of them by air cargo rather than
following instructions to have
it travel on their flights.

Thai customs officials, al-
ways on the alert for illegal
weapons imports because of the
civil war in n bouring Cam-
bodia, briefly suspected the
Asian Games ammunition con-
signment was a ruse to get
round import rules.

However, salvoes fired by
Games officials sorted out the
problem and the ammunition
was released within 24 hours.

"We appeal to all teams to
follow the rules and have their
ammunition travel with their
shooters.” a. Games official said.

of past and future Olympic
cities such as Mexico City. Los
Angeles, Atlanta and Athens,
Greece. none of which would
win any clean-air awards.
Statistically, Bangkok's pol-
lution levels don’t fare particu-
larly better or worse than other
megacities, an observation sup-
by the comments of some

viaitmi teams.
Dr Raul Alcantara, a sports

doctor accompanying the
Philippine team. is bringing
asthma dru [FS just in case his
athletes sufier any pulmonary
problems.

“If the pollution in Bangkok
will just be the same level as in
Manila, I don't think that will

much of a problems for our
athletes,” Alcantara said.

Air pollution is not a cton-
cern of the Japanese team, said
Hitomi Kurokawa., a spokes-
woman for the Japan Inter-
national Olympic Committee.

Members of the Chinese
basketball team were similarly
unfazed. China's cities suffers
from some of the worst air pol-
lution in the world.

"Pollution is é:rrctly terﬂhle
in Bﬂ]t‘l;lﬁ these days too,”
pia?:r Zhizhi.

leader Kuang Lubin put
a better face on it.
“The Asian Games Vill

e is
in the suburbs of Bangkok so |
think the air there should be

quite good,” Kuang said.

His opinion is shared by
many people, including at least
one member of the Bangkok
Games medical subcommittee.

Pollution levels at the com-

'petjtlun sites are apparently

not known. An official at the
Pollution Control Department
of Thailand's Ministry of Sci-
ence, Technology and the Envi-

ronment said Wednesday they
had taken no measuremernts at

; the venues.

Pollution and environmen-
tal issues have barely been ad-
dressed by the B Games
urganisera Serious efforts are
being made to curb traffic, but
this is more to facilitate travel
between venues than out of ex-
plicit concern for air quality.

Atlanta, which hosted the
1996 Olympics, has yet to meet
US federal clean air standards
for ozone that were set in 1990.

But in an efiort to curb pollu-
tion at the it or sed a
"Clean Air Team™ transport
fleet of 700 trucks, vans, aecmm
and buses opera on alterna-
Elvc fuels sur.&h as natural gas,

ectricity an

Athens, Eru:lp?:s‘; year to
host the 2 {14 Glmpmu. has
some of the highest pollution
levels in Europe. For several

years the t has man-
dated staggered working hours,
am:l during odic smog emer-

11:5 it places Hmits on traf-

n the citj,r centre. It has a

1an to reduce smog by 25 per

t::nt by the time the games roll
around.

Thailand has successfully
tackled some of its air pollution
problems in recent years, most
nutablir bringing down the lev-
els of lead and I:El.l'bﬂll monox-

Paruculatcs remain a major

oblem, however, and the Pol-
ution Control Department's
most recent available daily
reading, for Tuesday, showed
the amount of fine particles in
the air around the capital to be
on the cusp between "moderate”
and "unhealthful” levels, still a
long way from the worst cate-
gory of "hazardous.”

Chref of Alr Staff A.u' Vlce Marahal Jamal Uddm Ahmed

(2nd from right)

giving away the Air Force annual

athletic champions trophy to the winning captain of Base

Zahurul Haque in Chittagong on December B, e

i

LDND(}N* Dec 3:
Tottenham Hot-
spur knocked Ma-
nchester United
out of the English
League Cup quar-
3-1 on Wednesday

terfinals
with two headers by Chris Arm-

strong and a blistering lo
range shot from David Ginola,
reports Reuters.

In the night's other clash,
1997 winners Leicester City

Rﬁgen DC
United’s new

coach

WASHINGTON, Dec 3:
Dutchman Thomas Rongen was
named coach of two-time Major
League Soccer champions DC
United here Wednesday, his
third coaching job in the
league's three-year history. re-
ports AFP.

Rongen replaces Bruce
Arena, who will leave to take
charge of the United States na-
tional team after the club plays
Saturday's International Cup
final against Brazil's Vasco da
Gama at Fot Lauderdale,
Florida. Rongen, 42, was fired
from the New England revolu-
tion in August after an 8-18
showing. He went 15-17 with
New England in 1997 after a 20-
12 season in 1996.

United won the first two
league crowns and reached this

made sure of their semifinal
berth by beating Premier League
tailenders Blackburn Rovers 1-
0 at Filbert Street.

Armstrong struck after a

%nalless first half, his opener
or Spurs coming in the 48th
minute when Allan Nielsen
chipped the ball in for Ruel Fox
to nod on to Armstrong's head.

The forward doubled his
tally in the 55th after a moment
of individual brilliance by
David Ginola on the wing. The
Frenchman skipped around the
ball before sending a left-footed
cross straight into the box for
Armstrong to bang in.

Former Spurs favourite
Teddy Sheringham, jeered by
the crowd, pulled a goal back for
United in the 70th minute with
a twisting header off a cross
from Phil Neville.

G]-lignhu]a upt;&standln
throughout, wra up vict
in the 86th with I;.n uns?nppat:lr%
ffﬁ -footed mca[ﬂ?:t shot past the

espai oalkeeper.

Unin-ng.g who I1:'.11:151.«:14& nine
changes from the weekend, were
without Danish goalkeeper Pe-
ter Schmeichel and other first
team players but still had the
likes of Ryan C«igﬁE Norwegian
Ole Gunnar Solkjaer, Nlck}r
Butt and Sheringham.

Neoil Lennon scored Leices-
ter's winner in the 67th minute,
rising unmarked to head in
against the run of play shortly

alter striker Emile Heskey went
uﬂ' injured.

Holders Chelsea went out on

English League Cup

Spurs show MU the way out

First Division Eunderland
reached the semifinals by
beating Second Division Lutun
Tuwn 3-0.

Johnson’s
prayer

TORONTO, Dec 3: Ben John-
son has filed an application for
reinstatement with Canada's
track and field federation, the
Toronto Star reported Thurs-
day, says AP.

Athletics Canada. the gov-
erning body, will discuss John-
son's request at their general
annual meeting in Ottawa this
weekend. Johnson was banned
for life after twice testing posi-
tive for drugs — including at the
1988 Olympics in Seoul.

Johnson tried to win rein-
statement through the Ontario
courts by saying his lifetime
ban is a restraint of trade, but
lost that case and a subsequent
appeal in September.

"I now feel that dialogue can
take place now that the court
case is behind us,” Athletics
Canada resident John
Thresher told the Star.

If Athletics Canada agrees to
put forward Johnson's applica-
tion, it would go before the
Canadian Center for Ethics in -
Sport, which would appoint an
independent arbitrator to hear
the sprinter's case.

If successful in Canada,
Johnson would still have to ap-
Eog] to the world guverning

year's final only to fall to Tuesday, losing 2-1 at London y of track and field (IAAF) to
Chicago. neighbours Wimbledon, while compete internationally,
T2 | " "B b 8 @ o [
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