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Winter brings hawkers' heaven to the highstréet |

=LA -

-
: re ood and
By Mir A Zaman indeed mﬂg . l. Jlf'e |
“Seventy taka for one hi mu b 2 E':
sweater, half or full... no more, ankets them Rm—

no less ... fixed price ...made in
Japan ... come and get one,”
wert on the man in a mono-
tonous tone. The ‘marketin
strategy’ he uses is age-old an
quite a familiar feature in the

blankets are

us and we, in turn, sell them to
whoever wants it,” said Ismail,
who had four or more blankets
in his possession, in wait for a

‘good’ buyer.

There are plenty of ‘good’

flirted our way

hood, s
and a head 1
for the feet, break-dance was
ing root in the domestic

O flirt is human nature. Biologically, we all

d adult-

“tlt: a butter heart,
ter than fleeting
b eferred to seek-
."Maturity never

A Small Pleasure of

for keeps.
clouds. As
tics.

ment — in cash or kind. One is :
not for sale, and the other is for trading and not

Political flirtation is one of the spices of poli-
or otherwise. Politicians are not

with non-issues. it is

dimmed or the asant . | much safer than playing with live tissues and
?naékeévgﬁyis \}Sﬁégrfa;ﬁ ﬁ:?}caht buyers of used winter clothes. I although the pleasure depended heavily on con- | warm blood, and (ﬁﬂ to

market says similar things in a
similar tone.

Some sell sweaters, some
shirts, some T-shirts and just
across the road some sell veg-
etables, too. Still, the man, per-
haps in early 30s, and his col-
lection of sweaters manage Lo
attract attention.

Meandering through the

intense negotiation.

The upper and upper middle-
class tumn to the footpath mar-
kets for warm clothes for the
people who help them in domes-
tic chores: For the lower-middle
and lower class the need is more
immediate.

=] t:ﬁht this sweater for my
son,” Shahjahan Biswas, a
Class IV employee at a govern-

“It's a big relief for people

still for hours, seeking
rest “also ran”. Some lan

flirtatious habit

names and guises —

sensus — in short supply these days — for bilat-
eral arrangements better known as rendezvous.

- Life was of the moment, when eternity stood
cozy corners. First the
in. then the fling; or get fl out. To a
I lucky few, the race was to the

some shattering. What's life without some jog-

or ju for effects or after-affects?
gll-L%l-n:'I e persists throughout

is round and made

the *_ush.
. while the
were soft, and

Come to think of it, some critics c
tals as a kind of with reality. The interest
rate is high, su
low capital. Sometimes wooing is done using
hockey sticks at one end, and with wooden

is
been internationalised into hi

that a bird in hand is worth more than two in

har-

in spite of the

profile ha

nt establishment. “I wish I one's career. with the lor vice batons at the other end. These romantic inter-

maze Cliiatﬁd by {;he wi?_ldml;s on ::I::‘M buv a new one. can't sim- versa). a tradi form of non-confrontation, | ludes ﬁ ﬁtgh dlm to m:rgin groups.
the wa l}vﬁ}rst.__?] nf;g & e uﬁ_‘f ply afford a new one.” was unofficially overlooked. The biological At il tlml‘:ﬂ o level, %m
S RAadle and Tower-midd] There has been-miscli debate’ | | sttraction between woman and man [ades | 18 e 1 e SSPPaRRS o e e & v
e R B N on the streetside markets, the first?) never went out of . and is I e P e |
repph g e el G 4 problems they create for the pendent of time, place, and motive and nativity mﬁ“ e jal; o

e v N | pedestrans, the ncptiude of | | ot thelack of P e A g e T
" Eb & Hﬁmﬂ;’m o 4 the law-enforcers and so on. Two private individuals are not the only cul- i or '
CAIl Diy. i Oc 005, i  The buyers don't seem to find. prits in the private domain. Flirting now exists | misslies. SEpt ok
gaigﬁgdb%g:i?:i makes way for : in the offices for higher stakes under many It is a pity that a small as

“We don't usually sell a
sweater for less than seventy

i
S b

like me that such markets exist.
They do make moving around

money
to roll and pass on to others. Flirting
boss is more platonic; and not so dry but oily.

with the

under intense media glare.
not digital, but the ‘Bl;e

wking
output of life is
is much faster in

ke ™ Eaid ABi Osman on the walkways difﬂcult.“l:tli:l C;;lffec (money) can be greased (or is it the Et}c di ;al mndc._ w gl::uﬂm
: : ve m e ]
“Sometimes, some buyers Get smart, get warm: Unable to secure a pavement spot, these two hawkers of used winter {:‘i‘{ﬂ;“:‘:a | can gl Mo palm?) mﬂ'ﬂd s uﬂtﬂmfﬂ uﬂﬂr 'ﬁua piet ring

would bargain and bargain, no
matter how many times | tell

- i rivate company. "Even at Flirtation with power, influence and money are a | game. What is life without a chase. and if there
them ‘it's a fixed price shop. ; : : to stand and stare (don't ask me at
ILE:g]ht:q:mﬂill JFKES. I;ndeed. ome Not quite a great expecta- footpaths become their realm, rejected clothes in bales. I don't E ,r.pnqr are asking too well established code of modern life; pla?:; is no time to stan (

used sweaters, a piece of cloth to
spread them on and, of course,
some space on the footpath —

clothes find their trade bit of a handful.

tion, especially after the pain
they take to run the business.
They do have sort of an agree-

ain the law-enforcers fall
back to the state of indifference.
The indifference is, however,

—Star Photo: Zahedul | Khan

have that much money.” Has-
san Ali said, some used
sweaters and flannel shirts

said Abdul Hug, an orderly at a

high a price for me, nowadays.”

Summer, winter or mon-
soon, they have clothes for all

Baikchshish is another name of flirtation; with
sm and cronyism lending a helping hand.

behind the scene, or practised behind the p
It is naked aggression, but invisible.
Corruption is non-romantic flirting. It is cor-

what).

seconds (0.1), with no variations to

But there is no option. What is flirting with-
out the fourth dimension of time? But we are

the

the business was on. Not only inn  ment among themselves and inspired by an agreement be- placed one upon another on the  geagon. paper, the winter rosive, b:[t}d not so ;‘Iﬂﬂﬂ}' a:id d:qr?:g[iﬂg :l:l ;E: Lﬁ?;:qﬂ;c{; 'i:spt:?c:ﬂmcnf utr?lélnlﬁgl E};m %r:: oﬂélr;
Motijheel, they seem to be ev-  usually have little problem as  tween the law-enforcers and the  shoulder and a few mufflers in  has arrived, although heat and genuine » thgntilt:lrt c$p mﬁ;rm“ e e | L D haAnd & & hieh Ty

- erywhere, wherever there is far as distribution ol open space vendors. his hands. humidity of summer lingers. On : er e L s psits unﬁm}r g
some space and they sell all is concerned. After all, the en- "Each ‘shop-owner’ pays Maobility helps ‘especially  the way to the office in Moti- usiness P _mude -J
kinds of winter clothes — tire footpath is virtually under ‘them’25 taka per day to let us when there is a police drive to heel, one may not feel the chill —
sweaters, jackets, mulfflers, their control. continue our business.” said clear the footpaths. The 'shops ut would surely be reminded Pab b I
flannel shirts and woolen There are problems, though.  one young vendor. "But some- and their owners are forced off  (hat winter is here. Used Mannan demands aodnd 0y-polis
gloves. Time and again, the law-en-  times that is not enough. They  the footpaths, but the mobile gyeaters spread on a piece of I

“We buy them in bales from
Sadarghat. One hundred or 120
pieces in one bale. A bale costs
us five to six thousand taka,”
said Osman. "We expect a profit
of ten taka per piece.”

forcers, in a bid to ensure
smooth movement for the
pedestrians, drive them off the
walkways. When things get a
little cooler, they resume their

‘normal routine and again the

still drive us away. Well, things -

get back to normal in a day or
two."

There are some
units' as well.

“I cannot afford to buy old or

‘mobile

vendors continue. All they have
to~do is keep out of the polices
way. Not afways do they sell
‘inferior’ clothes, they some-
times come up with ‘foreign-
made’ blankets. In fact, the

cloth on the walkway and fa-
miliar call, "Seventy taka for
one sweater, half or full... no
more, no less ... fixed price
...made in Japan ... come and get
one.”

Clinton visit still on the cards

Dhaka can no longer carry Rohingya
| burden, Samad Azad says

Foreign Minister Abdus

Ban%ladesh's foreign policy in

it was a positive step in this di-

The {oreign minister who

—

Class 1V Govt

re-polling in Dhaka-10

By Staff Correspondent

Former minister and BNP
leader Major (Retd) Abdul Man-
nan yesterday appealed to the

The tribunal cancelled the
polls results in 51 out of 78 cen-
tres after hea statements of

Showcause on
2 ministers
for 'violating'
code of conduct

PABNA., Dec 3: Two minis-

mmi imme- 86 witnesses over the last two | ters and a government official
empl{)yees E:i;;?nar?:w :;inn = in 51 years. ' have been served with show-
.- centres under Dhaka-10 con- Mannan had origin de- | cause notices by the electoral

want more stituency. The a came af- manded cancellation of results | board on Pabna-2 bypolls for

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Sachibalaya
Class Four employees have de-
manded a 30 per cent dearness

ter an election tribunal on Nov
29 declared voting results at
these centres in the last general
elections null and void.

Import duty on

in all 78 centres, saying that
“massive rigging” also took
place in the 27 centres not can-
celled by the tribunal. Mannan
lost the June 12, 1996 election
by a margin of more than
10,000 votes to his AL rival Dr

alleged violation of the election
code of conduct. reports APB.

- The board asked Post and
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim., State Min-
ister for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed and Finance Ministry's

0 e owance (DA) in view of what Deputy Secretary Dr Mujibur
cterdav gave an  the 21st century.” the Foreign  rection. touched on number of issues | all ce _ X - HBM Igbal . E y ry

S restion that US. president Minister said. E’ Repatriation of Rohingya about Bangladesh's relations | they sald price hike of essen edible oil cut Addressing 2 press conien ol thets eresentafives. b
Bill Clinton might wisit Replying to a question, the refugees resumed on November with other countries in | tials d gas.

Bangladesh sometime next
year, reports UNB.

"There is a possibility," he
told a correspondent at the
weekly press briefing at the

Foreign Minister said that the
%ﬂvernmem is continuing its ef-
orts to solve the remaining bi-
lateral issues with India.

In this context, he referred to

25, less than a fortnight of his
return from Yangon. Since the
resumption of the process, so
far 71 persons went back to
Myanmar in two installments,

Hnlitim—ecnnnmic and other
elds in his regular press briel-
ing, said that the coming meet-
ing of BIMSTEC will determine
at which stage the leaders of the

They are also demanding re-
version to previous work hours,
payment of Eid allowance un-
der new pay scales and payment
of dress allowance with salary.

by 10 per cent

The import duty on crude
soybean oil, palm oil and palm

ence at the Jatiya Press Club
yesterday noon, he said that
soon after the parliamentary
polls he had put forward at least
16 specific allegations, and

through their representatives at
the court of Senior Assistant
District Judge Abdul Hye at 10
am tomorrow to explain their
conducts.

: ‘ ivi- The board issued the show-
: olein has been reduced by 10 per mﬂd a case in the Dhaka Divi
Foreign Office. the process to implement the last being on December 2  five nations will meet in future. The demands were raised at | cent, reports UNB. sion Election. ﬁ?uge after“ttllmnnpiﬁo?ﬁi:ncﬁtﬁ
President Clinton was SAFTA — South Asian Free when 25 Rohingyas belonging The second meeting to BIM- The decision was taken to The BNP leader said that the £k 8 P10

scheduled to visit three South
Asian countries — Bangladesh,
- India and Pakistan — this
;warenid but held back following
nuclear tests by India and Pak-
istan.

Azad said it takes time to
complete security and other
formalities before the Ameri-
can President’s tour. "They are
in the preparation, quietly."

Turning to other issues,
Azad expressed the hope.that
Bangladesh would be in a better
position to uphold the interests
of the LDCs at the commence-
ment of the next millennium.

He said Dhaka has been con-

Trade Area — under the SAARC
umbrella.

The Foreign Minister said
that the process was underway
to give a concrete shape to the
quadrangle comprisin
Bangladesh, India. Nepal an
Bhutan, a sub-regional coopera-
tive structure.

The Foreign Minister: ex-
pressed the hope that repatria-
tion of Rohingya refugees will
pick up and the Myanmar na-
tionals will soon go back to
their homeland.

The resumption of the repa-
triation process is a vindica-

to five families were repatri-
ated. The resumption brought
an end to the 16 months long
deadlock in the process.
Replying to a question, Azad
said he was not aware of the in-
cident of refugees missing from
camps as reported in some
newspapers he said none is be-
ing sent forcibly and persons
who have volunteered to go are
being repatriated.
hen asked about the re-
ported move by some donors.
NGOs and UNHCR to educate the
refugee kids and also to impart
training in different trades to
others, the foreign minister

STEC will be held here from Dec
17 to 19, he said and added that
senior level officials of
Bangladesh. India, Myanmar.
Sr1 Lanka and Thailand will
meet for first two days and state
minister level meeting will be
held on December 19.

Replying to a question on
bringing back the killers of
Bangabandhu, Azad said at dif-
ferent forums like OIC and UN
‘we were assured by both Libya
and Pakistan of their coopera-
tion in bringing back the fugi-
tives." He admitted that the
common perception is that the

.they would launch an

a rally they held yesterday in-
side the Secretariat. Moham-
mad Kuddus Ali and Moham-
mad Mahe Alam, president and
general secretary of the associa-
tion led the employees who
brought out a procession after
the meeting, a press release
said.

Speakers at the rally said
agitation
programme if the demands were
not accepted.

The employees would meet
the finance secretary on De-
cember 7.

ease the upward trend of edible
oil price. The order has been ef-
fective from November 18 and
will remain in force till Jan-
uary 31 (1999), said an official
handout yesterday.

The duty was reduced to 15

per cent from existing 25 per
cent.

More terror
for child maid

By Staff Correspondent

An eight-year old maid was

EC had supplied him a voters’
list of his constituency before
the election. But another voters’
list supplied to him by the Pre-
siding Officer on the polling day
contained an additional list of
20,000 voters. he claimed.

Mannan said that total vot-
ers in 1996 at Tejgaon-Ramna
seat was 2.35 lakh as per the EC
supplied list. but the number of
voters in the Presiding Officer's
list were 2,59 919.

In 1991, he said the total
voters in this constituency were
1.60 lakh.

BNP leaders MK Anwar,

Election Commissioner against
them alleging that they have
been engaged in electioneering
in favour of a candidate of par-
ticular political party using all
official facilities.

Prof Yusuf
Ali dead

Prof Yusuf Ali, first educa-
tion minister of Bangladesh,
died at Ibn-e-Sina clinic in the
city yesterday at 6:30 am. He
was 75, reports UNB.

The veteran politician was

: - At one stage, newly-elected | o o ely heaten up allegedly b Sadek Hossain Khoka, MA | suffering from kidney and
sistently playing a significant tion of the strong desire of the  said they (the donors and oth- gﬂffﬁbi? staying in Pakistan | president of Bangladesh a housewife in the city's (Qé'uly Mannan, Salahuddin Ahmed. | heart ailments. He left behind
role in all infernational fora as governments of Bangladesh and  ers) are Iree to do so after these ‘ Sachibalaya Karmakarta and

shan area yesterday.

: Abu Sayed Khan Khokon and | his wife, two sons and five
the rocrdinator of LDCs to safe- Myanmar to strengthen bilat-  (refugees) are taken back to Azad said "we are trying to | Karmachari Sanjukta Parishad The victim, identified was Nabiullah Nabi were present on | daughters.
guard their interests. eral and good nei urly rela-  their homeland Myanmar. He  bring back all the killers | Nurul Alam and secretary gen- | ap4i daughter of late Rustom  the occasion. : Prof Yusuf Ali, who was an
‘Peace. not conflicts and in- tions between the two countries.  said already burdened with our ~ through the good offices of | eral Abdul Khaleque joined | 41" of palashbagh in Gulshan S ; iBarfant meniber Bf.the fost,
creased economic cooperation  Referring to his recent visit to oOWTl le we cannot carry any friendly countries, Besides | them, who also urged the gov- thana. She was working at a Onall gets independence - Awami League
will be the main thrust of Myanmar, Azad said "l believe... further load. there is Interpol. he added. - ernmént to accept the employ- | . <e on Road No 68 in Gulshan

Dhaka's labour lost in gloomy KL

ees’ demand.

Section-2 for about a month.

Gulshan police, quoting the
FIR filed by Abdi's mother Juthi

new chairman
Star Report

cabinet, later shifted his alle-
giance to dissidents after the
assassination of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

I Begum, said Salma Azim, The government yesterda On April 17, 1971, he read
Mayor admlts dagghter of Capt Anwar Azim of appointed A I Aminul Islam ag: out the declaration of indepen-
From Page 1 Bangladesh Biman, had been the chairman of Sonali Bank. dence at Mujibnagar in

as never done before. Another

torturing the %i_rrl for the last

Islam is currently a director

Meherpur district when the

le of non-partisan | few days on different pretexits.  of the Bangladesh Bank (BB) Mujibnagar government was
By Reaz Ahmad :giim; Ethat r:l the 90 ward | She was tortured dyesterday DY and was the chief economist of |. formed.
Some 12,838 Bangladesh leading to unfair dismissals the Bangladesh High Commis- of remittance. commissioners, irrespective of | the housewife an her brother the Asian Development Bank His namaj-e-janaza was

nationals returned home from
Malaysia in the last three
months after expiry of their
work permits. However, 15,499
others were fortunate enough to
find jobs elsewhere after being
retrenched by the ailing service
industry.

and denials to repatriation
benefits such as air tickets.
Fake work permits are also a
problem:

On January 8 this year. the
Malaysian goverinme 't decided
not to renew the woik permits
of the foreign workers employed

sion in Kuala Lumpur issued
lravel permits to 12 838 work-
ers enabling them to return
home.

According to official statis-
tics, some 3,816 Bangladeshi
workers were repatriated from
deportation camps and jails

There are many reasons why
Bangladesh workers found
their presence in Malaysia ille-
gal. First, says 'an official, those
who went legally with visas but
were not at:c?jpted !‘::Jiy the em-
ployer as the demand for work-
ers was exaggerated or false.

their party affiliation. have
been given equal allotment of
Tk 5(rlakh each a year for road
building, repair, drainage and
construction of pavements.”
His second pledge, Hanif re-
counted, was that holding tax
would not be raised and he had

as she refused to take stale food.
The victim's mother rescued
her and took her to Dhaka Med-

ical College Hospital.
None -.Eas. hﬂeu:vcr. arrested

till last night.

Otficials here say Bangla- in the service sector to replace 'Eil-ll']!i‘I Jan-Oct this year, The Second, workers whose b;rnﬂl;k ke ::ti ait gll:lhuutgﬂkc?gpﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂ M Edlcal Inte rns
deshi workers in Malaysia have them locals. The decision put aysian government paid permits were not renewed e 0 8 no e it 2
been facing various gmhlf:ma at 11:-?51; some 94_5%1 for their trips back home. How- About the third pledge, erad- €nd Strl'.ke, but

for quite sometime now and
that these figures are a testi-
mony to their plight.

Economic slump has forced
comparnies to terminate work-
ers ahead of time, according to
officials at Labour and Em-

recession often cancel work
permits unilaterally, cannot
ay wages and overtime al-
owances in time and tend to
violate employment contracts

Bangladeshi workers in the
service sector.

Many employers closed their
factories and retrenched both
local and foreign workers. Offi-
cials claim Dhaka's Vvigorous
diplomatic efforts have ensured

nounced by the Malaysian ..

thorities gave two and a hall
months to over-stayers, whici:
ended on November 15. During

~this period starting August 31,

ever, there were still 306
Bangladesh nationals detained
in different camps and jails in
Malaysia.

A worker wguld not be able
lo save much alter deduction of
650 ringgit as annual levy, 180

ees' Provident Fund (EPF), ac-
cording to new rules in
Malaysia. Moreover, the depre-
ciation of the currency had re-
duced the real income in respect

Em]ﬂu}r:rﬂ despite the deduction
of levy from the wages of the
workers; third, those who did
not get wages and benefits as per
contract and ran away for bet-
ter jobs elsewhere. And finally.
many workers also fell prey to
unscrupulous agents and em-

Malaysia including 327,000
Bangladeshi workers. After In-
donesia, Bangladesh is the sec-
ond largest exporter of man-
power to Malaysia.

ication of mosquito menace,
the mayor said he had succeeded
to a large extent, but not fully.
His fourth important elec-
tion commitment was to eradi-
cate or control terrorism.
The mayor says, " This is a

city has definitely not totally
become terrorism-free.”

He, however, pointed out
that Terrorism Resistance
Committees have been formed

threaten more

By DMC Correspondent

The interns of the eight gov-
ernment medical college hospi-
tals go for a 72-hour work stop-

The young doctors under the
banner of Young Doctors’
Movement Council said they
will also held rallies at the cor-
responding nedical colleges

(ADB]).

Earlier the former chairman
of Sonali Bank Dr Farashuddin
was made the Governor of the
Bangladesh Bank.

held at the Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque after Zohr
rayers yesterday.

¥ [\:El:tm:{lr Prof Yusuf Ali's body
was taken to Dinajpur town.

F| 2 T Q] <94 (Wed o
ployment Ministry in Dhaka the 15,499 retrenched worlers  ringgit medical examination  ployers who issued them fake | sector where much cannot be age starting today to press
a.ming]hﬂ Bangladesh mission in  re-employment -- mostly in fee Ecr year and mandatory ~ work permits. done without the help of the Enmc their six-point demand (Erﬁﬂl IIGE Ik ""E'I)
* Kuala Lumpur. manufacturing and plantati contribution of 11 per cent of At present, there are 948,000 | home ministry or police. Ter- | including doubling of their re-
Companies hit hard by the A general amnesty - the basic salary to the Employ-  registered foreign workers in rorism has decreased but the | muneration.

y—3¢ for=a Yooy

(Il W51 (ATF AT H-oof:

in al DCC wards, but admitted, | and submit memorandum to
- ~| “Itis only on o the principals. Besides, young (!ma ﬁﬂ C4T® »-00 W
t‘_‘lln«::u::1I|r paplg emphasiséd | doctors working at the private 33 BT >- ﬁ‘ )
US body sounds disaster alert for Bangladesh | i sty shi i | * Scpeind demandS:
metropolitan authori elt e six-point demand also
i y i that if Dhaka Metruptglltan Po- | include introduction of a guide- - o IR IR @I IR WA
Climate change and rising two million tons. of 1998, had more than 88,000 blame tor 1998 weather disas- lice was placed under the | line for employment of newly

sea levels are likely to make
Bangladesh even more vulnera-
ble to future floods, said World-
watch Institute in its report on
weather-related disaster, re-
ports UNB.

The US based non-profit en-
vironment organization said
damage estimates for
Madcnh': "most extensive

of the century” exceeded
$3.4 million.

The report circulated. hg
USIS today (Thursday) sai

worldwide economic loss due to
weather-related disasters is at
least 889,000 million for the 11

months of 1998, according to -

reliminary estimates by the
orldwatch Institute.
This estimate exceeds the
855,000 million in losses for
the entire decade of the 1980s,

million of weather related
claims — three times the claims
in 1997.

The report said that the di-
rect human impact of this

s weather-related disasters

s also been s
As a partial r:uulg of hu-
mankind's interference with

nature, an estimated 32,000
died and at least 300 mil-

ters., but no previous El Nino
has ever been this devastating,
the report said.

Deforestation has left stee
hills bare and unable to abso
rainfall, thus leading to land-
slides and floods. Growing _e‘aﬁ-
ulations have settled on -
nerable” flood plains and hill-
sides.

Some of 1998's most severe

mayor, the law and order in the
capital could be improved
greatly.

Hanif was asked who are his
formidable contenders within
his own party and in the -
sition in the next mayoral elec-
tions. :

“There are many able con-
tenders. It could be Saber Hos-
sain Chowdhury and Mufazzal

assed doctors in private clin-
}::u. providing abundant uugply
of drugs and other goods in hos-
pitals, appointment of more
doctors in government hospi-
tals, resolving the acco a-
tion problem of the interns and
introduction of referral system.
They also vowed to launch
an indefinite strike if their de-
mands are not met within De-

e, 26w ey Mgl Wi ¢ vt oA |
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