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Pinochet's legal
bills mounting

high

LONDON, Dec 3: Former
Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet is ted to run up a
legal bill of around one million
pounds (1.67 million dollars) by
christmas in his fight against
extracélludtlnn according to a re-
port toqay, s ?

The {nde endent daily,
which said it had obtained de-
tails of his lawyers bills, re-
ported he was spending 12,000
gouncls a day to avoid extradi-

on to Sﬂa.ln.

Pinochet, who on Tuesday
retreated to a luxury Iihrlvate €s-
tate near London, will hear by
December 11 whether he must
face p :

Spain wants to put him on
trial for genocide, torture and
terrorism during his 1973-1990
dictatorship.

Meanwhile his new neigh- _

bours appeared less than happy

at his arrival.

"It's disgusting, a real
shame.” was the view of one
long-time resident on the mil-
lionaire's haven of Wentworth.
west of London.

JAKARTA, Dec 3: Indonesia
on Thursday announced an
election timetable for next year,
a move that failed to appease
student protesters
for the immediate ouster o
irP:ﬂdent B J Habible, reports

The also
to set up an inde-

overnment

dropru:l P
.pendent panel to investigate -

ormer President Suharto, who
faces &:-: calls from stu-
dents that he be tried on ¢
of corruption and human
abuses. .

Parliamentary elections
will be held on June 7 and the
top legislative body that is em-
powered to elect a new ent
will convene Aug. 29, House
Speaker Harmoko said.

The announcement of the
election dates came and amid
widespread suspicion among
critics that President B J Habi-
bie would delay the elections
and stall other political re-
forms.

ts

Clinton's lawyers

to put vigorous

defence

WASHINGTON. Dec 3: Law-
yers for US President Bill
Clinton told the Congressional
Impeachment Panel in a letter
released late Wednesday that
they would mount "a vigorous
defence," reports AFP.

Gregory Craig and Charles
Ruff wrote to republican house
udiciary committee chairman

enry Hyde that to do so they
would need to review materials
the panel received from inde-
pendent counsel Kenneth Star-
r's referral.

"Once we have reviewed this
material, we will be prepared to
present a vigorous defence of
the president,” they wrote, as
the panel's self-imposed year-
end deadline loomed.

Clinton faces charges ol
pcﬂur}r. obstruction of justice
and abuse of power stemming
from his efforts to conceal a
sexual relationship with ex-
White House intern Monica
Lewinsky.

T s s ol LS

Honduran police sei

303,000 cannabis plants in an operation

said, AFP r
Police also arrested five

Igancio, 80 kilometres north of t

Six tourists die in Kashmir: s

Indian tourists were killed yesterday when their taxi pl
into a

off a mountain high
state of Kashmir,

way
police said,

Four others were seriously inju

Some students welcomed the
timetable, but others who want
a transitional government now
rejected it. Many have de-
manded the ouster of Habibie,
who took office from Suharto
in May after riots and protests
against his 32-year authoritar-
ian rule. :

Protesters say Habibie, who
has urged students to halt their

street rallies, is a stooge of his .

former mentor.

“Is there any guarantee that
the election under President
Habibie will be fair?" said stu-
dent activist Irwan Sukatmawi-
jaya. "We don't trust the honesty
ufv?-lahihll: since he is just a
shadow of Suharto.”

Habibie, meanwhile, aban-
doned plans for an independent
corruption inquiry of Suharto.
The government had trouble
finding public figures who were
willing to join the panel, which
was viewed as a cosmetic ges-
ture by critics.

Indonesia announces poll
drops independent probe of Suharto

Instead, Habibie again or-

dered Attorney General Andi

Mohamad Ghalib to investigate
Suharto. A previous inquiry by
no evidence of

gd and opponents la-
beled it a w ﬂ.CWEA%.

Ghalib tumed u
wrongdoin

"The president - has in-

structed the attorney general to
imm:dialcl¥ investigate and
o

resident
Ak-

uestion rmer

uharto," State Secretary
bar Tanjung said. In recent
months, Ghalib has met
Suharto twice to discuss corrup-
tion allegations.

Abou
marched peacefull
Jakarta on Thursday said the
government was unwilling to

conduct a serious probe of

Suharto's wealth.

"So far, what the govern-
ment has said is just lip ser-
vice," protester Ri Andarsa

said.
Harmoko announced the ex-

pected June date for parliamen-

200 students who
in central

t elections after a meeting
with Habible and key Cabinet
ministers at Parliament.

The nation’s highest legisla-
tive body, the People's Consul-
tative Assembly, will then meet
in August to elect a new presi-
dent. There is no direct presi-
dential poll.

However, the 1,000-member
assembly is packed with
holdovers from the Suharto
era, including milita ap-
pointees, and critics say it does
not have the credibility to
choose a new leader for the na-
tion of 202 million p:nFIc.

The assembly, which con-
sists of all 500 members of
Parliament as well as delegates
chosen by the president, met

last month to %an the election
and approve other political re-
forms.

"The president will consis-
tently and effectively imple-
ment the decrees of the recent
(assembly) meeting,”" Harmoko
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timetable,

Habibie is cted to run for
president, but his rulin§ Golkar
party has lost credibility be-
cause of its role as an instru-
ment of Suharto's rule for
decades.

Students who want swifter
democratic change protested
the assembly meeting, and
fought battles with security
forces in the streets surround-

ing Parliament. Nine students
were fatally shot. :

Students want military chief
Gen. Wiranto, who as defense
minister attended the meeting
Thursday morning at Parlia-
ment, to be held accountable
for the Nov. 13 shootings.

Indonesia Is enduring its
worst economic crisis in
decades as well as rising reli-
gious tension. Earlier this
week, Christian mobs burned

"mosques in a provincial capital

in retaliation for attacks by
Muslim rioters on churches in
thie capital, Jakarta. -

==

A TR L 7

Firefi ghtrs try

-y

to extinguish fire on a scaffolding of an

unfinished building in downtown Moscow, Wednesday. A
fire swept through at least 15 floors of an unfinished
building of Russia's Supreme Court on Wednesday. People
working in the main courthouse next door were

evacuated. No casualties were reported.

—AP/UNB photo
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ednesday, officials

eports from Tegucialpa.
people following the haul in San

capital.

unged
orge in the northern Indian
says from Srinagar.

in the accident, which oc-

curred near the Kashmiri town of Qazigund, some 80 km south
of the state summer capital Srinagar.

Angolan govt, UNITA blamed:

“Angola’s governmerl and the former rebel
been planting new land mines, causing a sharp

group UNITA have
rise in casual-

ties, several rion-governmental organisations said, A, reports

from Luanda.

In a letter addresseéd to both sides, four or
people had died and 36 were wounded in explosions duri
E?:t two months in the eastern province of

ganisations said 18
the
oxico, about -

southeast of the capital, Luanda.

ik

risoners hurt in Puerto Rico:

at one of Puerto Rico's

est prisons attacked guards

with stones and sticks during a riot Wednesday that eventually

was quelled with tear

. AP says from Ponce.

Ten guards and 17 inmates were injured, none seriously. at
Las Cucharas prison in southerm Ponce. Police said they were
unsure what provoked the violence.

US warns DPRK against missile test:
The United States has made clear to North Korea that any fur-
ther missile tesfs would have serious consequences for US-
North Korean relations, the State Department said Wednesday,

AP reports from Washi

tected North Korean

clined comment on the report.

on.
The comment by spgﬁlcman James P Rubin followed a re-

port in a Japanese newspaper that US s
arations for

satellites have de-
launch. Rubin de-

Blast kills 7 in India: seven mdian vii-

lagers, including a child, were burnt to death when an over-

turned truck carrying ol

Rajasthan &ﬂﬁlﬂﬂ.da}r. the Press

from New

The truck, which rolled on an highway in Amoli village

loded in the northern state of
st of India said, AFP reports

of

the state, caught fire when one of the villagers struck a match

while unloading the fuel.

Yemen asks for int'l aid: vemen, one

of the world's

poorest countries, called Wednesday for interna-

tional aid to combat malaria, which has killed around 2,000

people in two months, AFP
ealth Minister Abdallah

and international or

forts to

from Sanaa.

Wali Nasher urvd regional
sations to contribute to Yemen's ef-
fight the disease "which has been rampant for more

- than twe months in numerous provinces."
US to sell weapons to Taiwan:

The United States intends t0 make certain Taiwan has the
it needs to remain secure, the State Department said

W , AP reports from Washington.
The tion of su came amid reports Taiwan was

cmddamfthtmhmdfmrmﬂmedmﬁmnthe

United States.

US welcomes Cuba move: me st
Department welcomed on Wednesday Cuba's reinstatement of
Christmas as a holiday and called on President Fidel Castro to

Cuban the
B
as

Kashmiri leader says

Media failed to
play its due role

MUZAFFARABAD, Dec 3:
World Print and Electronic
media has not played its due
role on Kashmir and has not

ted Kashmir issue in
its true

AP.
This was stated Farooq A
Niazi Advocate, o Gen-
eral of Jammu Kashmir Human
Rights (HRM) in an Interview
with Television

of Spain, visiting here
., to-
day

Farooq Niazi said of
Kashmir are s pt:uﬂctﬂn

their Internationally recog-

nized t to self-determina-
tion as tion
forces have snatched them
all basic rights

they deserve — "democracy, re-
economic freedom,” AP says from

MIAMI, Dec 3: The screen

shows a room of
and an orderly
other

in an-
. The camera culs

to doctors at work on a dying
man — and then to a grave as
flowers tumble in.

Next is a boardroom where
tobacco company executives
plot. a contentious Senate hear-
ing where they manipulate the
truth and a desolate warehouse
where a blinding flashlight

grates the eyes.
The in the state-

sponsored anti-smoking ads
running in Florida movie the-
aters and on television screens
t conspiracy theories that

cou rival a K;’nt on "The X-
Fﬂ?." reports AP. e
eenagers are a

no one knows is whether the

we face — (to)

ing director
Working Against Tobacco, the
‘Euth arm of Florida's anti-to-

to 17-ye
September knew about the

bl

hands with Prime Minister Mohammed Nawaz Sharif of Pakistun
before a meeting in the Oval Office at the White House Wednesday.

—AP/UNB photo

Little progress achieved
in Clinton-Sharif talks

WASHINGTON, Dec 3: US
President Bill Clinton held
talks here Wednesday with Pak-
istani prime minister Nawaz
Sharif toward preventing a full-
scale South Asian arms race but
little pr was achieved, re-
ports . : -

Bruce Ridel, Director of
South Asian affairs for the Na-
tional Security Council, toid
reporters after the meeting that
nnthlréﬁ of substance had
emerged on the non-prolifera-
tion of nuclear weapons in the
region.

"l would not say that major
developments happened. e
discuusinfns did not show a
change of positions on these is-
m::ghe said.

Sharif's official visit is
aimed at easing tensions
sparked by Pakistani nuclear
tests in May, which followed
surprise blasts by its giant rival
India, the tests raised fears of a
South Asian arms race.

Under a tough 1994 law,
Clinton immediately slapped
sanctions on both countries
and is demanding they sign the

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CT before he will consider
lifting them.

Sharif reiterated his pledge
to sign the treaty between now
and September 1999 during
meetings Wednesday. a White
House spokesman said.

But Pakistan had not
changed its position enough to

warrant the United States lift-
ing all the sanctions, Ridel said.

Sharif. who earlier in the
day welcomed Clinton's over-
tures. told Clinton he feared
India might engage in further
tests.

Ridel., however. shru
this off. saying that the US be-

lieved India would be "consis-
tent” to its moratorium on nui-
clear test.

The Prime Minister [aces
tough opposition o the CTBT
from some factions at home,
and his mment has said it
will sign "only in an atmo-
sphere free ol coercion and
pressure.”

Pakistan is also facing a dire
ccn_ninuc crisis,

Anwar’s pro-ref

orm movement

plans to form political party

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 3:
Former Malaysian Deputy
Premier Anwar [brahim's pro-
reform movement plans to
submit an application this

weekend to form a political

party. The Sun newspaper re-
ported today, says AFIPa

Secretariat member Abdul .

uoted as
er INem-

Malek Hussein was

uayin% that he and o
bers have accepted the chal-

from prime Minister Ma-
ha Mohammad to set up a
party to contest the next general
elections.

Anwar's wife, Wan Azizah,
will be the movement's de facto
leader while the former deputy

remier and finance minister is

remanded in prison d-
ing his corruption trial. ul
Malek said.

He added he would meet Wan

Azizah soon to discuss Satur-
day's appointment with the

registrar of societies.

Mahathir told the reform
movement on Tuesday to form a
political party to challenge the

ent, instead of resort-

i to street demonstrations

following Anwar’'s September
20 arrest.

"These people are cowards,
when they are together in large

- war's arrest, al they

numbers, they dare to do things
but when they are alone, they

k uiet,” he said.
eegl;&aysla has been rocked by
regular protests following An-

have

been more subdued since the
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC) summit in mid-
November.

Fire kills 27
in Manila
orphanage

MANILA. Dec 3: At least 27
m:, mostly children, were
in a pre-dawn fire Thurs-

day which raged through an
aging Manila orphanage, fire

cials said, reports AP.
At least 70 le were in-
side the orphanage and chil-

dren’'s home when the fire broke
out at about 2 am, officials said.
_ The dead included at least 20
chﬂﬁj: i ly lifted th
scuers gingerly lift e
bodies of armsEIl infants wra
in blankets from the remains of

the atructl.m. wh:lc:niélcluded a
two-story two ‘cot-
tages which w;‘?:gbullt between
1913 and 1927,

{ not completely compatible, the

ed

WASHINGTON. Dec 3: The
Clinton administration dis-
missed new Israeli conditions'
for a pullback on the West Bank
and demanded that the Wye ac-
cord with the Palestinians
"should be implemented as
sigried”, reports AP,

The LPu Iback is an obliga-
tion, US State Department
spokesman James P Rubin said
Wednesday in a statement: "We
do not think it is appropriate to
add new conditions.”

At the same time, the US
spokesman condemned an at-
tack on an Israeli soldier in
Ramallah, an Arab town on the
West Bank, which he said "is
clearly the kind of viclence that
has no place in the peace pro-

The attack, in which the sol-.
dier was stoned and beaten.
followed the killing in

Jerusalem of an Arab street
cleaner, apparently slain by an
Israeli extremist.

in Jerusalem, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's office said Wednesday
that troop pullbacks would be
delayed unless Yasser Arafal,

the Palestinian leader, stops
saying he will establish a Pales-
tinian state next May, whatever
the outcome of negotiations
with Israel; that incitement of
rioters be halted; and that Is-
rael alone will decide which
Palestinian prisoners to free
under October's Wye accord
signed in rural Maryland.
Netanyahu took what the
administration acknowledged
was a political risk in the land-
for-security deal with Arafat.
The prime minister's demands,
while new, are rooted in his te-
peated assertions that [srael

could relinquish

another

chunk of the West Bank and free
750 Palestinian prisoners only

if Arafat undertook new mea-
sures designed to protect Israel
[rom violence.

The State Department's swift

rejection of the Israeli condi-

tions puts the administration
on a collision course with Israel

11 days before a scheduled trip
there by President Clinton — a
lan that David Leavy, a White
ouse spokesman. sald was un-
changed.

Clinton spoke confidently
this week of the Wye accord be-
ing carried out despite what he
said are "bumps in the road.”

Arafal, during a visit here
this week, repeatedly asserted
his hopes for a state and called
east Jerusalem "occupied terri-
tory” that Israel is obliged to

| Clinton admin rejects Israeli conditions
to accord with Palestinians E

surrender to the Arabs under
UN Security Council resolu-
tions at the end of the 1967 and
1973 Middle East wars.

The administration had
urged Arafat to soft-pedal his
oals in advance of talks with
srael. When he persisted. Rubin
and other administration offi-
cials were miidly critical and
included Netanyahu's assertion

he will never yield any part of
Jerusalem in their criticism.

The US position was that
neither side should say things
that appear provocative or de-
signed to prejudge the outcome
of negotiations still to be held.

American mediator Dennis
Ross and his deputy, Aaron
Miller. will go to the region in a
few days to try and ease the
conilict in advance of Clinton's
trip, a senior US official said.

New technique
to help kidney
transplants

BOSTON (USA] Dec 3: Re-
searchers have successfully
tested a.new technique that re-
duces the risk of rejection in
kidney transplants between
donors and recipients who are

New England Journal of
Medicine reported Wednesday,
says AFP,

The technique, developed by
researchers at the University of
Wisconsin, Madison, and Lei-
den University in Holland, in-
volves introducing certain ma-
ternal HLA antigens -— not
normally inherited — into the
donor shortly after birth,

Introducing these maternal
antigens into the donor induces
a long-lasting form of tolerance
to later antigen challenges in
the adult, noted the report.

Antigens from non-cooipal-
ible donors are subsiances
which warn the organism of the
presence of a foreign body, trig-
gering the body's immune sys-
temn and, during a transplant.
frequently lead to graft rejec-

l1ion.

UNITED NATIONS. Dec 3:
Irag asked the United Nations
to denounce the United States
for its acts of aggression and
“flagrant interference” in Bagh-
dad's internal affairs, accord-

-ibg tb a-UN-documegtiieleased

chneadag. reports AP. ~ = 1a
Iraq's Foreign Minister Mo-
hammed Sadeed al-Sahhafl
called on the Security Council
to assume its responsibility un-
der the UN Charter and ask the
United States to refrain from
any threats or action against
Iraq or its people.

Iraq agreed to resume coop-
eration with UN weapons In-
spectors as the United States
and Britain prepared to launch
airstrikes on Nov 14.

US President Bill Clinton
derided the following day to
sive Iraq a last chance. but he
h:-ﬂ no
would attack if Baghdad didn't
fully cooperate — and he called
for the overthrow of Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein,

In a letter dated Nov. 30, al-
Sahhaf said the United States

oubt the United Siates’

Iraq urges UN

had now made clear that its aim
was not to ensure Iragi compli-
ance with UN resclutions bul
“to kill civilians and desiroy
[raq's industrial, defense and
security infrastructure in order

ternally.* e

This would have permitted
the US government “to put into
effect its plan to overthrow the
government of Iraq,” he said,

Al-Sahhaf also accused the
United States of threatening "to
use its most deslructive
weapons tc destroy all of Iraq,
withéut any regard for the fate
that would befall the millions
of Iragis.”

Irag's UN Ambassador
Nizar Hamdoon, who transmit-
ted the letier to the Security
Council, said Wednesday he had
not received a response to all-
Sahhaf's request that the coun-
cil convene a meeting to discuss
its charges against the United
States.

"This is what we hope,”
Hamdoon said. "This is what we
warnt." -

+« tow destabilize -the. ecuntry in--

Ask US to stop aggression

The loreign minister ad-
dressed the letter Lo the Securit
Council president, a post which
rotated on Dec 1 from De Utﬁ
US Ambassador Peter Burleig
to Bahrain's Ambassador Jas-

+ sinr Mohammed Buallay.,

Whether the Iraqis get a bet-
ter hearing with Bahrain in the
president’s chair remains o be
seell, .

Bahrain was part of the US-
led coalition that drowve Iragi
forces out of Kuwait during the
1991 Gulf War and the two coun-
tries have not exchanged any
official visits since the conflict.
But Bahrain has often sent hu-
manitarian aid to [raq.

The inspectors must certify
that Irag has destroyed its

- chemical, muclear and biologi-

cal weapons and long-range
missiles before the Security
Council will lift sweeping sanc-
tions imposed after Irag in-
vaded Kuwait in 1990.

UNSCOM's executive direc-
tor Richard Butler, who met
with French officials in Paris
on Wednesday,

Palestinians look back at ambushed and burning Israeli car at a round-about a half mile
from the Jewish settlement of Beit El near the West Bank town of Ramallah Wednesday.
About 150 Palestinian students from nearby Bir Zeit University marched to the
intersection following a demonstration to protest against Israel's refusal to release

Palestinian prisoners, and began attacking Israeli cars. An Israeli sulfiiar who was also a
passenger in the burning car was pulled out, kicked and beaten with stones and fists

before he escaped.

—AP/UNB photo

campaign will stop anyone
from

up.

"That's one gf the challenges
ove that our
" said Jared

ar-old market-

for Students

ogramime wor
ez, the 18-ye

p;?ramme.
The ads are part of a 50 mil-

lion dollars anti-tobacco adver-
unlnlg
April.

state's multibillion-dollar set-
tlement with the tobacco indus-
try and could serve as a model
for other states as they design
broader anti-teen smoking

campaigns.

campaign that begarn in
They are funded by the

ore than 92 per cent of 12
ar-olds questioned ™

cam dubbed "Truth” by or-
isers, according to a survey
released Thursday by Florida

. State University.

"That's right up there with'
Nike and Reebok, if you talk
about ition,” Perez said.

That so many teenaﬁers say
they have seen the ads after
only five months of broadcasts
shows the power of the message,
said Carla Agar, deputy director
of the California Department of
Health Services.

The Florida campaign, done
by a Miami ad agency, was
started after about 600 young-
sters met to devise a way to re-

duce smoking among their

8.
The tobacco industry, which
is defen itself t a 200

billion dollars lawsuit on be-

half of 500,000 Florida smok-
ers, took a wait-and-see ap-
proach to whether the ads can
curb youth smoking.

“Awareness doesn't tell me

~anything. That remains to be
seen whether that has any value
in reducing youth smokin

rates,” said Scott Williams o
Bozell Sawyer Miller, a Wash-
ington-based public relations
firm that represents four of the
country's largest tobacco com-
panies.

Campaign organisers are not
concerned about the lukewarm
reaction from an indu that
they say has spent 6 billion dol-
lars a year on advertising.

Of the 1,867 youngsters sur-
veyed by telephone for the FSU
study, 47 per cent thought to-
bacco companjes use advertis-

ing “to fool
pared with 6.5
And 58 per cent thought smok-
ing has "nothing to do 'with
whether or not a person s cool.”
up from the 45 per cent who
gave that answer five months’
earlier.

percen

ing that 41
sters believe tobacco companies
“try to get young people to
smoke because older peop
smokjng
cent in April.

ung people.” com-
per cent in April.

The margin of error was 5
points.

Willlams dismissed a find-
per cent of young-

_ le quit
or die," up from 15 per

"It's a little bit disturbing

that there's a question in the
survey that characterizes in-
dus
and inaccurate, So |
the validity of the survey right

try behaviour that is false
question

Anti-smoking campaign gains momentum among teenagers

now,” he said. "That's an outra-
geous question.”

Campaign organisers plan to

target attitudes and behaviour
in their battle to educate young-
sters about the dangers of
amukinﬁ. with new ads set for
release in

January.
Organisers already have an

image of what the future holds:

ut to teenagers with -a new

concept. of what's cool.' Pan
across a movie industry that
features fewer characters who
smoke. Zoom in on a state
that's significantly reduced

‘youth tobacco use.

people not to smoke
not good for you, we're trying to

ste
F:rv:_z said.

ng to tell

“"We're not just
ause it's

the appeal of

| Annan likely

to visit Libya

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 3:
UN Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan on Wednesday asked the
UN Sanctions Committee for
permission to make a return
trip from Tunisia to Libya on
Saturday, western diplomats
said, reports AFP.

The letter to the committee
was the first concrete indica-
tion that the UN chief had de-
cided to make the trip in a bid to
secure the transfer of two
Libyan suspects to the Nether-
lands for trial in connection
with the 1988 Lockerbie bomb-
ing.

g.eﬂmnan said before leaving
Algiers for Tunis on Wednesday
that he nﬂﬁht visit Libya. and
noted that he was in touch with
Libvan officials on the matter.
e diplomats told AFP that
the letter asked the sanctions
committee to approve a return
trip by Annan from Djerba,

Tunisia, to "either Tripolk or

Sirﬁhyan leader Moammer
Gaddafi has held talks in Sirte
since Saturday with three
African leaders — Dijibouti
President Hassan Gouled Ap-
tiodon, Gambian President Ya-
haya Jammeh and Democratic
Republic of Congo President
Laurent Kabila — who violated a
UN embargo.

Blair fails to
break impasse

BELFAST, Dec 3: British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
emerged from seven hours of
%ucling talks in Belfast early

ursday without breaking the
impasse between Protestant
and Catholic politicians, re-

ports AP.

But Protestant leader David
Trimble and Catholic leader
Seamus Mallon said some
progress had been made, and
they planned to brief party
members Thursday in the
of reaching a deal to get the
historic April Asaear:c accord
back on track. Although Trim-

ble cautioned that no one

should expect any "dramatic
announcements.



