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National flags of participat'i.ng nations flying in Bangkok ahead of th
scheduled to be inaugurated on December 6.

Games get ready to roll

BANGKOK, Dec 2 (AP): For a
few hours Sunday, Thais will be
able to cast aside worries about
the lingering Asian economic
crisis and revel in a spectacular
cultural celebration marking
the opening of the 13th Asian
Games

Several thousand people got
a sneak preview of the lestivi-
ties Tuesday when the final re-
hearsal for the ceremony was
thrown open to the public at the
last minute.

The rehearsal was originally
supposed to be open, then last
week was turned into a closed
activity for what organisers
said were security reasons.

"Besides, we don't want to
give away the climax of the
event.” Somjainuk Engtrakul.
chairman of the ticketing
committee, told reporters about
an hour before Tuesday's re-
hearsal began.

But stadium guards some-
how slipped up and about 1,500
ordinary citizens were admitted
to the crowd that was originally
supposed to be limited to mem-
bers of the press, foreign digni-
taries, éﬂvﬂrnment officials
and the Games organisers.

With the gates breached, the
decision was made to admit all
comers, and many of the stadi-
um's 60,000 seats quickly filled
up:
F The lucky  spectators
watched 7,614 performers take
part in a nearly four-hour show
of lavishly-produced acts with
the theme "Friendship Beyond
Frontiers."

The combined budget for the
opening and closing ceremonies
is 70 million baht (1.94 million
dollars) and that includes a
large share of donated and at-
cost labour.

For an overture, songs wril-
ten by the country's multi-tal-
ented . King
Adulyadej, the world's longest-

monarch, were played

reignin
by the‘%&siﬂm—stylt Ba k

Symphony. Orchestra a nng
with the Fong Nam band, a kin
of new wave traditional Thai
ensemble,

The emphasis shifted to the
visual for the next act, as hun-
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dreds of performers in ancient
Thai garb marched down the
centre of the field to a majestic
tune, followed by people-drawn
chariots.

Hundreds of primary school
students dressed in colorful out-
fits for the next two perfor-
mances, celebrating both the
unity of Asia and Chai-yo, the
cartoon elephant mascot of the
Games. Elephants have long
been a symbol of Thailand.

The athletes' march then fol-
lowed — with performers as
stand-ins — with representa-
tives of the 41 countries taking
place in what organisers bill as
the last major sporting event of
the 20th century.

At the actual event on Sun-
day. King Bhumibol will offi-
cially proclaim the Games

opern.

Issaraporn Suktha; a gold
medal weightlifter [or Thailand.
at the last Southeast -Asian
Games. will then carry the

torch into the stadium, and
Somluck Khamsing. a boxer
who won Thailand's first-ever
Olympic gold medal in 1996 in
Atlanta. will take it the last lap
to light the flame.

The artistic high point came
next, as the warlike beat of
drums announced the Gather-
ing of Heavenly Spirits, a show
based on the Indian Ramayana
epic; the basis for much ol tra-
ditional Thai mythology, liter-
ature, and performing and fine
arts.

The field became a swirl of
giant snakes, swans, birds, an-
gels, and other mystical crea-
tures,; all cheered by the crowd.

Another performance cele-
brating the unity of Asia capped
the show, with four large swan
floats pulled to the middle of
the field, to each tethered a %1
ant balloon symbolising the
sun. moon, earth and a giant lo-
nhis.

e 13 Asian Games
—AFP photo

BANGKOK, Dec 2: The tens of
thousands of sports fans ex-

ted to flock to the 13th Asian

ames daily are being urged to
use shuttle buses to avoid wors-
ening Bangkok's world-class
traffic jams, reports AP.

Bangkok has taken extraor-
dinary measures to ease con-

estion during the two-week

ames. New highways link the
main venues, schools will be
closed to keep parents off the
roads, traffic-choking road-
works will be closed and thou-
sands of traffic police are being
deployed,

But Virach Chkativivat, di-
rector of the Centre for Public
Transport for the Games, fears
it won't be enough if people in-
sist on taking their private cars
to the sporting events.

"I want to ask games specta-
tors to refrain from taking
their cars to the main venues,
Virach said Tuesday.

Thai -
bug squads

BANGKOK, Dec 2: [Reuters/
Internet): Bug squads will stand
watch round the clock at the
Asian Games swimming arena
to counter invasions of insects
from the countryside, officials
sald on Tuesday.

Thousands of dead insects
have been found floating in the
pools at the partially covered

-arena at Thamassat University
on the northern outskirts of

.

& phan Chanmanee; the
Swimming Association of
Thailand's coordinator for pool
facilities, said pest control

units had been assigned to ex-
terminate insects within and
ry two days
ames begin this
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Former heavyweight champions George Foreman (L) and Larry Holmes pose during a press
conference in Beverly Hills on December 1. The boxers will slug it out
Bash' bout to celebrate their 50th anniversaries on January 23 in Houston, Texas.

in a Birthday

—AFP photo

DOHA; Dec 2:
World champion
Australia Rodney
Eyles was bundled
out of the World
Open squash cha-
mpionship in the second round
by Belgium's Stefan Castele
who had never got through the
qualifving competition before,
reports AFF.

Casteleyn 24 won in 61
minutes 12-15, 15-10, 15-13, 17-
16, and now plays the English
left-hander Cﬁris Walker
ranked 12 the two have never
played other before except in
the English lea%l:.

Eyles who has had a poor
season and only once pro-
gressed beyond the guarterfi-
nals in four tournaments must
have anticipated danger; be-
cause Casteleyn in past meet-
ings had always run him close
without beating him.

Casteleyn who since Monday
is ranked 21 in the world said "1
always thought it was a matter
of time before [ gol one in on
Rudneﬁ and, as it happened [ did
it o this big occasion.”

It was Casteleyn's superb
athleticism and his ability to
play telling shots at the right
time that carried the day.

He was also calmer in criti-
cal situations such as at 13-all
in the third game in which
Eyles had fought back from a 4-
3 deficit and in the closing
stages of the decisive fourth.

This time, Eyles led--12-10;
only to hit down to lose the next
two rallies.

As the crucial game reached
its climax, Eyles suddenly

seemed to realise that his title
was falling out of his grasp and

at which he played last year's
final against Peter Nicol, in
Huala Lumpur.

At the same time, however,
Eyles was becoming increas-
ingly tensa and began to dispute
the referee’s decisions.

Casteleyn remained calm
and got to match point with an
incisive volley drop. But in the
next rally, he mistimed his re-
turn at a ball which was almost
hugging the backhand wall and
the game went into setting.

Now both players scored al-

Japan’s hope

TOKYO, Dec 2. Japan hopes
to win at least 64 gold medals at
the Bangkok Asian Games
starting Sunday, a team leader
said on Monday. reports Xin-
hua.

The Asian Games are an
"important event for us as we
look ahead to the Sydney
Olympics in 2000." Teruji Ko-
gaﬁ;nsaid at a ceremony inaugu-
rating Japan's team for the
Games, Prince Akishino the
yvounger son of Emperor Aki-
hito, attended.

"We would like to win more
old medals than we had in the
ast Asian Games' in Hi-

roshima, Japan, in 1994, Ko-
gake added.

Four years ago, China won
the most 125 golds, followed by
Japan with 64 and South Korea
with 63.

Japan is sending 634 ath-
letes to compete in all 36 sports
to be contested in the Games
and particularly hopes to win
gold medals in judo, swimming,
track and field, rugby, karate

Belgian baffles Eyles

ternately.. Eyles won the first
point with a volleyed drop and
then was penalised for obstruc-
tion.

A backhand drop put the
champion 16-15 up.

The Belgian's response was a
volley drop. aimed only a hair's
breadth above the tin. The ball
died as it fell.

Eyles's nerve cracked and he
conceded the decisive point
with a desperate shot as his re-
turn of serve drummed the tin.

Australia had a disastrous
day all round as Dan Jenson
failed to justify his tenth seed-
ing, bowing to Australian-born
John White, who in September
claimed registration for 5cot-
land as Edinburgh is his fa-
ther's place of birth.

Two games down, Jenson
made a spirited recovery and
saved a match point in the
fourth game to stretch the con-
test to a fifth game before going
down 15-11, 15-12, 12«15, 16-
17, 15-10.

Jenson's exit lefl only two
Australians surviving in the
last 16, Anthony Hill, the sev-
enth seed, and Billy Handrell.

Top-seeded Peter Nicol, of
Scotland. had a comfortable
straight games win, in 34 min-
utes, over Amir Waigh, of Egypt.
but did not look at his sharpest.

Nicol's main rival for the: ti-
tle. Jonathon Power, of Canada,
had to fight harder than the 15-
13, 15-13, 15-6 score suggested
against Tim Garner of England.

Power, whp suffered a nasty

ankle injury a year ago and who-

wore a brace over it, overcame
repeated attacks of cramp and
plays his fellow Canadian,
Graham Ryding, in the third

S0 Malty

- Holmes
on Tyson

BEVERLY HILLS. Dec 2 (AP/
Internet); Former champion
Larry Holmes, who made four
unsuccessful attempts to regain
his heavyweight title after a
1985 loss to Michael Spinks,
doubts Mike Tyson will be a
champion again.

"He can win a few fights and
et a shot, but [ don't think he
as it in his heart to get his title

back,” Holmes said Tuesday at a
news conference to promote his
Jan. 23 fight against former
champion George Foreman,
who tums 50 on January 10.

Tyson is scheduled to launch
his latest comeback January 16
against Francois Botha.

Holmes and Foreman will be
a combined 99 years old when
th:g enter the Houston As-
trodome ring 26 years and one
day after Foreman first won the
heavyweight title with a second-
round knockout of Joe Frazier
on January 22, 1973.

"Tve been training harder for
this fight than for any other
fight," said Foreman, who said
he expects to weigh between 237
and 245 pounds.

Foreman has not weighed
less than 250 pounds since he
was at 244 in 1988, the second
year of his comeback froma 10-
year retirement.

’ Holmes turned 49 in Novem:
€r.

‘I'm 49, but 1 fight like I'm
29." said Holmes, who held a

ortion of the hea eight title
rom 1978-85. Cha

Africa beckons

Marion

RALEIGH, North Carolina,
Dec 2: Women's sprint star Mar-
ion Jones, fondly recalling an
emotional trip to South Africa's
black Soweto township last
fall, said Tuesday she is plan-
ning a return visit and hopes to
competle there next March, re-
ports Reuvters,

"It's our thinking that 1 am
going to compete in a couple of
the South Africa meets,” the
women's world athlete of the
year said in a telephone news
conference from her home in
Apex, North Carolina.

"Maybe I'll jump in one of
them and maybe run a 200"
said Jones, who visited Soweto
in September prior to the IAAF
World Cup of athletics in Jo-
hannesburg. .

"The Soweto experience was
incredible.” said Jones, indicat-
ing she would like to conduct a
series of clinics for township
children on her return. "Getting
a chance to see the kids" eyes
light up when they saw the ath-
letes... they pretty much loved
life, and it was exciting to see
that.

"l want to go back to Soweto
and may be some of the other
towniships and just kind of be a
part of their lives. We train so
much, we travel so much, we do
meets, we sometimes
forget about what is really im-
portant. That kind of, for me,
put a couple of things in per-
spective... there are people out
there who have to live hard-
core lives every day they wake
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Songs Show) 6:30 Zee News &
Business 7:00 Bhakt Songs 7:30

—AFP photo | raised his game to the high level  and yachting. round tomorrow. up.”

Saga 3:00 Jack Hanna's Anmimal  News' Hindi 11:00 Vision Be-  Bengali Movie Rang Birangee 11:00 Hum Sub dia’s Most Wanted 5:00 Wohl! Hgg E?i?:rl? ngc[imﬂ_étuu%g;ﬂa-
Adventures 3:30 Small Wonder ond: 50 11:30 Zee News 12:00 ' Ek: Har 11:30 Khoya Khoya %‘IJH b b brands 12:30 UGC Prog:
4:00 Brittas Empire 4:30 World erh Shahar 12:30 Centre Chand 12:00 overs & 1 00 1itness T'lus 6:30 Ek Nazar gkl B
News 5:00 World Business Re-  Stage 1:00 Mystery Unfold 1:30 ANNH 1 Shakhers 12:30 Yeh Sadi Naly |uim Frailer Show) 700 Disacy
port 5:30 Home Improvement 2:00 Zee News: Hindi 2:20 r ~Ho Sakti 1:00 Chamatkar 1:30 Hour Cartoons 8:00 ﬂué E RK
6:00 World's Most Dangerous Zee Face To Face 2:300 Hum Cine Chps 2:00 Boogi Woogi Minute 8:30 Chasme Da S
Animals 7:00 Walker Texas Zameen 3:00 Zee News: Hindi §:55 Vande Mataram & 2:30 Indian Holiday 3:00 Hum- 2:00 Amaanat f‘EP'_ﬂ 9=3“Ex-
Ranger 8:00 Theiftakers 9:00  3:30 Help line 4:00 Hindi Fea-- Thought of The Day 6:00 Serial. log 3:30 Ek Mahal Ho Sapno- Zone #bp-13 10:30 Darar #:p-
The Bold and The Beautiful 9:30  ture Film (B/W) Aradhana 6:30 'UGC Pro- Ka 4:00 Cine Matinee: Hindi 200 11:00 Bancgi Apni Baal o5 oo vonisis Toons 6:30
Home librovement 10:00 rammes 7:30 Samachar 7:45 Feature Film:; Nehle Pe Dehla #Ep-281 11:30 Zee News 11:50° The Real-Adventute of Jhonny
World's Most Dangerous, Ani- CC Progeammes/Good Moo 7:00 Cireus Dibalunkh van) 225, 00,000 TR Araller 5.0 Tom & Jerry Kids 7:30 The

: g India 8:45 The News 9:00 7. attle © wood 8:00 A I3 Ao ! : ] 5
e e e MIYINDIA Cfcren Affurs Round Table Ciow Uilps (Faier Show) .30 Movi 230 Kin Super 7 Mka:  [opeye Show 00 Scoaby &
Home Improvement 1:30 9:30 Tapasya: Serial 10:00 5¢-  Star Yaar Kalakar (Songs Game » he}?‘vﬂ:ﬂﬂ Hind} Eenturetilm lope 9:00 Josie & pussycate 9:30
Newhart 2:00 Brittas Empire 7:00am Non: Stop Hits 8:00 rial : Arakhaniya 10:30 Serial | Show) 9:30 Just Mohabbat (B/ W) OFd The T ittla lg:ﬂn Eﬁ:mtslnne
2-30 The Bold and Beautiful MTV Han%igdg Out V] Tarang 11:30 Serial : Youg 10:00 Aahat 10:30 Bhanwar Kids 10:30 Riche Rich 11:00
3:00 The Wonder Years 3:30 Mr Rahul /Sonia 9:00 Classic MTV"  12:30 Serial. Aurat 1:00 5Serial.  (Based on True Story) 11:00 Ek

Top Cat 11:30 Captain Planet

Raan

DD METRO

7:00am Yoga 7:15 Bhakt Sagar
7:45 Busimess Aay Tak 8:00
Good Morning To eg.r 9:00 The
First Edition 9:00 Serial 9:30
Current Affairs Prog 10:00 Se-
rial: Pankhudivan 10:30 Saat

Sharat ki Sang 11:30
5TV 12:30 UTS Shopping 1:00
Music/ Drama 130 Ken

12:00 Scooby Doo 12:30 The
Cartoon Grand Pix 1:30 Fantas-
tic Max 2:00 Crocadoo 2:30 The
New Scooby Doo Moyles 3:30
Galtar and the 4:00 Centurons
4:30 Swats Kats 5:00 Ninja
Robots 5:30 Flintstones 6:00
T[}&J & Jerry Kids 6:30 Crodadoo
7:00 The Mask 7:30 Desters
Laboratory 7:45 Whats a Car-
toon! 8:00 The Addams Family

Kashan 2:30 UTS Shoppin

8:30 Scooby Doo Where Are

8:25 Serial 9:00 Samachar 9:30
The News 10:00 Serial: Matti Ki
Rang 10:30 Serial: Kaal Purush
11:02 Senial: Jung 11:32 Serial:
Jaal 12:02 Serial: Boot It Com:
puter

SONY TV

7:30am Jeevan Mulya B:00
Risiprasad 8:30 Khoya Khoya
Chand 9:00 Hum Log 9:30 Cine
Chps 10:00 Pop Pouri 10:30

Jagran 8:00 Suniye Zee 8:30
Hip Hip Hurray 9:00 Disney
Hour fgrtﬂﬂns 0:00 Ek Nazar
10:30 TVS Saregama: Classic
11:15 Guldasta: Trailer Show
11:30 Yehi Hai Zindegi 12:00
Tere Mere Sapne #Ep:18 12:30
Low Cal Show 1:00 Naye
Nazrane (Trailer/Songs) 1:30
Daily Sope: Shanti 2:00 Daily
Sope: Hum Paanch 2:30 Daily
Sope: Paribartan 3:00 Daily
Sope: Hi Zindegi Bye Zindegi
3:30 Daily Sope: Gilsila 4:00
Daily Sope; Amar Prem 4:30 In-

You 9:00 The Popeyee Show

DD INTL

9:30am Cg:enin & News 1n En-

lish 9:4 BUEI‘%I.E‘SE Plus 10:00

angeet Sitara (Film Magazine)
10:30 News Track (Reporting)
11:00 Light Music 11:15 Adalat
(Serial) 11:45 Mollah Nasrud-
din (Serial) 12:15 Bharat Sama-
char (News in Hindi) 12:30 TBA
1:00 Hindi Film 10:00 Hindi
Film (Rpt).

2:55 Samachar/News 3:1
Sports Time 3:30 Dhalti Sham
e Surag'_. 4:00 Ank Ajoobe 4:30
World Sports 5:30 Super Hu-
man Syber Squad (Senal) 6:00
Phantom 6:30 Boy Meets World
7:00 Blossom 7:30 Metro Club:
All out Star Show 7:50 Enter-
tainment Now/Cinema Cinema
8:00 Sunehre Geet 8:30 Comedy
Serial: Kuch Kahania 9:00 Se-
rial: Ttihaas Ki Prem Kahani
9:30 Sea Hawks 10:00 Hindus-
tani ; Serial 10:30 Aaj Taak
(News) . 10:50 Jeene Ki Rah

OUR CHOIC

2 |

Baywatch Nights on Star Plus
Blues Boy at 9:30 today

In Blues Boy, Mitch, Garner and Ryan must protect a
young boy’s life when his uncle, fresh out of prison, seeks
to kidnap him for information leading to the recovery of
one hundred thousand dollars in stolen money. A young
boy, Willy Simon, comes to the agency to hire Mitch, Garner
and Ryan to find his father Ned after they were chased by a
man who attempted to kidnap Willy at gunpoint.

p— & T T

Romance on Star Movies
Blaze at 7 tonight

Inspired by fact, Paul Newman stars as the late
Governor Earl K Long whose scandalous r omance
during the late 1950s with a flamboyant r edhead put
the state of Louisiana in a state of shock and r ocked
the very foundation of the Southern political machine.
Sound familiar? The film co-stars Lolita Davidovich
as the Governor ‘s mistress, known as ‘Miss Blaze'.



