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DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT Formula Racing, or

single-seat automobile
racing, in which the designs of
the cars are strictly regulated, is
governed by FIA, the
International © Automobile
Federation. The organisation,
located in Paris, France, is the
international governing body
for much
automobile racing, including
almost all racing outside of the
United States. odically, FIA
sets technical regulations for
building, maintaining, and
racing many different classes of
cars%ehic es used in Formula
One (Fl) racing — the most
important form of racing
outside the United States — are
considered the highest form of
single-seat racing cars due to

the sophistication of
construction and ultimate
s . Their design, in which

the flow of air over and under
the car (aided by sophisticated
wings and the closeness of the
. car to its racing surface] creates
a downward force, holds them
close to the ground despite high
speeds. Designed for road rac-
ing, F1 cars can accelerate and
brake quickly. FIA also regu-
lates classes for other formula
cars. There are slower and less
sophisticated single-seat cars
competing in such categories as
Formula Two (F2), Formula
Three(F3); Formula Atlantic,
Formula Renault, and Formula
Ford, in descending order. We
have only one category here,
and that is the Formula Ga&
which means put you bus, truck,
car, baby-taxi, tempo, motor-

cycle and rickshaw in the

available gap ahead of you. By

the way, they all compete here
in the same calegory.
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v “Tick the Correct Answers

Post to The Dhily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition ¢loses at 8 pm
c4 '98, and draw
¢ shortly afterwards

1| Which country lilled the Wills
International Cup? »

S Alrica. | W Indies India™

2| Whoscored highest number of runs
| in the Wills Cup? .

Kallis Crorije

3 | Whotopped batting average in th.:
esh-West Indies A One-
day series? :
Reifer | Akram | Javed
4| Which teamemerged champion in
i the national age-group swimming?
Khulna . |Nganj Kushtia
5| Whowilllead esh at Asian
Games hockey tournament?

Mamun | - Sadek Kamal

Hmt L [(EETEREEREDR N I EN N NN ]

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll Ransssaass

-m EE RSN R NN m Hn'- [(FEFERE XN R L]
School Address .......... -

|
-1I .
:

of worldwide .

% :

s

il

Wallaee |-

Zinedine Zidane

(French soccer superstar)

"Terrific. Winning the World
Cup has given me a remarkable
feeling of self-confidence. But
that doesn’'t mean my approach
to the game has changed: I
r nise that I have to work
Jor the team-as much as ever,
not the other way round. We've
on doing so.”

How he feels right now.

Rajshahi cricket

RAJSHAHI, Dec 2: The sec-
ond Mayor Gold Cup cricket
tournament organised by Ra-
jshahi City Corporation will be

eld at the local Government
College ground from December
5. reports LINB.

Rajshahi mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu will formally
open the meet.

Eleven sports clubs of Ra-
jshahi and district teams from
Chapainawabganj. Dinajpur
and Pabna will also participate
in the 13-day event,

. .
............
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Kalabagan t:nck#eter!. warming up at their club field in Dhanmondi yesterday morning.

o

s Premier Division Cricket League Preview - I

Bagan doub

The emergence of Kalabagan
Krira Chakra as a major force
in the domesti€ cricket circuit
is auf iment of a motivated
set ol young . It was
not long ago that the mod-
ernistic powerhouse were strug-

ing for their very survival in a
makeshift clubhouse adjacent
to the unkempt Kalabagan

k. The last couple of years,

owever, saw a sea of change; a
new building reglacing the tin-
shed and the otherwise bumpy
meadow turning into lush
greenery.

Kalabagan shot into the
limelight when they finished
runners-up in 1994-95. Their
potentialities were further ex-

sed when they repeated the
eat the following year. But, the
coveted championship remains
elusive.

Bagan slipped to third place
last season, but they look
stronger this year as they renew
their bid for a’ maiden title tri-
umph. Not that they are once
again depending on their for-
eign recruits, who have so far
proved to be the cutting edge in
their phenomenal rise. Cricket
fans are yet to forget a Zahid
Ahmed, the middle-aged Pak-
istani, who won many a match
for Kalabagan. Or a Manzoor
Elahi, for his pyrotechnics with
the willow.

It is promising to note that
unlike previous years, Kalaba-
gan have recruited a much bet-
ter band of local talent by rop-
ing in some young cricketers.
Sajid Hassan, who played for
Mohammedan last season,
ﬁined Kalabagan this year.

ushfiqur Rahman and Fahim
Muntasir Sumit, who recently
donned the national cap. are
their other prized buys.

With hard-hitting opener
Harun-ur Rashid staring back,
discarded national seamer
Saiful Islam likely to lead the
teamn for the second successive
{:ar. Sajjad Ahmed Monsur
1opeful to find his class and. af-
ler a turbulent year, Mahabubur
Rahman Selim working hard to
get back his rhythm, the long-

Al-Amin

serving Kalabagan coach Dipu
Rai Choudhury was confident
that his team could be moti-
vated into a winning force.
“This time we are more re-
sourceful than in the previous
years. We have lost a couple of
players this year. But at the
same time we have got a spirited
young side. Sajid, Sumit Mukul,
Muahﬂ? and Shipon are always
assets for a fielding side”,

said Dipu Rai while talking to
this reporter yesterday:
"We have some € enced

players, but this is more like a
young side. They are inexperi-
erl to some extent. But | can
assure you a cohesive and spir-
ited abagan side this year”,
claimed the former national
cricketer.

A fine left-arm paceman of
the yesteryears, Dipu said: * I'm
counting on my batting and
fielding rather than on -
ing, which lacks penetration.
Sajid gnd Liton will open the

innlrll_gl".
Of the two openers, Liton
loves to play his shots. The
balding right-hander has pro-
vided early onslaughts in the
first fifteen overs. However,
Sajid is more compact of the
two openers. But Sajid, who
hard]&fuund a place in the reg-
ular Mohammedan eleven last
year, needs a lot of hard work to
get his confidence back.

“Shipon will bat at number
three followed by Selim”, con-
tinued Dipu. Shipon is no doubt
one of the few . who pos-
sess a solid technique. But the
BKSP product lacks concentra-
tion- and most of the time
throws away his wicket. For
Selim, known for his trade-
mark pullshot, it will be a real
test to find his former self after
a disturbing season last year,
when he was suspended by his
club at the onset of the inter-
club cricketers' transfer.

“We are thin of bringing
a couple of good all-rounders
from abroad. But, Mushfiq is
not a bad choice to bat at num-
ber five and wicketkeeper Ish-
tiagq to follow. Besides, lower

t their bowlers

down the order, Mukul, Saiful
and Saikat can also bat a bit",
said Dipu.

Dipu, however,-looked quite
concerned about his bowling
department. “We have a few dis-
ciplined bowlers. But, to tell you
frankly, we are in need of a real
penetrative fast bowler. Pak-
fistani Shahid Saeed will open

the bowling with Saiful. But you
can hardly expect a good
bouncer from Saiful”, said

Dipu.

Saiful, who is living with a
chronic injury on his bowling
arm,. lost his swing and pace,
and can hardly bend his back
for the last couple of years. But
Kalabagan a set of
spinners. Sumit; who had a
wonderful debut for the na-
tional team against the tourin
West Indies A with a haul o
three wickels in a three-day
match. will lead the three-man
attack with Mukul, the most
successiul Kalabagan bowler
with 27 wickets last season, and
left-arm. tweaker Sharfud-
dowlah Ibne-Shahid Saikat.

Dipu argued that the intro-
duction of 80-over matches in
the league will not affect the
players’ performance as they
are accustomed to limited-over

ames. " | believe, it still is a
imited-over game”, he said.

Elaborating the chances of
other teams, Dipu said: "The
championship will be a four-
way battle. Kalabagan apart,
Abahani and Brothers are the
two strongest teams in the fray.
| think Biman is the other con-
tcnd:jr It;ur tlin]e title”. I

“Although many people are
talking about Surjo Tarun, |
have my reservation, Thr:{
might have taken some g
players. But [ think they are not
a balanced side”, said gpu.

The southpaw, however, did
not rule out the chances of Mo-
hammedan SC. “They might be
the most affected team this
year. But their buwlinlg depart-
ment is very strong. | think a
cmic of good batsman in their
r

s can change their face”,
said Dipu.

ISTANBUL, Dec 2
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Flowers and
legiutgg In:l putljicc
i ee taly's Ju-
c”'::gﬂgﬂsgrenlus as they ar-
rived in Turkey's
biggest city lor a soccer match
that has become the popular fo-
cus of a fierce diplomatic row
between Ankara and Rome.

Italy's refusal to extradite a
Kurdish guerrilla chief has
sparked a wave of anti-Italian
sentiment in Turkey; ﬁlacin
severe strain on a reschedule
Champions League group B
match between Galatasaray and
Juventus.

Galatasary fans at Istanbul
airport chanted “"Turkey,
Turkey" and threw white lillies
ahead of the Juventus bus as the
Italian players looked out ap-
prehensively.

Many had ressed concern
at playing in Turkey. where
Italian flags have been burned
in angry street protests. The
match has already been delayed
one week over security con-
cerns.

Turkish authorities have

: o
Aussie Open
entrants

LONDON. Dec 2: Top-ranked
Lindsay Davenport and former
Nos. 1 Martina Hingis, Steff
Graf and Monica Seles have
confirmed their participation
in next month's ‘Australian
Open, reports AP,

The International Tennis
Federation said Tuesday that
Venus and Serena Williams,
Anna Kournikova,
Sanchez-Vicario and Conchita
Martinez were among other top
women s names entered in the
first Grand: Slam event of 1999,

Davenport will go into her
first Grand Slamas the reign-
ing No, | Elcayeri while No. 2
Hingis will
straight Australian title.

e
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Arantxa

seeking her third

owers, cops greet Juve

guaranteed the players' safety
and police were posted at inter-
vals all along the 30 km (19
gﬂ}q} trip into downtown Istan-

Some 22.000 police. gen-
darmes and troops, will be on
duty ahead of kick-off, most of
them at a distance from the sta-
dium. Spectators will be
searched at the stadium en-
trance for weapons and loose
ch :ﬂnil be confiscated.

I Tu appeared to
be moving to’wl:g’s a possible
compromise in a row over Kur-
dish leader Abdullah Ocalan
that has severely strained rela-

tions between the two NATO
member states.

Recent comments from Ital-
ian and Turkish leaders indi-
cated that Italy, which has re-
fused to extradite Ocalan, t
agree to try the guerrilla leader
in Italy with the agreement of
Ankara.

Italy arrested Ocalan on
Novem 12 on a German war-
rant, but refuses to extradite
him to Turkey, where he is held
responsible for over 29,000
deaths, as the Italian constitu-
tion bars the return of su?ectﬂ

eath

‘to countries with the

penalty.

"McGrath bowled

i
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Hosts win Cox’s
Bazaar football

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAAR. Dec 2:
Sadar Thana lifted the inicr-
thana football championship
of Cox’s Bazaar District by de-
feating Ramu Thana 2-0 in the
final at the local stadium today.

After a barren first hall,
Khokon scored both the goals
for the winners in what was a
see-saw match. _

Deputy Commissioner of
Cox's Bazaar, Ali Iman Mo-
jumder, distributed prizes
among the winners.

NBL v'ball

Bangladesh Police registered
their third successive victory in
the National Bank Premier Di-
vision volleyball league at the
Outer Stadium volleyball court
yesterday, reports UNB.

Police defeated Bangladesh
Bank Club 15-12, 8-15, 15-9, 15-
9.

Meanwhile, Fire Service
team made a good start in the
First Division league beating

" Jiban Bima Corporation 15-7.

15-6, 15-13:

Meanwhile, Chand Textile

qualified to play in mext year's
First Division league when they
emerged the unbeaten champi-
ons of the Second Division

lea.?ue.

n their last match, Chand
Textile trounced Patnars Club
-15-5,.15-3, 15in_.

by English rose

SYDNEY, Dec 2: Australian
speedster Glenn McGrath, the
scourge of England's batsmen,
is to marry his English girl-
friend. reports AFF.

McGrath said today he had
roposed to 32-year-old Jane
teele just before England's

seven-wicket debacle in the sec-
ond Test in Perth which fin-
ished with two days to spare on
Monday.

‘My manager has advised me
not to say too much about it at
this time c:xctgt that we're very
happy," the 28-year-old Mc-
Grath said.

The pair have dated for four
ears and McGrath helped com-
ort her after she had breast

surgery to remove a benign
lump.

Syed Mahboob

leaves today

Syed Mahboob, the secretary
general of the Asian Confedera-
tion of Billiards Sports and the

eneral secretary of the

angladesh Billiards &
Snooker Federation will leave
for k today to attend the
Asian Games as the technical
Official — Snooker appointed
by the Bangkok Asian Games
organising Comrnittee,

He will also attend the Gen-
eral Assembly of the World
Confederation of Billiards
Sports scheduled to be held to-
morrow in the Thai capital,
says a press release.

Riot puhu escort the Juventus team bus to the hotel in Istanbul after the Turin club

arrived in the Turkish city yesterday.

~Internet photo
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PERTH, Dec 2
(Reuters/ AFP/
Internet): Eng-
land's cricketers
¢ received a much-
needed boost on
Wednesday when
star batsman Graham Tho
completed his first training
session in over a week, .
Thorpe missed England's
seven-wicket loss to Australia
in the second Ashes Test at
Perth because of back pain but
is hoping to return for the third
Test starting in Adelaide next

week i
lefthander batted

A

| S |

The Surrey
through a net session in Perth
on Wednesday and is likely to
play in a 1lour-day match
against Victoria state starting
on Saturday.

Thorpe said his main worry
was the effect the five-hour
flight from Perth to Melbourne
would have on his back after he
aggravated the injury travelling
from Brisbane to Perth.

"No-one really knows what
goes wrong with backs from

R

time to time and I'm in that
dilemma. [ just have to take
each game as it comes,” Thorpe
said. :

Regardless of whether or not

GRAHAM THORPE °

Thorpe does play, the English
manegement as decided to al-
low Graeme Hick to remain
with the squad.

Hick was called in as a tem-
porary replacement for Michael
Atherton but ended 'up playing
in the second test when £i'l'nr.u'];:cc:

ggllcﬂ out and top scored with

Victoria have named a sec-
ond-string team to play the
tourists with Shane \\yarne.
Damien Fleming, Matthew El-
liott and Paul Reiffel all rested.

Warne's withdrawal has fu-
elled speculation that he may
miss the entire Ashes series as
he slowly recovers from shoul-
der surgery.

But the Australian leg-spin-
ner said in a column with an
English newspaper that he
pulled out because there was
:mgthing to be gained from play-
ng.

“Why should I let the Poms
have a go at me when | am hon-
estly nothing like 100 per cent

spot on with my bowling.”®
Warne said. s ¢

N

England’s players have re-
acted angrily teo criticism of
their defeat in the second Test.

The players are particularly
upset at comments by former

Thorpe on the mend

England captain Bob Willis,
who said that England would
probably lose ﬁaﬁnat the Aus-
tralian second XI.
v S e s o
wha 8 says,”
said. "It's fine for ﬂ'l}:ll! ;
to criticise if they want to, but
th had their day.
ere are three Tests to P
and the boys will be well up for
the next three games."
Meanwhile, England man-
ager Graham Gooch has refused
to write off a side the Aus-
tralian press has dubbed "Rab-
bit Stew” after its seven-wicket

thrashing.

“The t we have to believe
is we pla under-par in this
Test and got beaten,” Gooch said
Tuesday.

"We can play a lot better -
than that and have to play a lot
better than that," he a:ﬂleg

“We have to play at our best
to compete with the best players
in the world. We will talk to in-
dividuals and reinforce things
but you can nnlg:prut what you
believe are the best policies in
place and hopefully they can
tilak: that in and put it into prac-

3 Fup

Gooch feared thfgcfvoor form
may have been cau by over-
training.

"Too much practice breeds
mediocrity,” was the surprising
comment of a man who as a
ﬁla}rcr forged a reputation as a

tness fanatic.

Gooch and coach David
Lloyd told the squad to forget
about cricket for two days be-
fore travelling to Melbourne.

England's only other bright
spot from this Perth debacle
was fast bowler Alex Tudor:

But Gooch was quick to play
down claims he might turn into
a world-beater.

“We are hoping he will con-
tinue to improve on this tour,
which was the whole idea of
bri g him in the first place,”

said.

"The boy did well but I don't
warnt to go overboard about him
or make any cumgarlsnna with
anyone else," he added.

. Tudor claimed five wickets
in Perth but Gooch stressed the
21-year-old lacked stamina.

"It's no good bowling six
overs at the of light and
then 15 overs at military
medium -- you have to be able to
provide about 20 overs a day at
the same pace.” Gooch said.

. But Gooch said hIsPcrm%:r-
formance did increase his
chance of playing in the third
Test.

"He is still a young lad with a
lot to learn but he has
put himself up for selection in
every game, ' Gooch said.

46 going to Bangkok today

Forty-six members of the 67-
strong Bangladesh contingent
for 13th Asian Games, leaves
for Bangkok today, reports
UNB.

The remaining members
will proceed to the Thai capital
the following week.

Vice-president of Bangla-
desh Olympic Association
(BOA) Farug Ahmed Khan will
lead the contingen

Mamunur Rashid, captain of
the hockey team, 1 bear the
national flag durisg the march
past on the opening day on
Sunday.

The first batch includes
swimming, hockey, boxing,
weightlifting, golf and snooker
teams. The remaining will
make up of kabadi and athletics
teams.

The 38 Asiad sporting disci-
plines will be participated by
more than 6,000 athletes from
42 countries.

The Bangkok-bound
Bangladesh team comprises of
44 sportsmen, 15 team officials
and 10 other officials, includ-
ing five journalists, one pho-
tngra]pher and a physician.

Of the eight participating
disciplines, the two teams —

golf ‘and snooker will partici-
pate at their own expense.

The hockey team: Mamunur
Rashid (captain), Rafiqul Islam
Kamal (vice captain), Issa Miah,
Masudur Rahman Shuvo, Khur-
shid Alam, Rabiuddin Ahmed,
Russel Khan, Jahangir Alam,
Tutul Kumar Nag, Musa Miah,
Mirazul Ahsan Miraz, Alamgir
Alam, Shamsuzzaman, Ariful
Haq K Prince, Ishtiagq Ahmed
Sapu and Ashiquzzaman.

Officials — Khawaza Rah-
matullah (manager) and Ehte-
sham Sultan (coach).

Bangladesh hockey team
was placed in Group B with
China, India, South Korea and
Singapore.

angladesh will play their
first match ‘against China on
December 8, second on Decem-
ber 9 against South Korea, third
against India on December 11
and fourth against Singapore
 ila R it swimming

e six-member i

team: Abdur Razzak Khan, Kazi
Monirul Islam, Niaz Ali and
Abdul Hamid Ripon: Officials —
Shahjahan Miji (manager) and
Luo Ben-Jhian (coach).

The boxing team: Biplabul
Haq Biplob and Asadur Rah-

man Asad. Official — MA
Matin.

The weightlifting team:

Pradip Chandra Das and Bidyut
Kumar Roy. Officials — Sid-
digur Rahman (manager) and
Jhang Ji (coach).
The golf team: Saad Rahim
Chowdhury, Syed Igbal Azim,
Shawgqatuzzaman and Sadiq
Mohammad Monirul. Official —
Shakil Kasem.

The snooker team: Mo-
hammed Mufazzal Hossain and
Sajjad Syed. Official-Sayedul
Haq Majumdar (manager).

The Kabadi team: Zahidul
Islam, Tariqul Islam, Qayyum
Sikdar, Hafizur Rahman,
Ashraful Alam, Faruque
Talukder, Shahidul Islam, Mir
Zulhas, Badsha Miah and Ziaur
Rahman. Official — Z Alam
(manager) and Abdul Hagq
(coach). & i i

The athletics team will com-
pete in five events, 100, 200
sprint, 5000, 10,000 metres and
long jump.

thletes — Shafiqul Islam,
Mahbub Alam, Eliasuddin and
Bony Amin. Officials Ibrahim
Chengis (manager] and Tian
Zhao-Jhong (coach).

Jenny jolts her own record

COLLEGE STA-
TION. Texas, Dec 2
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Jenny
Thompson sent a
strong message

that she has no intention of
stopping at the five Olympic
gold medals by setting a world

record in one event and an -

American record in another at
the FINA World Cup swimming
meet on Tuesday.

Thompson shattered her
own short course world record
in the 100 meters butterfly with
a stunning time of 56.90 sec-
onds. Her previous best of 57.79
was set at the 1997 Short Course
World Championships in
Gothenburg, Sweden.

"This is incredible,” said the
25-year-old world champion,
who has begun trairﬂn%;ur the

2000 Olympics in Sydney. "I
knew | had a t swim in me
but |1 never expected this.”

Thompson, who simply left
the field in her wake with
teammate Ashley Tappin fin-
ishing a very distant second in
59.11, had to look at the score-
board twice before she would be-
lieve what she was seeing.

"I thought they clock was

- wrong," she said. "l have no idea

how | did that.

"If [ can do that time now,
| just think what 1 can do when

I'm prepared to swim fast.”

ix events later, she set an
American record in the 50-me-
ter freestyle, clocking 24.56
seconds. at broke another
mark that had already belonged
to her -- 24 .78 set at t

e 'i:&'

JENNY THOMPSON
meet in Sweden.
- American Olympian Gary
Hall returned to international
competition with the help of a
court order that allowed him to
compete against FINA's wishes.
According to the sport's in-
ternational governing body,

Hall had not fully served his
three-month suspension for
teaﬂn% positive for marijuana
more than six months ago.

Hall, 24, a double gold and
silver medalist at the 1996
Olympics, finished 13th in the
100 meters freestyle and 11th in
the 50-metre butterfly but said

com was the victory.
"Pfet:ﬁ have been punished

enough. I'm just elated to be
back in the pool," said Hall,
who will swim his speciality
event, the 50-meter freestyle, on
Wednesday.

"Making it to the starting
blocks was the real accom-
ﬁllahm:nt for me today," added

all, who failed a FINA doping
test for a recreational substance
on May 15. :

"l did have to contest this in
court late Monday night and
very early Tuesday . S0
I'm not running on much
here. It makes it difficult to
concentrate on swimming,

which is what I'm here for," he

said.

Germany's Franziska Van
Almsick showed that she is
fully recovered from a motorcy-
cle accident last. Fenr by win-
nlglg the 200 Ireestyle in
| § _ﬁlﬂ'?.

e third stop of the 12-meet
World Cup series concludes
Wednesday night.



