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A man rides his horse in the Mexican town of Santiago
Xalizintla, as the volcano Popocatepetl spews steam in
the background Tuesday. The volcano, located only 80
kms southeast of Mexico City, has been blasting steam
and ash into the air several times a day during the past
week, living up to its name — "Smoking Mountain" in
the Aztec language. ' — AP/UNB photo

Israel to unveil upgraded MIG-21s:

Israel will unveil the first MIG-21 warplane upgraded by Isracl s
defence industry at the Aero-India airshow opening next week
in Bangalore, the defence ministry said on Tuesday, AFP
reporis from Tel Aviv.

The Soviet-era fighter was upgraded by the staté defence elec-

Hundreds of troops and police
Wednesday guarded a troubled
provincial capital where riot-
ers burned and ransacked 15
mosques, reports AP.

ile security was heavy
and there were no reports of
new unrest in Christian-domi-
nated Kupang, the latest site of
religious violence in the world's
most populous Muslim nation.

The riots on Monday raised
fears that attacks on places of
worship will escalate in In-
donesia, which has already en-
dured sporadic outbreaks of un-
rest because of economic and
political turmoil.

In apparent retaliation,
Muslim mobs on Tuesday
smashed windows of two
houses where Christians wor-
shipped in. Banjarsari,” 155

miles (250 kilometres) south-

east of Jakarla.

The violence in Kupang. the
capital of East Nusa Tenggara
province, disrupted commerce
as many traders shut their
shops for fear of widespread
looting.

Truckdrivers stayed away
from the docks, leaving sacks
of rice unloaded in shipholds.
The Christian-dominated cit
of 120,000 people lies Lﬂ?g
kilometers (1,172 miles) south-
east of Jakarta in a poor; arid
region,

The Kompas daily newspa-
per said staple foods such as
rice and noodles where scarce
and that shn;lagers in the mar-
ketplace could not find fresh
vegetables.

- Frightened Muslims with
sickles and swords guarded
their homes and mosques.

The attacks on Kupang's
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Troops on guard in Jakarta

KUPANG, Indonesia Dec 2:

mosques were in retaliation for

the burning and ransacking of

22 churches by Muslim mobs in

Jakarta on Nov. 22, when 14

Een le were Kkilled, some
acked to death,

About 90 percent of Indone-
sia’'s 202 million people are
Muslims, with the rest follow-
ing Christian, Hindu, Buddhist

‘or other faiths. Some citlies in

the sprawling archipelago na-
tion have Christian majorities.

Police said they had de-
tained alleged instigators of
Monday's rioting, but did not
say how many people were be-
ing questioned.

The military, its credibility
sa%ging because of human
rights abuses, is overstretched
as it tries to keep order across
the turbulent Southeast Asian
nation,

[slamic leaders have urged

their followers not to retaliate
with more violence.

Rcllgiuua diversity based on
a beliet in God is enshrined in
the national philosophy,
known as Pancasila, adopted
when Indonesia declared inde-
pendence from Dutch colonial
rule in 1945.

The upsurge in religious vio-
lence follows months of riots
and protests in many parts of

Indonesia,
Social tensions in Indone-

sia, fueled by widespread unem-
ployment, have intensified
amid the worst economic crisis
in decades.

There is also political tur-
moil as stucdents protesters de-
mand greater democracy after
32 years of authoritarian rule
by former President Suharto,
who was forced to quit follow-
ing deadly riots in May.

tronics firm Elbit working with Romania's aerostar company.

the ministry said.
Kenyan AIDS patient kills himself: -
is death at a hospital on Tuesday,

AIDS patient jum to
World Aids Day, the Kenya television Network (KTN] reported.
AFP says from Nairobi.

Quoting a nurse; KTN said that the elderly man, who had
been admitied to Nairobi's Kenyatta National Hospital on
Tuesday morning, decided to end his life to curtail his long suf-

fering.
Kanika Bandynpadhyay ho&l;pltahsed:
The ailing Rabindra Sangeet exponent Kanika Bandyopadhyay
was shifted fromn Bolpur subdivisional hospital to the SSKM
Hospital in Calcutta on Tuesday for further investigation, PTI
says ifrom Shantiniketan. -
A special medical team. sent by the West Bengal government,
arrived Monday night and, alter examining her, advised the

iransfier.
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Clinton's ex-aide on trial: s
federal jury began deliberations Tuesday on 30 corruption
charges against President Bill Clinton's former agriculture
secretary Mike Espy, who has been the subject of a four-year
investigation, Reutérs says frorn Washington.

If found guilty on any of the charges, Espy would be the high-
est ranking Clinton aide to be convicted.

Russian press team i1n China:
£

A Russian press egation, led by B Ovchinnikov, political
commentator of the Russian newspaper Rossiiskaya Gazeta.
}l;estcrday visited the Xinhua News Agency, Xinhua reports from
eijing. -
ice-president of the Xinhua news a}%ﬁnc}r Gao Qiufu met and
had a friendly conversation with the Russian delegation. They
exchanged views on increasing bilateral cooperation.

Algeria backs Annan's initiatives: un
Secretary General Kofi Annan obtained the backing Tuesday of
the Algerian government for his plan for rfs-nlﬂn%lhe conilict
in western Sahara and the separatist Poljsario Front, a UN
official said. AFP reports from Algiers.

"Algeria supports the package” of prﬂﬁuaais. including for a
referendum, put forward by the United Nations chief, the offi-
cial said after Annan had talks with Algerian officials.

Rebels kill 11 in Colombia:

Marxist rebels stormed two towns and attacked key highways
in western’ Colombia; killing at least 11 people and wounding
30 others, including civilians and security force members,
authorities said on Tuesday. Reuters says from Bogota.

The raids came as President Andres Pastrana scrambled to
break the deadlock in planned talks to end the South American
nation's long-running civil conflict.
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Police seizes exPluswes in Assam: poiice in
the north eastern Indian state of Assam said yesterday they had
seized enough explosives 1o blow up half the state capital, Guwa-
hati, in a series of raids. AFP reports from Guwahati.

The announcement came as a grenade explosion in down-
town Guwahati yesterday morning killed two people and leit
two seriously injured.

Estonian general Polls March 7:
Estonian president Lennart Meri on Tuesday called a general
parliamentary election for March 7, the baltic nation's third
since it gained independence from the Soviet Union in 1991,
Reuters says from Tallinn. :

In a thinly-veiled criticism of Prime Minister Mart 5i-
imann's four-party minority coalition government, Meri said
he hoped voters would use the opportunity to elect politicians
with fresh ideas and policies to re-invigorate the country.

g

“Mirta Figueroa left, and Emma Jardin, right, join a group of a thousand members of

Polls in India
Everything now
depends on

Congress: Basu

NEW DELHI, Dec 2: The CPI
(M) yesterday took stock of the

litical situation in the wake
of BJP's drubbing in the assem-
bly elections with party veteran
Jyoli Basu saying that every-
Lthing now delr)rtlt_fll ed on Con-
gress, reports :

However, after the day-long
meetln% of the party polit bu-
reau, Sitaram Yechury said
chances of mid-term elections
were very bright as the BJP-led
government's existence itself is
untenable.

The (ruling coalitions) allies
are also answerable. They have

to justify their stand on various |

social and economic issues
concerning the people; the polit
bureau member said. adding the
alies were still sticking together
for sclish interests and with-
out the basis of any policy.

'Let theimn hold mid-term
elections, we are ready for it
the West Bengal Chief Minister
told reperters.

Food-for-oil programme

Ist shipment of
food reaches
Iraq by road

BAGHDAD, Dec 2: A first
shipment of food imported via
Syria under the UN oil-for-food
accord has reached iraq by
road, officials said today. re-
ports AFP.

Iraqi trucks had ferried
10.000 tonnes from the Syrian
port of Tartus.

"This is the first shipment of
foodstuffs transported through
the motorway tween Syria
and lraq since the Tartus sea-
port was made a reception
point,” Mohammad aber
Moussawi, Director-General of
Irag's Public Land Transport
Company, told Iraqi radio.

The United Nations gave the
go ahead for shipments via Tar
tus in August, 1997 in line with
the programme under which
Iraq can buy basic goods in ex

change for sales of 5.2 billisi

dollars of crude oil every =ix
months.

Arafat wraps up

Washington visit

WASHINGTON, Dec 2 : US
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright and PLO leader Yasser
Arafat led the first meeting of a
commission set up to build
stronger relations between the
United States and the Pales-
tintan Authority, reports AP.

Wrapping up a three-day
visit to Washington on Tuesday.
the Palestinian leader also met
with two powerful Congres-
sional leaders: Rep. Bob Liv-
ingston. R-La, who is expected
to be the new House speaker,
and House minority leader Rep.
Dick Gephardt.

The nur-lnng meeting with
Albright focused on how the
commission could channel US
assistance — the Clinton ad-
ministration is pledging dirs
900 million over the next five
years — and promoting busi-
ness, cultural and scientific
ties. James P Rubin, the State
Department spokesman said.

“It was an initial meeting,
and we discussed how to orga-
nize this process,” Rubin said. A
follow-up meeting is planned
early next year. he said.

several Miami-Dade Christian churches as they demonstrate A4gainst an ordinance
banning discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation at the Miami-Dade Government
Centre Tuesday. The Miami-Dade Commission voted 7-6 to approve the ordinance after

nearly four hours of public testimaony.

—= AP/UNB photo
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'Massive Indian war games

put Pakistan on alert

UTARLAI, Dec 2: Barely six
months after shocking the
world with a series of under-
gmund nuclear explosions; In-

ia is holding its biggest war
ames of the decade in the
esert where the tests were con-
ducted, putting arch-enemy
Pakistan on alert, reports AP,

The games included the first
exercise in a warlike situation
of India's Prithvi missile: Lt.
Gen. H M Khanna, the Indian
military commander, stressed
10 reporters Tuesday that the
Prithvi was being tested in only
its conventional role.

The medium-range Prithvi
is capable of carrying nuclear
weapons and experts have said
it will be an important part of
the country's nuclear deliver
systeimn,

More than 60.000 soldiers,
300 tanks and 160 fighter
Flanes and helicopters have
anned out in the vast desert for

a 10-day joint military-air
force exercise that began over
the weekend. In addition to the
Prithvi, the exercises involved
a new Russian air defence sys-
lem, night vision syslems ob-
tained from Israel and India's
owrnl main battle tank "Arjun,”
Khanna said.

He called the exercises "a re-
view of our doctrine in the situ-
ation of nuclear balance.”

India exploded nuclear de-
vices in nearby Pokharan in
May. Pakistan responded with
a series of nuclear tests two
weeks later, raising fears of a
nuclear arms race in the sub-
continent. India and Pakistan
have fought three wars siliee
they won independence ifrom
Britain 51 years.

Khanna said he had heard
Pakistan had issued a military
alert because of the exercises in
Rajasthan state. 650 kilometres
southwest of New Delhi. but told

reporters they should be viewed
as routine.

Brigadier D K Babbar said
soldiers were being trained in
nuclear and chemical warfare,
"but this Is not something - new
since we have known about
Pakistan’s nuclear capability
for ten years now."

Other Indian military offi-
cers said on condition of
anonymity that Pakistan has
mobilised nearly 20,000 troops
into defensive positions across
the border. Indian and Pak-
istani troops were more than

130 kilometres apart in keeping

with international norms for

military exercises, the officers

said;

Eleven years ago, India held
a similarly large exercise, "Op-
eration Brasstacks,” that
brought Indian and Pakistani
(roops eyeball-to-eyeball, rais-
ing fears of another war be-
tween the hostile neighbors.
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« Foot" will be awarded 500,000 t;uf;lé'j,

Lire Lhnily Star 9

Off the Record

Prize money to catch
a 'big foot'

BEIJING: Shennongjia in central China's Hubei province.
home of the legendary and elusive creature known as "Big
Foot,” has announced that any tourist or adventurer who

catches one of the ahﬂ.%gywﬂd men will get a prize of 500,000

yuan (60,240 US dollars), reports Xinhua.
The tourism department in Shennongjia is iuul:g a special
card at home and abroad which reveals the secrets of "Big Foot”
in a bid to promote local tourism. :

It said that anyone who purchases this card will be provided
?fth a tent, campaign equipment, food and other daily necessi-

es. ;

The sponsor announced that anyone snaring a live "Big
if a dead body is found, the
discoverer will be rewarded wit 000 yuan.

Those who take photos or videos of "Big Foot®, or collect its
fur or excrement will also win prizes ranging from 10,000 to

30,000 yuan, the sponsors said. ) |
Code of ethics to keep Muslims

and Jews at peace!

LOS ANGELES: American Jewish Muslim leaders in South-
ern California are developing a code of ethics to encourage civil-
itfr and respect in arguments over issues such as religion. Mid-
dle East peace and terrorism, reports AP, »

The code's authors said Monday they hope it will serve as a
pﬂs]iltive example as tensions rise between Palestinians and Is-
raelis.

The document urges people to focus on issues, to verify ru-
mours before making public pronouncements, to avoid stereo-
types and words that can incite and to repudiate individuals
who appeal to prgjudice or violence,

°l think this is a step in the right direction where these two
communities decided to offer a better model and a better alter-
native for the way people might disagree." said Dr. Maher
Hathout, head of the Islamic Center of Southern California,
which represents about 500,000 Muslims.

Fisheries museum in Lanka

COLOMBO: The fisheries and aquatic resources development
ministry of Sri Lanka will set up its first fishery museum next
;lﬂ'lﬂlitlﬂl in the deep south, the official Daily News reported, says

nhua. :

The project, funded by the ministry along with the southern
dcvclu{:ment authority, aims to protect historic fishing gear
and related artifacts, the report said.

The museum will be housed in the historic Marteleo tower in
Hambantota town, the former residence of historian Leonard
Woolfe, the author of village in the jungle.

The museum will display the chronology of fishing industry
in the country and other historical information related to fish-
ing in southern province, said the report.

A sum of 15,000 US dollars has already been spent on this
pru!emt; specially in collecting historical artifacts, the report
& . -
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Britain's Queen Elizabeth II, centre, watches the troops march past with the
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(German

President Roman Herzog, (3rd left) Herzog's wife Christiane, {4th left) and the Duke of
Edinburgh (2nd right) at Windsor Castle, west of London, Tuesday, on the first day of
the German President's state visit to Britain.

— AP/UNB photo

Japanese newspaper reports
DPRK preparing to launch
another missile

TOKYO, Dec 2: US spy satel-
lites have detected North Kore-
ans preparing to launch an-
other missile and Tokyo has
been warned, a Japanese news-
paper reported Wednesday, re-
ports AP.

The North Koreans: have
been moving parts of their new
Taepo Dong missile from stor-
age to the launch pad since ab-
out Nov. 20, the Yomiuri news-
paper reported, citing Japanese
government sources that had
received word form the United
States:

Japan is worried that the
North is likely to launch an-
other missile later this vear,
said the Yomiuri, Japan's larg-
est daily. in a frﬂnt-Eage article.

Government spokesman Hi-
romu Nonaka acknowledged
Wednesday that Tokyo was
aware of "some kind of move-
ment” in North Korea. He would
not elaborate.

Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
confirmed Japan had received
'various information’ about a
North Korean launch in the
works, but Kyodo News agency

quoted him as saying. "I have
not heard that it has been con-
firmed."

The Defense Agency would
not comment on the Yomiuri
report. .

Japanese were unnerved b
the firing of a rocket by Nort
Korea on Aug. 31. Believed to be
a test of its Taepo Dong, the
rocket flew over Japan and
landed in the Pacific Ocean,
provirig the communist nation
can strike any part of the coun-
try.
Japan has a peaceful rocket
programme but no spy satellite
of its own and must rely on the
United States for information
about the threat from North Ko-
rean missiles.

A joint missile defense sys-
tern with the United States has
been proposed, and Japan ap-
proved a plan to put four spy
satellites into orbit by 2002.

North Korea, which says it
put a satellite in orbit with the
August firing, has denounced
Japan's ﬁp}r satellite plan, call-
ing it a "dangerous military ac-
tion."

US House Judiciary expands

impeachment inquiry

WASHINGTON, Dec 2: The
US House Judiciary Committee
voted on Tuesday to expand its
impeachment inquiry of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton by issuing
sitbpoenas for two justice de-
pariment memos on the White
House campaign fund-raising
scandal, Reuters.

The committee also voted to
stilpoena the authors of the two
memos. FBI Director Louis
Freehand. head of the campaign
finance investigative task force
Charles Labella; to testily in
closed-door depositions.

AP adds: Democrats from
House Minority Leader Dick
Gephardt on down ridiculed the
move. approved on 20-15 party-
line vole. as an attempt to ap-
peasc¢ Lhe president’'s most con-
servalive critics.

After the vote, Republican
committee: lawyers went to
court for a second time in an
elfort to persuade a federal
%u:lge to seek internal Justice

epartment memos in which
top law enforcement officials
laid out fund-raising evidence
against Clinton in arguing for
the appointment of a special
prosecutor.

US District Judge Norma
Holloway Johnson on Friday
had issued a sealed ruling that

the committee had not demon-

strated a sufficient need for the

memos, which include secret
and {lll'ji" material. Committee
epublicans believe the sub-

poena will strengthen their ar-

%ument. said panel spokesman
aul McNutty.

The committee also subpoe-
nacd material from Indepen-
deit Counsel Kenneth Starr on
John Huang, a former Demo-
cratic fund-raiser whose ex-
emplnYer paid money to presi-
dential friend Webster Hubbell.
Starr is investigating whether
that payment and other con-
sulting fees represented "hush
money” to keep Hubbell quiet
about any wrongdoing by the
president.

With the committee set to de-
bate articles of impeachment
next week, Rep. Asa Hutchinson
said. "The extraordinary odds
are that this will not impact our
titnetable. It would be difficult
lo reconstitute this inquiry
without some significant rea-
son to do it."

US backs Annan’s
visit to Libya
WASHINGTON. Dec 2: The

United States backed Tuesday
UN Secretary General Kofi An-

! ,nan's plan to travel to Libya but

stated he should not offer con-
cessions to Tripolli over the
Lockerbie trial, reports AFP.

"This is not a negotiation we
are expecting a prompt re-
sponse from Libya to the Secu-
rity Council's demands,” said
State Del:lajllrtrncnt spokesman
James Rubin.

"Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan will be in a position pre-
sumably to advance this issue.”
he added.

Annan may visit Libya Lhis
weekend to discuss the extradi-
tion of two suspects in the
bombing of a US airliner over
Lockerbie ten years ago, accord-

ing to sources in Algiers. <

“The sources said Annan may
meet Libyan leader Moammer
Gaddafi in one of his villas
close to the Egyptian border to
push forward plans to extradite
the suspects, Abdel Basset All
El-Megrahi and Al-Amin Khal-
ifa Fhimah to the Netherlands,

Once there they would stand
trial for the bombing of the Pan

Am Jet over Lockerbie, Scot-

land, which claimed 270 lives
on December 21, 1988,

UN officials travelling with
Annan in North Africa were
unable to confirm the report.

G, Dec 2: Callin

China deceitful for signing hu-
man rights treaties while sti-
fling dissent, 190 dissidents
demanded Wednesday the gov-
ernment release campaigners
trying to set up an opposition
party, reports AP.

Police freed two campgﬁ%n-
ers Wednesday morning after
their second night in detention,
but kept in custody three of
China’'s most prominent dissi-
dents — Xu Wenli, Qin Yongmin
and Wang Youcai — all uutipo—
ken organisers of the would-be
China Democracy Party.

Xu and Qin were taken away
by police Monday night in co-
ordinated raids in two cities
that delivered the sternest blow
to the 5-month campaign to
establish the party and chal-
lenge the ruling Communist
Party's ban on opposition, poli-
tics,

Qin was arrested for plotting
to overthrow the government, a
crime that could land him in
jail for life. Xu was taken away
| on warrants that identified him

L1

Dissidents 1n China
demand release of
jailed act1vists .

as a eriminal suspect, while
Wang. detained a month ago.
was also formally arrested
Monday although his family
has not been told the charge.
Their campaign drew inspi-
ration from China's signing of
key UN human rights treaties,
partly done to improve rela-
tions with the United States
and other Western countries.

"By these acts China's gov-
ernment and relevant authori-
ties. have brazenly violated in-
ternational treaties and uni-
versal human rights princi-
Elea." said an open letter signed

y 190 dissidents in =~ 22
provinces and cities and faxed
to foreign news agencies,

"On the one hand, they are
deceiving and cheating inter-
national public opinion while
on the other hand they are sup-
pressing and persecuting do-
mestic political ' dissidents.”
said the letter.

The letter demanded the re-

lease of Xu, Qin, Wang and any

others taken into custody:.
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US, France may start jt_
mission to mars in 2005

CAPE CANAVERAL, Flo-
rida, Dec 2: The United States
and France are examining the
possibility of a joint mission to
mars in 2005, but no formal
agreement is signed or immi-
nent, a NASA olfficial said, re-
ports AFP.

 "There are exploratory stud-
ies "taking place at NASA's Jet
Propualions Laboratory (JPL)
in Pasadena, California and at
the National Centre for Space
Studies in Toulouse, France,
said Roger Bourke, interna-
tional cooperation manager for
mars projects at JPL.

"There is no formal agree-
ment signed or otherwise.”

This contradicts statements
made in the French Senate
Monday by Education and Re-
search Minister Clauda Allegre,
who said that an agreement in
principle” had been signed with

the Americans' for a joint mis-
sion to bring samples from
mars back to earth in 2005.

"We are at the dating stage,
not the getting married stage,”
said Bourke in a telephone con-
versation with AFP.

"Both sides are hopeful.,” he
added, but this "kind of cooper-
ational undertuxing is techni-
cally complex."”

o carry out such a mission,
a French orbiter sent into space
by an Ariane-5 rocket would
have to meet up with a US lan-
der ¢ ng rock samples from
mars and bring everything back
to earth.

“The nature of the ment
is we will get together and study
it (to) see if we can make a sen-
sible agreement about this,”
said Bourke, who added that no
deadline had been set.

Australian swimsuit

' ":M_“ﬂl‘ .- ; A
model Suzi takes advantage of a
_water display to bring attention to the bikini she models

.........
___________

for a Brisbane designer Monday. As summer warms up in
Australia those in the Northern Hemisphere will have to
wait out the cold winter before trying these fashions on

for size.

— AP/UNB photo



