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HE "buzz" word in Britain
these days is enterprise.

Gone is the time when the
commercial potential or
brilliant inventions and

discoveries by the country's

academics, researchers and

entrepreneurs was missed as

they were sold off, exploited by

other countries, or 5';m]ivljr not
ursued because of the lack of
nancial support.

Now, hardly a month passes
without a new United Kingdom
company, invariably involved
in some sector of high technol-
ogy. seeks a listing on the Lon-
don Stock Exchange, and gains
backing from the financial

community and individual in-
vestors. And Britain's scien-
tific, medical, and information
technology (IT) publications
bear witness to the rich and di-
verse projects streaming from
the country's universities as
well as from small and
medium-sized companies.
During a period in the 1980s,
several inventions from British
cumlivanles, most notably a
revolutionary computerised
body-scanner, were sold to
overseas firms. One of the main
reasons for this was that those
companies tried to do nvg};—
thing themselves. Today's tech-
nology firmns are using a variety
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agement Systems.

Distance learning pro-
grammes are by far the most
anular mode of obtaining a
nreign degree. Currently, there
are far fewer 'institutionalised’
distance learning l];:mgrmnmes
run in Bangladesh by British
universities compared to the
demand. Many local institu-
tions are eager to initiate Dis-
tance Learning degrees with
foreign universities.

Supporting Education

Information Statistics
* On average. thé'Council's
Eduecation Promotion+#Officer
recelves at least 80 enquiries
per month from students inter-
ested in British qualifications
through distance learning.
* British MBAs are not as
widely recognised as those from

the USA. UK universities which
provide MBAs and other man-
aﬁgment qualifications can es-
tablish links with Bangladeshi
institutions which are pur-
posely geared towards the in-
ternational trading context.

The British Council is keen
on promoting British MBAs,
informing students about the
advantages and increasing
number of students obtaining
British MBA degrees.

The education system in
Bangladesh reflects that of
Britain at school as well as uni-
versity level. However, more of
the private universities are
adapting to American curricula

.hecmmci-thn-. accessibility and |
interest t

e American institu-
tions have shown in the mar-
ket. Many universities have
American textbooks and re-
sources and the teachers are of-
ten trained in USA.
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of business strategies, usuallg'
finding allies among muc
larger companies to share the
tasks of manufacturing, mar-
keting or distribution, allowing
the innovator to concentrate on
research.

Until recently many large
companies in the UK tended to
disregard new technology
which was not of their own
making. That attitude has
changed, as competitive pres-
sures, such as cost and s of
development, have forced them
to look to smaller firms which
can often deliver new technol-
ogy more quickly and cheaply.

A pood illustration of this
can be seen through the work of
a small company in Hertford-
shire, some 40 miles north of
London. The Technology Part-
nership (TTP) is carrying out
starting work with major
pharmaceutical companies
around the world. One of the
problems faced by the pharma-
ceutical industry is that the
high-throughput screening of
chemical compounds has ex-
hausted the repositories of even
the largest of them at a time
when they are under pressure to
increase the creation and test-
ing of new drugs.

Traditional methods of syn-
thetic organic chemists are not
up to the self-imposed chal-
lenges that pharmaceutical gi-
ants have set themselves; those
of cutting costs and registering
E‘l Inc'n:a?!cd number of new

r4ugs each year.

Tgs investigate methods of
overcoming the problem. TTP
formed a consortium some two
years ago with international
pharmaceutical manufacturers,

.mous university

This has resulted in the devel-
opment of a computer-con-
trolled storage system and a
robotic system, linked into a
database of known compounds,
allowing a chemist to control
the mixing process from a com-
puter workstation, leaving a
machine to c out chemical
synthesis under remote control,
us increasing the process of
discovery and optimisation.
Creating new organic
molecules is traditionally a
manual process, involving a
chemist in many hours of work
to mix, react, purify and anal-
yse compounds. Rarely was it
possible to create more than
100 new compounds a year. By
using the new automated syn-
thesis system. the process is
yielding productivity gains a
1lhousand times better,

On a e, it takes 10 to 12
years to develop a new medicine
at an estimated cost of £200
million and only one or two
compounds in 10,000 eventu-
ally reach the market. Of these
only one medicine in seven goes
on to become a co suc-
cess, so TTP's research work is
invaluable in speeding this pro-
cess,

A good example of the in-
crtaslrllﬁ{:mreg::neuﬂal spirit
in the can be seen in the fa-
city of Cam-
bridge in eastern England. A re-
search team at Cambridge Uni-
versity has formed a small
company, Cambridge Display
Technology Ltd (CDT), whicgl is
leading research into light-
emitting polymers (LEPs) — or
"plastics that glow" — incorpo-
rated into devices that initially
are expected to be used to create
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diag:layu for mobile telephones
and other consumer electronics
products.

They may soon also offer an
alternative to the cathode ray
tube display in television re-
ceivers as well as liquid crystal
display screens. While working
at the university, the team dis-
covered a method of changing
the chemical composition of a
polymer and sandwiched it be-
tween a pair of electrodes to
produce a yellow-green light
well into the range of conven-
tional light-emitting diodes
(LEDs).

Realising the enormous po-
tential of this discovery the
team formed CDT and took out
key patents covering the poly-
mer technology involved. Sig-
nificantly, Cambridge Univer-
sity is one of CDT's major
shareholders, a pioneering step
for an institution, which has
previously been reluctant to in-
vest its own funds in the com-
mercial exploitation of re-
search.

Also helping to enhance the
prospects for Britain's growing
army of entrepreneurial com-
panies is an informal network
that brings together academics
with fresh ideas, investors and
advisers. Further help and en-

. couragement comes from the

British Government, which has
ursued a policy of actively
elping to build bridges between

academia and industry, espe-

cially through its LINK pro-
grammes. Under these pro-
grammes university research

" teams co-operate closely with

appropriate companies. with
Government backing to help see

that new technologies quickly

find their way into the market
place.

Biotechnology has proved to
be an especially successful area
for LINK programmes. Just one
of many examples is a collabo-
ration project between Affinity
Chromatography Ltd (ACL) and
the Institute of Biotechnology
in Cambridge. which has led to
a commercial product launch.

The project aimed to investi-
gate the possibility of develop-

ing synthetic affinity ligands -

aimed at specific proteins by
the use of computer-aided
molecular design. Proteins used
for human healthcare aplplica-
tions need to be extensively pu-
rified and affinity chromatog-
raphy can deliver “very hig
levels of purity. But the avail-
ability of sulficiently robust
ligands has often limited the
use of this attractive method of
purification.

The institute was particu-
larly innovative in affinity lig-
and design and worked wit
ACL to identify synthetic lig-
ands, which mimicked natural
proteins used in purification

rocesses. These biomimetic
igands can be used to isolate
immunoglobulins from several
sources including mammalian
plasma and cell culture
medium.

ACL has further developed
and patented these ligands
which have recently been
launched as a commercial
product under the trade name
"Minetic A". s

There is also close cellabo-
ration between the UK's elec-
tronics industry where links
have been established between
the industry and the engineer-

ing and physics faculties of at
least 18 universities.

During recent years the UK
has earned a world-wide reputa-
tion as a centre of excellence,
based on innovation and qual-
ity, for its electronics industry,
and is now recognised as the
semiconductor capital of Eu-
rope with more fabrication
plants than any other country.

More than half of the world's
leading electronics companies
(11 out of 20) have manufactur-
ing plants in the UK, including
Motorola of the United Siates,
Fujitsu of Japan, and Chungwa
of Taiwan, as the most recent.

Anxious to help sustain the
momentum of growth, the UK
Government has a fully focused
programme of support for elec-
tronics research and develop-
ment through universities,
some of which have full semi-
conductor processing facilities,
Others undertake research into
various aspects of electronics,
including process development
and advanced manufacturing
techniques.

The LINK programmes are
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part of an overall Government
initiative (established in 1994)
called the UK Foresight Pro-
gramme, which aims to im-
prove the competitiveness of
the UK economy and enhance
the quality of life, bringing
together business, the science
base and government to identify
and respond to emerginﬁ
opportunities in markets an
technologies.

The programme is spear-
headed by 16 independent pan-
els set up to explore opportuni-
ties in different sectors of the
economy. The panels include
representatives from business,
government and academia and
some £400 million has already
been committed by the Gov-
ernment to initiatives which
reflect Foresight Priorities.

A further initiative came in
June this year, when the Gov-
ernment announced a scheme

to encourage universities to-

market their own research suc-
cesses, in a bid to put an end to
wasted opportunities,
Callecr Universit
this seeks to unloc

Challenge,
the wealth

of knowledge and innovation in
Britain's colleges by creatin
£50 million in venture capital.
The project was announced by
the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, Gordon Brown, in his
budget. The challenge will in-
vite universities to compete for
funds for seed-venture capital.
These will be used to help tum
scientific discoveries into
commercially viable projects,
improve university business
awareness and bring innova-
tive and competitive products Lo
the market place.

The days when Britain had a
reputation for producing bril-
liant inventors and researchers
but less-imaginative en-
trepreneurs are over. John Bat-
tle, the Minister for Science,
Energy and Industry, said:
"With University Challenge, the
Government is showing that it
is serious about supporting ef-
forts to renew Britaln and en-
sure that it is an enterprising
nation building on our science-
base success in the 21st cen-

tury.”

UK Trade Fair

Questions to the British High
Commissioner and Replies

gl: Huwdumﬂpwth}umufhltyur:

Trade Fair?

Q4: Do you think there is scope

for ho

esh-Britain Trade Fairs either here or

A: Last year's fair was an outstanding success
with’ the vast majority of exhibiting companies
achieving worthwhile business or developing
new relationships that will lead on to strong
business partnerships in the future. For exam-

ple, more than £300,000 worth of direct sales .

were made at the irade fair last year. The follow
on business that was generated through the con-
tacts made at the Fair will almost certainly have
been worth many times that figure. It is not sur-
prising therefore that, as a result of this success,
our companies and the Department of Trade and
Industry agreed with me tgat the UK Trade Fair
should become an annual event.

Q2: What are the major highlights of this
year's Trade Fair?

A: This second UK Trade Fair will again
showcase the wide range of British techno ﬁ
and services available in Bangladesh. It will

rovide an opportunity for the Bangladeshi
Eusineas community to renew links with UK
suppliers and develop new buying or co-opera-
tive arrangements. We also hope that the fair
will help to identify new opportunities for joint
veniures between British and Bangladeshi com-
Eanies. By focussing attention on the depth and

readth of British commercial interest in
Bangladesh we hope to reinforce once again the
strength of British companies’' commitment to
doing-business in Bangladesh; thereby building
on and reinforcing the already good partnershi
in trade that exists to the mutual benefit of bot
countries, This year's Trade Fair will have at
least 30 per cent more companies exhibiting and
will be more than 50 per cent larger in scale
than in 1997. So already the UK Trade Fair '98
can be said to be bigger and better than before. ]
fully expect that this will be carried through in
to even more sales and worthwhile business op-
portunities than we saw last year.

Q3: How do you think British companies
h:i'u profited /can profit from the UK Trade
Fair?

- A: All participating companies reported that
they were satisfied with the business transacted
during the Fair. However, the real benefits of the
event will have been felt in the lnn%::r term
through the follow on business and new business
relationships that ‘have developed from the ini-
tial contact at the Trade Fair.
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Britain?

A: In many ways the UK Trade Fair 1998 is
already very much a Bangladesh-Britain Trade
Fair. Most of the companies represented have es-
tablished businesses in Bangladesh run by local
business people and employing a large number
of Bangladeshi ple. These companies have

also invested heavily in Bangladesh over the

years.

. Qsi:mmmq:itﬂfm edwimtﬂmﬂh e in-
stitutions are generally happy wit e re-
reoelvuf from students?

A: Definitely, and the evidence for this is
that British institutions come here for education
promotion visits such as the Education Exhibi-
tion in the UK Trade Fair 1998, Bangladeshi stu-
dents are hardworking and are doing very well.
The interest in Bangladeshi students is self-evi-
dent and growing because last year seven British
Institutions participated in the Education Exhi-
bition, this year there will be fifteen represented.
Furthermore, a few British institutions are now
offering partial scholarships to Bangladeshi
students [more details of which can be obtained
by contacting the British Council Education
Promotion Unit). :

6: Are more students from Bangladesh at-
te British institutions than before?

A: Yes, a British degree is highly sought after
and becoming more so as the level of skill and
pportunities increase in Bangladesh. In
1997, 709 student visas were issued to
Bangladeshi students, but by October 1998 the
figure had already reached 678 and so should ex-
ceed last year's total comfortably.

Q7: What-is the number and names of British
Multinationals (MNCs) now having production
operations in Bangladesh?

A: There are more than fifty UK companies
based in Bangladesh and a number are involved
in local manufacture of one kind or another.
With this number of companies it would be fm-
possible to name them all but I think the follow-
ing list (all of- which will.be exhibiting at the
show) is a good indication of the range of British
companies wurkinngith. Bangladesh:

BOC, BAT, BP, Cairn Energy. Cum-
mins/Pethbow, Duncan Brothers, GEC, James
Finlay, Lever Brothers, Shell, Tootal Thread.
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While some of our competitors claim to be "the most
advanced” or "No.1", the truth is that Castrol has won more
world championships in 1997 than any other motor oil.
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Use BP Engine Oils

Meghna Petroleum Ltd. markets all
BP Lubricants in Bangladesh.

- We have the
right oil for your

engine.

The range of BP Engine Oils
marketed by Meghna Petroleum in
Bangladesh is suitable for all types
of engines. Older or newer normally
aspirated petrol and deisel engines.
as well as for turbo charged
engines. BP gives you the range
that keeps your engine happier...
longer. Use BP Engine Oil for

Q Best Engine Performance

Q Complete Engine Protection

Q Long Engine Life




