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UK Trade Fair

RADE and foreign direct

investment are major
engines of growth in
developed and developing

"countries alike. The volume of
goods traded worldwide today is
16 times greater than it was in
1950, Outflows of foreign direct
investment (FDI) have grown
even faster, risin% twenty-five
fold during the last quarter
century, from $14 billion to
8350 billion a year. The
associated trade and invest-
ment-induced market integra-
tion has led to de?er forms of
economic interdependence
among nations. This is true of
trade between developed coun-
tries like Britain and a growing
number of dew:lnpln%]muntneﬂ
like Bangladesh, which have
become more closely linked to
the global economy.

Britain has and continues to
play a significant role in world
trade. In 1996, the UK was the
5th lar%eat exporter and im-
porter of goods and 4th largest
exporter of services. On invest-
ments, the UK remains the 2nd
largest outward investor as well
being, the 2nd largest recipient

I am very happy to knotw that the 3-day UK Trade Fair begins
on 2nd December in Dhaka.

The UK Embassy in Bangladesh has been arranging this
colourful trade fair for the second consecutive year and has
achieved some sticcess in pooling mutual resources for
expanding bilateral trade links. I hope, the entrepreneurs and
businessmen of the UK will have fruitful interactions with local
consumers to improve the quality and expand markets of their
products through the trade fair.

I hope, the fair will also help attract more British
investment in Bangladesh as we are offering wide range of
incentives to the investors. Bangladesh great!y value the
foreign investment especially from the UK for historical
relationship. The trade fair will definitely strengthen our
bilateral relationship and it will contribute in bolstering
mutual trade which has been incyeasing over the years.

I wish every success of the UK Trade Fair.

I Tofail Ahmed
Minister

Ministry of Industries

I Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

ORLD events move at a
Wrapid pace and book

publishing has a lon
gestation so it's rare for a boo
to be bang up-to-date. "One
Billion Shoppers" by British
writers Paul French and
Matthew Crabbe, assesses Asia's
fast moving markets after the
| meltdown, and is an exception.

and has many examples and

references as late as mid 1998.

It's the most up-to-date account

of the unfolding saga of Asia's

gdjustment to a new world or-
er.

"One Billion Shoppers”, pub-
lished by Nicholas Brearley,
says that Asia will continue to
be an active market in the short
term. It points out that before
the end of the twentieth cen-
tury, Asians will make up half
the world's total population and
that five hundred million
Asians will have spendin
power equivalent to their mid-
dle class counterparts in West-
ern Europe and North America.

Each year, several million
south-east Asians become first
generation owners of washing
‘machines, microwave ovens
and mobile phones, The new
Asian market, says the book's
blurb, cannot be ignored, but it
must be understood by Euro-
peans if they are to become val-
ued ners.

The crucial

The 'last Jew months hdoé seen international financial and
economic turbulence of an almost unprecedented range and
seriousness. Bangladesh has remained largely immune, but has
suffered greatly from the devastating of 1998, the most
serious for at least the last 100 years.

It is at times of adversity such as these that it s important to
stick to the fundamentals of free trade, increased investment
and structural reforrn. That is why I am so enco that the
second UK Trade Fair in Dhaka is going to be bigger and better
than the successful pioneer of 1997. It will demonstrate, yet
again, that Britain is a partner that can be relied on in difficult
times as well as the good times.

I am sure that many good contacts will be made and old ones
re-inforced during the fair, and I look forward to many deals
being struck that will be of benefit both to British companies
and their Bangladeshi partners and customers.

Let us build on the foundations we have so successfully laid
to our mutual benefit.

question is

- David Walker
British High Commissioner in Bangladesh

Will it be a re-run on the old
style 1990s decade markets, all
~ gung-ho and busy-busy, or will

It deals with the new Asia -

"what sort of Asia will emerge?”
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Britain and Bangladesh — Partners in Trade

by Harold D Biswas

of overseas investment in the
world. Trade is very important
to the UK economy. The funda-
mental attractions for business
remain as strong as ever which
is why Britain is the business
centre of Europe and the first
choice location for many of the
world's leading investors. This
is one reason why Britain is a
committed supporter of free and
open markets across the globe.
With its strong economic
and industrial bac und, the
UK is a major trading partner of
Bangladesh. UK exports in the
first 9 months of this year to
Bangladesh stood at some £60
million, while Bangladesh sold
goods worth some %180 million

10 UK. These figures reflected

steady growth in the apparel
and glnthlng. fish, fruﬂpaand
vegetables and leather products
sectors. The historic institu-
tional and cultural links with
Bangladesh have helped, to a
great extent, in fostering trad-
ing relations between the two
countries. The growing poten-
tial of Bangladesh, helped by
the actions of successive gov-
ernments and private sector

initiatives. has further encour-
aged local emerging sectors to
seek western lechnuln%: and
services from Britain. Britain
is one of the largest investors in
Bangladesh with significant
investments in aviation, bank-
ing, gas exploration and devel-
opment, power, tea, tobacco and
other consumer goods.
Following on from the re-
sc}undil;g success of the first UK
Trade Fair in Bangladesh, in
March 1997. the second Fair
will again showcase the wide
range of British technology,
and services available in
Bangladesh. The products and
services at the Fair range from
industrial machinery for the
electrical, textile and power
generdtion sector, to industrial
gases, commercial and private
vehicles, petroleum products
and exploration technology.,
chemicals, dairy products, to-
baccos, security equipment,
household and consumer prod-
ucts and optical lenses. On the
services side there will be bank-
ing, project, engineering and
management consultancy, edu-
cation and training, computers,

Special Supplement

tea plantation, shipping, desi
and construction exhibits. The
Fair is bigger this year both in
size and scope. Many of the par-
ticipants are well established in
Bangladesh while others are
relatively new to the market.
The Fair also introduces some
British companies who are
seeking to enter the market for
the first time.

It is believed that the
UK Trade Fair '98 will con-
tribute further to the dewvelop-
ment of Ban 'S economy,
through new orders received by
participants, the development
of new trading links and per-
haps through the start of new
cu-::jperatlve ventures. The UK
Trade Fair will, therefore, help
to achieve the long-term objec-
tive of developing the trading
relationship tween Britain
and Bangladesh into an ever
stronger and more mutually
beneficial partnership in the
years to come,

The writer is UK Trade Pro-
motion Adviser, British High
Commission, Dhaka.

Asia's Consumers

by lain Dale, OBE

we see a more cautious, more
considered Asia, more in tune
with mature markets?

Paul French and Matthew
Crabbe say that change will be
gradual but that it is possible,
even at this early stage, to fore-
cast the direction. The down-
turn has provoked investment,
not reduced it. They point out
the sudden rise in out of town
retailers — a more cost-effective
shopping alternative. which
has been provoked by different
times. They point also to the
dominant British pharmacy
chain Boots, who is expanding
in Thailand by opening 40 new

ores because recession has
roduced a new environment of
ower rents and flexible lease
terms. British premier league
soccer club Manchester United
plans to open a chain of stores
across Asia following intense
interest in the World Cup tour-
nament.

The jewellery market in

China has seen the impact of
changing times. As economic
prospects softened, there was a
swlng to Eleﬁant and sophisti
cated low key merchandise,
made from platinum. rather
than the %audy gold jcwl:llerly_".
symbols ol conspicuous wealt
ales ol the new style jewellery
are zooming in 1998
Asia is a newly booming
market for financial services
reflecting a more respectful
view of the new pitfalls and
hurdles of life. Pensions. insur-
ance, and health care are all re-
ported to be increased. Admit-
tedly, part of the momentum
comes from a growing number
of professionals looking for
jobs — direct selling of finan-
cial products is one route out of
joblessness — but it does em-
Ehasise that change is created
y opportunism.
Direct selling. say Mr
French and Mr Crabbe, are in
for a rise as low cost and low

' BBC World Service

broadcaster.

service covering the world.

analysis makin

make the service the envy

news and current affairs
brings up-to-date information

HE BBC World Service is the world's leading international

Long before CNN was thought of, the BBC had develo
an unprecedented international news and information

With correspondents around the globe the BBC World Service
offers an unparalleled service to literally millions of

Up-to-the-minute reports of news as it happens.
sense ol the headlines and inlormed
comments from the world's top journalists have combined to
of the world.

Everyday people living throughout the Asia Pacific turn to
BBC World Service for news around the
programme East Asia Today also

eople.
etailed

globe. The twice daily

m the region. And it's not just

news — music, drama, sport, art, business news and education
are just some of the rich variety of programmes.

ut World Service is more

an just an En

sh radio station.

It also broadcasts in Thai, Indonesian, Cantonese, Mandarin,
Vietnamese and Burmese — just some of the 44 language services
beamed every day from Bush House in London.

To keep

listeners up-to-date with

programmmes there is

monthly listings magazine, BBC On Air, as well as guides to

programimes,

ou can get the World Service on the Internet. BBC Online

brings you

e best of the BBC direct td

our PC. The World

Service pages will also help you find the frequencies and

pr updates.

you haven't tuned in recently to the World Service try it

today. You will be surprised.

Contact: BBC World Service
Fax: +44 171557 1258

E-mail: worldservice.letters@bbc.co.uk
http: /www.bbc.c.uk /worldservice

~ British Council’s
Education Market
Assessment

economy where the

government and the
private sector have placed much
emphasis on the increase in
investment in educational
services.

Bangladesh is experiencing a

strong and growing private sec-
tor in education which is an

indicator of high market poten-
tial for overseas studies. In
1996, Bangladesh celebrated its
25th tin:ar of Independence,
elected a government which
promised to follow liberal and
consistent economic policies
and emphasised strong social
development.

There is a definite growth in
investment from the govern-
ment for education. is in-
crease is matched by prolific
private sector investment
which has resulted in the in-
crease in number of private
schools and universities. With
sustained economic and
an enterprising middle class,
{llllr.:l mtgr et for edt;ﬁguun is

y to register a rapid growth
and a corres ‘demand
for quality higher education
abroad is expected to grow sig-
nificantly as well.

In 1997, 709 student visas
were issued to stu-
dents. In 1998 (up to October '98)

B ANGLADESH is a growing

- for their

678 student visas were issued
for students wishing to study in
the UK. :

Market Opportunities

Market opportunities for the
UK education sector fall mainly
in the further and higher educa-
tion levels.

* UK further education col-
leges are showing more interest
in Bangladesh than their uni-
versity counterparts. Univer-
sity Foundation Courses (UFC)
have gained substantial popu-
Iarit‘y with local students.

The university courses that
interest local students the most
are LLB and LLM, Medical de-
grees, MBAs and short courses
in development services and
management skills.

* There is great demand for
management courses in
Bangladesh. Typical students
are employees of both private
and public sector firms, admin-
istrators of academic institu-
tions, en reneurs and indus-
trialists.

* In addition, local multina-

tional firms are also in need of

rofessional training courses

managers
ees. These are mainly in Human
Resources Management, Mar-
keting and Information Man-

Continued on page 7
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and employ- *

overhead operators expand into
the new market areas. "One Bil-
lion Shoppers” book quotes an
investment cost of USS130m
and employment for two mil-
lion people in just one Asian
country as an example of the
expansion in low cost direct

Iingl;.
In iree economies, choice is
central and the Customer is
now more than ever the King.
We will see tremendous ch es
in the market thrcughout the
region. Change will be triggered
to the need to reduce costs. We
will also see a greater awareness
of an international outlook in
Asia. Ahead of markets growing
again in Asia Pacific,
manufacturers will have to
look at overseas for sales
rowth and that means a need
or even greater international-
i1sm amongst Asian business-
mern.
May be this recession is not
a break for Asian companies. It
could be a catalyst, wEJf:h pro-
vokes a switch to a new expan-
sion, a new worldliness for
ma%:ehsian companies,
writer is a British busi:
nessman who serves on the
British Overseas Trade Board
and National Council of the
Confederation of British Indus-
try (CBl). He is the former
chairman of the South East
Asia Trade Advisory Group
(SEATAG). Through his former
company, Dale Electric Inter-
national, he developed exten-
sive business interests in Asia-

pacific.

Britain & Bangladesh-Partners in Trade
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I am delighted to

learning more about

be visit B?;b?mn
mﬂewﬂhmmmﬂ% in Dhakao.

fascinating country.

MESSAGE

this time
This will
my first visit to Banti.'.:desh and I am looking forward to

the last

During
few months I have heard many positive things about

Bangladesh, particularly about the enormous o
nuani?able in

ities

sector, and this visit will a unigue
self. As

|l G was es keen to

energy
opportunity to gain firsthand knowledge for

Minister, my ecessor Nige
be involved in UK/Bang

Fdroog

as many le as possible d
Now that the problems posed

a little,

ladesh tr
visits earlier this year, he had the op
Tofail Ahmed, MP, Minister for Commerce & Industry and Mr
Sobhan, Executive Chairman, Board of Investment. |
look forward to continuing this important dialogue by meeting

and
ity to meet with Mr

%ﬁ%&mﬁmmm

it is import@nt that international business and

investors are encouraged to visit Bangladesh. The DTI's
Southern Asia Advisory Group trade mission in October was a
clear signal of the UK's commitment. The second UK Trade Fair.
being so well attended by British companies, both old and new
to Bangladesh, is another sign of that commitment.

Kim Howells,

Parliamenta

Consumer airs,

United Kingdom Department of Trade and Industry

Under Secretary of State for Competition and

Following the success of the
Education Fair in March 1997,
a second British Education Ex-
hibition will take place in
Dhaka from 2-4 cember
1998.

The exhibition is designed to
showcase a range of British in-
stitutions at college and univer-
sity level. Its purpose is to pro-
vide an opportunity for
prospective students and their
parents, teachers, personnel
and training managers to talk
directly to representatives of
the UK instilutions at the exhi-
bition.

Fifteen UK institutions will

be taking part in the exhibition. -

Many of those participating
have a wealth of experience in
welco oversedas students to
the UK. Representatives will be
able to answer questions on
both academic and personal
topics. This exhibition is a
‘must’ _for any student cortem-
plating studying in the UK,

The institutions represented
will, between them, cover the
range of British further and
higher education and you will
be able (o obtain advice and in-

Jormation that will enable you

to make informed choices about
studying in the UK. Promo-
tional brochures,

leaflets,

-:E : = l_ﬁ | |
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Fee

prospectuses and application
forms will all be made avail-
able during the exhibition.

The Fair has been
bl}.{m the British Council in
Dhaka, and our staff will be
present to offer advice and an-
swer any questions you may
have. You may follow -
quiries made at the exhibition,
or come and see us at any time
in our offices in Dhaka and
Chittagong.

I wish you an enjoyable and
fruitful visit to the Education
Exhibition.

Tom Cowin
Director

The British Council

Bangladesh. l
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