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DSE polls
stayed

By M Shamsur Rahman

A court yesterday stayed the
December 17 election of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange follow-
ing filing of a suit by a DSE
Council Member against the de-
cision of its Election Council
and the Election Appeal Board.

The Fifth Sessions Judge’'s
court also directed the Election
Council to stop all election
preparations.

ouncil member Kazi Feroz
Rashid on Thursday sued the
DSE, its Chairman, Chairman
of the Election Council along
with two members and Chair-
man of the Appeal Board along
with two members.

The court yesterday stayed
all election preparations until
hearing of injunctions and di-
rected the defendantis to
"maintain status quo.”

The Election Council of the

bourse had earlier decided to al-
low Rakibur Rahman to con-
tinue as a member of the DSE
Council for another term al-
though he was “"out”™ following
an open lottery.

The lottery became in-
evitable as none of the council-
lors volunteered to withdraw.

According to new election
rules adopted late last year, four
of the 12 elected councillors are
to retire every year. The vacant
posts are to be filled through di-
rect election. There are provi-
sions for lottery in case none
volunteers to retire.

See Page 12 Col 2

BNP, allies
to observe
mass hunger
strike today

BNP and its allies will ob-
serve a mass hunger strike for
eight hours from 9 am today to

rotest price hike of essentials,
awlessness and persecution of
opposition activists, reports

The mass hunger strike at
Paltan Maidan will be led by
BNP chairperson and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament

m eda Zia.

e hunger strike is also to
protest increase of gas price,
imposition of fresh tax of Tk
300 crore, rape incidents by
"BCL members" at Jahangirna-
gar University, maldistribution
of VGF- cards, irregularities,
corruption, attack on opposi-
tion rallies, arrest and harass-
ment of opposition leaders and
workers by implicating them in
"false" cases.

BNP sources said Khaleda
Zia is likely to announce a
mass contact programme
through railway and road
across the country to drum up
support for midterm election.

It was learnt that Jamaat-e-
Islami will not take part in the
mass hun%cr strike but it will
express solidarity with the pro-
gramime.

Pabna by-polls
Police prepare
list of 684
“terrorists’ in
nine thanas

PABNA, Dec 1: Local police
has prepared a list of 684 'ter-
rorists’ in nine thanas of the
district for arrest to ensure fair
peolling in Pabna-2 con-
stituency, reports UNB.

Official sources said copies
of the list had al been sent
to the Home Ministry, Election
Commission and authorities
concerned.

Meanwhile, police in sepa-
rate drives arrested 150 people
from different thanas of the
district.

Of the listed . 174 were
in Sadar thana, 373 in Ishurdi,
24 in Sathiya, nine each in Su-
janagar ‘and Chatmohar, 10
each in Atghoria and Bh .
11 in Faridpur and 64 in a
thanas.

T

The main entrance to the Ahsan Manzil, the pink palace of the Nawabs of Dhaka on the eastern bank of the

......

Buriganga, remains shut, leaving its approaches to the vendors. The 19th century marvel of Indo-Moghul and
European architecture face encroachment from all and sundry — the vendors, merchants and touts. The government
spent Tk 14 crore in two phases from 1986 to 1994. But the palace with a museum is losing its shine. Faulty repair is
threatening its structure, and a planned market at its precinct by certain elements is likely to deal a final blow to the
— Star photo by A K M Mohsin

archaeological site.

-ation between

AL politics in Chittagong

Arch rivals under

the same tent!

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Dec 1: Intra-
party rivalry in Chittagong unit
of Awami League has taken a
dramatic turn with a reconcili-
Mayor Mohiud-
din Chowdhury and his once
arch rival here Akhtaruzzaman
Chowdhury who is also a cen-
trahleadcr of the party, insiders
said.

Mohiuddin Chowdhury, who
is general secretary of Chit-
tagong city AL, and his rival
Were e ed in a bitter race for
long to establish domination in
city politics,

A number of incidents of
confrontation between Mohi-
uddin group and its rival group
took place in the city. Even dur-
ing the public meeting of the
party chief at Laldighi maidan
in 1993, a gunfight erupted be-
tween the two groups, leavin
casualties, the insiders pointe
out.

But Akhtaruzzaman fled the
country being accused in a sen-

Three killed 1n

city incidents
By Staff Correspondent
Three persons were killed in
two incidents in city's Mo-

hammadpur and Sadarghat ar-
eas yesterday.

The victims were identified
as Saleh Ahmed, 42, Azizur
Rahman, 45, of Basila under

See Page 12 Col 6

sational murder case in Dhaka
during BNP rule. Mohiuddin
then established his hold in
city politics.

During his absence from the
country, Akhtaruzzaman also
lost control of the student front
led by former BCL central
leader from Chittagong A J M
Nasir due to difference of opin-
ion, sources said.

Nasir later tried to emerge as
an Awami League leader in the
city.

Although Akhtaruzaman

reconciled with Mohiuddin to
check the rise of Nasir, he is
trying to organise a counter
student front drawing Abdul
Kader, formerly belonging to
Nasir up and now known as
leader of der Bahini, and a
faction of BCL favoured by Mo-
hiuddin and minister M A
Mannan, the insiders added.

But another minister,
Mosharraf Hossain. is report-
edly backing Nasir.

Akhtaruzzaman is also re-
I.wrted}y trginlg to obtain re-
ease of a BCL taction leader ar-
rested recently, who is on the
list of home ministry as a ter-
rorist, sources said.

Even he is also ng to ob-
tain release of Shibir-backed
Nasir Bahini leader Nasir for
drawing him in his favour, the
sources added.

Meanwhile, AJM Nasir is
also lobbying to secure Awami

League nomination to contest
the next mayor election here.

Cambodia tops

First anniversary of CHT accord today

Discontent brews but
rallies to be peaceful

The first anniversary of
signing of the historic Chit-

ong Hill Tracts peace accord
will be observed by differ-
ent organisations, with the
PCJSS having a note of discon-
tent and the Awami Lea%;l.lt
marking it as a success of the
government.

BNP-backed Sarbadaliya
Oikkya Parishad, a forum of
Bangalee settlers, will observe
“protest day” today against the
accord

Although the three groups
have announced separate é)m—
grammes to observe the day,
they will remain careful not to
interrupt each others’ rallies
and demonstrations, sources
said. Even the Awami League is
avoiding a rally at amati
where the PCJSS (Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity) is holding a rally at lo-
cal stadium at 1 p.m. Awami
League is holding its rally at
Chandraghona.

The Oikkya Parishad is
holding a rally two km away at
Reserve Bazar in which BNP
leader Abdullah Al-Noman will

By Special Correspondent

be the chief guest.

Minister for CHT Affairs
Kalparanjan Chakma along
with State Minister for Plan-
ning Mohiuddin Khan A.lam%ir
will address a rally at Shapla
Square at Khagrachari at 11
a.m. The Oikkya Parishad will
stage a demonstration in the
town centre at 3 p.m. and the
PCJSS will hold a meeting at
the Town Hall at 10 a.m.

The CHT accord is the
result of 25 formal meetings be-
tween the PCJSS and the gov-
ernment — six during Awami
League rule, 13 during the rule
of its predecessor BNP and six
during the regime of General
Ershad who opened formal
talks in October 21, 1988.

The grounds for formal
meetings between the military
and the PCJSS were laid in
1979-80 through informal con-
tacts and secret parleys.

The accord was signed on De-
cember 2, 1997 between the
PCJSS led by Jyotirindriyo
Bodhipriyo Larma alias Shantu
Larma and the National Com-
mittee on CHT. headed by its

convener and Chief Whi
Jatiya Sangsad Abul
Abdullah.

The signing took place at the
International Conference Cen-
tre in presence of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, members of
her Cabinet and other digni-
taries.

But the t is yet to be
fully implemented because of a
discord between the govern-
ment and the PCJSS over
nomination of three members
from the Bangalee community
in the Interim onal Council
(RC) , assigned to oversee local
government, development work
and law and order in the three
hill districts.

Shantu Larma declined to
take charge of the RC as its first
chairman, nominated by the
government. He also publicly
accused the government of
flouting its “verbal™ under-
standing with the PCJSS.

The government however de-
nied the claim of Shantu Larma
that there was any “secret deal”
between the two sides.

See Page 12 Col 7
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HIV infection
rate in Asia
TOKYO, Dec 1:

Asia handed out ms and
wore red ribbons today as part

of efforts on World S Day to

raise awareness about the

of the disease, especially

in underdeveloped countries,
reports AP.

In Japan, the Health Min-
istry organ
central Tokyo to spread the
world about AIDS and

le across

ised rallies and
charity concerts in a square in

AL leaders will
have to stand public
trial for signing
accord: BNP

Opposition BNP said ruling
party leaders would have to

{ stand public trial for signing

the "anti-state” accord with the
Shantibahini, reports UNB.

Party Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan on the eve
of the first anniversary of CHT
peace accord in a statement yes-
terday said, December 2 is a
black day as the government,
on this day in 1997, signed such
an accord which is contrary to
the Constitution.

Bhuiyan alleged the accord
created discriminations among
the tribal and non-tribal in-
habitants of the hill region.
"The nation has rejected the
black accord by launching Long
March, hartal and demonstra-
tions." he said.

The BNP leader said one
party to the "black” accord is
now pressing for implementa-
tion of the secret deal apart
from the written one.

"But the government re-
mained mysteriously silent on
this unwritten agreement,” he
said. It is clear that the "one
tenth of the country's territory
will be ceded from the mainland
if the accord is implemented’,
he added.

The BNP secretary general
said fall of the government
would have to be expedited
through mass movement to pro-

tect the country's integrity and -

sovereignty.

Interns of eight
medical colleges

on strike
By DMC Correspondent

The interns of the eight gov-
ernment medical college hospi-
tals in the country yesterday
began a 72-hour work stoppage,
according to a press release of
the Young Doctors’ Movement
Council.

The YDMC had earlier an-
nounced the agitation pro-
e to press home its six-

Don't spoil them, urges PM

Power mongers supply
youths with arms

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said her gov-
ernment has made special ef-
forts to turn the youth forces
into a valudble human re-
source, gh"iﬂ% utmost impor-
tance on youth development in
national uplift planning, re-
ports UNDB,

"We don't want to spoil the
ouths by supplying firearms or
y offering the scope to earn il-

legal money ... we want to
groom the youths as worthy
citizens in a healthy manner,"
she said while inaugurating a
National Youth Festival at Os-
many Memorial Hall in the
morning.

The Youth and Sports Min-

istry organised the week-long
festival with this year's theme
— Skilled Youth Force: Self-Re-
liant Economy.

The promising youths were
supplied with arms and thrown
to the world of terrorism, she
said adding that this was done
deliberately by the power mon-
gers.

The Prime Minister said the
usurpers knew that it would be
difficult to cling to power if
moral values in the youths
could not be destroyed. Not only
that, the anti-liberation. forces
also tried to distort the na-

tional history, she added.
"But, through a long move-
ment during the post-75
mes, we've reorganised and

inspired the youth forces who.

with their indomitable spirit,
later toppled the autocrats and
neo-autocrats.”

She said after assuming
power, the government has
taken steps to expand the youth
development activities to the
remote areas, and extended it in
all thanas of the country.

Hasina said the main objec-
tives of these activities were to
provide easy term loan to the
youths and give them training
in income-generating projects.

Later, the Prime Minister
distributed the National Youth

Awards for 1998 to 16 self-em-

loyed youths and handed over
oans to three youths at the
function.

The youth award winners
are: Jyotsna Ara Begum, Abul
Kalam Azad, Nazma Begum,
Abdul Bari, Sabita Rani Pal,
Khorshed Alam, Nayar Sul-
tana, AKM Masudur Rahman,
Ferdausi Hasan Smriti, Mo-
hammad Nizamuddin, Kulsum
Begum, HKawsar Hossain
Mintoo, Dilruba Habib, Zakaria
Chowdhury, Mathui Ching
Marma and Zaman Khan.

The Bangladesh Road
Transport Workers Federation
(BRTWF) has called a country-
wide strike for an indefinite pe-
riod to press home their . 11-
point demand from today, re-

ports UNB.

"We have been compelled to
call the strike as the govern-
ment did not pay heed to our
demands,” B president M
General Islam told a press con-
ference yesterday.

Bus, minibus, truck, tank
lorry, taxi, micro-bus, au-
torickshaw and tempo will
come under the purview of the
strike, he said.

The demands include stop-
ping the move for banning
tempo and auto-rickshaw, se-
curity of transport workers in
the hill tracts, easy issuance of
driving licence, stern action
against illegal toll collection,
stopping requisition of vehicles
by the government without due
payment, suspension of leasing
out ports including Chittagong,
Mongla and Benapole in the
name of modernisation and ex-
pansion.

Islam also demanded fulfil-
ment of the demands of the re-
gional committees of the Fed-
eration.

Slum allegedly
set afire at

Kamalapur

By Staff Correspondent

At least 10 people were in-
jured and about 2500 rendered
shelterless as a gang of hood-
lums allegedly set fire to a slum
near the Inland Container De-
pot (ICD) at Kamalapur in the
city in the early hours of Tues-
day, police said.

The fire, lasting over an
hour from 1:00 am, razed to the

round about 500 shanties at
kkapara slum.

The injured including a
woman were treated at local
clinics.

The slum dwellers alleged
that the ICD authorities which
own the slum site were desper-
atelf' tq{ing to-evict them:for
the last few days.

The ICD authorities could
not be contacted for their com-
ment.

Police quoting the FIR filed
in this regard said some hood-
lums first sprayed petrol and
then set fire to the shanties.
"All the 473 shanties were gut-
ted in the blaze.”

_ Fire brigade sources, how-
ever, said about 400 shanties
were gutted.

Noor Islam, owner of a gro-
cery in the locality, lodged the
FIR with Sabujbagh thana ac-
cusing a gang — Khokon, Raza,
Tapan and their accomplices.

ASI Farid Ahmed, who was
on petrol in the area, told The
Daily Star yesterday that he
had seen the flame at the mid-
dle of the slum and immedi-
ately informed fire service con-
trol room at about 1:00 am. He,
however, did not see anyone
near by.

Being informed by the con-
trol room fire fighters arrived
at the spot at 1:19 am and
doused the blaze at 2:15 am, he
added.
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Column: The Outside
Story
by Sabir Mustafa

Page 4
| Business

Fry crisis throws spanner
in shrimp farming
| NAFTA experience under
study to launch SAFTA
DSE, CSE price
quotations

Pages 8,9 & 10

Supplement

A two-page supplement
on ‘UK Trade Fair’ on
Pages6 & 7

a three-week AIDS awareness

P fadian prostitutes ur

t to involve
ting AIDS.

Several hundred demonstra-
tors, mostly school children
along with adult AIDS activists
and prostitutes, marched

See Page 12 Col 3
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The AIDS Awar;e:::ess Forum (AAF) brought out a colourful
proession in the city yesterday marking the World AIDS

Day.'

— Star photo

ater submitted a memorandum

to the principal of the college.
The young doctors at private

clinics wore black badges.

Normal activities at the
hospitals were badly affected
due to the work stoppage. Emer-
gency squads were, however,
working at the hospitals, YDMC
said,

The Dhaka Medical College

Hospital (DMCH) emergency
wing cannot
most
-Tetanus Toxoid -used to treat
cut injuries due to lack of a
freezer for the last six months.

one of the

essential wvaccines

Health Minister Salahuddin

Yusuf had ordered shif of
the lone freezer from the P
room to the

emergency wing on
25 September but that wl:ntgun-
heeded by the hospital authori-
ties. The order was when a
Daily Star correspondent drew
his attention to the fact when
he was under treatment at the
VVIP room of the hospital at
that time. The minister had as-
sured this correspondent that

By Staff Correspondent

the freezer would be shifted to
the emergency wing within half
an hour

The minister was generous
enough to make a telephone call
at The Dally Star office to in-

form that he had directed
DMCH Deputy Director to shift
the freezer. "1 have already di-
rected the deputy director of the
hospital to place it in the emer-
gency”, he had said and
thanzcd The Daily Star for
drawing his attention to the
problem.
A report on the matter was
ublished in. The Daily Star on
piember 26.
When contacted on Wednes-

day, Director of DMCH
Brigadier Badrul Munir said
that he did not get any directive
from the minister in this re-

gard.

“The freezer is meant for the
VVIP room and it will remain
there.” he said.

Asked when would the emer-
gency wing get a freezer, he said,
“*Procurement process for
freezer and other appliances is
on. As soon as it is completed
we will supply a freezer to the
emergency.

When his attention was
drawn again to the matter on
Sunday, the health minister

Freezer only for VVIPs, not commoners

said, “I had directed the deputﬁ
director of the hospital to shi
the freezer but if they don't obey
my order. I cannot help it. I told
the hospital authorities that
the freezer is not required in the
VVIP room and it should be
taken to the emergency wing. It
is now up to the hospital au-
thorities to decide where the
freezer should be.”

Meanwhile, patients at the
emergency are being asked by
the emergency medical officers
(EMO) to purchase the vaccine
from drug stores outside. "We
are compelled to request the pa-
tients to get the vaccine” said
Mozammel Haq, one of the
EMOs,
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