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Campus Worries

Student politics has become a major source of
worry for those willing to think about the future of
the country. Once the vanguard of popular aspira-
tions for political freedom and social progress, the
student groups have, over the past couple of
decades, degenerated into small factions charac-
terised by a penchant for criminality. Yet, there is
hardly any perceptible move by either university
administrations or the government to cleanse the
campuses of the gun-toting, bribe-extorting crimi-
nality that have come to characterise student poli-
tics. Political parties, with which these student
groups are aligned, have found it convenient to al-
low things to degenerate this way. The students are
now mere pawns in a power game that often in-
volves violence.

One person who seems to have made it a duty to
speak out against this degeneration of student poli-
tics is President Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed. In
one interesting observation on Sunday, the Presi-
dent pointed out that student leaders were becom-
ing millionaires through their ill activities on the
campuses, and asked what impact this could have
on young students going for higher studies. After
all, if one can become a millionaire, member of
parliament or minister by engaging in politics of
the underworld, then where is the incentive to
study, learn and become a good citizen? But the
question is, are the political leaders of the country,
who are largely responsible for this state of affairs,
listening?

Society can no longer allow criminality such as
armed violence, routine extortion, even rape, to
continue without legal actions being taken against
the culprits. Criminality, of whatever kind and
committed by “cadres” of whichever party., should
be rooted out ruthlessly. But the point is, who will
bell the cat? As long as major political parties con-
tinue to nurture their own gangs of goons under
guise of “student party”, the administrative ma-
chinery is likely to remain powerless. The politi-
cal parties themselves have to take the responsi-
bility by publicly severing links with their groups
on the campus. Political parties may even consider
putting a 10-year moratorium on political activi-
ties on the campus. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has already captured the imagination of the nation
by making a non-hartal declaration. Now she can
set another example of visionary politics by taking
the lead in severing her party's links with student

groups.
Murky BTV Slot

We have been lately observing a BTV presenta-
tion trend in which a terrorist or two arrested from
a politically surcharged spot would be shown mak-
ing confessional statements. Their sole point is
they were acting under the directives of one or the
other leader in the opposition camp and not of
their own volition so as to deserve campassion re-
formed. . o g e de

The practice reeks of propaganda that is dis-
creditably old and obsolete. The 'former terrorists’
reeled off catchy details implicating their former

mentors in the crimes they were caught commit-
ting.

E%ithnut going into the veracity or otherwise of
their versions which are a fit subject for corrobo-
rative investigation and consideration of a right
to reply automatically deserved by the affected, it
can be asserted that the whole exercise is fraught
with dangers of all kinds. It is aberrant for the
state-run TV to be stepping on a territory that is in-
contestably police jurisdiction and a matter ulti-
mately for the magistrate to dispose of according
to the standard procedure of the law of the land.
Surely the government is expected to stay clear of
even any oblique suggestion that what the BTV was
doing could be construed as a trial by the media.
That's where lies the government's credibility de-
molition as its professed pursuit of an autonomous
status for BTV turns into a cruel joke.

This is a risky slot the BTV has opened. A whole
bunch of terrorists on gun-runners when caught
might fall for naming names among political or
social leaders to bail themselves out the easy way.
We want the new BTV 'brain-wave' stopped on the
tracks by the highest authority in the government.
Let's not open the flood-gate of defamatory suites
such shortsighted points-scoring tendency might.

More Than a Mere VIP

Naren Biswas, the name is enough, died on Fri-
day morning. He was ailing for long. Still until he
was hospitalised he attended to his labour of love —
pronunciation and elocution lectures at many in-
stitutions. In the hospital he was provided a kind
of cabin to be shared by another patient. As a uni-
versity teacher of 22 years' standing he had his
peers and even superiors. But as Naren Biswas he
was a unique institution by himself. If he was not a
VIP, a few ever would be. And he died with the lead-
erships of high and mighty organisations and in-
stitutions not r:aring to even peep in and enquire
about how he was faring — not to speak of caring
for his treatment at the highest level now available
to man. Neglect much more than renal failure
seems to have claimed him at last.

The Bengalee people's idea of a nation and their
state stand fast on the base of one Bengalee lan-
guage — used by close to 250 million all over the
globe, 13 million of them living in Bangladesh.
Here spoken Bengalee is not mutually intelligible
among even the literate and professional classes
posing a threat to true national integration and is
a dangerous snag to all-round development spe-
cially in education and the letters. Naren Biswas
made it his life's mission to teach the citizens, the
young ones in particular, to capably use the one
and only standard Bengali spoken form that has
also gone to couch all of Bengali literature since
the advent of the Twentieth Century. Learning and
using the standard, one gets into the company of
all in the land and also all that had been here.

And with what selfless devotion he tried to make
his mission a success! A sturdy and athletic type,
he never suffered from any illness. His self-im-
posed linguistic and literary pains and his incur-
able habit of burning the midnight oil caught up
with him in the end. What end? He was only 53. He
was on overdrive, and that exhausted him.

Lack of proper treatment closed the file rich
with so many achievements and love and admira-
tion of so many. Cultural activists gave gallons of
blood for him but could not buy him a furlough
from Death, the Kritanta.

[ The Eailgnggiztr—_]
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PM's 'No Hartal Promise

Sheikh Hasina declared
that she will never use
hartal as a political weapon
when she returns to opposition.
Many commentators have
praised her for this declaration
and termed it timely and
statesmanlike. Many even see it
as the beginning of a new
political era in which sanit
will prevail over the self-
destructive nature of
Bangladesh's confrontational
litics. It is only the BNP's re-
usal to reciprocate Prime Min-
ister's declaration that has put
some cold water on such exag-
gerated enthusiasm. Without
%?ing into the details whether
the BNP is right or wrong on the
position that it has taken on
this issue, in this note | will ar-
gue why Prime Minister's
promise in its present form
does not make much sense for
two interrelated reasons. First,
her proposal is incomplete.
Second, it suffers from what is

RECENTLT Prime Minister

called "dynamic inconsis-
tency”.
Looking from Prime Minis-

ter's side of politics, the no
hartal pledge' is an optimal po-
litical strategy for at least three
reasons, First, if the main op-
position party BNP accepts her
proposal, this will lower politi-
cal temperature and then she.
can rule the rest of her term
without facing any organised
political opposition. Second.
given that hartal has become
too crude a political instru-
ment, she wants to disassociate
herself from it with an added
benefit that in doing so, she
may erase her earlier bad repu-
tation vis-a-vis hartal. Third,
some forgiving or suffering pub-
lic with short memory may
even give her credits that she
has risen above nasty hartal
politics for the sake of nation’'s
well-being. Such gestures, if
properly tuned and sold to the

ublic, may bring her some po-
Etical dividends as the day of

by Dr Akhtar Hossain

How Much Sense Does 1t Make?

Constitutional provision barring hartal can in effect become a binding rule for all the political parties.
Without such a binding rule, any whimsical or altruistic political pledge by either Prime Minister or leader
of the opposition will not be credible. When there is lack of credibility, institutions are to be built to ensure
checks and balances over any discretionary behaviour.

judgement is approaching
rapidly. In short, In anybod¥%'s
language, her strategy of killing
many birds by one stone is not a
bad idea after all.

Unfortunately, Prime Min-
ister betrays herself without re-
alising that what she now
thinks is an optimal political
strategy, and will not be a good
strate%y when the time will
come for her to implement it.
This can be explained within
the paradigm of dynamic in-
consistency in public policy. Let
me use a nor-economic hypo-
thetical example to explain the
concept:

If you are a chain smoker,
you are most likely to feel bad
and be concerned about your
health. This does not mean that
you are going to give up smok-

- ing without a fight! The optimal

strategy for you is to promise to
yourself (and to vour family)
that you will give up smoking
from, say, January 1, 1999
Such a promise is optimal for
you because this satisfies your
family's demand while you get
about a month's time for smoke
without any fear and guilt. You
may even believe that you are
really giving up smoking {rom
January 1, 1999. But the reality
is that, although you are kid-
ding with yourself, not every-
body will believe you. Most peo-
ple can safely bet that you will
not give up smoking on January
1, 1999. Why? Because when
January 1, 1999 will knock at

your door, you will find that the
promise that you made about a
month ago is no longer optimal
for you because giving up smok-
ing means a real sacrifice (!) and

- you are not at all prepared to

make a sacrifice unless there
are high costs in reneging your
promise. How do you justify
renc%ng a sound decision? It's
not that difficult. Simply make
another elaborate promise: that
you will stop smoking from
January 1‘2080. may be that is
your nth birthday — a perfect
time for giving up smoking.
(You can cite many similar real
world examples to explain why
ple have in-built reasons to
renege their promises.)
Your promise of ‘'no smok-
ingg and Prime Minister's
romise of ‘no hartal' suffer
rom the same problem: dy-
namic inconsistency. You had
the luxury of making the
promise without realising how
difficult it is to give up smok-
ing. Prime Minister now has
the luxury of making a promise
that is optimal for her while
she is in power. But, if she re-
turns to opposition, she will
find that sge cannot afford to
give up the political weapon in
which everyone believes that
she has gained a comparative
advantage’ over her political
opponent. That is, one does not
have to be a BNP supporter to
predict that she may break her
promise when time will come to
implement it. What does she

need then is an elaborate ex-
cuse, not a big deal in politics.
(By definition, a reverse situa-
tion can be developed for pre-
sent leader of the opposition.
She now finds hartal an opti-
mal strategy, but will definitely
denounce it once she returns to
power.)

The main reason why such a
dynamic inconsistency arises
is that Prime Minister's
Prnmisc is neither binding
legally or morally) nor credible
to the public. Given the po-
larised and divisive nature of
Bangladesh's politics, she will
not have any problem in
reneging her promise without
incurring any political costs or

penalty to herself or to her
party.
Certainly, she has a credibil-

ity problem being the major
user or abuser of hartals. She
can. however, take measures to
create some credibility for her
no-hartal proposal. For exam-
ple. she can make her promise
credible or dynamically consis-
tent by making it binding or
taking a personal position that
would be costly prohibitively
[P{)Iitl{‘al and financial) for her
it she ever reneges her promise.
She’can initiate an amendment
in the constitution to incorpo-
rate a clause, such that begin-
ning from a certain future date
any national or regional hartal
by any registered political party
would be considered a violation
of the constitution. For such an

act, the office bearers of that
party would individually and
collectively be liable and that
will carry a punishment if they
are found guilty by an "inde-
pendent judiciary”.

These are some tentative
suggestions. and there are many
other measures that are avail-
able to make a contract binding
and a commitment credible. As
it takes a long time for someone
to gain trust and credibility in
the eyes of public, the above
measures may not be Enuu%h in
the present context. More fun-
damentally, Prime minister is

not the only player in the game
of politics. To begin with, any
effective constitutional

amendment would require the
support of leader of the opposi-
tion. To make any pledge credi-
ble to the public, the voters
should also be involved in the
process.

The difficult part is to con-
vince the opposition to give up
hartals. However, it can be done
because the opposition has
some vested interests in givin
up hartals if any no-harta
commitment could be made
legally binding. Note that the
BNP, being the major opposi-
tion party. has a fair chance of
returning to power in any future
election. If it returns to power,
then it will have an incentive to
see the Awami League in opposi-
tion remaining engaged in con-
stitutional, rather than hartal,
politics. As these two parties

can effectivel dominate
Bangladesh's pﬂf;lits provided
they cooperate in the spirit of
enlightened seli-interests, they
should enter into a political di-
alogue and amend the constitu-
tion to ban future hartals. The
ball is still in Prime Minister's
court. For example, as an in-
ducement, she can bring for-
ward the next parliamentary
election in early 2000 (or even
earlier) and promise the public
that she will include a referen-
dum question on hartal in that
election for them to decide. If
the referendum question is
passed, then it can be inserted
into the constitution with a
provision that the no-hartal
clause cannot be removed from
the constitution without a fu-
ture referendum.

Such an exercise may appear
cumbersome to many but it will

bring tagether both the opposi-
tion and the public on an im-
portant national issue. Any
such constitutional provision
barring hartal can in effect be-
come a binding rule for all the
litical parties. Without such a
inding rule, any whimsical or
altruistic political pltdFE by
either Prime Minister or leader
of the opposition will not be
credible, en there is lack of
credibility, institutions are to
be built to ensure checks and
balances over any discretionary
behaviour. This is true in both
economics and politics.
Unfortunately, political lead-
ers, largely because of their own
narrow and selfish attitude and
behaviour, have lost tpn]itica]
credibility in the eyes o l]fliublit:.
They are no longer highly re-
gargei although feared, and
their words do not carry much
weights. Many political leaders
also do not have any moral
clout because the public see
them as corrupt, dishonest, and
not trustworthy.
The author is Senior Lec-
turer in Economics at the Uni-
versity of Newcastle, Australia.

in the throes of new viclence

as student protest spread in
Jakarta and troops opened fire
on them. In the eyes of ob-
servers, Indonesia's halting
journey to democracy has taken
another bloody turn.

Suharto has relinquished
power now, and chaos has re-
turned to the broad streets of
his capital. Through last week,
students-led marchers in
Jakarta clashed with riot
troops assigned to protect a spe-
cial session of the nation's
highest constitutional body. the
People's Consultative Assem-
bly. The stand-olf between the
opposing sides exploded into a
full-fledged battle which left at
least a dozen civilians dead and
more than 200 reportedly
wounded. As a result of the
clash, the divisions of the past

IN:SDNEsm lately has been

.had fast been reduced to one be-

tween a government and its
people.

That divide is not likely to
be healed easily. Since the fall
of Suharto in May last, Presi-
dent BJ Habibie has survived on
the instability of the forces
jockeying for a place in the new
Indonesia-pro-democracy lead-
ers, Muslim activists, students
and the armed forces. Whatever
be the issues for debates emerg-
ing from the violent clashes, it
seems certain that the contest
over reforms in Indonesia has
been irrecoverably radicalised,
"The idea of revolutionary
change has spread among the
students,” said a Western
diplomat in Jakarta.

According to observers. au-
thorities have only themselves
to blame for that transforma-
tion. Determined to prevent any
disruption of the Consultative
Assembly which opened its
four-day special session, mili-
tary brass turned Jakarta into
an armed camp. Popular senti-
ment turned sharply against

Demands for Political Reforms

New Violence Erupts in Indonesia

by ASM Nurunnabi

When Suharto fell, the world held its breath. Now it must do so again. Reforms aimed at putting Indonesia on
the path to democracy have failed to avert a new outpouring of anger.

the Army. which was both
favoured and feared under
Suharto as a force for national
unity. Muslim leader and oppo-
sition politician Abdurrahman
Wahid called for a purge of "bad
elements’ in the armed forces.

The president seemed per-
haps the least prepared to con-
front the chaos. In is assembly
speech, regretted the deaths of
student "victims of the reform
process”. What the recent
demonstrations made abun-
dantly clear was that Indane-
sians have neither forgotien
nor forgiven their leaders'
membership in the ancient
regime. They seemed to demand
a truly clean slate, which
means that even if the President
survives until elections. Golkar
parly will probably drop him as
its presidential candidate. Like
Suharto at the end of his tower-
ing rule, Habibie may. as some
observers feel, find the only
popular move left to him is res-
ignation.

Few expect him to surrender
easily. Yet, even if troops man-
aged to quell the protests,
Habibie and Indonesia face
months of steadily escalating
tensions. Even before the Con-
sultative Assembly had com-

leted its session, parties had
gun to campaign for votes in
next year's elections.

As poverty and despair con-
tinue to spread, the ranks of
those with nothing to lose are
likely to swell to dangerous
proportions. "People are play-
ing parlour games here in
Jakarta. No one is really speak-
ing for the people out there,~

says another Western diplomat.
"This is the Jacobin revolution
which we haven't seen yet. This
is the dangerous part. It's going
to be bloody.” For an Indone-
sian that has already seen too
much violence this year. past
ﬁ:}rmi{aht's excesses may seem
like child’s play. It was a faint
reprise of the burning of
Jakarta that brought down
Suharto in May. In Chinatown,
looters ransacked and torched
hall-dozen stares. The big loser
was Wiranto, the Defence Min

ister, who had previously en:
joyed cnnside'ragle pnpu]jaril}'.
" was so disappointed in
Wiranto," said a student leader,
"We had hope in him. Now we
are back to square one."

The threat to Wiranto could
emerge from his own ranks,
Even before the recent violence,
hard-line Suharto loyalists in
the army were ﬁghting hard to
stave off demands for military
reform. Opposition leaders were
pushing lor an end to the spe-
cial privileges Suharto granted
his officers including rere-
served government jobs and
seats in Parliament — in return
for their loyalty. Suharto loyal-
ists had made no secret of their
disdain for moderate reformers
like Wiranto. In fact, diplomats
and opposition leaders believed
these loyalists were orchestrat-
ing a dirty game in order to dis-
credit Wiranto's leadership.

The recent bloodshed in
Jakarta would surely embolden
Wiranto s enemies. In fact, the
armed forces had only grown
more lentative in the months

since Suharto's downfall, as
revelations aboutl their grim
human rights record would
only prolong the tumult and
uncertainty already griping
Jakarta.

The opposition figures many
Indonesians would like to see
heading a presidium that would
take over unmediately from
Habibie-Megawati. Mushm
leaders Rais and Abdurrahman
Wahid and the Sultan of Jo-
gakarta All. the four have how-
ever, goud reasons Lo be leary of
taking over the helm of an In-
donesia convulsed by civil
strife.

Nor the members of the con-
sultative assembly seemed ca-
pable of holding things steady.
The 1000 assembly members
were well aware of the tenuous-
ness of their positions: 500 of
them were appointed by
Suharto. or Habibie, 75 by the
military, the remaining 425
won their seats in ughtly con-
trolled 1997 elections.

During the last session of the
Consultative Assembly, debates
were marked by a frankness un-
thinkable in the Suharto years,
as even members of the rulin&z{
Golkar party investigate
against the former strongman's
excesses and the military's in-
volvement in politics. By the
time Habibie closed the session,
the assembly's most noteworthy
decrees fjlﬁdgﬂd only to reduce
the military's allotment of
seats "gradually’. to limit the
President to two terms of office,
to hold elections next May or
June and to investigate corrup-
tion. These vague, half heated

address.

Sir, AIDS/HIV is now a seri-
ous threat to the peaceful and
meaningful existence of human
race., Al present the severe
moral degradation throughout
the world is encouraging wide-
spread immoral sexual interac-
tions which are helping to mul-
tiply AIDS/HIV cases in the so-
cieties. Reports published from
developed countries also indi-
cate that more than 90%
AIDS/HIV cases are being
caused through sexual interac-
tions. So, to prevent this disas-
trous AIDS, immoral sexual
interactrons and ils prime
Erumuter moral degradation

as to be curbed throughout the
globe.

Dr. Zakia Khatun

Dr. Rahela Begum

Dha:m Medical College Hos-
ita
haka-1000

Why "one"?
Sir, According to the ruling
Rart}r. the country was in the
ands of the anti-liberation
force for the last 23 years. If so,
one wonders how come we were
still a liberated and sovereign
nation till they came to power
three years back” Not only that,
we were democratic enough to
allow an election, through
which they could come to
power. Would that have been
possible for any other party had
the country been in their hands
for the last 23 years? Now, any-
body who is not an Awami Lea-
uer is an anti-liberator!
trange indeed. For at that
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time, not one party but the
whole nation fought for the lib-
eration. In fact all parties and
the citizens had united to gain
force. Even those living abroad,
belonging to no political party
had contributed in their own
way. So why now give creditl to
one party only?

Many army officers had left
their families behind, at the
mercy of the Pakistani forces,
to join the liberation war. It
was a greal personal sacrifice.
Likewise everybody contributed
as best as he could and still is
doing so for nation building. So
why give credit to only a few?

So many people lost their
dear ones, so many lost all their
property and many lost most of
their belongings. All of them
are not affiliated to the AL or
any other political party, for
that matter. But that does not
mean that they are anti-libera-
tion.

A Citizen
Dhaka

Yawning seminars
Sir, 1 have been attending
meetings, seminars etc., on
“women”, In the beginning, |
used to attend with great inter-
est but now, | try to avoid them.
What | see is women, and only
women, in these seminars.
Where have all the men gone?
They are very much in each
house, in the streets, in offices,
in the universities, everywhere
— but while women talk about
“their rights“. "violence against
them", "divorce law" etc., they
go talking on and on. 1 see
women making speeches at the

top ol their voice to let other
"women' know what men do!
Well, | yvawn. Because no man
listens to these!

We all know what men do
and what they don't. We also
know, that these women may
talk a lot in these events, only
because men are not around! In
the 8th March processions,
women with yashmaks go on
marching (some of them terri-
fied that their partners may see
them here), not knowing why
and for what they are walking.
When they go home, they will be
as they are, beaten by men,
abused by men (often in-laws)
and harassed by men. They
can't recall a word said during
the procession. It's not only the
women with yashmaks, but
also others, who go on shouting
in the march. When they are
back home, they either behave
the same with their poor hus-
bands, or become the opposite.
Everything is excess in these
women.

Why don't we invite the men
in these seminars? Why don't
we invite some of the "abusers”
las many of us know them, of
course] too?

Moushumi Nasser
ActionAid Bangladesh
House 41, Road 8
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Land of hartal

Sir, I want to mention my
two recent observations about
'‘hartal’ in Bangladesh, which |
believe speak for themselves.

An American colleague of
mine, who is an IT consultant
with vast experience, both at
home and abroad, while | was
working as Senior Systems An-

alrst at Bell Atlantic, mnade the
following comments couple of
ears back he had been to
angladesh as an IT consultant
on a World Bank Government
project. He worked in many
other developing countries. |
am using his words, in makin
his observations: "It was a tot

waste of time and money, as we
were stranded in the hotel dur-
ing most Eart of our stay in
Bangladesh, due to hartal. We
finally couldn't really achieve
anything but had to return,
scrapping the whole project. If
in future, 1 ever again am ol-
fered an IT consultancy over-
seas, [ might accept it, but it has
to be except in Bangladesh.”
Presently | am working as
Systems Integrator at National
Rural Electric Cooperatives. It
may be noted, the Rural Electri-
fication Board of Bangladesh is
assisted by us in various ways
and NRECA works with them in
many areas. The other day an
official from our international
division came to see me at my
office. I am quoting about his
experience in his own words.
"We had been to Bangladesh to
visit some of our projects for a
week. We were stranded in the
Sheraton Hotel for three days,
finally was able to get out at the
last two remaining days and
could barely go visit some pro-
jects around Dhaka, had to can-
cel our visit to port city of Chit-
tagong and return, without re-
ally achieving anything."
Kaiser Ahmed
Maryland, USA

Let us know

Sir. The trading of the share
of Orion Infusion in the DSE
has been suspended by the SEC
almost a year ago due to non-
payment of dividend for two
years to its shareholders within
the regulated period and the
SEC imposed lines on it and
asked to regularise the matter.

We presume that the matter
has not yet been settled, since
we see no trading of such shares
in the DSE. Should the SEC,
DSE and the management of
Orion Infusion clarify the latest
development of the matter and
remove the agonies of the poor
investors like us.

Biplabh Kumar Saha
Savar, Dhaka

measures sorely misjudged the
mood of the crowds that were
fighting pitched battles at that
time outside.

Even outside Jakarta, the
eople's mood over military
rutality was virulent. The

killing underlined the palpable
hatred of the people living also
in the outside territories of the
country for the Indonesian
military and those who worked
with it. The hatred is particu-
larly intense in the outside dis-
tricts such as Pidie, North Aceh
and East Aceh, where troops re-
sorted to torture and summary
executions. Human-rights
groups have begun to dig up :
ies of victimns after identifying
about 12 mass graves. While the
feeling is strongest in Aceh and
in the two other secessionist
hot spots of East Timor and

Irian Jaya, antipathy towards
the military is widespread in
general. Everywhere loathing of
its brutal legacy extends from
the humblest villager to the
highest provincial official.

In the background of the vio-
lence which lately swept
through Jakarta and other out-

l{r]ing parts of the country and
the viciousness of the military
response, it is yet too early to
say whether President Habibie's
approach towards democratic
reforms would be really fruitful.
Failure of this course may en-

tail a more violent oulburst of
wrath and [rustrition ol the

people in the near luture.

[t is. however, very doubtlul
at present whether the students
can wait any longer. When
Suharto fell, the world held its
breath. Now it must do so again.
Reforms aimed at putting [n
donesia on the path to democ-
racy have failed to avert a new '
outpouring of anger. Students
and others want President
Habibie to step down and the
military to retreat from politics
— a complete break with a dis-
credited past. Their uncompro-
mising mood could Lrigger new
chaos.

Professor Abdul Bayes is an
erudite person and being the
Pro-vice Chancellor ol Ja-
hangirnagar University is also
a very responsible one. He is an
accomplished writer and writes
excellent articles on economic
affairs and we enjoy reading
them. And his position assum-
able demands from him a great
deal of non-partisanship. But
unfortunately when one reads
his article, "Justice delayed but
not denied”, (DS 14-11-98) one

ets the impression as if one be-
onging to a particular political
party wrote it.

The strange thing about this
article is his insinuation that
the hartal (and its extension
thereof) called by BNP and its
allies was to undermine the

case. [t is certainly not true. [t
would be a gross misrepresen-
tation of facts. He failed to men-

observing the 7th November as
the solidarity day and it was a
public holiday during the BNP

when it came to power in June
1996. How could one shift the
date of 7th November? What
then necessitated fixing a date
for the verdict so close to the
7th November? Is it to mar the
observance of 7th November in
the future by celebrating the 8th
November as a verdict da?:‘? It
could have possibly been fixed
on a date few days later. May
not one ask that question?

BNP at Paltan on 7th Novem-
ber. for which permission was
sought and given, was dis-
rupted. By whom? All reoads,
including the one from Kanch-
pur bridge, leading to Paltan
Maidan were blockaded by
armed cadre Lo prevent people
from attending the meeting or-
ganised by BNP. and all the
while the police just looked on
as if it was not their duty to
keep the roads open and in
some cases they actively partic-
ipated in the act of blockading
by arresting the people who
were on their way to attend the
meeting. And finally, the
crackers were thrown at the
crowd attending the meeting
and the police performed their
duty by throwing teargas shell
at the crowd and also to the
podium when the BNP chief had
just started to deliver her

speech. Why? And who are re-
sgunslh]c or it? BNFP alleged
i t

at the ruling party cadres in
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tion the fact that BNP for more
than two decades now has been

rule, which was cancelled by AL

The scheduled meeting of

connivance with the police did
it.

Certainly., Professor Bayes
does not think as some minis-
ters think and say that it was
done by BNP itself. And 48
hours hartal was called by BNP
to protest against this. what is
perceived as preplanned dis-
ruption of its 7th November
meeting at Paltan but not to un-
dermine or to disrupt the ver-
dict as Professor Bayes insinu-
ated and some ministers as-
serted.

It was clear from the fact
that the hartal was called after
the meeting was disrupted and
Professor Bayes did not men-
tion it. If the intention were to
undermine the verdict the call
for hartal would have come
earlier. And the extension of
the hartal for another 24 hours
was announced after what hap-
ﬁﬂnﬂd on the first day of the

artal namely armed cadres

and the police in tandem ter-

rorised the BNP supporters,
ransacked BNP offices and even
manhandled women supporters
ol BNP and two people were

killed in the process. Notwith-
standing our repugnance to har-
tal, are not aﬁ these enough
reasons to call a hartal? Pro-

fessor Bayes's another asser-
tion is that things like these

had also happened during the

BNP rule. May be so, but should
it justify doing the same mis-

chief? Besides, all now know
that the voters had punished
the BNP for their lapses. Did

not the AL pledge to perform

better than its predecessor? Or

was it only a false promise to
get the people's vote? And where
is the institutionalisation of
the democracy? Professor
Bayes has also suggested in his

article that there are more cost-

effective ways of protest other
than hartal, but unfortunately
he did not mention them.

One of the duties of intellec-
tuals should be to help the na-
tion to heal its wounds, to nar-
row the gap between the two
sides of the political divide and
not to widen it, and not to push
the parties toward a precipice.
And also to make the people re-
alise that the nation is greater
than any one person. however
great he or she may be. What-
ever happens to an individual
the nation cannot and should
not cease to function. It should
go on, as it must. No individual
should be above scrutiny, for no
one is infallible.

.




