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Shab-e,—B arat
now Dec 4

The holy Shab-e-Barat will
now be observed in the country
on December 4 instead of De-
cember 5, reports UNB.

Counting the month of Sha-
ban and the date of Shab-e-
Barat have been re-fixed at an
emer%eney meeting of the Na-
tional Moon Sighting Commit-
tee yesterday with State Minis-
ter for Religious Affairs Mo-
hammmad Nurul Islam in the
chair,

According to delayed but re-
liable reports on sighting of the
new moon in some remote vil-
lages of Sylhet district, the first
day of Shaban will be counted
from November 21, not Novem-
ber 22 as decided earlier, said a
press release of the Islamic
Foundation.

Sohel, Salman, 3
others get bail in

share scam cases

By Court Correspondent

Salman F Rahman, Sohel F
Rahman and two other direc-
tors of Beximco companies —
AB Siddique and D H Khan
—AKM Shamsuddoha of Doha
Securities, all accused in share
scam cases, were granted ad-in-
terim bail by the Additional
District and Sessions judge .,
Dhaka yesterday.

They surrendered in the
court of Mia Mohammad Sharif
Hossain and sought bail.

Yesterday was the date for
charge framing in the cases.

The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) filed 15
cases against 42 people of dif-
ferent listed companies and se-
curities firms on April 2,1997
following the 1996 share mar-
ket crash. The cases were filed
with the Court of Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka. The court,
taking cognizance, issued war-
rants of arrest against the ac-
cused.

See Page 12 Col 5
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PM’s ‘No Hartal’
Promise: How
Much Sense Does
it Make?

| by Dr Akhtar Hossain

[s public relations rele-
vant today?
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either DC-10
nor F-28 comes

‘Biman way

Bangladesh Biman's quest
for procuring a DC-10-30 air-
craft and bringing two F-28-
4000 at the expense of two ATPs
ran into rough weather, avia-
tion sources said.

The national carrier found
it's ambitions to expand dented
after initiating a two million
dollar World Bank aided project
to off-load 49 per cent shares,
under which it was seekin
suitable partners to take it o
to a better height.

It finalised a deal with a
non-listed US company, Chase
Air. to provide it with the DC-
10-30 aircraft.

But it backed out when the
world aviation industry was
alerted after the US company
failed to honour its commit-
ment with Royal Nepal Airlines
to provide it with a Boeing 757
combi.,

After that incident the local
agent of the Chase having ties
with influential people here
was abandoned and another US
company, GIA. was chosen to
provide the plane.

But the aircraft GIA could of-
fer Biman on a long dry lease

By Shehab Ahmed

posed more problems.

Unlike Biman's four other
DC-10-30s, the new plane's gul-
ley is on the lower deck, which
makes it difficult for the cabin
crew. "With gulley at the back, it
is difficult to service passengers
of both executive and economy
classes,” said a Biman official.

Biman is now rethinking its
plans. Some other companies
are offering other t of air-
craft, including a Boeing 747.
Sources say Biman may opt for
a retender for the DC-10-30.

Meanwhile, the national
carrier is reaching 24 interna-
tional destinations with only
four DC-10-30s and two
medium-haul Airbus A 310.

Planned expansions with
more destinations have there-
fore been shelved for the mo-
ment, including opening the
Dhaka-Manchester route. Bi-
man currently operates five
flights a week to London.

As wide-body expansion
stalled in mid air, the planned
exchange of two ATPs with two
F-28-4000 of Britain's Fortis
remained grounded.

Biman had decided to sell
the ATPs Lo a Nepalese com-
any at a price reportedly far
ess than their worth, but the

deal was shelved alter newspa-
per reports.

Meanwhile, Biman has of-
fered the British company the
two ATPs and some cash to get
the two F-28-4000. The plan is
to run the domestic service with
the same type of aircratft.

The loss of one F-28-4000 in
a crash off the Sylhet airport on
December 21 last year prompted
it to take on lease two similar
aircraft from an Indonesian
company. These two were also
procured through Fortis.

The F-28s were retained af-
ter expiry of their lease with the
expectation that they would be
absorbed with Biman service.

But the two planes were far
older than the ceilin%‘ -= 1B
years -- imposed by the Civil
Aviation Authority of Bangla-
desh (CAAB), which was appro-
ached to bend the rules.

But the issue involving Bi-
man, the British firm and
CAAB remains to be sorted out.
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ANOTHER VICTIM: Mother wails over the body of the murdered Dhaka College student

yvesterday.

T

- Star photo

Rivals kill
BCL boy
at Dhaka

College

By Staff Correspondent

A student of Dhaka College
was shot dead and another was
h}]ured bv activists of a faction
of the ruling party-backed Ba-
ngla-desh Chhatra League on
the campus at about 5:00 pm
yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Mohammed Abdul Karim alias
Dublu, 25, a master's student of
psychulug&department. The in-
ured is Monir Hossain alias

bu, 25, of Mirpur.

Karim was the son of Sheikh
Abdul Fazlul Karim of Abul
Khairat road in Kotwali thana.

Witnesses said Karim, Babu
and Lablu of a faction of the
BCL was coming to the South

‘Hostel from the college canteen
by a motor bike.,

Sujon along with his asso-
ciates of the rival faction shot
Karim and stabbed Babu, wit-
nesses said. Lablu., however,
managed to flee.

Police said the incident took
place just after the rival fac-
tions agreed not to fight each
other on the college campus.
Principal of the college Prof.
Jahanara Begum mediated the
agreement at her office room.

Karim was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
doctors declared him dead. His

See Page 12 Col 1

Cabinet endorses draft
law for scripless
share trading

By Nurul Kabir

The Cabinet yesterday en-
dorsed a draft law to introduce
scripless trading system in the
country’'s capital market.

After the draft law - The De-
pository Act, 1998 - is passed by
parliament, the Security and
Exchange Commission (SEC]
would launch a central deposi-
4ory s .‘the govern-
ment believes, would curb
transaction of fake share cer-
tificates in theé country's two
bourses.

The Cabinet meeting, held
yesterday morning, was

resided over by Prime Minis-
er Sheikh Hasina.

Accordin to official
sources, the draft law would be
moved in parliament in its next
session.

With the approval of the
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draft law. a long standing de-
bate as to whether the SEC
should enjoy the right to formu-
late certain rules necessary to
effectively run the central de-
pository is over.

The original draft made by
the government said that the
SEC would have the right to
formulate rmles within the per-
view of the law. But before the
rules are made, the SEC has to
get those vetted by the Ministry
of Law.

SEC officials argued that the
provision would complicate the

rocess and thus eventually af-
ect the objective of the pro-
posed legislation. They de-
manded that the SEC should be
given the right to formulate the
rules independent of the law
ministry. In a bid to substanti-
ate their argument, the SEC
made an appeal to the govern-
ment in the last week of October
that cited examples of the
United States, India and Pak-
istan. _

While approving the draft,

See Page 12 Col 4

Dr l-M.u_i '
Sharfuddin
dead

By Staff Correspondent

Dr Abdullah Al-Muti Shar-
fuddin, an eminent scientist,
country's leading science
writer and a former secretary
died at BIRDEM hospital in the
city yesterday. He was 68.

Dr Sharfuddin was suffering
from cancer.

He left behind his mother.
wife. two sons, one daughter,
relatives, friends and a host of
well wishers to mourn his
death.

See Page 12 Col 3

Foundation of Mohila Bhaban laid

Development ignoring half of
population impossible: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said. the car-
dinal principle of her govern-
ment is to ensure empowerment
of women as it believes that no
real national development can
be achieved leaving halfl the
country's total population idle.
reports B55.

She said. the women them-

e s have to be zelf-conscious

u?Thr,q; s And respensibil-
ity as’ nobody will gli'w: them
their due share willfully.

Addressing the foundation
Ia}'inig ceremony of the Jatiya
Mohila Sangstha Bhaban at the
Bail}v Road in the city as the
chlel guest. the prime minister
said her government has taken
some revolutionary steps to
stnéj oppression against women
and establish their due rights in
society.

State minister for women
and children affairs Dr Moza-
mmel Hossain, chairman of the
Sangstha Ivy Rahman, actin
secretary of the women an
children affairs Prof Tehmina
Hossain also spoke on the occa-
sion while member of the

Sangstha's managing commit-
tee Baby Moudud gave note of
thanks.

The 12-storey complex is be-

ing built at a cost of Tk 10 crore
and is expected to be completed
by the year 2000.

The Prime Minister recalled
that the Constitution framed by
Father of the Nation Banga-
banchu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man had guaranteed the dlgﬁlt}r
of women, their equal rights,
and safety and security of the
women and the children. She
said Bangabandhu had estab-
lished the Women Welfare and
Rehabilitation Foundation.

She said, as part of the en-
deavours to materialise the un-
finished tasks of Bangabandhu,
her government had laid due
importance on expansion of
women education. She referred
to introduction of sub-stipends
for girls student, establishment
of three polytechnic institutes
and technical training centres
for women.

The Prime Minister said her
government has framed the Na-
tional Women Development

Policy, ensuring equal rights
for men and women, empower-
ment of women, and turned
them as skilled human re-
sources,

Hasina said to stop woman
oppression, resistance comimnit-
tees have been formed in dis-
trict, thana., union and ward
levels. A 13-point charter of de-

velopment programmes™ has'.
been insarpgilega. e It
Five-year Plan lor empower-

ment of women and to protect
their rights.

The Prime Minister said
three seats have been reserved
for direct election of women in
union parishads to ensure ac-
tive participation of rural
women in the development ac-
tivities at grassroots level.
More than 1,200 women mem-
bers and many women chair-
men were elected in the union
parishads following the reform
of the system, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the pro-
cess of :mpuweﬂnF women will
be easier and the foundation of
democracy will be strengthened

See Page 12 Col

BB rejects Abbas
Uddin Ahmed
as IFIC MD

Star Report

Bangladesh Bank yesterday
rejected the reappointment of
Abbas Uddin Ahmed as Manag-
ing Director of IFIC Bank.

Ahmed's three-year term ex-
pired on September 30 this
year.

Despite expiry of his tenure,
Ahmed was continuing as man-
aging director of the bank,
sources said.

According to banking regu-
lations, appeointment of an MD
néeds prior approval of “the
central bank. "But the IFIC vio-
lating the provision allowed the
MD to continue and applied to
Bangladesh Bank later,” ac-
cording to an insider of the
bank.

During Ahmed's tenure, BB
had unearthed several incidents
of fraud and gross violations of
banking- rules by business
tycoons. The central bank also
gave notices, asked him to
explain why he would not be
removed from his job and face
legal action.

The MD had also been asked
by BB to take punitive action
against the IFIC executives in-
volved in the irregularities.
failing which he would be held
responsible.

Interview with The Daily Star

e

Kuldip Nayar aking a
point during interview.
— Star photo

BJP's communal agenda
rejected: Kuldip Nayar

By M Anwarul Haq

The dismal performance of
the BJP in the recent Indian
state elections have only proved
that it failed to performn.

"As a party it did not suc-
ceeded in governing. They could
not deliver what they promised,
nor did they know what or how
to deliver. They belied abso-
lutely the hopes and expecta-
tions of the electorate. The BJP
tried to play on communal sen-
timents but it did not work.”

# This was stated by leading
columnist of the Sub-Continent
Kuldip Nayar in an interview
with The Daily Star in Dhaka
yesterday. He was giving his
views on the electoral setback
of BJP in three major Indian
states,

Kuldip Nayar felt that the
BJP failed to retain its support
base. The Muslims en bloc
came back to vote for the
Congress.

“In fact the BJP, through its
policies, has alienated not only
130 million Muslims but also
minorities including the Chris-

journalist who is

tians in India”.

Asked what would happen
now, Nayar commented, "It is
likely that the Dptpoaitinn par-
ties will clamour for mid term
polls or resi%nalinn of the gov-
ernment while BJP's coalition
partners may be feeling ill at
ease’.

The recent election experi-
ence should make the BJP re-
think their strate$y. They
might push towards for imple-
mentation of more extreme
policies so far as their commu-
nal agenda is concerned or real-
ising that communalism is re-
ceding and is being rejected,
may now opt to be more ac-
commodative and adopt a more
liberal policy outlook, the
a veteran
watcher of the Indian political
scene commented,

However Nayar cautioned
that the recent poor show by the
BJP cannot be said to be a re-
hearsal for early Lok Sabha

elections. Moreover, the
See Page 12 Col 1

Shazneen's father questioned
in court for second day

The defence lawyer for Badal
in the Shazneen murder case
continued yesterday to cross-
examine eminent businessman
Latifur Rahman, father of the
murdered school girl, in the
court of the Sixth Additional
District and Sessions Judge,
Dhaka.

Mohammad Ali, the lawyer
for Badal. one of the seven ac-
cused in the case, questioned
the informant for the second
day yesterday rega,rdin%his 15-

ear-old daughter, brutally
Llltd on April 23.

By Staff Correspondent

The cross-examination has
been adjourned till January 11,
1999 as the Court would remain
closed for annual vacation.

During the cross-examina-
tion, Latifur Rahman replied to
the questions as detailed below;

e Russian Embassy is lo-
cated on the northern side of
my house, The Australian High
Commission is in the southern
side of my residence. On the
other side of the road, there is
an apartment building on the
east. The name of the apart-
ment is Concord Mayfair. | can

not say how mang aFartments
are there. The bui dinF was
built about one and a half years
ago. People are residing there.

I invited some of my ac-
quaintances to a dinner on the
night of the incident.

I read several daily newspa-
pers everyday. | do not read
Banglar Bani. I did not read the
April 12 issue of that newspa-
per.
I did not invite any of my
relatives as the paml?r was for
my [riends and the [riends of

See Page 12 Col 7
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