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Experts suggest at BIISS seminar

Trim defence budget, let
vital sectors grow

Suggesting the need for a
transparency in defence expen-
ditures, speakers at a seminar
yesterday called for containing
the ever-increasing military
budget to allow other vital sec-
tors to Emm report agencies.

Such views were expressed
by some of the experts at a
semminar on "National Security
of Bangladesh in the 21st Cen-
tury” at the BIISS auditorium in
the city.

Most of the speakers at the
seminar, organised by the
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
(BIISS), said the defence budget
should be minimised to divert
more funds for development ac-
tivities and poverty alleviation.

In his paper, Group Captain
Ishfaq llalii Choudhury said
there +as need for people’s par-
ticipation in the policy making
of the defence.

Arguing that defence expen-
diture should remain at its pre-
sent level over the next decade,
he said: "After all it is people’s
money and they must decide
how best to spend it.

Ishfaq Ilahi's idea of setting
up a Joint Forces Headquarters
to co-ordinate the operations of
the three forces got support
from most of the participants,
including military experts pre-
sent at the seminar.

[lahi further suggested for

putting in place a unified com-
mand and control structure for
the forces.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria stressed economic
growth and poverty alleviation
to consolidate national secu-
rity.

Security concept has many
facets and dimensions today, it
is not just the military hard-
ware,” said Kibria.

The finance minister said an
uninterrupted and stable eco-
nomic growth, social cohesion,
eradication of poverty and a
strong leadership will be the de-
terminants of Bangladesh's fu-
ture security aspect.

Defence Secretary Syed
Yusuf Hossain, who chaired the
inaugural session, said the con-
cept of national security has
changed over the years. "To-
day's prime concern is to iden-
tify the sources of new threats
and find out ways to overcome
those."

National security today lies
in strengthening economic and
social progress, he said.

Col (Retd) Shaukat Ali, a rul-
ing party MP, said there should
be one operational headquar-
ters for the armed forces.

He also pointed out the ab-
sence of transparency of the de-
fence budget, saying, "Even be-
ing a member of parliament we
come to know very little about

the defence expenditure from

the budget speech and other
documents. i

Major General (Retd) Syed M
Ibrahim, Bir Pratik, in his pa-
per said cross-border insur-
gency was a threat for national
security,

Wht‘{e Bangladesh should
impress upon India that it has
no hand in any insurgency in
the seven northeastern states of
the neighbouring country, "so
that we can ask India not to
support any insurgency inside
Bangladesh.”

BIISS Director General Brig
Shahedul Anam Khan said five
major areas of security threats
may be military, political, so-
cial, economic and environ-
mental.

Market economy may lead to
conflicts due to tough competi-
tion and imbalance in resource
allocation among the countries,
he said.

Counting the possibilities of
conventional military threats
will be misleading, he said and
pointed out poverty as the main
security threat for developing
countries.

Insurgency, terrorism, and
arms and drug trafficking are

" the internal security threats

where the regional countries
need cooperation among each
other, he said.

7 killed in Comilla
road accident

At least ten people were
killed and 20 others injured in
separate road accidents in
Corrilla, Narayanganj and
Jhenidah yesterday, reports
APB.

Of them, seven people were
killed in Comilla, two in
Narayanﬁanj and the rest was
in Jhenidah.

In Comilla, seven people, in-
cluding a woman, were killed
and 20 others injured when a
bus collided with a truck on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway in
Chandina yesterday.

The Sonagazi-bound bus
from Dhaka collided with a
truck coming from the opposite
direction at Keronkhal at about
3:45 pm. Both the vehicles over-
turned and plunged into a road-
side ditch.

Police said four people died
on the spot while tEree others
succumbed to their injuries on
way to hospitals.

Two of the dead were identi-
fied as Shamsunnahar, 45, and
Alamgir, 21. Police said the
victims were travelling by the
bus.

Local people rescued the in-
jured people and sent them to
Combined Military Hospital at
Comilla and Chandina Health
Complex.

Police seized both the vehi-
cles, but the drivers fled away.

Traffic movement came to a
halt for more than an hour on

the Dhaka-Chitts;ang highway
after a woman and her daughter
were killed in a road accident
near Kanchpur bridge in Sonar-
gaon thana under Narayanganj
yesterday momming.

Police said Monowara Be-
um, 28 and her one-and-a-
alf-year-old daughter were

crushed under the wheels of a
speeding truck near the bridge
while she was crossing the road
at about 9 am with her baby in
the lap.

Immediately after the acci-
dent, witnesses said, several
hundred agitated people gath-
ered at the scene and put up bar-
ricades on the road.

Siddhirganj police rushed to
the spot, seized the killer truck
and cleared the highway for
traffic movement.

The driver managed to flee.

In Jhenidah, a middle-aged
housewife was Killed in a road
accident at Tetultala on
Jhenidah-Jessore highway
yesterday.

Witnesses said Noorjahan
Begum, 45, of village Mayad-
harpur in Kotwali thana, was
crushed under wheels of a mi-
crobus while she was crossing
the road.

After the incident, agitated
people put up barricades on the
road for three hours disrupting
traffic movement. They also
damaged four buses and trucks.

Govt arresting
partymen ahead
of by-election,

alleges Minu

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Nov 29: BNP Orgarni-
ising Secretary and Mayor of
Rajshahi Mizanur Rahman
Minu today alleged indiscrimi-
nate arrest of party workers
and harassment of supporters
ahead of Pabna-2 by-polls on
December 10.

At a press conference al
Pabna Press Club this evening
said some 800 BNFP workers
were arrested. He also accused
the ruling party of threatening
the UP chairman belonging to
the party, using illegally the
government offices for election
purpose, and sending police to
‘terrorise’ voters.

Citing examples, Mizanur
Rahman said Surat Ali.
Shafiqgur Rahman and Raihan
Mollah of Tantipara, Sujana-

ar were picked up from their
ﬁﬂnlf.'S. 1en challenged police
could not show arrest warrants.

He also accused Telecom-
muiication Minister Moham-
mad Nasim and State Minister
for Information Prof Abu Say-
ecd of gross violation of elec-
tion rules by campaigning for

the ruling party candidate by
abusing official power and

| park, according to UNB.

Beximco:

From Page |
ities in loan sanctioning by
IFIC and AB. The team could
not find anyone in the ad-
dresses given for the loan ac-
cournts.

Upon further inquiry, the
Beximco Group owned up to Tk
72.19 crore loans against 69
false accounts with AB Bank
and Tk 118.46 crore taken
against 112 false accounts with
IFIC Bank.

The banks concerned told
Beximco that they would be
given a maximum of four years
time to r-pay these loans, to
which it had agreed. At that
time, Beximco also pledged in
writing that it would be obliged
to repay the whole amount in
one instalment if it failed to
pay even one instalment as per
the schedule.

Beximco failed several times
to repay the instalments and,
mysteriously enough, was not
compelled to keep its commit-
ment of paying in full.

“In consequences of their
recommendations, IFIC Bank
advanced various credit facili-
ties to such parties,” Beximco

o1 centres

From Page 1
Primary School, Ispahani High
School, Shahnoori Model Girls
High School, Nayatola UN Se-
nior Madrasha, Madhubagh
Sher-e-Bangla High School,
Nayatola Govt Primary School,
Nayatola Model Lions High
School, Shegun Bagicha High
School, Dhaka Medical College,
Udayan High School and Uni-

versity Laboratory School and
College.

vocate Khan Saifur Rah-
man along with Advocate
Sanaullah Miah and Advocate
ABM Jahangir appeared for the
petitioner.

Banks get

claims adding that the plain-
tiffs (Beximco Holdings Lim-
ited, ASF Rahman and Salman
F Rahman) never had any per-
sonal interest in the loans ad-
vanced to the said parties.

However, its claims are con-
tradicted by Sohel Rahman’s
own letter to IFIC Bank of De-
cember 12, 1993 about one of its
front organisations, Baghkhali
Fisheries, against which ficti-
tious loans had been taken. In
his letter, Sohel Rahman ad-
mitted that “the directors and
shareholders of Bapghkhali
Fisheries Ltd are professionals
working for the Beximco
Group”.

"Accordingly as per our dis-
cussions we are pleased to con-
firm to you that we are agree-
able to guarantee the repayment
of the outstanding amount of
Tk 10.68 crore as on September
30, 1993 against Baghkhali
Fisheries Ltd's account with
Motijheel Branch of IFIC Bank
Ltd,” the letter further said.

“As regards the guarantee of
Tk five crore given on behalf of
Patuakhali Foods Ltd, as you
are aware, the same has been
stayed by the honourable court.
We are however prepared to give
a counter guarantee to you sub-
ject to the final verdict of the
courts”.

"We are also prepared to pro-
vide the personal guarantees of
our directors. A list of our direc-
tors and shareholders and an-
other list is also given.”

Earlier, an investigation by
vernacular daily Bhorer Kagoj
on Beximco's IgP scandal also
found that two shady compa-
nies - Mallik Exports and
Bagkhali Fisheries — were being
used by the company to carry
out its cheque purchase ven-
tures.

Some former senior officials
of Beximco Fisheries and

Baghkhali Fisheries told
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Bhorer Kagoj that Satkhira
Fisheries and Baghkhali Fish-
eries were all involved with fish
exports of the Beximco Group.

The investigation also found
that Mallik Export Ltd spent
only Tk 10,000 to open a cur-
rent account (2200881) with the
Cox’s Bazar branch of the Arab
Bangladesh Bank Ltd. It was
March 30, 1996. In next four
months as many as 21 cheques
were written in favour of Bex-
imco Investment Ltd (BCIL).

The two directors of Mallik
Exports - chairman Kafiluddin
Mallik and Director Khabirud-
din Miah who could never be
traced by pressmen - autho-
rised M Ali Newaz and Md So-
hel to operate the account. The
registered office of the Mallik
Exports was supposed to have
been at "61 Dhanmondi R/A
Road No 2 Dhaka 1205",

The address was false and it
does not exist in Dhaka.

In the case of Bangladesh
Yarn Syndicate, another com-
pany involved in fictitious
oans, it is a distributor of
Padma Textile (a Beximco com-
pany). As for Nadim Shafiqul-
ah & Co, the owner Nadim
Shafiqullah is the cousin of
Sohel Rahman, and he is
presently the Director of sev-
eral companies of the Beximco
Group.

(Related story on Business
Page)

Businessman shot
dead in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 29: A
businessman was shot dead by
unknown assailants at Firingi
Bazar here this morning, re-
ports UNB.

Police said the gunmen
called the victim Ahmad Mia,
70, out of his home at dawn,
They fired at him at point
“blank range.

Pedestrians took seriously
wounded Ahmed Mia to a
nearby hospital where attend-
ing doctors declared him dead.

The motive behind the mur-
der could not be known imme-
diately.

A case was filed with Kotwali
thana. |

Chancellor of the Rajshahi University President Shahabuddin Ahmed addressing the 7th

convocation of the university yesterday.

Gout to shun ploythene
units, ban 2-stroke

engines gradually

President

From Page |

Why will they go for the rocky
way of acquiring knowledge
while they can get wealthy, even
MP and minister by resorting to
terrorist student politics?

"I have been making fre-
quent calls to the politica "
ties to free the students from
their control and bury their re-
lations with the students and
academic institutions. Other-
wise, we have to face a dark fu-
ture.”

He also urged the partici-
pants to be prepared for the 21st
century and added, "We must
acquire knowledge in all fields,
especially in science and tech-
nology. Otherwise, we would be
branded as a poor. dependent
and beggar nation.”

The president also under-
lined the need for implement-
ing family planning pro-
gramme and urged all including
political leaders. workers, stu-
dents and teachers to make it a
SUCCeSsS.

He stressed the need for tum-
ing huge population of the coun-
try into human resource
through application of science
and technology.

Earlier, the president took
part in the convocation rally
and inaugurated the convoca-
tion.

Former RU vice-chancellor
Prof Khan Sarwar Murshid
acted as the Convocation
Speaker. Education Minister
AHSK Sadek, Political Advisor
to the Prime Minister Dr SM
Malek. State Minister for Pri-
mary and Mass Education Prof
Zinnatun Nisa Talukdar, RU
Vice Chancellor Prof Abdul
Khaleque and Pro Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Sayeedur Rahman
Khan were among those who
spoke.

University Grants Commis-
sion Chairman Prof Yaz Uddin
Ahmed. vice chancellors of dif-
ferent universities, diplomats
and teachers were also present.

Meanwhile, different student
organisations protested the
president's comment on student
politics. They included pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
Bangladesh Chhatra league (C-
K). Bangladesh Chhatra Union.
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitri and
Jatiya Chhatra Samaj.

Dock workers at

Ctg Port call off
today’s strike

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 29: Dock
Sramik Karmachari Parishad
has called off its tomorrow's 24-
hour strike at Chittagong Port.
port sources said.

The decision was taken fol-
lowing a fruitful talks between
the Deputy Minister for Port
and Shipping Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and the union lead-
ers al port office this afternoon,
port sources said.

Two policemen
dismissed
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 29: Court Sub-
Inspector Majejul Islam and
constable Jalaluddin, allegedly
involved in the theft of
firearms and ammunition from
KMP Malkhana, have been
dismissed from services.

The governiment has decided
not to permit new polythene in-
dustries, reports UNB.

A meeting of the National
Environment Committee also
agreed to ban in phases the im-
port of two-stroke engines,
which emits black smoke into

the atmosphere, as part of a set

of anti- ution measures.

Officials said the environ-
ment committee took the deci-
sions in its executive body
meeting yesterday with Envi-
ronment and Forest Minister

Sajeda Chowdhury in the chair.

The meeting had a detailed
discussion on production and
limited use of polythene. con-
trolling black smoke and envi-
ronment pollution by tannery
industries.

It requested the ministries
concerned to take measures for
increasing use of jute and
clothes to obviate the adverse

impact of polythene on the en-
vironment,

It also decided to gear up the

_drixes-at different points to stop

— PID photo

emission of black smoke from
vehicles. The meeting requested
the Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-
poration and refineries con-
cerned to take necessary mea-
sures for the sale of fuel in lid
containers to ensure lead-free
fuels.

The environment minister
sought coordinated approach
from ministries concerned to
ensure ecological balance.

The meeting discussed how
to prevent water pollution in
the Buriganga and evict illegal
occupation. It suggested that the
Land Ministry, Dhaka City
Corporation and BIWTA could
take a lead in this respect.

The meeting resolved that
necessary steps should be taken
immediately to clean the envi-
ronment being polluted by tan-
neries in the city's Hazaribagh
leather hub.

It decided that Dhaka Cily
Corporation and other munici-
palities would take independent

rogrammes to clean up dirt
rom their respective areas.

Abuse of power under See 54

Showcause on govt

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
ordered the government to show
cause as to why it shall not be
directed to refrain from “un-
warranted and abusive exercise
of power” under Section 54 or
seeking remand under Section
167 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

The HC also directed the re-
spondents to show cause as to
why they shall not be directed
to strictly exercise power of ar-
rest and investigation within
the limits established by law
and the constitution and in par-
ticular. the constitutional safe-
guards contained in Articles 27,
31, 32, 33 and 35 of the constitu-
tion.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice A M Mabh-
mudur Rahman and Justice
Mohammad Muzammel Hos-
sain further directed the re-
spondents to show cause as to
why they should not be required
to comply with the guidelines
such as those set in the petition.

The Court also ordered the

respondents to show cause as to
why they shall not be directed
to make monetary compensa-
tion to the families of victims
of custodial death, torture and
custodial rape.

Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust (BLAST) repre-
sented by Dr Shahdeon Malik,
Ain-O-Salish Kendra repre-
sented by Salma Sobhan,
Shammilata Shamajik An-
dolon represented by Jarique
Ali, Sabita Rani Chakraborti
wife of late Arun Chakraborti
who died in police custody, Al-
haj Syed Anwarul Haque, Sul-
tan-uz Zaman Khan, Ummun
Naser alias Ratan Rahmatullah
and Moniruzzaman Hayet
Mahmud as petitioner filed the
writ petition.

The Secreta

. Ministry of
Law, Justice an

Parliamentary

Allairs, the Secretary, Ministry
of Home Affairs and the Inspec-
tor General of Police were the
respondents in the writ peti-
tion.

Dr Kamal Hossain and Bar-
rister M Amirul Islam, with the
assistance of Advocate Subrata
Chowdhury and Idrisur Rah-
man, moved for the petitions,
while Deputy Attorney General
Shababuddin Ahmed appeared
for the government.

It was stated in the writ peti-
tion that abuse of power by po-
lice reportedly took place under
the cover of Sections 54 and 167
of the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (GPC).

"There is a disturbing pat-
tern of arrests to raise money
and after torture such persons
are produced in the Court of
Magistrate with a prayer for
police remand in the name of
investigation, but in most cases
remanding to police custody ex-
poses such persons to torture as
a result of which deaths and se-
rious injuries are Caused to
them," the petition alleged.

In support of the allegation.
deaths of Shamim Reza alias
Rubel, Shima Chowdhury, and
Arun Chakraborti in police cus-
tody and a list of about 200
people who died either in police
custody or in jail custody, were
mentioned in the petition.

Dr Kamal Hossain in his
submission drew attention of
the Court to the report of the
Judicial Commission headed hy
Justice Habibur Rahman Khan.
The commission recommended
fulfillment of a number of re-
quirements by police to ensure
transparency and accountabil-
ity.

The Judicial Inquiry Com-
mission was formed following
the death of Rubel in police
custody.

Shazneen's

From Page 1|
Transcom Group of Industries
with over 5000 employees, the
head office being located at 52
Motijheel.

There are a number of gen-
eral managers in the Transcom
Group of Industries. | am the
importer and distributor of
Paris-based L' Oreal cosmetics
and New York-based MAY-
BELLINE. 1 do not know
whether there is any showroom
of L' Oreal at any five star hotel

in the city.

My san is the eldest of my
children. Then I had three
daughters. Now | have two
daughters. I am here to seek
Justice for my youngest daugh-
ter who was brutally killed. The
full name of my son is Arshad
Waliur Rahman Reaz. He is
married and lives in a house at

| Gulshan near my residence. I

father cross-examined

cannot say the (holding) num-
ber of his house.

My eldest daughter works as
a general manager of Transcom

Distribution. My second daugh-
ter returned to Bangladesh last
ear (1997) and joined

ranscom Distribution as an
executive. My son Reaz also
works at Transcom.

My house is built on two
bighas and 2 kathas of land. It
is a two-storied house havin
five bedrooms with attach
bath and dressing rooms, a din-
ing room on the ground floor, a
drawing-cum-dining room on
the first floor, a sitting room on
the ground floor and a laundry
room on the ground floor. Be-
sides, there is a kitchen and
servant quarters in the com-
pound, connected by a corridor.

My residence is located at

Road no 83. The road runs
north to south. I do not know
how many houses are there at
Road no 83. There are houses on
both the sides of the road. My
house is located on the western
side of the road.

All the seven accused in the
case -- domestic help Shahidul
Islam, contractor Hasan, guard
Humayun, supervisor Badal,
carpenter Shani Ram, and two
maids Parvin and Minu were
brought in the court room dur-
ing the proceeding.

Meanwhile, Hasan's lawyer,
Khondkar Bashir Hossain, filed
a petition pr}a&f}dng for an order
for shifting Hasan to hospital
for treatment.

The petition said that Hasan
was sulfering from heart dis-
ease, The court has yet to give
order on the petition,

BNP threatens to seek
legal action against BTV

pecial Correspondent

BNFP leaders
threatened to seek legal action
against Bangladesh Television
unless it s what they said
canards and vilifications that
surpassed ‘Goebblesian’ propa-

yesterday

ganda techniques against
them.
"Since this government

came to power it is using the TV
and Radio not only for its parti-
san campaign but also for tar-
nishing the image of the -
sition although it had pl?ggd
autonomy for the electronic
media in its election mani-
festo” BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiya said yes-
terday.

He told a press conference at
BNP central office that the TV
recently ran three interviews
with certain persons to vilify
three party leaders, Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka MP, Amanullah
Aman MP and former MP
Salahuddin Ahmed..

In one such programme on
Saturday night, it was stated
that a person was taken into
custody with a gun in Pabna .
The "arrested’ man said on TV
that he was a '‘resident ' of
Hcrani%an and an ‘admirer’ of
Amanullah Aman and that he
was sent to Pabna by him to
create ‘terror’ before the by-
polls there.

Mannan said the man was
arrested from a BNP meeting
without any guns. Later it was
stated that he was taken into
custody from an Awami League
meeting and sent to Pabna to
foil the bypolls. It shows that

the rulin rty is creati
grounds gtn E?lltiah terror I::I-;-'g
fore the on in Pabna. He
reiterated his warning against
tailoring poll results and
threatened to launch a vigorous
movement to topple the gov-
ernment.

Aman, who also spoke at the
press conference, said it was de-

to tarnish his pub-

licly . Sadek Hossain Khoka,
said sometime ago, the televi-
sion presented a person de-
scribing him as his guard.
"l never appointed anyone as
my guard. | never felt the
need of a bodyguard as every
one knows me very well. Even
when | was a minister, I never
allowed police guards in my
small tin-shed residence”,
Khoka said.

Salahuddin Ahmed, former
BNP MP from Demra. also
complained against the BTV
that it showed two boys with
‘Scot and Wembly' revolvers a
day after BNP's 60 hour hartal
earlier this month. It was stated
that I gave them the guns to
‘damage vehicles'. But residents
of the locality told me later
that the two boys, one aged
about 14 ,were caught with a
pipclgun while they were prepar-
ing for dacoity.

"1 never knew them. The TV
ran their ‘confessions’ but did
not feel the obligation to run a
protest note | sent to them. [ am
waiting lor their reply. Il they
fail, | am poing to sue them’,
Salahuddin said.

Undertrial
prisoner
commits

suicide
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 29: An under
trial prisoner committed sui-
cide in the Sylhet Central Jail
this afternoon, official source
said. .

Jamshed Ali, 45, of village
Akilpur under Biswanath
thana hanged himself from the
water pipe at Ward number 11 at
about 3-55 PM.

He was rushed to the Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical College
Hospital where the doctors de-
clared him dead.

Jamshed had been in jail for
the last five months, official
source said,

Of trucks

From Page 1
the sergeants demanded a ‘dail
payment’ of Tk 300 from eac
driver as long as they do the job.

City Corperation olficials
said the truckers’' work absten-
tion was a set-back for the pro-
ject. They said they have al-
ready lost valuable days due to
the recent rains.

When contacted, a top offi-
cial of the Traffic Department
said they did not hear any such
allegation . He however said
they received a call from DCC's
Engineering Department re-
cently requesting them to en-
sure unhindered plying of the
sludge-carrying trucks.

"Accordingly, we have noti-
fied all our personnel on roads
to give priority to the trucks
working at Dhanmondi lake
site.,” the Traffic official said.
He said the sergeants stopped
them probably because trucks
are not allowed to ply in the city
before 6-30 pm,

_Cong won't destabilise-

From "age |

Several senior party col-
leagues of Vajpayee attributed
the drubbing of BJP at the hus-
tings to the unprecedented rise
in prices of essential goods par-
ticularly that of onion.

Soon after the electoral re-
sults began pouring in last
night, the Prime Minister had a
40-minute meeting with Presi-
dent K R Narayanan for what
was officially described as a
Toutine’ exercise. Sources in
BJP maintained that Vajpayee
had not tendered the resigna-
tion of his council of ministers.

While the left parties and
other anti-BJP groups once
again asked the Congress to
take initiative to form an al-
ternative government at the
centre, Sonia Gandhi's party
chose to maintain restraint as-
serting that it would not desta-
bilise the Vajpayee government.

The Congress, however,
made it clear that it would not
shy away forming the govern-
ment if the BJP-led coalition
ministry collapses on its own
after the election results in the
four states.

According to results an-
nounced so far, the Congress se-
cured three-fourth majority in
Rajsthan bagging 150 as against
33 of the BJP oul of 197 besides
maintaining lead in a few other
constlituencies.

In the capital Delhi, out of 69
seats where elections were held
Congress got 51 while the ruling
1JP got only 15.

The Congress also achieved a

Onion, the
culprit

NEW DELHI, Nov 29: A
leader of India's ruling coali-
tion today blamed the soaring
price of onions and other sta-

les for the stunning rout of
indu nationalists in key state
elections, reports AFP.

"Indeed it was onions and
potatoes,” Defence Minister
George Fernandes said when
asked to identify the reasons
for the defeat.

In some parts of India, the
cost of onions — a staple for
millions of r — rose by 10
times to sell at 60 rupees (1.5
dollars) a kilo.

Major Congress rallies fea-
tured huge onion-shaped bal-
loons in a bid to mock the gov-
ernment’'s failure to contain
runaway inflation.

But Shiv Sena supremo Bal
Thackaray said the defeat of the
BJP in three states could be at-
tributed to the central govern-
ment's 'inconsistent stand’ on
Hindutva, particularly the
'Vande mataram’ issue and its
attitude to the upco tour of

the Pakistani cricket team of
India.

"The Centre should have
taken a bold stand on these is-
sues and lack of it resulted in
the BJP losing Hindu votes,”
Thackaray told PTI in Mumbai.

surprise victory in Madhya
Pradesh belying the pollsters
prediction. Out of the total 320
constituencies, ruling Congress
secured 173 seats.

In Mizoram, the Mizo Na-
tional Front (MNF) and Mizo
People's Conference (MPC)
bagged 33 seats while Congress
only six out of a total 40-mem-
ber assembly.

The BJP chief ministers of
Delhi and Rajasthan, Sushma
Swaraj and Bhairon Singh
Shakhawat have resigned from
their posts after the party's de-
bacle in the elections.

Outgoing Mizoram chief
minister Lal Thanhawla and
his council of ministers also
resigned today.

The future of India's shaky
coalition government hung in
the balance today following a
humiliating defeat for the rul-
ing Hindhu nationalists in key
state elections.

Analysts and newspapers
warned of political instability
and fresh parliamentary elec-
tions after the rout seriously
undermined the coalition gov-
ernment.

The government will have
little time to lick its wounds,
with parliament opening its
winter session tomorrow.,

The next course of action by
the BJP and its allies on one
hand and Congress and other
opposition parties on the other
would be known by tomorrow
as the highest decision-making
bodies of the two sides meet.

Of special interest will be the
meeting of Ennfﬁreas Working
Committee as all !parties op-
posed to BJP favour the
Congress to take the lead in
forming an alternative gov-
ernment.

The electoral outcome in
four states could also give BJP a
tough time not only from its
own ranks but also from allies.
A meeting of the Coordination
Committee of BJP and allies is
scheduled for tomorrow.

AIADMK supremo Joy-
alalitha and Trinamool
Congress leader Momata Baner-

jee have decided against attend-

ing the meeting tomorrow indi-
cating that all is not well in the
ruling alliance.

"18 verdict

From Page |
Hossain, who chaired the
committee that drafted
Bangladesh's Constitution, pre-
sented a keynote paper on 50
Years of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights: A Review
in the first working session yes-
terday. Barrister S Ishtiaq
Ahmed chaired in the session
while senior lawyers took part
in the discussion.

Some high profile judges,
lawyers and academics from
host Bangladesh, the UK and
neighbouring countries are

articipating in the Law week.
story on Page 11)



