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Hereditary peers
to lose right to
sit, vote in UK

Parhhament

LONDON, Nov 29: Britain's

Queen Elizabeth II has eed
that leading members of the
Royal Family will lose their

historic right to sit and vote in
-Parliament as part of govern-
ment reforms of the House of
Lords, it was confirmed today,

reports AFP.
Prince Philip, Prince
Charles, prince Andrew and the

Dukes of Gloucester and Kent
will all lose their seats along
with other hereditary members
if 1 ation announced in last

's Queen's speech is passed.

"Formal advice has been re-
ceived from the government on
reforms and in line with estab-
lished constitutional practice,
the Queen has a ted that ad-
vice," a Buckingham Palace
spokesman said.

"The peers of first creation —
the Prince of Wales [Charles),
the DUKE of Edinburgh (Philip)
and the Duke of York (Andrew)
would lose their seats.

"There would be no separate
arrangements for the Duke of
Gloucester and the Duke of
Kent. They would not be able to
remain in the House of Lords.”

A government spokesman

inted out that members of the

oyal Family have not voted
for many years.

The House of Lords Reform
Bill, which will remove the
right of hereditary peers to sit
" and vote in therltords. is ex-

ted to be introduced in the

ew Year.

Taliban foil plot
to kill Bin Laden

DUBAI, Nov 29: A plot to kill
Saudi-born-billionaire terror-
ist Osama Bin Laden alleged]
by the Hizb-e-Islami in centr
Kabul was foiled recently by
Taliban, a report in the Gulf
News English daily claimed to-
day, reports PTI.

The report claimed that four
attackers were gunned down af-
ter they were entrapped in a
cordon that the Taliban threw
about two km from the hideout
of Bin Laden.

The report quoting an Urdu
daily did not directly name the
United States but implied that
the Americans allegedly mas-
terminded the plot and added
that Mullah Humayun Taqi, a
former commander of the Hizb-
e-Islami, was its principal ar-
chitect.

It said Tagqi finalised the de-
tails of the attack on the Saudi
exile with two friends and a rel-
ative. The plan was hatched in
central Kabul at the residence of
an Afghan holding Canadian
nationality who was appointed
to look after the UN Food Pro-
gramme, the daily said.

China may be
working on laser
weapon, warns
Pentagon

WASHINGTON, Nov 29:
Pentagon officials are warning
that China may be working on a
powerful laser weapon that
could knock out orbiting US spy
satellites in seconds the Los
Angels Times reported on Sat-
urday, says AFP.

Citing a 15 page military re-
port to congress released earlier
this month, the Times said the
Pentagon lacks conclusive:-
proof that Beijing is readying
the weapon but remains con-
cerned that hundreds of US mil-
itary satellite's are in jeopardy.

The satellites are crucial for
gathering information about
enemy troops and equipment
and played a major role in the
1991 Gulf War, the Times said.

The report said the Pentagon
believes that China may be get-
ting a hand from scientists

from the former Soviet Union
which had a longstanding laser
programme,

Jiang's gift

for Japan

TOKYO, Nov 29: Chinese
President Jiang Zemin gave a
pair of crested ibses, a rare
species of bird, to Japan duri
his visit here, hoping they wil
mark closer ties between the

two Asian nations, reports
AFP,
The species was virtually

wiped out just two decades ago
but China has used artificial

reproduction to restore the pop-
ulation.

Mamata says

Performance of
Vajpayee govt
not satisfactory

CALCUTTA, Nov 29: Tri-
namool Congress leader Ma-
mata Ban
performance of the Vajpayee
government in the last eight
months was not satisfactory
but assured that her party
would continue its support to
the BJP-led coalition at the
centre, PTI1.

Commenting on the poor
performance of BJP in the as-
sembly polls in four states,
Banerjee told a private TV
channel that the Vajpayee gov-
emment should be effective,

On the possibility of her
party withdrawing support to
the central government, Baner-
jee said Trinamool Congress
would not betray the people.
The party had made the com-
mitment to support the Vaj-
payee government.

Meanwhile, Trinamool Con-
ﬁress spokesman Sudip Ban-

yopadhyay said BJP would not
have faced the rut had the party
paid heed to Banerjee's advice
to control the price rise.

Mamata Banerjee would not
attend the meeting of the lead-
ers of BJP allies convened b
Vajpayee today, he told
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French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, right, greets UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
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after the Franco-African Summit in Paris and Saturday. They discussed the situation in

Congo.

— AP UNB photo

erjee today said the

Colombo govt urged to grab

Tigers' peace ofter

COLOMBO, Nov 29: Minority
Tamil legislators in Sri Lanka
today urged the Colombo gov-
emment to grab the latest peace
offer 1:371 Tamil Tiger rebels to
break the stalemate in the long-
running separatist war, reports
AFP.

The moderate Tamil parties
asked President Chandrika
Kumaratunga to response posi-
tively to Friday's offer of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) to resume political
negotiations.

amil legislator Dharma-
lingam Sidhathan said the re-
marks by Tiger leader Velupil-
lai Prabhakaran provided hope
of breaking the political and
military impasse in the drawn
out conflict which has claimed
over 55,000 lives.

"The government can make
use of the fg:gortumty and ﬁu
for talks," Sihathan said. "It
should not be like in the past
where you go on talking and
talking. You must agree to a
specified time period.” |

The LTTE leader in a speech
broadcast over his clandestine
voice of Tigers Radio to com-
memorate thousands of his
cadres killed in the campaign
for an independent homeland
said they favoured third party
mediated talks.

There was no immediate re-
action from the government.
however, the state-run Sunday
Observer said government offi-
cials would not immediately
take a "definite position" on the
Tiger offer. .

Excerpts of LTTE leader's
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Ted Newhouse dead: theodore New-

house, an expert in newspaper management and production

who helped

build one of the world's largest news organisations,

died Saturday after a long illness. He was 95, AP reports from

New York,

Newhouse was associate publisher of the Newhouse newspa-
r group and with his brothers, Samuel | and Norman New-
ouse, built and operated the family-owned enterprise.

Sudanese Spéakei' to resign: e

, most influential person

Sudan's government, garllamentar}r
Speaker Hassan Turabi, told fellow lawmakers

aturday that

he will resign from the Speaker's Post, a report said, AP reports

from Khartoum.

Deputy Speaker Ellison Magaia was quoted by
Egyptian news agency MENA as

sign in order to
is effectively the ruling party.
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evote his time to

the official
s?gml% that Turabi would re-
e National Congress, which

killed in ambush in Colombias: sx

lice died and four others were seriously injured in an ambush
ﬁi lf:ftwincF guerillas in southern Colombia on Saturday,
official said, AFP reports from Bogota.

Insurgents from the Revolutionary

Armed Forces of Colom-

bia (FARC]) ambushed a police patrol outside the town of Puerto
Asis in the southern department of Putumayo which borders

Ecuador and Peru.

Bomb blast kills 2 in Java: v

man died and six others were injured when a car exploded,
apparently from a home-made bomb, in the island of Madura,
off the coast of East Java, reports said yesterday, AFP reports

from Jakarta.

Pamekasan district police chief Lieutenant Colonel

Wahyudi was quoted by the Jawa Pos daily

as saying he sus-

pected that the blast on Saturday was related to disappointment
over a local village chief elections.

Honduras evacuates 10600000 people:
ple

Authorities began evacuating more than 10,

from the

northern town of Choluma out of fear that four days of heavy
rains could cause mudslides, AP res:urts from Tegucigalpa.

Vice President Billy Handal sai
Saturday could be extended to other

the evacuations that began
towns on Honduras'

Caribbean coast if rains continue as forecast. Already, parts of

Choluma,

200 KM north of Tegucigalpa, are flooded, and the

Choluma River has risen 3 feet (about 1 metre} above its normal
levels. The waters continue to rise.

Mild haze over Kuala Lumpur:

mild haze caused by smoke blown from forest fires in'Indonesia
hun%lmrer Kuala Lumgur, but was expected to clear soon, the

weather office said on

unday, AP re
Smoke from fires on the nearby

rts from Kuala Lumpur.
ndonesian Island of Suma-

tra blanketed Singapore and parts of southern Malaysia on
Friday and Saturday. Skies turned gray over Kuala Lumpur and
visibility dropped on Sunday morning, but a desk officer at the

meteorological forecastin
clouds and not the "slight haze."

office said it was because of dark

speech faxed to news cies
here made it clear that the
Tigers were not to ac-
cept agﬁmprcmndluunu to re-
sume :

"We are not prepared to
accept pre-conditions for poli-
tical dialogue," Tiger leader
said,

"We hold the view that politi-
cal negotiations cannot be free,
fair and just if the government
utilises the military aggression
on our soil and the restrictions
imposed on the economic life of
our people as political pres-
sures.

"We are to in
initial talks to discuss the re-
moval of such pressures and to
work out a basic framework for

ﬁnlitlcal negotiations,” Prab-
akaran said.

New Miss World
was raped in
Italy last month?

LONDON, Nov 29: Italian po-
lice confirmed that the new
Miss World, Israel's Linor
Abargil, reported that she was
attacked last month while in
Italy for a fashion show,
British newspapers reported in
Sunday's editions, reports AP.

Abargil, the rcignh‘l.# Israel
who was crowed Miss World on

Saturday night, told police she
was attacked on October 6 after
going to a travel agency to buy a

plane ticket to Rome, where she
lanned to meet her mother be-
ore flying home, The Times of
London and seggral other
news Is reported.

ThP:pE?gypuan owner of the
travel agency has since been ar-
rested and charged in the at-
tack, the newspapers said.

Julia Morley, one of the or-
ganisers of the Miss World
competition, told The News of
the World that she nor Abargil
would comment on the rape re-
port. Abargil could not be
reached, and a family member
who answered the phone at
Abargil's home in Jerusalem
declined to comment.

"For legal reasons,
absolutely no comment can be
made by Linor or myself.”
Morley was quoted as saying.

Abargil told police that the
man. who was not named in the
reports, offered to drive her to
Rome himself because he had
business there and all flights
were booked, the newspapers
said. She told police that he
pulled off the road shortly after
starting out, tied her up and
sexually assaulted her.

"It went on and on for about
two hours,” The News of the
World quoted Abargil as telling

Italian police.

Abargil told police that after
the attack, he tried to ogise
as he drove back to Milan, the

newspapers said. In the morn-
ing, Abargil caught a train to
Rome and went with her mother
to tell police there what had
happened, the newspapers re-
ported.

Details of the ordeal were
uncovered by Guido Columba of
the Ansa news agency.

Internétion‘al

DHAKA MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1998

Sharif's meeting with Clinton next week

Pakistan to seek revival
of strategic ties with US

ISLAMABAD, Nov 29: Pak-
istan said on Saturday it would
seek to revive strategic ties with
one-time close ally the United
States, including weapons sup-

lies, when Prime Minister

awaz Sharif meets President
Bill Clinton next week, reports
Reuters.

But a senior government of-
ficial said Pakistan, which be-
came a new nuclear along
with India after the two arch-
foes conducted tit-for-tat nu-
clear tests in May, would not
make any compromise on its
nuclear and missile pro-
grammes while seeking re-
moval of US sanctions.

"We seek revival of our
strat partnership on the ba-
sis of new realities," foreign
secretary Shamshad Ahmad
told rters at a news brief-
ing. "We wish to renew relations

with the US on the basis of
shared values and goals.”

He said Sharif, due to meet
Clinton in Washington on De-
cember 2, would removal of
all US sanctions on Pakistan
those imposed after the nuclear
tests and earlier ones under the
US Pressler Amendment law
that stopped sales of weapons,
including paid-for F-16 fighter
aircraft.

"Besides addressing the se-
curity and nuclear problems of
South Asia, the prime minister
would emphasise the need for
the removal of all sanctions.
The just solution of the F-16s
issue, the revival of collabora-
tion in the defence fleld, access
to advanced technology and the
promotion of trade and invest-
ment,” Ahmad said.

Clinton invited Sharif to
Washington last month after

" Britain denies deal to put

Pinochet on trial in Santiago

LONDON, Nov 29: The
British government late Satur-
day refused to respond to re-
ports that it was preparing to
accept a deal proposed by the
Chilean government which
would see sto Pinochet put
on trial in Santiago, reports
AFP.

Early editions of two Sunday
newspapers said British minis-
ters increasingly believed such
a result was the best way to
bring the 83-year old to justice
without destabilisin hilean
democracy or endangering
trade relations.

They said the deal was pro-
pﬁsedcl‘:{)y Chile's Foreign Minis-
ter Jose Miguel Insulza who is
meeting ministers on a four-
day visit from Friday.

Insulza stressed on Saturday
that 14 separate private cases
had been filed against the for-
mer dictator since he stepped
down as army commander in

chief in March.

The Observer newspaper
added that Insulza had also said
that a state grnsﬂﬂutinm COVer-
ing all the charges of genocide,
terrorism and torture in the ex-
tradition warrant to Spain. was
also a possibility.

Britain's Home Secretary
Jack Straw now has until De-
cember 11 to decide whether to
allow the extradition requested
by a Spanish prosecutor on
crimes alleged to have been
committed during Pinochet's
1973 to 1990 military rule in
Chile.

Britain's law lords on
Wednesday ruled that Pinochet
is not immune.

Later, asked about the re-

rts of a deal, a spokesman for

is office, merely said that
Straw would be considering all
grounds for Pinochet's release
under the law and any talk of
"deal” was inaccurate.

‘Nehru-Gandhi dynasty on

limelight again

NEW DELHI, Nov 29: India's
most famous political dynasty
returned to the sgntlight today
after Italian-born Sonia
Gandhi led her Congress party

to a stunning victory in state
elections, reports :
Gandhi, a 51-year-old

mother of two, presided over

noisy victory celebrations here

as masses of cheering y ac-

tivists poured into her heavily-
arded house in the heart of
ew Delhi.

She was, however, guarded
in her comments following the
humiliating defeat her party
handed to Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee's Bharatiya
Janata Pa.r%y (BJP, Indian peo-
ple's )

the fﬁur ons that went
to the polla chn:adn}r. t_t_l_e

Congress won three ousting the
BJP from two of its bastions in
the process.

andhi, the widow of assas-
sinated premier Rajiv Gandhi,
called the election outcome a
vote against Vajpayee's fragile
coalition government which
came to power eight months
ago.

But news rs and analysts
hailed Suniapzﬁhe art:hitec¥ of
the spectacular Congress wins
in New Delhi city and the states
of Ra{la*sthan and Madhya
Pradesh,

The Congress, India's oldest
g:crly whose electoral base had

n rapidly shrinking in re-
cent years, was also quick to
acknowledge Sonia's overriding
role in the victory.

Rivals agree to sign truce

accord in DRC on Dec 18

PARIS, Nov 29: President of
the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC), Laurent Kabila,
announced on Saturday that a
ceasefire to the conflict in his
country will be signed on De-
cember A#n Lusaka, Zambia,

Kabila, speaking after the
close of a two-day summit of 49
African countries hosted in
Paris, told reporters the cease-
fire nt itself would be
negotiated in Burkina Faso at

s in Ouagadougou on De-
cember 17 18.

Reuters adds: United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
announced on Saturday that
countries ting in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo had

to an immediate cease-

fire in their four-month old
war.
However, there was wide-
spread confusion over the
s of the pledge, with Con-

lese President Laurent Kabila

w that a deal had been
reac and the Rwandan pres-
ident, who supports Congo

rebels, saying no progress had
been made ingpeace taﬁia

Annan, who was attending
the 20th Franco-African Sum-
mit in Paris, had persuaded the
six belligerent nations involved
in the Congo rebellion to meet
other Great Lake countries to
try to push along negotiations.

"An accord still needs to be
signed, but there was a com-
mitment. They committed
themselves to accepting an im-
mediate end to hostilities,” An-
nan told ers after mee
French President Jacques
Chirac.

Chirac told a news confer-
ence at the end of the two-day
summit of 50 countries that
Annan "achieved an agreement
on a commitment to end this
absurd and so painful war, and
an t on the implemen-
tation of a ceasefire.”

"There is already a docu-
ment. The final signing should
be completed rapidly, before the
of the or-

Ouagadougou meeting
Eanluaﬂun of African Unity on
17-18," he said.

Chinese President Jiang Zemin, left, talks about his calligraphy before presenting it to
Tohoku University President Hiroyuki Abe on Sunday, as he tours the university campus
to look at items related Lu Xun, one of Chinese literatures' most revered figures who

spent his youth age in this northern city of Sendai.

- — AP/UNB photo

Japanese aggression in China

the President cancelled a trip to

India and Pakistan tentatively
planned for November. Wash-
ington felt neither New Delhi
nor Islamabad had made suffi-
cient progress on the nuclear
question to warrant such a
high-profile trip.

But early this month, Clin-
ton used a new authority given
bgr Congress to waive some of
the sanctions imposed on Pak-
istan and India because of per-
ceived pr S8 On arms issues.

Ahmad said Pakistan's de-

. fence capabilities, which were

heavily dependent on the
United States, were adversely
affected by Pakistan-specific
sanctions such as the Pressler
Law. forcing Islamabad to rely
on nuclear deterrence and de-
velop an indiger- s missile

pmggmme.
e prime minister will.

Off the Record

therefore. urge the removal of
Pakistan-specific sanctions
which over the years have had
an adverse impact on our secu-
rity,” he said.

"India’'s continued acquisi-
tion of sophisticated weapons
from all sources has disturbed
the strategic balance in our re-
gion we would want the US to
redress this situation.”

US officials have said Clin-
ton had waived sanctions ear-
lier this month because India
and Pakistan declared a mora-
torium on nuclear testing.

Erumiaed to sign the Compre-
pessivs Toyt s Ty KT

They had also entered into
negotiations in Geneva on
treaty to ban production of fis-

sile material and pledged to
tighten export controls.
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Ricardo Rojas, 37, makes a medicinal tea from sage in a

South Minneapolis housing community for Native Ameri-
cans with HIV and AIDS called Maynidoowahwak

Odena on Monday. Rojas takes a collection of pills twice
daily, commonly known as the "AIDC Cocktail" but also
uses Native American herbs to help maintain his physical
and spiritual health. Rojas has been living with HIV

since 1991.

Banquet for monkeggﬂs

. LOPBURI, Thailand: With

o
sion of table manners, hundr

s of mo

— AP/UNB photo

appetites and ir own ver-
s got their annual

reward on Sunday for bringing good fortune to this central
Thailand town — a feast served up on red table cloths, reports

AP.

Scooting down form their

perches in ancient temples,

squads of simians descended upon a dozen banquet tables to
grab noodles, popcorn, mangoes, papayas, nuts and soft drinks.

While the macaques appeared to have learned little etiquette
of sit-down dinners in the 10 years since the feast started, a cer-
tain method in the monkey madness emerged.

Rather than overwhelm the tables,
themselves to the chow first, followed

their babies.

Older, enced

plop

essive males helped
shyer mothers and

themselves casually at the

centre of tables, confidently stuffing themselves, while young-

sters would

grab a few handfuls from the plates and eat either

. on the run or crouched under a table.
By day's end, hundreds of monkeys were fed at two sittings
within Lopburi's Three Pagoda Compound, watched by thou-
sands of tourists and townsfolk who joined in the merriment

while keep
Leading

ares

watananusont, the 57-year-old son of im

Elovnﬂaﬁrants who suddenly experienced

to the town.

1 distance from the diners.
the locals was monkey magnate Yo

th Kit-
verished Chinese
fortune when they

Yongyuth ascribed it to the monkeys, resident in the town
for centuries and tradlﬂnnallyf;%arded as luck-bringing de-

spite their habit

stalls.
Proving

Yon

of snatching

gyuth dreamed up the simian feast idea decade

from passers-by and food

there was no business like monkey business,

ago. While he

makes little or no money from the actual event, tourists crowd
the hotels and stores he owns in the town, 115 km north of

Bangkok.

dominates Jiang's Tokyo visit

SAPPORO, Japan, Nov 29:
Chinese President Jiang Zemin
Today wrapped up a landmark

visit to Japan marred by his

failure to get a written apology
for Tokyo's wartime atrocities,
reports AFP,

Jiang visited at a monument
to %n:at Chinese writer Lu Xun
in the northern city of Sendai
before flying to this nearby
snowbound city, dwelling for a
short time on the cultural side
of history.

But it was the brutal 1937-45
Japanese aggression in China
that dominated the six-day
state visit aimed at improving
ties, the first by a Chinese
leader to Japan since diplo-
matic ties were resumed in
1972.

He received only a verbal
apology at his Tokyo summit
on Thursday with Prime Minis-
ter Keizo Obuchi.

A written joint declaration
issued after the summit men-
tioned Japan's "deep remorse”
but failed to offer a proper apol-
ogy. Neither of the leaders
signed the statement.

Jiang refused to let the dark
history go.

*Japan should "guide the na-
tion and young generations

with correct views ol history
and never allow a repeat of the
ideology or force of mili-
tarism,” he told students at
Tokyo's Waseda University on
Saturday.

China says 20 million
people died as a result of the
1937-45 occupational. The 1937
Nanjing massacre alone Killed
140,000 people, according to
allied trials of Japanese war
criminals.

At a weekend news confer-
ence, the Chinese leader accused
“certain people in high posi-
tions" in Japan of distorting
history and trying to gloss over
the past aggression.

rotests by extreme rightists
who deny the Narginﬁ massacre
took place dogged the trip, al-
though none got past heavy se-
curity, enforced by 10,000 extra
Japanese police, to approach
Jiang.

Ironically, it was left-win
demonstrators who faced o
with the Chinese leader, inter-
mupting his university speech
with anti-nuclear and Tianan-
men Square protests before be-
ing dragged off by security

guards

en | was even younger

than you, I personally experi-

enced the suttering ot a crisisfpf
our people and a devastation of
our country,” the Chinese leader
told students the day before.

"As an eye-witness, | am re-
sponsible for telling the fact to
younger generations. We have (o
face up to the sad events.”

Jiang had also sought a
strong statement on Taiwan
from %Iiﬁ summit here, laying
out Japan's support for China's
policy of no to Taiwan's inde-

endence, no to two Chinas
China and Taiwan) and no to
Taiwan joining international
organisations as a sovereign
state,

Instead, Beijing merely got a
restatement of Japan's promise
not to recognise Taiwan as a
separate state. China regards
the island as a renegade
province.

Early Sunday, Jiang trav-
elled from Tokyo to Sendal to
trace Chinese writer Lu Xun's
voyage of nearly a century ago.

Jiang placed flowers at a
five-metre (16.5-foot) stone
monument with a bronze relief
of Lu Xun holding a cigarette in
his right hand, in the Sendali
Museum area along Hirosegawa
river, west of central Sendai.

Kurdish rebels
shoot down
Turkish chopper

ANKARA, Nov 29: Kurdish
guerillas whose leader Abdullah
Ocalan is the focus of a row
between Turkey and its NATO
allies Italy and Germany said
on Saturday they had shot
down a Turkish Army heli-
copter and killed over a dozen
troops, reports Reuters.

"The Sikorsky helicopter
was shot down by National Lib-
eration Army of Kurdistan
(ARGK) forces as it tried to de-
ploy troops on the Kartal peak
in the Cukurca area,” the Kur-
dish Dem news agency said. The
ARGK is the military wing of
the PKK.

The agency quoted the PKK
as saf*lng that 17 soldiers were
killed.

Turkey's governor's office in
Dii,'arbakir had said earlier 15
soldiers had died and one was
injured when the Sikorsky he-

licopter crashed on Friday near
Curkurca close to the Iraqi bor-
der while returning from an op-
eration against the PKK.
"Investigations into whether
it crashed due to a technical
fault or was brought down are
continuing." a security official
told Reuters. PKK rebels t:umuﬁh:
down two Turkish military he-
licopters in Iraq last year using
Russian-made missiles.



