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What a Collusive Robbery!

The rocking revelation by the Controller and
Auditor General of a nexus between top business-
men and hi
burdened the nationalised commercial banks
(NCBs) with Tk 4,466 crore in bad loans opens up
the way towards disciplining the apparently incor-
rigible banking sector. The Auditor General de-
serves full credit for his bold efforts to unearth the
deep, dark truth. We also thank the President for
the reported indications that the matter might
soon be sent to parliament for discussion. The Au-
ditor General has done his job and now it is time
for the legislature, the investigative agencies of the
government and the judiciary to act and act fast. It
cannot be a matter for deferred attention. A recent
Bangladesh Bank report of a similar nature lost its
way in the bureaucratic wilderness.

The government's indifference, apparently in-
spired by dubious persuasion by the culprits and

eir accomplices, delayed and, eventually smoth-
ered, the ﬂgpﬂrtunity to punish the defaulters, re-
cover the bad loans and rid the economy of a
stumbling block towards growth. This time around
there should be no excuses and no wavering on the
government's part to act firmly. The facts and fig-
ures are there in the Auditor General's report. The
Bureau of Anti-corruption should do the rest. They
should start their own investigation and, on the
basis of their findings and the evidences collected
press charges against the recalcitrant bank func-
tionaries. Instead of interference of any kind, the
government must extend all-out co-operation to this.

A section of high-ups in the business community
-have made loan default a habit. Top bank officials,
instead of arresting the downward trend in recov-
ery of loans, sanctioned more money to the de-
faulting debtors. Much has been said but nothing
has so far been done about the rampant irregular-
itl);. Defaulters, in collusion with top bankers, si-
phoned off big money from the NCBs, with heavy
cuts to bank functionaries in return for their ser-
vices. Now is the time for the culprits to pay the

rice. Now is the time to put them in the dock and

ehind the bars. If we fail to nail them now, the
whole banking system, its credibility already on
the line, will just become a mockery and all the
talks of accountability for healthy growth will be
nothing but hollow rhetoric. It's now or never.

Give Them the Best

That children, under-15, constitute more than
55 per cent of the population in Bangladesh is often
forgotten. Otherwise their interests would not have
been overlooked as they are today.

In fact, what do we really know about their
rights? And more so, what do we truly care for
their rights? Answers to these questions during the
observance of the Children's Rights Week
(November 26-December 2), are enough to make
one low-spirited. Observing a Day or a Week is
rather ritualistic when the children's needs have
gone so pervasively unmet. Governments in
Bangladesh have always been whistle-blowing
when it came to signing an international treaty or
a decument e.g:, MOU with ILO, UNICEF or the
Cenvention of-the Child Rights {CRC) etc. But at the
implementation level; it is most of the time failure
that it has recorded. This is more true when we see
the CRC is a near-impossible task for an economi-
cally back-bench country like Bangladesh. For the
clauses in the CRC would be redeemable when the
basic rights of the children — food, clothing and
education — have been met.

On the other hand, the non-governmental or-
ganisations, and the UN agencies account for a
mixed tally of success and disappointment. Some
of the rights groups are apparently selling the mis-
ery of the children to garner funds. Their endeav-
ours, in ensuring children’s rights, ultimately
bring little by way of change in the lives of our children.

The children are never allowed to make their
own decisions as far as their rights are concerned,
while the present policies of looking after child
welfare are proving inadequate to cope with the
consequences that follow such a myopic vision.
Children should be given the chance to voice their
problems and become in a way partners with poli-
cymakers in sorting out their rights. Moreover,
there's a trend to sensationalise on their rights: by
giving prominence to the more negative aspects
and by focusing on some extreme cases, which
compound the problems and miss out on the opportu-
nity to analyse the inherent causes of a troubling event.

This year's observance of the Week, however,
carries a hope in terms of '‘Birth Registration’
which was absent in the past.

Meeting fundamental needs of all children, and
fulfilling their rights, demands an institutional
change with a renewed vision and through an ac-
tive cooperation between political parties.

Dogs to Our Rescue

The government has imported five dogs and
twenty puppies from London. These canine sleuths
will help police in investigating crimes and nab-
bing criminals. In many western countries dogs
play an important role in detecting and combating
crimes and criminals. Why can't they help us?

But these animals have already cost us Taka 56
lakh and another 80 lakh taka will have to be
spent in the next three months for their mainte-
nance. And for their residence in Bangladesh a
grisly sum of Taka 150 lakh will be spent from the
public exchequer. A full-fledged 'dog squad’ will be
in operation from next February under an Addi-
tional IG of Police. Very impressive. In fact, the
initial expenditure will run up to a staggering Taka
3 crore, said the AIG concerned on Tuesday.

Good. But the question is: will these animals at
all survive the tropical conditions of Bangladesh
or be able to effectively employ their expertise and
intelligence in their assigned jobs? These dogs are
expert in sniffing heroin, cocaine and marijuana.
But how would they detect phensydil, the rage in
Bangladesh? Drugs apart, will these 'detectives' be
trained to thwart mugging, bomb throwing and
other disruptive activities special to our country?
Each of the dogs will cost Taka 7000 a month ?t;r
maintenance, an amount that none of the lakh of
constables, and many of their human superiors receive.

But worrying about expenses on the imported
stock of German Shepherds and British Labradors
iIs quite unnecessary. There can be a long term
benefit. In a year's time we will have dozens of
ped(iﬁrﬂﬁ puppies which may be in excess of the
needs of the police department. And these puppies
can be sold in the open market. The process will
continue unabated in years to come. And the police
department will earn a lot of money and the dogs
earn their way through. That is if they survive our

management, supervision, diet and the behaviour
cf their keeper.
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Industrial Policy: Water and Mountain

F I VHE Industrial Policy (IP)
seems to be timely on
board. The Ministry of

Industries duly deserves

ap])rf:ciatlun for preparing the

policy in right earnest. In a

recent meeting of ministers,

five-member Ministerial

Committee was formed to

closely scrutinise the provi-

sions thereof. We hope that the
learned members — versed in
policy matters as they are —
would put their best in making
the IP display its productive

ormarce in the realm of our
industrial development.

I do not know the contents of

IP '98 and therefore, would ab-

stain myself from making any

concrete comment. However, |
feel tempted to turn to some of
the general observations cen-
tering around IP. And allow me
to start with the end-remarks
by Professor Kotaro Suzumura
in his celebrated paper: "Indus-
trial Policy in Developing Mar-
ket Economics.” Suzumura is
suggestive of two "fictitious sto-
ries” about the role vi IP. First,
IP is just like water for a race
horse: at the right moment and
with the right amount, the
horse runs well. But untimely
and excess quantity could be
counterproductive so much so
that the horse fails to complete
the race. Likewise an IP could
supﬁ‘l:cment the competitive
market mechanism if and when
properly lprupelled: misappli-
cation on %nee to mess things
up. Second, IP to industrialists
is what a mountain hut — shel-
ter from storms — is to the

We seem to spend too much ﬁm;nj‘bmula-tingﬂ’s buttmﬁ#lemﬁwtmthatwiumﬂkemfmﬂcmithm
board. That seems to be the history of IPs in Bangladesh.

mountaineers. "However, the
knowledge that there is a de-
pendable mountain hut may
precipitate more reckless
mountaineering. Similarly, in-
dustrial policy may induce
firms to invest more than what
may be rationalised on the ba-
sis of fundamental market con-
ditions, because firms may be
led to expect that industrial pol-
icy will come to the rescue if
their reckless competitive be-
haviour brings about excess ca-
ﬁacjty and declining profitabil-
Y-

The "fictitious stories" stated
by the eminent economist does
not seem to challenge the merits
of IP as a development strategy.
Rather it appears to point at
some of the side effects of IP.
Policy makers, while pursuing
IP strategies should bear in
mind the probabilities of those
side effects.

Why on industrial policy? "It
is an economic policy designed
to improve the long-run welfare
performance of a national
economy by intervening in the
allocation of resources between
industrial sectors or in the in-
dustrial organisations of a spe-
cific sector if the competitive

market mechanism [ails to
function efficientlv. Because

market failures often rise from
imperfect information; the cost
of information acquisition,
transmission and coordina-
tion; factors affecting Mar-

shalian externalities... the rel-
evance of Industrial Policy as a
strategy for developing market
economies and economies in
transition seems to be nd
dispute.” Defined so, IPs have
long been instrumental in the
economic development of
Japan, the Republic of Korea
and other countries of east
Asia.

Sordidly, successive IPs in
Bangladesh failed to fare well
in terms of the objective func-

made modest attempts to face
sluggish investments through
ad ressing economic factors.
However, "unpardonable” fail-
ures in beefing up industrial in-
vestment through addressing
non-economic factors need also
to be reckoned with. Among a
volley of virulent constraints,
lie outdated, unproductive and
unfriendly administrative and
legal systems to detract in-
vestors. "An accessible and cod-
ified legal system in which

tions set forth before them. His-
torical anecdotes grievously
tells us that the industrial sce-
nario was with adho-
cism, ambivalence and devoid
of any vision for industrial de-
velopment in the country. As a
result, dualistic structure, nar-
row base, dwindling share in
employment, slower growth
rates, lack of diversity, inward
looking strategy — all con-
tributed to the dismal perfor-
mance of this vital sector.
There is no doubt, perhaps,
that successive governments

remedies are reasonably pre-
dictable and enforceable can be

asset for private sector n,
notes a World Bank document.
The most important consid-
eration that IP '98 might face is
in the area of a choice between
Import Substitution (IS) and
Export Orientation (EO), and
the role of the government in
nursing or nurturing them
through such devices as tariff
levels, exchange rate manage-
ment etc. Trade liberalisation

‘or opening up of the ecunu:;lly

could be castigated on the al-

leged plea that such a policy ad-
versely affected local indus-
tries.

The allegation is partly true
since firm level survey tJﬁn to
show that much of the woes in
the industrial sector nﬂ%x;ﬂc
from factors other than liberal-
isation per se and any

andiose generalisation on

is score could be dam.agmfha

One needs to remember that
industrial policy interventions
may not always be justified in
the backdrop of market fail-
ures. In fact, just as com
markets fail’ so do industrial

licies. To arrive at a first-best

Ps — according to Suzumura
— three crucial conditions must
be met. First, government
should have accurate informa-
tion to successfully diagnose
the pockets of market failures.
Second. "government must be
equipped with enough adminis-
trative authority to take effec-
tive and efficient actions to
deals with each market failure
diagnosed. And third, there
should be an avalanche of after
care methods in IPs. "Let us call
the all-knowing, all powerful
and far-sighted government
that satisfies these stringent
conditions the first-best gov-
ernment, and industrial polices
implementable by only such an
ideal government first-best in-
dustrial policies. First-best in-
dustrial policies can resolve all
problems related to market

Hut!

failures in one stroke...." In the

esence if policy interventions
g; imperfect government, na-
tion's welfare may deteriorate
instead of im .

Thus in the drama of
[P. the main actor is the gov-
ernment and its governance.
The role pla by the govern-
ment should be that of a facili-
tator of private investment
growth through an arsenal of
instruments to deal with
mostly non-economic factors.
Let our industrial be wa-
ter in right quantity and at
right time for the race horse
called investment. Let it also be
mountaineers’' hut but for a ra-
tionalised inducement for in-
vestors. The side effects of in-
dustrial policies should never
be overlooked.

While the formulation of IP
remains as a domain of the
Ministry of Industries, its suc-
cess on the ground hinges
mostly on the Ministries of Fi-
nance, Law and Home. After all,
whether one would enter into
industrial investment would be
dictated by the levels of tariffs
and taxes, existing proprietary
laws of the land and overall law
and order situation. Unless
these three ministries commit
to carry out the IP in full swing,
any success would remain as
distant hope. We seem to spend
too much time on formulating
IPs but too little on factors that
will make IP work once it is on
board. That seems to be the
histnrﬁ' of IPs in Bangladesh.
Ho istory does not repeat it-
self this time.

HE state of bilateral rela-

tions between the two

NATO ( North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation) members,
Turkey and Italy, took a
nosedive recently over the row
about the extradition of the
leader of the Kurdish guerilla
movement, Abdullah Ocalan,
who was arrested in Rome on 15
November. Turkey demands his
extradition from Italy for his
terrorist activities in Turkey
while Italy does not wish to
extradite Ocalan to countries,
such as Turkey which have
death penalty as it would
violate Italian constitution.

Background

According to Turkey, Ocalan
is responsible for numerous
terrorist activities and under
his guidance, his followers of
the paﬂ% Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK). are estimated to
have cost 30,000 lives. PKK is a
guerilla movement to establish
a separate Kurdish state in the
south-eastern Turkey and the
struggle is a lnnF drawn one. in-
volving probably more blood
shed than the violent struggles
in Northern Ireland.

Ocalan was hiding in Syria
for a long time. Turkey threat-
ened to take military action
against Syria if it did not expel
Ocalan from its territory.
Ocalan had to flee from Syria
and took refuge in Russia. Al-
though the Russian Parliament
had no objection to provide him
a refugee status, the government
decided not to proceed to give
him political asylum because it
did not want to damage its ten-
uous relations further with
Turkey. Moscow is already hav-
ing serious strains with Turkey
on its plans to sell USS1 billion

Kurds’ Leader Ocalan

Extradition Battle between Turkey and Italy

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

Theincidenthashighlighﬁaitfehrdﬁhpmblem mldcouldbeuaeda.nncutntg;tﬁ)ramqforiniﬁaﬁvemm
for a solution between Turkey and Kurdish guerillas of PKK.

worth of anti-aircraft missiles
to be installed on the Greek part
of the divided island of Cyprus.

Oscalan left Russia and flew
to Italy and sought political
asylum. It was reported that
pro-Kurdish parliamentarians
invited Ocalan to Italy so that
he could seek political asylum.
He was immediately arrested at
Rome airport on an interna-
tional warrant. Last week the
Italian Court freed him but di-
rected him to remain in Rome.
The Italian government put
him in the military hospital
near the Colosseum under strict
security guards.

Kurds Refugees in Europe
The European Union (EU)

has been known to be liberal in

providing refugee status to

Kurds in Europe on the pretext
that s=the Kurds _faced

“perseasiition and mili -op-
»pression” by. Turkish La
authorities. The Eu an
Union was critical of TurE3 ‘s
record of human rights and it
did not allow Turkey to become
a member of the Union al-
though it accepted three other
East European countries as
members despite the fact that
these countries made applica-
tions for membership much
later than Turkey. Political an-
alysts believe Turkey is not able
to become a member partly be-
cause Greece, Turkey's rival in
the Pa:ﬁin Sea, objects to it and
]Darll_v ause Turkey is a Mus-
im country. The previous
Turkish government led by the

itary,

Welfare Party (Islamic) did not
help the secular image of
Turkey to the European Union.
Kurdish refugees are scat-
tered across Europe which was
considered as sale heavens by
the Kurds. About half a million
Kurds refugees live in Germany
alone. ltaly has approximately
5000 of Kurds and another 2000
Kurds have requested for asy-
lum. Numerous Kurds live in
other European countries. This
is why the arrest of Ocalan has
embroiled many European
countries when supporters of
Ocalan staged demonstrations
in European capitals, launched
hunger strikes, set themselves
on fire and carried out suicide
bombings to support that
Ocalan be granted political asy-
lum in Italy. Although Ger-
many has a long-standing ar-
rest w&nant for Dt(;::a:mrl: ap-
pears-that the new
sed 1o

“ernment has so far refu

seek his extradition to Ger-
many, fearing that such a move
is likely to ignite tensions
among the Kurds and Turkish
nationals living in that coun-

try.
Extradition and its Legal
Principles
Extradition, simpl
legal process through which a
fugitive criminal is brought to
trial from another State. Ex-
tradition is a quasi-judicial
process. It involves both domes-

tic and international law. Gen-
erally speaking extradition

put, is a

rests on the existence ol a Lreaty
but it is not a pre-requisite to
securing the return of the fugi-
tive criminal. It has been seen
that political “criminals® are
not generally extradited because
the crimes are allegedly
committed to safeguard the
"superior interest” of a political

organisation to attain political
objectives. The case of
Savarkar in 1910 strengthened
this principle of non-extradi-
tion of a person for political
crimes.

Besides this, there are other
legal principles which need to
be satisfied. For example, the
crime for which a person is re-
quested for extradition must be
considered a crime as well in
the country of refuge and this is
known as “double criminality
t.ﬂﬁt'. l[ 145 -8 1 TTE i
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of extradition, no extradition is
granted. Bangladesh Extradi-
tion Act, 1974 incorporates the
general principles of interna-
tional law and provides in my
view, certain discretionary
powers of the executive to grant
extradition or not.

Italy’s Dilemma

Italy’s hesitation to extra-
dite Ocalan arises from its con-
stitutional provisions. So long
Turkey has death penalty in its
law. lItaly cannot extradite
Ocalan. If Turkey abolishes
death penalty Italy may not

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

d

Thanks Senator

Glenn

Sir, Senator Glenn's redis-
covery journey is surely an
:;;ma:h A ;n;‘.. Ecicr}tists would
study the impact of ageing pro-
cess in different en\?igrunﬁlgnts
and timings during his journey
to the outer space. It would take
many an analysis to enrich our
knowledge in this subject dur-
ing the coming days.

But one lesson senator-as-
tronaut Glenn has imparted to
many of us instantly. He has
shown that at retiring age when

most Bgu le restrict their activ-
ities, physically and men-
tally, can positively contribute
towards society and the coun-
try, if he has the desire and atti-
tude. One would require the
strength of character to make
our life meaningful.

Thank you senator astro-
naut Glenn.

Tasmia Amaat
Comilla

NBR PR campaign

Sir, The DS report (Nov 18]
on NBR and Income Tax offices
is topical. The NBR network has
to improve its negative image
and beef up its public relations;
starting internally, with mod-
ernisation and simplification
of the rusty, age-old rules and
regulations, smelling of colo-
nial days.

Of course the human mate-
rial has to be improved includ-
ing the human resources aspect,
to make them more tax-payee-
friendly. The IT offices are not
friendly places to visit. How
about a radical change in ap-

roach: visitors would be met

y the officers only, and not b
the staff, and the fath:r shuulcf
have no authority to contact
visitors unless directed in each
specific case; and the inside of
the office would be ‘out-of-

bounds' are area except the Re-
ception Lobby.

Secondly, the government
may go for full-fledged comput-
erisation, for instant reference
in presence of the concerned
visitor. Our computer industry
is sufficiently developed to
maintain the computer net-
work. once installed with tie-up
expertise. Training and orien-
tation courses for the officers
and staff should start right
now, to allow for the lag time
before the operational state

stage.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Believe, or not to
believe

Sir, On 7th November after-
noon, | was inside a fast-food
shop at the cross section of Pu-
rana Paltan. At about 4 pm, a
couple of mini-buses carrying
BNP supporters (Gulshan thana
Unit) halted in front of us. Pas-
sengers got down and forming
up to proceed towards Paltan
Maidan. Shop-keepers antici-
pating probable trouble tried to
pull down shutters. but BNP
supporters assured them that
Lthey were gul.n% to leave the spot
peacefully so there was no need
to pull the shutters down.

Before they could [inish
these words, a platoon of police
in riot gear swooped on them
and started beating indiscrimi-
nately with 6-7 feet long bam-
boo stick (unknown to police
arms) and started hurling abu-
sive words. In the process,
many l]:uass&raby also 1gut the
taste of that "long arm of the po-
lice law.” A tender aged boy,
who came to buy some food, got
better police hospitality — once
he fainted by their does. Po-
liceman quickly picked him up
and took him away for even bet-
ter treatment. Few minutes
later, we saw (on the sight of
another approaching proces-
sion) those policemen formed
up a battle formation to face
that procession. But no sooner

they could spot Gen (Retd)
Shaukat leading that proces-
sion they quickly retreated.

On the following day the
dailies published one story. But
later government-party law-
makers informmed the House a
different one. Now whom to be-
lieve — the press, my own expe-
rience or the more responsible
legislators?

A R Choudhury
Uttara Dhaka

Polluting the planet

Sir, The other day | was
watching BBC Reporter's Pro-
gramme and came to know
about the most fundamental
reasons of the global pollution.

The reasons are:

a) Green house gases.

b} Bio-piracy and

¢} Nucicar pollution,

For our scientists and ex-

rts these information would

of great help to find way out
of global warming, and the rela-
tionship between man and na-
ture. Material progress and in-
dustrialisation of the advanced
countries are believed to be the
root cause of Elnha] warming,
the effects of which are now be-
ing noticed in many parts of the
world includinﬁangla{lesh.

We want to know much more
on this from our scientists and
experts.

Abul Ashraf Noor
Hotise #9, #4
Sector #5, Uttara,
Dhaka-1205

Taslima Nasreen

Sir, In my opinion. this
business with Taslima Nasreen
is completely idiotic and is a
complete waste of every body's
time. I think for a writer who
composes her treaties centering
around her inexhaustible ha-
tred for the male species and re-
ligion she is getting too much
unwarranted attention. [ am
sure the daily newspapers have
a lot of other important issues
(both national and interna-
tional) to write about.

She tried to follow Salman
Rushdie's footsteps by insulting
Islam but missed them by a long
long mark. And this Islami
Oikkya Jote, who, | guess have
nothing better to do than to feed
on people's religious beliefs, by
their activities are shedding too
much importance on this per-

son. Just what is Lhis Jote try-
ing to achieve? Are they tliyin
to take away her nationality
How ridiculous! She is vy birth
a Bangladeshi citizen. Such
group of people are the reason
that writers like Taslima Nas-
reen gets topics to write about.
They are also the reason that
she is so popular in Bangladesh.
These sort of activities basi-
cally do nothing but create an-
tagonism amongst and toward

' Muslims. This is what the West

thrives on and is capitalised by
the Western media to ridicule
Islam at every opportunity that
it gets.

Mahbubur Rashid
Los Angeles, California, USA

Lyotard

Sir, Discussing Lyotard (DS
Lit page Nov 21] is an exercise in
futility. In this age of change,
many Lyotards will appear and
then fade out, like the recent
comet show in the skies.

Since the created can never
read the mind of the Creator,
there cannot be any finality in
the judgement of the average
human being. That is Life — to
retrace the way back. In a soci-
ety I[man is a social animal) ab-
sence of interaction will stall
its healthy presence and ulti-
mate existence. In nature there
are three basic processes: input,
processing and output. This is
the Game of Life.

What is the difference be-
tween one thinker being classi-
fied as an Intellectual, and an-
other thinker of the same level
being classified as Intelligent;
both having contributed
equally to the storehouse of
human knowledge and wisdom?
This question has been posed in
a book of wisdom.

Language has its limitations
in expressing personal experi-
ences, thoughts and ideas. De-
scribe your maddening
toothache to one who never ex-
perienced one; or your complex
worries and situations to your
best friend, and you start curs-
ing the limitation of the media
and the medium: as lovers do,
for example. If your message
needs a medium, then the mes-
sage is not that important, ac-
cording to eastern wisdom. Was
Lyot saying: Do not use a
medium?

A Reader
Dhaka

I

grant extradition if it perceives
that Ocalan is a political
“criminal”. Furthermore there
is a fear that if Ocalan is sent to
Turkey, Italy could become a

et for violent actions by the
Kurd refugees in Europe.

On the other hand, the US
backed the demand of Turkey.
Turkey has threatened its trade
boycott to Italy and it is re-
ported that Turkey will not ac-
cept any tenders from Italy in
commercial matters. At stake
are several billion dollar con-
tracts including US$3.5 billion
tender for 145 attack-heli-
copters for which an Italian
company was a leading con-
tender. Meanwhile boycoit of
Italian goods declared last week
by Turkish retailers was
rapidly spreading. Further-
more Turkey may lodge—a
protest to NATO about the Ital-
mn_&;wrrimnt.- T

European Commission ,
however, supported the position
of Italy and took the view that
Turkey’'s reported trade boycott
could be a breach of Turkey's
obligations under agreements
with the EU. The President of

the European Commission
Jacques Santer said that EU
could impose sanctions on
Turkey. Turkish official 1-
Lioir was that there is no al
boycott of Italian goods. If the

Turkish private sectors boycott
the Italian products, the gov-
ernment is not responsible.
Meanwhile Italy’s Prime Min-
ister Massimo D’'Alema de-
flected the issue saying that the
matter of extradition was a ju-
dicial matter and the magis-
trates must make the first deci-
sions regarding Ocalan. He was
advancing the same ments
as Britain did with respect to
the extradition of former Presi-
dent Pinochet of Chile.

Conclusion

The extradition of Ocalan
has become a major political
headache for Italy. More so
when Ocalan sought political
asylum in Italy. A few impor-
tant political stalwarts of the
leftist-led government in Italy
are reported to be sympathetic
to Ocalan’'s- politieal asylum.
The incident has highligied
the Rﬁﬂshfprglpm ' Id
be used as a ca t for 4 major
initiative to try for a solution
between Turkey and Kurdish
guerillas of PKK.

The writer is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
LIN in Geneva.

OPINION
"Democracy

I carefully went through the
commentary written by Mahfuz
Anam on November 11, and on
Novegber 13 the reflection of A
Ahmed who very harshly criti-
cised the former and it was cer-
tainly A Ahmed who provoked
me to write.

Mahfuz Anam's commen-

tary was an excellent heading
as he critically analyzed the
events such as passage of In-
demnity Bill, Zia's role in pro-
tecting Bangabandhu's killers,
Khaleda Zia's role and her gov-
ernment's indifference to repeal
the Bill, the Awami League's

role in bringing the Kkillers to
judgment, the AL's abolishing
the public holiday on November
7. the AL's oppression of the
BNP, marring of the BNP's Pal-
tan meeting by AL, present gov-
ernment's aggressive attitude
and creating intentional hin-
drance to other political par-
ties' legal rights and pro-
grammes and the last but not
the least, the AL's responsibil-
ity for 60-hour hartal.

Mahfuz Anam logically at-
tributed the responsibility of
the recent crisis to the ruling
AL. He very prudently set ques-
tion — "Today we are in the
midst of destructive hartal.
Why? Is it all the BNP's fault?
What was the role of the ruling
AL in all this? Did the govern-
ment behave reasonably with
the opposition as it should in
parliamentary democracy?”
Everybody would easily under-
stand whether the government's
behaviour with the opposition
can somehow be justified. It
seems the AL adopts all the
foolish way Lo belie the nation.
It claims that the BNP and al-
lies called hartal to protect the
killers of Bangabandhu. If they
wanted to protect them they
could have created problem
while the court was gathering
evidence and examining wit-
nesses. And even BNP did not
hold any programme on Nov 8
so that the verdict might not be
hampered. And of course their
programme after the verdict
was not in the least related to it.
It is the AL who alleged that the
hartal was a reaction to the
verdict, Mahfuz Anam has
rightly questioned, "On what
evidence can it be claimed that
the BNP opposed the trial?” For
since the AL started the trial the
BNP did nothing to obstruct the
legal process. " r the last 18
months — the duration of the
trial — there was not a single
BNP action or demand that can
be construed as helping or pro-
tecting the killers." So the cur-
rent hartal must not be because
l_uf the trial but certainly because
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of the AL's aggressive and con-
frontational behaviour.

Let us find the events that
preceded the 60-hour hartal.
The BNP chalked out a plan to
hold a token "mass hunger
strike” at the Paltan Maidan.
Then why the ruling party put
on obstruction to the BNP's pro-
gramme? The AL of course gave
an answer but it was illogical.

Mahfuz Anam threw a pru-
dent question: "Why the 8th?
Did we not know that 7th Nov is
a big day for the BNP and allies,
a day they have been observing
since its birth. Whether we like
it or not is irrelevant. It is their
day and they have right to ob-
serve it in befitting manner.”
Not only the AL abolished the
public holiday on 7th Nov but
worst they as termed the day
"Army Killing Day". Could the
government not settle the day of
verdict a few days before or af-|
ter the 7th to avoid a probable
confrontation?

From a few days before the
8th the AL activists occupied
streets and on the 7th the

rotested the rally of the BNP.
en the meeting began at Pal-
tan crackers and bombs ex-
ploded. Why the activists of the
AL exploded bombs attacking
the BNP leaders including
Khaleda Zia? This was not all,
the crackers were accom ed
by tear gas shells. Some leading
newspapers published the pic-
ture of this attack. Can the rul-
ing party give a satisfactory an-
swer to it?

Mahfuz Anam's commen-
tary did not in the least give me
any smell of bias. He criticized
both the AL and the BNP. I can-
not but being bothered by A
Ahmed's harsh criticism. 1 am
sorry to say that A Ahmed's
writing didn’t seem to me con-
vincing as he did not take the
incidents that preceded the
hartal, in his consideration. He
wrote, "l must disagree with the
basic and contentious premise
of the article that the govern-
ment is to be held responsible
for the opposition's calling 60-
hour hartal.” However the ulti-
mate truth came out of the very
pen he himself writing with,
"Yes, it is possible that the AL
provoked the situation but it is
also equally possible that the
BNP engineered the crisis.”

I cannot conceive what A
Ahmed wanted to mean by say-
ing, "By trying to apportion
blame for the events of the 7th
November so soon after the
event, is The Daily Star not
treading on d us ground?”
I doubt whether it was an open
threat or a friendly pre-caution
to The Daily Star.
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