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by Mir A Zaman

EBATES on the rationale
of country-wide general

strike have been intense:

as usual and the arguments,
bota in favour and against,
have been strewn with political
cliches.

Before, during and after har-
tal hours, the government re-
peatedly accuses the opposition
parties, as thﬂi; always do, of
acting against the greater inter-
est of the country and thanks
the ple for spontaneously
foiling the heinous ploy.

The opposition riposte, on
the other d, is no less tauto-
logical. The leaders harp on the
same tune — failure of the gov-
ernment, autocratic attitude of
the ruling party leaders. op-
pression on the opposition ac-
tivists and so on. And, of
course, they thank the people
for their spontaneous support.

Ironically, the people the
political leaders, both in gov-
ernment and opposition ranks,
refer to do not include the ones
in the lower rung of the social
strata. As a resull, success or
failure of a hartal has been cor-
related to the number of auto-
mated vehicles plying the city
streets, not the number of rick-
shaws or rickshaw vans.

Attendance at the govern-
ment, semi-autonomous and
autonomous enterprises has
been taken into consideration,
completely ignoring the num-
ber of rickshaw-pullers at
work.

The end result of such an ap-
proach is, more often than not,
misrepresentation of general
indifference as spontaneous
glfnpurt or rejection to a politi-

movemendt.

Hartal is, therefore, for most
of the city-dwellers. who can af-
ford a break from the jobs they
do for living, just another vaca-
tion. For people, whe earn their
living day to day, it is just an-
other period of uncertainty.

In recent times, the rick-
shaw-pullers in the capital and
other major cities of the coun-
try have shown that they no

‘When rickshaws rule the

Clean air: Hartal suffocates, but the air smells good.

longer trust the politicians for
their well-being. [n the last edi-
tion of the country-wide hartal
on Nov 9-11, the feeling was
pronounced. At least, that is
what the number of rickshaws
plying the city streets suggested.
They showed they could no
longer rely on the political the-
ories and theatrics, -

Except a few hours in the
first morning, the city streets
were, more or less, in control of
the rickshaw-pullers. not the
political activists. Once the ini-
tial apprehension waned, they
came out in numbers and the
trickle in the early hartal
hours became a smooth {low.

The motive, although construed

by some as ‘spontaneous rejec-
tion’ to the opposition move-
ment, was simple -- they had to
earn their living.

The urge to earn a living for

themselves and their families
is compelling enough to com-
pletely ignore the tense atmo-
sphere. Fear is there and so are
the impediments — rickshaw-
pullers are regularly roughed lép
and their rickshaws damaged.
some even suffer injuries in
bomb blasts. But they take it in
their strides. After all, a day
without work for them meant a
day without food.

The roads become the realm
of rickshaws. invaded at times,
by fleeting lorries and trucks
full of either grim-faced police
personnel or activists of the
ruling party chanting their
hackneyed slogans, and ambu-
lances. Automated means ol
transport are absent. Bus,
tempo, maxi the human hauler,
auto-rickshaws and cars are
not there to make way for. It is
absolute freedom for them, no
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traffic police to tell them to
Etﬂg or proceed. no traffic lights
and even the VIP roads are no
longer off-limits. '

eople, in need of some sort
of transportation during the
hartal hours, are more than
ha p% to see the free flow of
ricﬁs aws. Their only com-
plaint is against the fare the
rickshaw-pullers demand. It is
at least two taka more than
usual per trip. It does not mat-
ter, t.l}['lﬂ;.llgh. l'f can hardly see
a rickshaw without passengers
during the hartal hours. Press-
ing needs force acceptance of
such veiled ‘extortion'.

The rickshaw-pullers, how-
ever, oppose the general view
that they are earning a lot more
than they usuaily do.

"1 have earned less than a
hundred taka. 1 usually earn
more,” said one rickshaw-

city S

treets

s t
first day of the Nov 9-11 hartal.
Low income, he said, was be-
cause almost all the offices and
market places :
They enjoyed every moment
of it. In them was a pervasive
sense of freedom. They raced

Some even squeezed some
time out of their hectic schedule
to sit back and watch young-
sters playing cricket.

Crictcthuhmmar?.nhr
feature in this edition of the

hartal, While pgn: national
cricketers were

the West Indlumﬂmm team.
in Rajshahi on Nov 9 and at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium on Nov 11, the little
Sachin Tendulkars, Brian
Laras, Mark Waughs, Saeed
Anwars, Wasim Akrams, Java-
ga.l Srinaths, Shane Warnes,
aglain Mushtags had their
own battles to win on the

streets in almost every part of

the capital. them were
a few grown-ups had little
care for the game in their teens.

A few bricks, one
upon another, made the

stumps. a bat and a ball, and
the was on. The enthusi-
astic cricketers even marked
the boundaries with pebbles —
prohibited for empty rick-
shaws. v =
Things started getting ba
to routine in the third after-
noon, well before the hartal
hours expired. Cars, buses,
maxies, tempos. auto-rick-
shaws and other automatons
came out. The spell of uneasy

silence was snapped. Hootin
and ho of buses an
trucks once again took over.
The relatively fresh air was re-
placed by a blanket of smoke
and dust.
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The accused Imtyaz Husain

A court yesterday granted
bail to 11 s0ns accused in the
1996 stock market scam cases.

The Dhaka District and Ses-
sions Judge had earlier sum-
moned 17 accused in seven
Cases.

Those who failed to appear
before the court }resterda_',rpﬂzre
asked to appear on January 5
next vear. '

The next hearing has been
fixed for January 25 and 26.

The accused who appeared
before the court are: former
DSE chairman limtiyaz Hossain

of Imtiyaz Hossain & Co, Runa
Alam of SES companies,
Rizwan Bin Farouq and MKM
Mohiuddin of First Capital Se-
curities, MG Azam Chowdhury,
M Shahidullah and. Prof Ma-
habub Ahmed of Securities
Consultants Ltd, Ahmed Igbal
Hassan of HMMS Financial
Consultancy & Services and AS
Shahidul Haq Bulbul, M Rak-
ibur Rahman (DSE chairman)
and Abu Tayeb of Chittagong
Cement Clinker, )

Those who did not appear
are: Sabet Siddique of SES

(left) and Rakibur Rahman, DSE chairmen past and present at court.
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Scamsters 1n the dock, granted bail

By Staff Correspondent

companies, Hemayet Uddin
Ahmed, Mustag Ahmed Sadek,
Sved Mahabub Hossain and
Sharif Ataur Rahman of HMMS
Financial Consultancy & Ser-
vices and Md Nurunnabi of
Rupon Oil.

Syed Rezaur Rahman, Syed
Hyder Ali and DR AKM ALI rep-
resented the prosecution while
the defence g}r Abdul Malek,
Khandaker Mahbub Hossain,
Rokunuddin Mahmud, Hassan
Arif, among others.

Three other scam cases

against Beximco Pharma.

écientists

India and Bangladesh have
begun a joint scientific study to
find out the reasons for less
lean season flow of Ganges wa-
ters than that stipulated in the
waler sharing accord.

The study by a ‘Joint Scien-
tific Team' is expected to be
completed in two years. It will
suggest ways to remove causes
of the shortfall of Ganges water.

The study was commis-
sioned following observations
E%wBaugladcsh that there was
't flow®™ and shortfall of wa-
ter during the dry
1997, a
Indo-B
was :
. A meeting of the ‘Joint Sci-
entific Team™ was held in
Dhaka on November 15 and 16
as the terms of reference
hddmt Smgnainm:aﬂier meeting

a AJ.IlagusL

A nine-member adesh
team headed by AKM S ul
Haq, Chairman of the Water
Development Board met eight
Indian officials led by S C
Chitkara, member of the Indian
Central Water Commission at
the two- meet.
mn'lht -.h;n nt glclenul‘lc Team

look into discrepancies in
figures and recommend mea-

season in
year after the 30-year
adesh water accord

Shinepukur Holdings and Doha
Securities, earlier sent to the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate’'s Court for completion of
formalities, were also sent to
the District and Sessions Judge

}resterdaf. Hearing of these
gﬁsf:s will begin on November

The High Court stayed five
other cases after they were
moved for quashment.

The capital market watch-
dog, SEC, on April 2, 1997 filed
15 cases against 42 persons on

the basis of a probe committee
report.

.

search for clues to Canges flow

By M Anwarul Haq

sures lor removing th. causes of
lesser flow of water during the
crucial lean period from March
to May. Dry season normall
ns from Janu 1 and ends
with the lean period on May 31.

The officials agreed that as
part of the scientific study they
would require to undertake
field visits at both the upper
E“d lower reaches of the

? also agreed that there
was a difference in the guanmum
of discharge of Ganges wate .
Figures on discharge of wate: t
Farakka on the Indian side .l
Hardinge point in the Bang-
ladesh side were found to be
“unreconciled or different”.

It was also felt that "special
wells" should be installed at
various points of the Ganges
river to observe the height of
water, Such wells could also
show the difference between the
level of ground water and river
walter, sources said. The Scien-
tific Team will draw on -
tise from a wealth of qua]igud
persons and study all aspects of
enginnering.

Officials of the two countries
agreed to begin immediate

:xchanﬁ:ec;vf available data after
which intend to start bi-

lateral observation of discharge
of waler.

The Joint Scientific Team
has been set UE at the pursuance
of Bangladesh, accaording to
Khalilur Rahman, Chairman of
the Joint Rivers Commission
(JRC), Bangladesh.

During the 1997 dry season
Bangladesh con its con-
cern to Indian water resources
ministry that "there was con-
tinued low flow pattern™ __
much below the agreed level
stipulated in the water treaty -
__ since March .

Later in April in the same
year, at a senior official-level
meet in Dhaka, Bangladesh
informed that the figures avail-
able from the four monitoring
sites at Farakka point, Fara-
kka feeder canal, navigation
lock’ and Hardinge bridge point
on several of the 10-da
showed “a significant drop” in
the availability of water on the
Bangladesh side. Indian
officials had said that due to
slow melting of ice on the
Himalayas, withdrawal of wa-
ter in the upper reaches and less
rainfall (that year) , water could
not be released as per the ac-
cord. -
The decision to set up a joint
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scientific team was a ted in
I)rim:lpll: at the last ministerial
evel JRC meeting held in

Dhaka in July, 1997..
A communique issued at the
end of the JRC had said

, "It was decided to undertake
joint scientific studies in ac-
cordance with the terms of ref-
erence which have been jointly
finalised by the technical teams
of the two countries.”

Bangladesh received its stip-
ulated share of Ganges water
during the last lean period from
March to May, local had
said. “Favourable weather con-
ditions"were the main main
reasons, they had said.

National water how-
ever feel that it is im t to
indentify and remove the im-
pediments in the upper reaches
of the G on tuhelu tedmm side
to ensure sti mpg
of water as per Sie per the
vear agreement to enable
Bangladesh embark on its long
term water management policy.

Check up designation of Ka-
lilur rahman. Prismatic well.

ﬂ(jold' seized

customs surveillance
team at Zia International Air-
rt seized 430 tolas of gold
rom three foreign passengers
targoycsmrda}*. reports UNB.
urces said the team cha-
llenged three Pakistani natio-
nals as they tried to get out of
the airport throu e green
channel at about 5 am and

recovered the bars worth

| about Tk 24 lakh.

Where have
the doctors
gone’

By Naimul Haq

Nine-year-old Shamim
;:ume; to [;ilaka Medical Col-
ege Hospital's e wing
in a mu]::ial condition w?rth his
private organ dressed for
wound.

His mother Nazma requests
everyone she sees in the
crowded lobby to help take her
son to the emergency
officer (EMO) but none re-

Shamim remains unat-
tended for four precious min-
utes, lying on a worn-out
stretcher while his mother anx-
iously waits for the doctor to see
his son.

It was 1:31 p.m. on Wednes-
day.
“Go inside the room (EMO's
room) and request the doctor to
come and see your son,” a hos-
pital staff advised Nazma.

She followed his advice and
then rushed to collect the ticket

for patient.

teham.i.m. who could not uri-
nate since Friday, was groaning
in pain. Earlier he was taken to

Joydevpur hospital in Kapasia,
Gazipur. Doctors there

him to DMCH saying he needed
to be operated ypon immedi-

ately.
The only on-duty EMO at
DMCH Dr Mozammel Haq at-

tended him 14 minutes after he
was brought there.

Many more critically - in-
jured patients failed to draw at-

tention of the on duty EMO
between 12:10 and 1:45 on
Wednesday. - colleague Dr

Jalil had to rush home as his
mother had died last night. Dr
Wadud who was to replace him
was away in one of the wards
saying he will be back soon,” Dr
Mozammel Haq told this corre-
spondent.

Admitting that he is unable

to cope with the rush of pa-

tients, Dr Haq said, “I cannot
attend all the patients. Some-
times, | simply sign the docu-
ments (papers for admission

into the hospital through emer-
gency to avoid trouble."
Dr M Haq added that on an

ave he had to attend four
patients a minute. With the ex-
isting facilities at the emer-
gency section "we are compelled
to do so."

When contacted, DMCH Di-
rector Col Badrul Munir said,
“When one (EMO) is absent or
needs cy leave, we de-
pute a doctor from another
ward to work in the emergency

L.

“It is true that our EMOs are
sometimes unable to cope with
the rush. But it is not our fault.

., the number of EMOs
designated for emergency de-
partment was two. The popula-
tion of the city was far less than
that now. y about one crore
people live in the city. But the
number of EMOs has not been
increased over decades.”

The director also added that
since Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
ib Medical University Hospital

E raised the charge for OPD
ti and other charges, and
since there has been no new

t hospital to provide
medicare at a rate as cheap as
DMCH, the burden on the hospi-
tal has multiplied. " Naturally
our doctors are not able to see

patients properly.”

A HUSNAIN

Living with the Genders

reality that he could not contact Miss

Object, as the verb of life was missing.
Since he was also weak in grammar, he cou
not compose the message to his der friend.
This is the communication gap in this IT age due
to the new taboo of avoiding sexual discrimina-
tion in naming humans (Mrs, Miss, Ms) and
functions (chair-person, not chairman, or chair-
woman). He was also weak in the tenses (not
nervous tension. but in grammar). When he
wanted to tell ‘her’ (more than a ] some-
thing about the future (relationship), the past
(tense) showed up at the wrong moments.

Now the NGOs have started using the strange

term ‘gender’ in their X-files to denote
women /females, and, perhaps the male of the
species. UN and foreign donor agency advertise-
ments c the sentence “Women are encour-
aged to apply”. meaning it is not a discrimina-
tion against males. That a sexual term ‘gender’
foxed him, doubly, as he had experienced the
battle of the hunter and the hunted long before
the traditional common noun had gone out of
vogue.
He went searching for a book on grammar, as
there was none in the house (no student). So he
bO\lglt a of Nesfield's grammar; the book
he had hated during the school years decades
ago. He had lost confidence in his current
knowledge and usage of English: and had no
idea which was the chapter on ‘Gender in the
Bangla Grammar book, which he borrowed for a
while in another’'s drawing room.

He was shy (and sly) to consult his wife on
the r issue, as she rarely conferred upon
him the benefit of the doubt. So he sought the
assistance of an NGO (Non-Grammar Otlicial?)
worker. It dawned u him that the govern-
ment was deeply moved (or did not move) by this
modern, wonder ‘gender issue,” but was
nonetheless had earmarked hundred crore taka
on several hundred gender projects to place offi-
cial emphasis on the ‘em rment’” of our
womern; poor financially, but rich in the gender
E“l&liﬂfﬁ, as God had originally designed her in
the traditional mould of being complementary to
mern.

This word sent him back to the dictionary. He
could not connect the meaning in the old dictio-
nary. So he went to his litterateur’ friend. He
was advised that "Gender® and 'empowerment’
were the new words of modern western democ-
ratic powers to impress upon the ‘modern’ poor
countries about the ‘human rights' of the
‘human resources’ (the economic rights were

MH Subject was bemoaning the virtual

" I could smoke her”. "Are you thinking of the quiE

subject to delay, it was officially hinted). Also the
nﬂtfihgrmpﬂhadtnb:assu . The NGOs
found it easier to squeeze the donor ies
with these grey words used by the new genera-
tion. The illiterate majority in the underdevel-
oped countries were mysteriously impressed
that was ha to them or to
their status as there were many visitors in the
villages photographing the empowered gender,
whatever it was.

¥ _.ch decade ts new words, [ashions,
fads, fancies and styles. The fashion desig-ners
made millions of dollars by raising on lowering
the hem of the skirt a couple of inches each year,
transf power from the brain to the lower
levels (one gender only, mercifully). The power in
the middle (of the mothering babies who swayed
the cradle of civilization) was not agpreciated.

The other day | asked an NGO gender (lady)
exec why her wrists and throat were bare of
ornament (women are more practical than men,
and work harder, and are certainly not orna-
ments). She gave me a severe look and dis-
missed me as an old fossil. Why, | continued to
tease her, had God made man and women dif-
ferently when the mortal gender of the em -
ered species did not want it that way, and the

be was witnessing the battle of the genders in

Il public view.

The fingers of the two hands, when interlaced
together, fit in a complementary way, the fingers
of one hand going between the fingers of the
other. In a bantering tone | suggested that her
got herself transferred from the admin section in
her office to the R&D section, where she would
be dissecting only the neutral gender of pots and
pans or handicraft. To deal with the common
gender, she has to become a street politician
(politician empowering the streets). [ do not
know why, lately. she has been avoiding me. 1
have since been careful not to broach the gender
issue with this charming lady.

A smoker friend (an endangered species) sud-
denly got a brilliant idea. He was keen to start an
activists movement to charnge the gender of cig-
arettes from 'it’ to ‘her’. “Why?", I asked. “So that

by Oscar wild ‘life is a cigarette beginning wit
fire, and ending with asheg;? i

| asked my political advisor whether the
country had a political gender problem. He
thought it wise not to cornmit himself, as any
change of floor would confront him with a leader
of the same gender. But he hinted that there
could be an empowerment problem.

'Petrobangla in slow-go

over PSC monitoring

Petrobangla is going slow
over strengthening the Produc-
tion Sharing Contract (PSC)
monitoring although it is aware
of the negative consequences of
the poor monitoring system
now, sources said.

Besides, the government has
not yet made any economic
analysis of the existing PSCs
and their corresponding Gas
Purchase Sales Aﬁr:emcnta
(GPSA] to calculate how Bang-
ladesh would gain from the
PSCs.

While the foreign companies
are exploring oil and gas, the
government does not have any

lan on tapping those. When
gangu started supplying gas to
the national grid, Petrobangla
did not have any plan to use it.

gas is also much costlier
than that of Petrobangla.

"As a result, there is a lot of
confusion in the government
regarding use of the new gas
finds. As the gas supplied under
PSCs are costlier than that lo-
r:all¥l produced, some quarters
in the government suggcst gas

rt as a solution,” said an
ofticial. "some ple just for-
got why we have invited foreign
companies to invest in the en-

ergy sector.”
Poor PSC monitoring in the
t had caused a lot of trouble,

ut the authorities seem to have
taken no lesson from that, the
sources pointed out.

Weak monitoring was re-
sponsible for the Scimitar scam
in the late 80s in the Surma
basin. Such monitoring was
partly blamed for the June 1997

losion at M hhara gas-
field where US company Occi-
dental was conducting cxgln-
ration. The same year, Pet-
robangla came to know that
British company Cairn had
silently incre its approved
budget for Sangu gasfield. -

at

It was found recently
Rexwood-Okland which as a
joint venture had signed a PSC
with the government in Jan-
uary 1997 did not reveal vital
information to Petrobangla
about its ownership for long.

Rexwood-Okland had mer-

into Okland only and the
S company has secretly
an agreement with Irish oil

By Sharier Khan

curgfan}r Tullow oil for “tech-
nical partnership” in blocks 17
and 18. But Petrobangla is yet
to take any action.

Sources said although the
Tullow chief claimed that Tul-
low signed a technical ner-
ship deal with Okland, the Irish
Eﬂl’ﬂpﬂl’l& was actually provid-
ing all the operational costs of
Okland in Bangladesh. Ok-
land's financial condition was
not good mark while Tullow
was involved in too many oper-
ations in the sub-continent.

Cairn was also asked to ex-
plain couple of months ago why

it did not inform the govern-
ment about its partn p with
Shell in blocks 15 and 16.

The British company was
also blamed for using an inap--
propriate rig in dril an ex-
ploratory well in Sonadia
where it had to abandon dri-
lling due to unexpected high
pressure. However, sources said
that Petrobangla should have
had intervened earlier and
avoided the negative develop-
ments in Sonadia.

The problem of Pn-ur PSC
monitoring worsened this year
with the departure of Petro-
bangla officials from the
monitoring wing -- Petroleum
Concessions Division (PCD). To
overcome the manpower crisis
in PCD, Petrobangla deputed a
number of officials from
BAPEX. But the shortage of ex-
perts is still there.

Petrobangla had floated a
tender to hire foreign consul-
tants to assist the D in its
monito activities. But due
to the to criterion put by it,
none of the bidders qualified.

a is yet to decide on
this issue. :

The Second Round Block
Bid would allow PSCs on
eight to 10 more blocks in the
next three r:am sources said.

"Even if the t re-
cruits new people and hires so-
called foreign consultants right
now, one can not expect Euﬂ
Ministry or t -
ciently monitor so many for-
;iﬂ companies by that time,”

a Petro official.
The concept of PSC is rela-

tively a new one in the world. In
Bangladesh, the first PSCs were
signed in 1974 but those did not
yield desired results.

Another PSC was signed in
late 80s with a dubious foreign
company SCIMITAR to explore
and develop the so-called
Haripur oil field. This one
ended up in an international
litigation in which Bangladesh
won by proving that Scimitar
was involve in fprgin
Petrobangla’s documernts to se
a Bangladeshi block 1o an
American company.

According to the final report
of Public Enquiry Commission
on Haripur Petroleum Agree-
ment, headed by Dr Kamal Hos-
sain, the Scimitar case is the
prime example of corruption
through PSC. The report identi-
fied a number of business and
political leaders linked with
Scimitar.

An effective PSC was signed
between Bangladesh and Cairn
in 1994. Two PSCs with Occi-
dental followed it the following
year. In late 1996, two more
PSCs were signed with US com-

anies UMC and Rexwood Ok-

d.

Sources inted out that
Rexwood Okland signed PSCs

without submitting proper doc-
uments. It also went for techni-
cal partnership with Tullow Oil
late last year without inform-
ing Petrobangla as per PS5SC
terms.

In June 1997, Occidental’s
operation in Magurchhara
ended up in an explosion due to
negligence of both the American
company and Petrobangla
which is a partner and regulat-
ing authority for all oil com-
panies as per PSC terms.

In late 1997, Petrobangla
detected a huge budget hike by

Caim for develo t.
This, again, could take be-
cause of Petrobangla's inability

to check such activities of for-
com es in time. A se-
ries of other anomalies have
been detected in other activities
of Cairn, which tends to ma-
nipulate project costs taking
advantage of Petrobangla's
weakness, sources said.

Police accused of murder

Arab Ali's father, a care-
taker of the Prime Minister's
Secretariat, has accused Tej-
gaon police of torturing his son
to death, DMCH sources quoting
him erday as saying.

i, 14, a student of class
:Iq_lht of Tejkunipara High
School in the city, was admitted
to Dhaka Medical College Hos-

Plta] where he succum to
njuries Wednesday night.
Earlier, police said Ali and

two of his accomplices were
beaten by a mob while they
tried to flee after snatching a
gold chain of a rickshaw pas-

By Staff Correspondent

senger at Monipuri Para on

mcadag“
An FIR in this regard was
lodged with Tejgaon thana on

Tuesday.
Hiron Khan, Ali's father,
talking to medical correspon-

dents while collecting his son’s
body from DMCH morgue yes-
terday denied the allegations
made by police and alleged that
brutality of police resulted in
the death of his son.

*I gave Tk 200 to Ali Tuesday
at around 11 am and asked him
to buy some household
from the nearby Kalmilata gro-

cery market.”

“Ali left home but he did not
return. Manju, a grocer of the
market, informed me at around
2:30 pm that police had picked
up Ali," Khan said

The boy was tortured merci-
lessly by the police and later
taken to the DMCH. he claimed.

When contacted last night,
the DC (west ) of Dhaka Metro-
politan Police denied the
allegations of the boy's father.
He stuck to the version given
Eltiher by police regarding Ali's



