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Powerless Port

The power crisis that has gradually taken a
stranglehold on the country over the past several
years, is showing few signs of abating. The coun-
try's power generation capacity has not improved
much, despite the recent addition of 100mw to the
national grid from the Khulna Power Company.
However, the problem in Chittagong appears to be
getting from bad to worse. Latest reports from the
port city suggest that loadshedding in the area has

reached 40mw per day, as a number of power plants
serving the region are suffering malfunctions of

various sorts. While this would be perfectly in
keeping with the standard of inefficiency set by the
Power Development Board (PDB) all over the coun-
try, Chittagong's case does carry some added wor-

ries.

Chittagong is a special area and successive gov-
ernments have pledged to give the city special
treatment. The reason for these pledges is the piv-
otal role Chittagong is expected to play in the in-
dustrialisation process. Chittagong does not only
contain the major seaport of Bangladesh, it is also
the second-largest industrial zone after Dhaka and
its surrounding districts. The city is supposed to be
the “commercial capital” of Bangladesh, which
may not mean much in the way of actual economic
activity, but it is nonetheless a commitment by
which every government swears. Given such im-
portance of the city, how is it that Chittagong
should suffer from such chronic power shortages?

One argument may be that Chittagong has to
share the burden of power shortages along with
other parts of the country. This is fair enough. But
given Chittagong’'s central position in the coun-
try’s trade, commerce and industry, it would also
be fair to suggest the port city be provided with ad-
equate power supply even during bad times. But
then the larger question of why the country should
be forced to bear the burden of power shortage in
the first place, should be answered. The country
can no longer afford to pay the cost of the PDB'’s in-
efficiency and corruption. It really is time the gov-
ernment showed some teeth in dealing with the
vested interest lobby within PDB, and accelerated
the process of privatisation in the power sector.

Task Before New Governor

e greet Dr Mohammad Farashuddin on his as-
sumption of office as Governor, Bangladesh Bank,
a job to which he brings the insights of an

economist besides those of an administrator. That

done, we would like to share our crystallised views
with him on what we consider to be his Fressing
agenda as the central bank's helmsman. Of course,
he has to get his equations right and working with
the Finance Ministry and the Bretton-Woods insti-
tutions of IMF and World Bank to see a profession-
ally-dictated monetary policy at play from time to
time.

Setting that aside for the time being, we owe him
a professional duty to point out that he has his job
cut out in three particular areas at this juncture;
pursue big loan default cases to their hilt and show
results on them; help restore administrative and
financial discipline in a banking sector gone com-
pletely haywire over time; and stem trade union-
ism rot in the central bank to regain an authority
over its internal decision-making process. Only
that way Bangladesh Bank can play its due role in
its field of competence.

Although banking reform and financial ac-
countability are intertwined, the latter cannot be a
matter of deferred attention insofar as the recov-
ery of outstanding bank loans goes. The four-
member investigating team of the Finance Min-
istry has lately found out that only 92 big loan de-
faulters have expropriated a whopping Tk 3000
crore from four Nationalised Commercial Banks
of the country.

If as proteges of ruling parties they did so with
impunity in the NCBs, it is the directors of private
banks on the other hand who had siphoned off big
money from their own institutions giving a hell to
the depositors. The closely competing statistics
speak for themselves: public sector banks' default
figure is 32 per cent while that of the private sector
stands at 39 per cent. By contrast, foreign private
banks have eight per cent default.

What is of central importance is that the bank-
ing sector's hands are so tied with arrear loans
amounting to Tk 15,000 crores that it is not in a
position to lend money to genuine entrepreneurs at
low interest rates, which is hurting the economy
badly.

Mr Lutfur Rahman, the former Governor,
Bangladesh Bank had boldly and energetically
pursued the big loan defaulters during his tenure.
He has left enough material for Dr Farashuddin to
pick up the threads from and bring a speedy and
satisfactory conclusion to that test-case of an ac-
countability exercise.

How Eco-friendly is Govt

Nothing belies the myth of governance more
than the open sale of wintering Siberian birds on
the busiest roads of Dhaka. This has been
continuing for so many years that for many the
touting and vending of these birds on the best
exposed joints of the capital city herald the winter.
This is illegal and the offence is punishable. If
catching, selling and killing the guest birds is a
crime, the eating cannot be otherwise. Smoking
injures health but is not a crime barring on
specified spaces. You can indulge in smoking both
at your pleasure as at your own peril. But even in
your privacy of home, a dish of any of these birds,
is a cooked recipe of crime. We have been lecturin
on the government about this piece of ineffectua
governance at every advent of winter over many
{;iars. And to absolutely no effect. Now we would

e to address the eaters of these birds too.

The guest birds fetch a high price. The eaters of
these are as such people of high social and eco-
nomic profile — not quite indigent ignoramuses.
They know they are ﬁ:etﬂng in crime and them-
selves are committing crime. Still they care not.
This can happen only in a highly criminalised so-

ciety. Althnuﬁh there hasn't been many vendors
facing police harassment, that task is hard to suc-
ceed. The r vendors can always shift to newer
markets. Most effective will be nabbing some high
and mighty ones redhanded with the birds. This
can easily

done with a little h;lip from the CID.
Eating may not be strictly illegal. But killing is
and possession of these, like narcotic drugs, is, of
course, punishable by law.

If the government does not take the small trou-
ble of either catc the black smoking cars or the

Fuest bird vendors it can hardly be called eco-
riendly.

—

NE striking feature of
Oeltttinns. mini or major,

is the increasing use of the
Border Security Force and the
Central Reserve Police. The
Election Commissions at New
Delhi and state capitals have
found the force from the two
more independent and’ more
dependable. It stands out in
comparison because the local
police have been reduced to an
instrument, which the ruling
party uses to harass or harm
the opponents and critics.

Had the efforts made from
time to time to reform the police
been given a chance the nexus
between politicians and the
police — the bane of Indian

olity — would have been di-
ﬁue if not de-linked. The Na-
tional Police Commissio:

(NPC) was one such attempt b
the Janata government in 1977.
It knew about the excesses the
police had committed during
the emergency [1975-77) and it
wanted to know how to improve
the police.

By the time the NPC submit-
ted a three-voluie report in
1980, Indira Gandhi had re-
turned to power. She could not
admit the brutal role of police
at the behest of her son, Sanjay
Gandhi, and his coterie. VP
Singh retrieved the report in
1990 from the shelves of the
Home Ministry but he was
ousted before he could do any-
thing. His successor, Y
Narasimha Rao was the
Congress Prime Minister. His
helplessness was understand-
able.

It was Janata Dal Home
Minister Inderjit Gupta, who
revived the report and grew the
attention of states to the prob-
lem of political interference.

Protectors Cannot be Predators

" Police cannot kill anyone without }vaing his crime in the court. False munten?y_the dozen in UP are not
defensible because the police have no powers to punish on its own. This has, in fact, brutalised the force. The
police are important for the society but its capacity to do good is as much as its capacity to do harm.

But his tenure was too short,
Home Minister L K Advani had
no choice. He had to got the re-
port processed because the
Supreme Court had directed
government to do so following a
writ petition by two retired po-
lice officials.

The committee, which Ad-
vani constituted under the
chairmanship of JP Ribeiro,
former Director General of Po-
lice of Maharashtra and Pun-
jab, to examine the NPC rec-
ommendations, has submitted
its findings. They have been
lying with the Home Ministry
or more than a month now.
One only hopes, that the find-
ings will not accumulate dust as
the original report did for 20
years.

The main thrust of the
Ribeiro committee is on the
strengthening of thana (police
station), the lower rung in the
police set-up. It has strongly
urged upon government to let
the thana function indepen-
dently. At present, it is bufieted
br the winds of pressure from
all sides and it can hardly do its
primary task, either investiga-
tive or preventive.

State chief ministers, par-
ticularly those of UP. Bihar and
Orissa, are known for their
penchant to give orders directly
to the thana, without even the
knowledge ol the state direcior
%{ﬁﬂf‘l’ﬂl ol police. They appoint

eir trusted men to such
thanas as they are accustomed
to use them lor their personal
and political ends.

E air in Rome is rife with
words. In the same breath
we are hearing terms such

as ‘extradition’ and 'political
asylum’; ‘Kurdish needs’ and
‘Turkish demands’; “bloodthi-
rsty terrorist’ and ‘guerilla
hero’; 'human rights abuse’ and
‘right of self determination’, It's
a Pandora's box of political
ideas and all of these are teems-
ing around since the Kurdish
leader Abdullah Ocalan’s arrest
and subsequent release in
Rome.

Last week. the sircets of
Rome were ringing with the
cries of "We love you Ocalan, We
will die for you”, shouted pas-
sionately by the charismatic
Kurdish leader’'s followers who
congregated here from across
Europe demanding his release.
It was clear that to the diaspora
of Turkish Kurds in Europe , the
man called a ‘bloody murderer
in Turkey, is a hero and an idol.
Called 'Apo’. the fiery eyed and
hulking 49 year old leader of
the separatist Kurdistan work-
ers party (PKK) has waged a 14-
year war for the creation of an
independent "Kurdish state in
south-east Turkey incorporat-
ing Kurds from Turlggr. Syria,
Iran and Iraq. The PKK enjoyed
widespread popular support in
its initial stages, which has
since dwindled along with its
strength and influence, mainly
due to Turkish army offensives.

The Kurdish leader was ar-
rested Nov 12 as he entered
Rome seeking asylum. But later,
a Rome Court of Appeals over-
turned the arrest warrant and
freed the most wanted man on
the Turkish list of criminals,
giving him 40 days asylum until

A Kurdled Is 5_1_16:

The Ribeiro comnmittee has,
however, conceded that it is not
politically feasible to appoint
the state security commission,
which the NPC had recom-
mended to entrust the control
over the police cadre to a com-
mittee, consisting of the chief
minister, the opposition leader
and a few others. But the com-
mittee has proposed the forma-
tion of a board to supervise
transfers. Indeed, the transfer
is one weapon, which comes in
handy to chief ministers to
punish independent hands in
the force. In most states, the
three-year tenure of the district

all the persuasion — and
pressure — to make the states
change their attitude so as tc
make police accountable to the
law of the land.

Even if this report were im-
plemented it would have left
several fields uncovered. They
are post NPC developments.
Militancy is one and commu-
nalisation of the force is an-
other. Take militancy first. It
has spread in one shape or the
other all over the country.
Whether the origin is politics or
crime, the police have only one
way to deal with it: su ion.
This has naturally alienated

BETWEEN

THE LINES _

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

superintendent of police does
not go beyond one year because
of political pressure or the cinef
minister's whims.

One has a nagging feeling
that the Ribeiro committee's
findings will go the NPC report
way. Used to handling the police
for political purposes, the states
may not agree to give up the
power they have usurped over
the years. Even the proposed act
to replace the existing police act
of 1861 may not find acceptance
because it seeks to limit the
scope of political interference
and wvarious nefarious
activities. The centre will need

ople as it has happened in
shmir and the Northeast.
Maintaining law and order is of
great importance but what
about the excesses? There has to
be a system, which can ensure
that the police are accountable
to the society and that their
urpose is legal rather than po-
itical.

It does not mean that mili-
tants should not be dealt with
firmly. When they take law and
order into their own hands,
they have to be punished. How-
ever loud they may be in their
protest against violation of
human rights, the murder of the

innocent, who too enjoy human
rights, cannot be condoned in
any situation. Militants tend to
become vengeful.

The recent case is that of
Tara Si Hare, a newspa
editor, who has been murdered
in Vancouver, Canada. He is a
victim to militants' over
his unrelenting fight against
the pro-Khalistan elements.
They attempted to kill him a
few years ago. But he survived,
although he remained confined
to a wheel chair. How can this
type of militancy be justified? A
few days before his death. he
told me on the phone (I was in
Toronto) that he would win the
gurdwara elections in Canada
and constitute an independent
Shiromoni Gudware Praband-
hak Committee so as to set off
its connection with the SGPC at
Amritsar. It is not surprising
that neither SGPC chairman
Gurcharan Singh Tohra ner
Akal Takht chief priest Ranijit
Singh has condemned the das-
tardly killing. Many murders of
this type were committed in
Punjab during the days of mili-
tancy. The police were equally
involved. One hopes that the
unofficial People's Commission
under Justice Twitia will bring
out the truth.

No doubt, militants exploit
human rights organisations be-
cause they point out the ex-
cesses. Still police cannot kill
anyone without proving his
crime in the court. False en-
counters by the dozen in UP are
not defensible because the po-

Ocalan vs

lice have no powers to punish
on its own. ‘Fﬁis has, in fact,
brutalised the force. The police
are important for the society
but its capacity to do good is as
much as its capacity to do
harm.

Communalisation of police
has over the years be-
cause no action has been taken
against those who have com-
mitted crime against the mi-
norities. This happened in
Delhi against the Sikhs and in
Jamshedpur, Meerut. Bhagal
and Mumbai against the
Muslims. Neither the NPC nor
the Ribeiro committee has
found an answer to this chal-
lenge. A mixed force may pro-
vide some remedy. But the force
on the whole has to be above
parochialismm. How can protec-
lors be predators?

One of the recent intelligence
reports assesses the situation
correctly. Tensions arising out
of political extremism, com-
munal and caste antagonism
and religious, ethnic and ln-
guistic factors add to the burden
on the law and order machin-
ery. The terrorist violence be-
comes more vicious as the mili-
tants increasingly take to tar-

eted attacks on the security
orces especially in J and K. In
Andhra Pradesh, the Left wing
extremists likewise have be-
come more daring in resorting
to landmine attacks and am-
bush against the armed police.
Such assessments should con-
vince the government more
than before that the mere law
and order approach will not do.
Solutions to the problems are
Eolitit:a!. In any case, the police

ave to serve the law, not parti-
san or punitive politics.

Europe

Yea;m.! has been called the year of dialogue

and EU needs to take an active role in bringing Turkey and

also Iran to the negotiation table with the Kurds. The Lausanne Treaty of 24 July 1923, signed by mqjor

European powers denied Kurds the right
fulfil its moral obligation and put an end to

an awaited German request for
extradition which may not
materialize Ankara, stung b
Italy’'s refusal to comply with
its request for handing over its
most hated enemy of state, has
spat recriminatory words in the
direction of the Italian author-
ities, creating a diplomatic and
economic impasse.

All of this week, we have
been barraged with other words
and statements from all fronts:
passionate appeal from Ocalan
in a newspaper pleading,” Italy
do not betray me!"; defensive
words from Germany refusi
extradition fearing reprisa
from its substantial Kurdish
and Turkish population;
diplomatic but emﬂty words
from the Pope’s spokesman in
response to an appeal by Ocalan
to the Papa; hot words ex:
changed between Turkey and
Italy; soothing but non-com-
mittal words from the Euro-
pean Commission to Italy; nosy

words by the US and finally
strong 'words from D’Alema

who at last spoke about the one
word that is most relevant in
this row: Dialogue. This was to
reinforce the new position of
Ocalan who made a public
statement renouncing his for-
mer acts of terrorism and his
desire for seeking a political so-
lution to his cause. In the Ital-
ian daily La Repubblica he was
quoted as saying: "l ask Italy to
mediate between us and Turkey

to their own state. Perhaps now it is time for Europe to

for a political solution to the
Kurdish issue. We are ready for
dialogue with Turkey, Europe
and US. We have abandoned
terrorismn and are ready for an
accord of peace.”

He aiso ordered the almost
10,000 of his followers to go
back to their jobs and homes all
over Europe and to conduct
themselves in a law abiding
manner, to which his followers
responded with obedience. But
Ankara has as always, rejected

also brutal repression, torture,
assassination of opponents, il-
legal imprisonment and all
other forms used to stifle [ree-
dom.” One wants to applaud
this kind of plain speaking in
an European leader where oth-
ers have kept a wary silence
knowing well that the radical-
ization of the Kurdish struggle
in Turkey lies in the 75 years of
repression and genocide policy
ol the Turkish state deprivin

Kurds of their language and cul-

POSISCRIPT

Neeman A Sobhan

any talks with Ocalan even if
PKK lays down its arms. The
other day, The -Corriere della
Sera published a letter by Pre-
mier D'Alema whose  contents
read: "It is a pity that the Turk-
ish authority have not yet
taken this nlppﬂﬂunity to find a
peaceful solution to this long
and bloody conflict following
the examples of N Ireland and
the Basque countries.” He also
warned the Turks about human
rights abuse on their part: "It is
not only PKK terrorism which
Is tearing apart the Turkish
state, but also the systematic
violation of human rights by
the Turkish security forces.
Europe fights terrorism. but

ture, Most European countries
like Germany and Auaslria and
the Lo as well, are fully aware
of the extent ol the human
rights violation agaimst the
Kurds. And they also realize
that the only solution to this
dilemma can be in bringin
Turkey and the Kurds behin
the negotiation table. Ocalan
has for the last 6 years asked
Turkey to agree to talk. Failing
this one more time will bring
more and more refugees to Eu-
rope and help violence and ter-
rorism to flourish among the
Kurds.

Year 2001 has been called
the year of dialogue and EU
needs to take a n active role in

" cussing the issue o
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Traffic control in

the city

Sir, We are happy to see that
the traffic in some areas of the
city has been brought under
control, jointly by the traffic
police, army and navy person-
nel. This was a long outstand-
ing issue which has n solved
at least in some points of the
city.

An excellent example has
been set in some areas like —
Mohakhali, Banani, Kemal
Atarurk Ave. and some parts of
Baridhara area. We are surpris-
ingly charmed and very happy
to see the Gulshan-2 circle area
so clean and trouble-free.
Whereas, few weeks ago, there

“used to be hundreds of rick-

shaws and baby-taxis moving
around the streets haphazardly
blocking the whole area and
creating a mess. But now the
whole area is clean and the traf-
fic can move so easily because
of the restrictions introduced
by the army police and the traf-
fic police.

Now we would like to bring
to your kind notice the traffic
situation in the school area,
Road No 27 (old), Dhanmondi
Residential Area, Dhaka, dur-
ing the peak hours (between
8am to 9 am and from 12:30 pm
to 2:00 pm). The traffic is unbe-

lievably chaotic during the
hours mentioned above. People
who regularly drop their kids to
schools in that area, face the
most frustrating traffic jams on
a lar basis for hours.

e reasons due to which the
traffic jam occurs have are :
right turns, U-turns and scat-
tered vehicle movement. This
constant problem need to be
solved immediately.

Wes t to nfu‘ a divider all
the way from Mirpur road to
Satmasjid Road. So that all mo-
torised and non-motorised ve-
hicles can move one-way on
both sides. If this does not per-
'mit, then timing must be fixed
to make the whole of Road 27,
one-way during the peak hours
(8 am to 9 am and again 12:30

m to 2:00 pm) either starting
rom Mirpur Road side towards
Satmasjid Road (east to west] or
from the Satmasjid Road to
Mirpur Road (west to east),
whichever is found appropriate
by the authorities concerned.

Qazi H Hafiz
Dhakan

Gas and petrol price
Sir, Now that we have dis-
covered huge reserves of gas in
our country and have also
started extracting it, its price
ironically has increased, in-
stead of decreasing. Does that
mean that before, with less gas
sup{s}ly we were better off? What
kind of economics works in our
country? It defies all rules of
Economics! For according to it
when the supply increases the
price goes down, demand re-
maining constant. That is sup-
ply an i.‘ll'h:‘l.: are inversely pro-
rtional to each other. But in
angladesh economy all the
great economists have been
proven wrong! | think we need
to write our own Economics
books!

The reason given behind the
increase in price is to bring it to
the international level as de-
manded by the donor agencies
(so the papers say). Don't the
donors know that our people
are one of the poorest in the
world and that is why we need
donors and their donations?
Certainly not their advice to
break the back of already poor
people. Why don't they give a
positive advice to the govern-
ment to bring the salary of ev-
erybody in this country to the
international level first? Then
only they can pay the gas and
petrol bills at international
price, not before that. Why this
unfairness to the citizens of
this country whose per capita
income is one of the lowest in
the world? They can barely
make their ends meet, already.
~ The price of petrol was al-
most doubled for some reason
or other. But when the Interna-
tional price came down ours

never did. Why? If you want to
keep up with the international
price, do so both ways. Not just
one way, to get as much out of
the public as possible! Do other
states also subject their subjects
to such unfairness? We'd like to
Know.

The iJI"lCE of electricity
should also go down now, as
should the price of all the in-
dustrial products which use gas
for energy. Since we have the
second largest gas reserves in
the world, we soon should be
heading towards prosperity and
development. Instead we get a
EUEh ackwards by the price

ike of almost everything start-
ing with the gas itselfl Will an
economist explain that please?
For we find ourselves abso-
lutely in the dark regarding
what's going on around us in the
Emrket or rather the free mar-
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Dr sau, —u Q) Rashid
Dhaka,
Voter's ID card

Sir. We are very glad to see

. the news item in the DS titled

"EC resumes issuing voter's ID
card Nov 22" on 19/11/98. But
we apprehend that some per-
sons may destroy its operations
due to the following reasons:

1) The metropolitan cities
have not been properly surveyed
and taken proper list with
names of everybody by the
respective authorities. Because,
on due date I did not find the
person concerned from the EC
at his room to submit my appli-
cation forms like others.

2) Dhaka, Chittagong, Ra-
jshahi, Khulna, Barisal and
Sylhet divisional headquarters
should be ensured for voter ID
cards. Because, ID cards serve

many purposes.

SlyIF the EC can issue ID cards
of divisional headquarters, we
may ensure fair election in the
country without a caretaker
government.

M Ali
Dhaka

Time in the JS

Sir, We have heard that it
costs Taka 16000 per minute
during the JS session time
which is a lot for a poor country
like ours. If every minute has
been utilized for the welfare of
the country, then it would have
been worthwhile — but we have
seen that most of the time pass

by hurling abusive words to

each other by the rulin% party
and the opposition blaming
each other, some times opposi-
tion stage 'walk out' and suimc
other times opposition "boycott'
the parliamentary session
complaining that they are not
allowed to speak in many in-
stances. But they have been
elected by the people and as
their representatives to speak
on their behalf.

1 heard about an amusing
incident concerning Parlia-
ment Session. The students
of a school in Dhaka were in-
vited to attend one of the ses-
sions. One small boy was reluc-
tant to go, his mother coaxed
him that he must not miss this
opportunity as he might not get
another chance and he will
learn many things from the
learned persons.

So he complied and went — .

but a very disappointed boy re-
turned and annoyingly said to
his mother, "Why did you send
me, what could I learn except
quarrelling, which they were
doing all the time."

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabarl
Chittagong

Save our haors from
chemical aggression

Sir, Once Hakaluki haor was
full of fishes. Hundreds of cows
used to graze here. Guest birds
from Siberia were happy to
have enough snails. Hijal roots
were a|:1bpmpria!f: places for
shrimp breeding and the roots
ﬁvﬂ shelter to the fingerlings,

1ey could grow. Trees and wa-
ter created fantastic habitat for
the birds.

Those old golden days are
gone. Fertilizer, pesticides,
weedicides and fungicides from
the tea gardens in the vicinity,
massive use of chemical fertil-
izer and pesticides in HYV agri-
culture, garbages from the
Fenchugonj fertilizer factory,
paper mill across the border
etc., are flowing down to the
haor, killing the fish and de-
stroying their breeding ground.
River water gives bad smell and
fishes are not of normal taste.
Now the haor is fish free. Cur-
rent jals/kapar jals are being
used to collect small fingerlings
by the reckless,

Mohammad Zakria
Dhaka

75 years of oppression of the Kurdish people.

bringing Turkey and also Iran
to the negotiation table with the
Kurds. The Lausanne Treaty of
24 July 1923, signed by major
European powers denied Kurds
the right to their own state.
Perhaps now it is time for Eu-
rope to fulfil its moral obliga-
tion and put an end to 75 years
of oppression of the Kurdish

ple. Numbering over 26 mil-
ion, the Kurds are one of the
largest nations in the world
without a state. According to
them their homeland lies in
Turkey, Iraq, Iran, with
smaller parts in Syria, Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan. About 13
million Kurds live in Turkey
where they comprise 20 per cent
of the Fupulatiﬂn. Until re-
cently they were forbidden to
learn, write or publicly speak

Kurdish under Turkish laws.

Even today anyone dis-
Kurdish
identity is accused of support-
ing PKK and faces imprison-
ment under anti-terrorist laws.
The south-east of Turkey, where
many Kurds live, has for long
been a region at war. In the last
13 years. the death toll has been
over 25.000, with over 3,00 vil-

lages destroyed by the Turkish
mi “'.EII?, creating over 3 mil-
lion retugees. The Turkish gov-
ernment lays the blame for this
squarely at Ocalan’s door. But
there are many related issues
that need to be sorted, issues
that touch on basic human
rights and the need for justice
on both sides which can only be
solved at a negotiation table,

Anti-terrorism laws need to
be rescinded, as do laws pro-
hibiting the free use of lan-
guage. The government should
compensate displaced villagers,
and Kurdish political parties
which honour the territorial
integrity of Turkey should be
allowed to participate in the
political life of the country.
PKK soldiers need to be granted
amnesty. Perhaps with this
kind of pre-conditions,
Ocalan’'s declaration of cease-
fire and halt to terrorism could
be transformed into a useful
and long-term peace prospect
that Turkey's ?ﬂlitica leaders
and not its military should be
persuaded to accept by an inter-
national forum led by Italy.

[t would also be an opportu-
nity for Turkey to convince its
European friends that its objec-
tive to join the EU can be sup-
ported. And this it can only do
oy demonstrating a genuine ef-
fort to address the Kurdish issue
politically, and with benevo-
ence not violence.

Recallin ¢ Mohan Mian

by Nabil Wadi

EATH is not the end for

people like Yousuf Ali

Chowdhury, popularly
known as Mohan Mian. He is
still rernembered and revered,
especially by the people of
Faridpur, 27 years alter his
death for his contribution to
the cause of the down-trodden.
Cn this day in 1971, as the
country eagerlﬁ awaited in-
dependence, Mohan Mia passed
away. A massive heart attack
silenced a man who lived his
life for others.

Born in 1905 in the zamin-
dar family of Khan Saheb
Moyejuddin Biswas, Mohan
Mia had to give up his studies at
IThsan High School when he was
18. He had no other choice but
to run the zamindari even at
that young age. It was because
his father died in 1923 and his
elder brother Lal Mian was busy
with Congress politics.

Mohan Mian was not a za-
mindar like many others that
one comes across while digging
history — he was different,
rather opposed to every aspect
of the system. "The sooner this
bloody system goes, the better.,"
he told the law-makers who
were debating whether the sys-
tem should stay with the Mus-
lim League in power.

Although the subcontinent
was divided to ward off appre-
hension of any subjugation, yet
the then government drifted
away, proving those pro-
nouncement a rhetoric. Mohan
Mia protested against all the in-
justices inflicted upon the peo-
ple of the then East Pakistan by
the rulers of the West.

His political talent was quite
considerable if one takes cue
from Moulana Akram Khan's
comment during the Pakistan
Movement: "If there were 28
Mohan Mians in 28 districts,
we would have reached our goal
much before.”" Formerly a Mus-
lim Leaguer and an activist in
Pakistan Movemant for histor-
ical reasons, Mohan Mian was
first dismayed and then in 1952
could not ideologically agree
with the Muslim League high-
command on the point of state
language. He also wanted
EanELa to be the language for
the Bengalees.

In 1953, he joined Sher-e-
Bangla A K Fazlul Haque's Kr-
ishak-Sramik Party and be-
came a Jukto Front member of
the then National Assembly. In
regard to his political spin, Pro-
fessor Humayun Kabir, a cele-
brated educationist and littera-
teur of Asia, and a former In-
dian Cabinet Minister is quoted
as saying: "In the political
arena, Mohan Mian is a practi-
cal student of reality as his
methods are scientific and ex-
perimental.”

For example, although he
played a leading role in framing
the 1956 Constitution, Pak-
istan's first, yet he was the only
MNA who refused to sign it on
reasons that the constitution
did not reflect the rights, hopes
and aspirations of the then East
Pakistan properly. This is still
acknowl geéj by his contempo-
rary political personalities.
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In charity, he was one of the
best followers of Pundit Iswar
Chandra Vidyasagar: Yousuf
Ali Chowdhury made large do-
nations for the society's ad-
vancement without thinking
about his own materialistic in-
terests. As the chairman (for
long 17 years) of Faridpur Dis-
trict Board, he had taken the
initiative of sinking 20,000
tubewells which was unthink-
able in the backdrop of '40s and
'50s. In the 1930s, he founded
Khademul lhsan, a philan-
thropic and missionary organi-
sation for the needy (who were
the majority). Mohan Mian un-
derstood what ‘education’ really
meant for the majority; and
that was the reason why he es-
tablished a couple of educa-
tional institutions of repute in
greatﬂr] Faridpur like Moezud-

in High School, Halima Girls'
School etc.

His achievement, amon
others, was that he along wit
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Ataur Rahman, Shah Azizur
Rahman, Husseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardi arranged refuge for
some ple who were sure-tar-
gets of the sequel of Calcutta
riot. He even given shelter to
hundreds of Hindu families at
his Mahuttuli residence.

Yousuf Ali Chowdhury fore-
saw that adesh was bound
to be a reality; and that was why
he tried to advise the erstwhile
West Pakistan authorities to be
democratic and thereby hand
over the state power to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who won the
election in 1970 with people's
mandate.



