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Sensible on Push-in

An avoidable irritant in Indo-Bangla relations
which also stood in ironic contrast to good
neighbourliness of the Ganges water sharing and
CHT peace accords has at long last been put behind.
With Delhi eschewing the push-in of alleged
Bangladeshi immigrants in favour of solving the
problem through mutual consultation, a time-
honoured norm in inter-state relations paid put by
India so far comes auspiciously redeemed. In their
recent border talks home secretaries of India and
Bangladesh have signed agreed minutes
committing themselves to the standard procedure
of determining the identity of suspected illegal
entrants through verification at the source in the
country of purported origin, that is, rather than
arbitrarily putting any label on them. During the
earlier part of the BJP rule we have seen what
looked like hounding out these so-called illegal
immigrants from their shacks in Bombay followed
by their hurried onward despatch through West
Bengal to certain border points with Bangladesh.
The train they had been put into was stopped at a
railway station inside West Bengal by mobs who in
an apparent state of excitation freed some
passengers from police custody yelling that they
were Bengali-speaking folks from their own state.

Reports emanating from India about it suggested

that most of the passengers in that train were
Bengali speaking Muslims involved with some
specialised trades in Bombay.

Thereafter, the 'push-in' campaign intensified
and by the admission of the BSF chief himself it
appeared that they were sparing no efforts to carry

it forward including even attempts to push small |

groups into our side of the border in the darkness
of night. Resistance from Bangladesh citizens in
certain pockets made them try it on the sly. And we
made an observation that it hardly befitted the
atmosphere of neighbourliness that otherwise
existed in the wider bilateral arena. -

All that should change now, and perhaps more.
It should be a border of peace with tension and
skirmish on this particularly sensitive issue
consigned to oblivion.

The issue of illegal immigration has to be dealt
with on a steadier, permanent footing. Those
people cannot be pawns in the chessboard of
Indian politics nor preys to arbitrary policies of
any administration. That is because they are
human beings, not certainly chattels to be bandied
about. India and Bangladesh are friendly enough
to be able to work out a system whereby the
question can be handled free from hiccups.

Controlling TB

There is a new fear of an old disease in the air.
The World Health Organisation has warned that
threat of tuberculosis is real, and it is emanating
mainly from Asia. Six Asian countries including
Bangladesh are estimated to account for 4.5 mil-
lion of 8 million 'new cases of TB occurring every
year. This has led the WHO to, warn that control-
ling TB in Asia is a must if the disease is to be con-
trolled globally. This issue has assumed greater ur-
gency in recent years, as the linkage between TB
and death from HIV infections has become appar-
ent. The battle against HIV/AIDS is now part of the

battle against TB, and vice versa. .
Tuberculosis has re-emerged as a major Killer

disease in Asia for three reasons. First, failure by
Asian countries to sustain effective treatment of
TB has allowed the disease to spread and become a
serious public health threat. Secondly, wrong
treatment or failure by patients to complete treat-
ment has led to the emergence of drug-resistant TB.
Thirdly, HIV infection is known to trigger latent
TB, leading to rapid deterioration of health and
eventually death. On the other hand. effective
control of TB, through the Directly-Observed
Treatment-Short course (DOTS) could impact
favourably on efforts to mitigate the threat of fa-
tality from HIV-related illnesses.

The rate of HIV infections in this country is
thought to be very low, but TB is a major public
health problem. Unless TB is controlled effec-
tively, the public health scenario would become
highly volatile indeed, particularly with the
looming threat of HIV. Fortunately, Bangladesh
now has one of the finest TB control programmes
in the world, and the extensive use of DOTS by the
health system, has been a resounding success.
Proper DOTS application is likely to greatly reduce
the chances of emergence of drug-resistant TB in
the country. Therefore, it is vital that the health
system spares no effort to apply DOTS and moti-
vate people to continue the treatment for the pre-
scribed period. Where TB is concerned, a little
complacence on the part of a few could prove fatal
for many. |

Unrepentant Law-breakers

Two hundred and sixty-six members of the Fifth
Parliament owed the T&T Board a sum of 3.858
core taka in unpaid telephone bills. The debt was
incurred during their membersh#p of the JS, and it
continues unadjusted till today. Before that 178
members of the Third and Fourth Parliament had
not paid outstanding telephone bills amounting to
about 2 crore taka.

Why is this money unrealisable? This is people's
money and cannot be allowed to be squandered in
this callous manner. What steps have T&T taken to
get the money back? Their excuse to the effect that
as these persons are mighty important and
powerful, the T&T chooses not to disconnect them
in the usual manner is absolutely unacceptable.

And this is not simply true that the 178 de-
faulters of the Third and Fourth Parliament are all
still members of JS. So is the case with the de-
faulting 266 of the Fifth. And why have they to fear
even standing members, not to speak of those that
are no more in the JS? It is long 12 years that the
178 of the Third and Fourth haven't paid to settle
their debts. If the Board doesn't seriously go after
them, it is likely that members of the present
Parliament t get the message that they are not
really required to pay telephone bills although all
the defaulters todate have religiously drawn from
government four thousand Ta%ca per mensem as
telephone allowance.

And what is the responsibility of an august
member of the Jatiya Sangsad? Is it not of utmost
importance to law-makers that they are not law-
breakers?

——

Is Taxation Too Taxing a Thought for Politicians?
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Bangladesh can no longer carry on with such a meagre national income, and still hope to accomplish all

roup of
from

8 ECENTLY, a g p
Rgurna]ists 2
enmark came to visit

Bangladesh, with an agenda to
see how human rights are
rotected [or not), within the
amework of democracy. Once

here, they hit upon something

that rarely, if ever, raises
olitical temperature in
angladesh. This had little to
do with human
democracy in its narrow politi-
cal sense, but everything to do
with development.

Taxation, or the lack of it,
caused a great deal of eyebrow-
raising among the Danes who
are used to paying up to 70 per
cent of their annual salaries to
the Copenhagen exchequer in
various forms of taxes. Thev

mble, of course, but not too
oud, because they do get one of
the best social service and wel-
fare anywhere in the world in
return. Even Danish diplomats,
and not just home-based gov-
ernment employees, have to pay
taxes on their salaries.

The situation iz Bangladesh,
where hardiy half million come
within the income tax bracket,
caused a little bit of a surprise.
But perhaps the biggest surprise
lay in the fact that taxation was
not a political issue of any sort.
This surprised the Danes for
good reasons, since taxation is
probably the biggest talking
point, other than the weather,
in Denmark. This should also
surprise Bangladeshis, since
taxation, whether direct or in-
direct, is the only way the gov-
ernment can generate the re-
sources with which to provide
the services everybody demands
from the state.

It is noteworthy that, on
budget day every year, all atten-
tion is glued to the macro-eco-
nomic situation analysis pre-
sented by the finance minister,
which gives lots of talking
points in terms of growth rates,
performance of industry, rate of
investment, balance of pay-
ment etc. The next in the league

WO separate statements
I made by two leaders

belonging 1o opposin
political parties have attracte
my attention. The first was
from Mr S A M S Kibria,
Finance Minister of the present
government. In a press briefing
he informed the nation of the
guantum of daily loss sustained
by the economy due to hartal. It
was, in his words, around taka
four hundred crore a day in
terms of direct production.
Besides, he cited numerous
other elements that created
stumbling blocks to the smooth
progress of the national eco-
nomic development with corre-
sponding financial loss.

Mr Kibria was not at all pre-
tentious about the vicious on-
slaught of hartal and its menac-
ing effect on the whole country.
He didn't try to avoid replies to

uestions on his party's in-

ulging in frequent hartals
while in opposition. However,
he reminded the waiting jour-
nalists that, in opposition, his
party had only one issue — the
issue of a caretaker government
and all other issues including
financial indiscretion, politi-
cal coercion and gross negli-
gence to the desired uniform
policy of development of the
country, were eventually kept
frozen. Still then, the Finance
Minister told the members of
the press that 'hartal’ was a ver-
itable malady, nay, a positive
nuisance in our body politic.

Upon such realisation,
though belated. Mr Kibria made
an appeal to BNP leadership to
refrain from calling hartal of-
fering simultaneously, a sort of
blank cheque, that if ever in
opposition, his party, Awami
League, would also remain
committed in all respects not to
take to the path of hartal. He
foresaw that this could be a
'gentlermnan's agreement' for all
political parties in future.

BNP leadership instantly
brushed aside the proposal, os-

rights or:
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of attentions comes the finance
minister's proposals for tariff
changes. The issue of direct tax,
articularly income tax, causes
ttle flutter except when no re-
duction in corporate tax is pro-

This remains the case even
when Bangladesh is heavily de-
pendent on foreign assistance
due to its failure to generate ad-
equate internal resources,
There was a time in the late
1980s when 100 per cent of the
government's annual develop-
ment programme (ADP) had to
be financed from external
sources. During the same pe-
riod, the government even had
to seek foreign aid to meet cur-
rent nditures. Was this be-
tause Bangladesh was so poor
and unproductive that few indi-
viduals and enterprises had
anything in the way of taxable
income or revenue? That was
hardly the case, because it was
also at this period that palatial
homes were going up in plush
suburbs, and increasing num-
ber of parents were sendin
their children abroad for stud-
ies.

The money was always
there, as it is now, but the gov-
ermment did not have the will to
cast the tax net wide enough,
just as the government of the
day does not seem to have an
idea about how to substantially
increase tax-revenue. Over the
years, the contribution of tax
revenue to the national income
has remained small. In fiscal
1996-97, tax revenue accounted
for just Blisdper cent of do-
mestic product (GDP). With 2.2
per cent non-tax income, total
national income came to 12 per
cent of GDP. The situation has
hardly improved, even with
new drives to ensure better tax
collection and changes in pro-

cedures ostensibly to simplify
l]m’}%a for the taxpayers.

e point here, however, is
not tax collection within the ex-
isting tax structure, but changes
in the structure to bring more
people into the tax net. Al-
though tax revenue currently
contributes around 10 per cent
of GDP, it is mostly due to indi-
rect tax such as import duties,
VAT etc. Direct tax such as in-
come tax accounts for less than
a fourth of total tax revenue.

This does not come as a surlmle
because, out of 20 million
households in Bangladesh, at

" least half of whom

probably
earn enough to be eligible for
taxation, less than half million
are in fact registered.

Yet, all such non-tax paying
households would demand that
the government ensure law and
order, build roads. run schools,
provide free medical services,
not to mention the plethora of
capital investment projects
that are cobbled together in the
ADP. Government employees,
who number over a million and
enjoy both job security and re-
tirement benefits, remain ex-
empt from taxation. Why? Pos-
sibly because it is the colleagues
of these same vested groups that
formulate the tax proposals in
the first place.

In the corporate sector, less
than 800 companies actually
pay taxes, even though there

must be thousands of private
sector enterprises in the coun-
try. Land-owners no doubt pay
their land taxes, otherwise
their property would be up for
auction. But how many of the
larger land-owners ever pay in-
come taxes? How about the ru-
ral money-lenders who regu-
larly seize the property of hap-
less borrowers who fail ;ueﬁaay
back their loans? It may be
true that half the rural families
are marginal farmers or share-
gx;zru who do not have much

income to speak of. But are
we to believe that farmers
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owning several acres of land, or
money-lenders do not earn
more than 5,000 taka a month?
The interesting point to
ponder here is that, no political
party details a taxation policy
in its election manifesto. As a
result, tax proposals contained
in the budget are usually the
work of bureaucrats in the Na-
tional Board of Revenue and, in
the case of import duties, the
Tariff Commission.
Members of parliament
rarely ever question why the
overnment remains so heavily
ependent on foreign aid for de-
velopment programmes or con-
strained when it comes to ex-
panding regular budget alloca-
tions for education, health and
law and order (police and BDR).
The budget is passed without
even a murmur of suggestions

The Cry of the Hour
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that the contribution of direct
taxes to national income be
raised through sion of the
tax net. Or that tariff policies
should be rationalised to gen-
erate eater revenue, which
could achieved through re-
ducing duties and not necessar-
ily by increasing them.

It is ex ed that parlia-
ment would r the need
to increase domestic resource
mobilisation and encourage the

overnment to pola Inr:?trd
ooking taxation icy. er
all, the is needed to in-
vest in common social and eco-
nomic and a so-
cial security system to help
those in difficult circum-
stances. In addition, the gov-
ernment badly needs revenue to
reduce on fi

aid to finance capital projects.

Unfortunately, parliament
remains oblivious to the need.

There is, of course, rea-
sons for this indifference of
parliament and political par-
ties to such a critical stion
nti; governance. Note the furore
that

price of petro
Although a tiny fragment of the
population uu::egetroh the in-
crease was vi with enough
alarm to even compel the oppo-
sition party to call a hartall
This, more than anything else,
exemplified the refusal of the
social elite to consider shoul-
dering an appropriate burden
for the collective good. Note
also parliament’s refusal to ac-
cecPt e finance minister’s pro-
posa

60 per cent.

in June 1997 that all
those owning cars and tele-
phone lines should file income
tax returns.

It is haps not surprising,
after affrThc dnmin;I:iun %I‘
politics by the small moneyed

The adversity of hartal appears now to have taken a new turn with the declaration of the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina not to go for it even if her party is in the opposition. The response from BNP continues to be
conditionally negative. Yet, let's hope for the better.

tensibly on grounds that such a
stance from a pgovernment
leader could be yet another bid
to divert people's attention
when their movement against
the government was gaining
momentum. The lesser ones in
the party even likened Kibria's
offer to one born of fear of being
ousted. At certain stage later,
the Finance Minister had po-
litely retorted that his party
was strong enough to withstand
any threat and so would not
nurse any such weakness.

It transpires now. or may be,
| could not keep track, that the
offer was in fact, made by Be-
gum Zia herself in a public
meeting in Chittagong a couple
of months ago. The current ex-
pression of the Finance Minis-
ter could have been a most equi-
table echo but the intervening
lapse of time doesn't embrace it
as such. Sheikh Hasina perhaps
could seize the opportunity in-
stantly. The lrutg is that she
didn't respond. On the other
hand, she was found deeply en-
grossed with trading sharp re-
marks against her political ad-
versary on many counts. The
desired response coming or not
there still emerged a thin ray of
hope to keep ourselves engaged
for some more time. The early
turning down of Mr Kibria's
public offer came back on BNP's
table again at the responsible
level. It has been casually
opined by some of the leaders
that they could consider the of-
fer if it had come from Sheikh
Hasina herself. They thought
that Mr Kibria had no authority
to speak for the party as a whole
on this important and sensitive
issue involving policy decision.
His attention being drawn to
such observations Mr Kibria

emphatically reiterated that
his offer had prior clearance
fron the party chief and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina or else
he would never have said so.

But. at this point. when ev-
eryone would have been anx-
iously awaiting the reaction of
the recipient of the offer thus
clarified, the Telecom and
Works Minister raised a very
sensitive but highly controver-
sial issue. Speaking apparently
from the records in the Min-
istry of Works and perhaps sup-
ported with complementary
documents at the Cantonment
Board, Mr Mohammad Nasim
made a statement in the Jatiya
Sangsad on the legitimacy of
Begum Zia's occupation of a
spacious house in the Dhaka
Cantonment area. The house in
question was said to have been
leased out to the wife and chil-
dren of the slain President Zi-
aur Rahman by an executive or-
der of the successor President
Justice Abdus Sattar. General
Ershad, upon assuming power,

steered through the formal doc-
umentation at his personal ini-
tiatives. The Works Minister
questions the legality of the
whole deal alluding to the own-
ership of another abandoned
house at Gulshan by Begum
Khaleda Zia, as widow of the
valiant freedom fighter General
Ziaur Rahman who was killed
by some army men on May 30,
1981 at Chittagong when he was
the President of Bangladesh.
The possession of this house
was documented for a consid-
eration of Tk 1.00 only. Mr
Nasim has appealed to the
Leader of the Opposition to va-
cate the Cantonment house
honourably. It appears that the

minister is seriously bent u}ﬂcn
to get the house back which has
been the official residence of

the Army Chief for long. This
lnfkr. contentious issue will be
legally settled in the court as,
some of Begum Zia's lawyer-
leaders have already indicated.

Although said nowhere the
provocation behind Mr Nasim's
unfurling a sensitive story can
be very much palpable. The
Dhaka Cantonment Board was
recenby erecting a, djvider on
the Shahid Meinul Road oves-
looking the above disputed res-
idence of Begum Khaleda Zia. At
it she was reported to have been
furious and practically laid a
‘dharna” in protest at site for
over two hours along with her
eldest son Tareque. Her objec-
tion was not registered in si-
lence. She was rather stated to
have been very angry freely ha-
ranguing at the army personnel
there on duty. She was reported
to have accused them of being
not at all true to their 'com-
mitment 1o rise against 'unten-
able orders. Her charismatic
articulations on the road at-
tracted the on-lookers' atten-
tion. Nevertheless, she achieved
her goal. The work had to be
suspended without extending
the scene.

There is a great saying:
"emotions are masters, intellect
the servant.” The incidence
stated above and tl.. re.uarks
attributed to Begum Zia could
have been the results of emo-
tional outburst on the part of
the Leader of the Opposition.
She was reported to have been
so much overtaken. The press
could have added some hue to it.
Even then it was very unfortu-
nate, not behoving a leader ol

her stature. Reports about the
incidence came in the national
newspapers. This was followed
invariably, by disowning at
least the most intriguing part of
the fray — inciting the army.

It would be a strange coinci-
dence but equally outrageous
the public speech attributed to
the former bureaucrat-turned
politician Mr M K Anwar. He
was reported to have recalled
the 'great role’' played by the
army on November 7, 1975 and
have foreseen that they would
again rise to the occasion if
needed, to save the country and
the nation from the clutches of
the ‘oppressors’ — an oblique
reference to the present gov-
ernment. Indeed, barring such
inciting statements, most of the
leaders of BNP have so far given
an impression of how much
formidable they are. They gave
out open threats. Except on one
occasion so far when some of

the leaders of the ruling party

made identical threat, there has
not been, so far, any other in-
stance of such awful statement.
On both the counts we express
our condemnation and ask the
eerie over-enthusiasts to dis-
play restraints and sensibility
in their utterance. These are at-
titudes not befitting them. How-
ever, the government may not
be ahle to ignore or overlook al-
wwgether the terribly irrespon-
sible public speeches of our re-
spected leaders.

The general apprehension of
trouble following the historic
verdict in Bangabandhu Murder
Case, appears to have been ef-
fectively forestalled. Still then.,
the political turmoil otherwise
may continue to be a veritable
camouflage for troublemongers.

greeted the government's
decision last Iyl:ar to increase -

elite ensures that the burden of
reveniue generation is placed
unproportionately on indirect
taxes which hits the rich and
poor egually. Tax revenue in
general remains a neglected
area, as political parties refuse
to face up to the reality that
Bangladesh can no longer c

on with such a mggg:au;g
income, and still hope to ac-
complish all those things that

to be accomplished.

It is clear that the problem is
not so much with income-
rty of individuals or enter-
prises, but vision- of the
policymakers themselves. But
the poverty that afflicts half the
population cannot be allevi-
ated, unless the government be-
gins to demonstrate a degree of

realism. Nobody expects the
poor in the to pay taxes
when they can eat. But a

proper evaluation of taxabilit
of all naﬁoﬂu of citizens an}t:l
en ses need to
be made without delay, in order
to identify the real potential.
A progressive taxation pol-
ich rewards the honest
tax-payer with rebates
and punishes the with
exemplary fines, would be one
waly to encour people to ?E}F
voluntarily. More simplified
procedures involving greatly
reduced paperwork and discre-
tionary powers of NBR officials
may have similar, positive ef-
fects. But above all. the gov-
ernment needs to show political
will to put the interest of the
economy above pressures of
special interest lobbies.

it would be a tough call, since
too many people have got accus-
tomed to not paying for the ser-
vices they regard as their
“right”. But the message from
the government ought to be un-
equivocal: there is a cost to ev-
erything, from street lighting to
construction of the Banga-
bandhu Jamuna Bridge, and so-
ciely, collectively. have to pay
for it all.

i

In this, Sheikh Hasina and her
government, the party leaders
and workers must also display
utmost restraint and must not
be provoked or create provoca-
tion. Simultaneously the law
enforcing agencies must also
keep vigilant eyes on hoodlums
and hirelings of any quarters
suspect to stir up commeotion
through subtle machination.
They are the gcople ever ready
to create trouble themselves for
blaming others. This is a most
[}:Pu]a]' gamble with our politi-
cal parties but the onus of re-
sponsibility is hardly substan-
tiated. Logically however, such
shifting of blame apart, the ac-
tual contrivers have to bear the
brunt themselves. They are the
ones who are capable of exploit-
ing the opportunities proifered
by their leaders. The crude ob-
jective is to draw gublic sympa-
thies or to mislead them at will.

Ordinary, non-political peo-
ple when implicated for acts of
corruption during their tenure
in public offices can seldom es-
cape the long hands of law.
They have got to defend them-
selves in the court. But. when it
comes to the ranking political
leaders they are branded, more
often than not, "false cases” and
"political victimisation". The
good thing, however, is that in
spite of the initial furore, the
implicated political leaders ap-

ar in the court and in proces-
sion of the party workers! Often
this show of strength is an indi-
rect threat to the smooth pro-
cess of justice. Let us not take on
this slur any more in favour of
the corrupt. Let the court of law
pass the judgement freely.

The first thing — the adver-
sity of hartal appears now to
have taken a new turn with the
declaration of the Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina not to go for
it even if her party is in the op-
position. The response from
BNP continues to be condition-
ally negative. Yet, let's hope for
the better.

-
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Dogs in the squad

Sir, I was quite sad to see
that Dhaka Metropolitan Police
have received beautiful dogs
from the British police author-
ities to be used as detective dogs.
As an avid dog lover, my heart
went out to the puppies because
these poor little creatures have
landed in a country where ca-
nines are generally feared, and

_abused due to lack of under-

standing.

| hope that those who handle
the police dogs first learn about
dogs and come to appreciate
them as part of their training
before being assigned to them
and care for them as part of
their families,

Maybe we could have a
chapter of the RSPCA, regularly
check the dogs and the horses,
which is used by the police
forces so as to keep a check and

balance on the welfare of these
animals.

Zarah Quddus’
34 /A Old DOHS
Banani, Dhaka

VIPs and VOPs

Sir, I am disturbed and dis-
appointed by two news items in
two consecutive days i. e. 20 and
21 November 1998. The former

rime minister and present
eader of the opposition has
passed through the Banga-

bandhu Jumuna Bridge and has
refused to pay the toll. The psy-
chology behind probably was
that she becomes a commoner
by making a legitimate pay-
ment required by law of the
land, an I[:::t:n'.».rf.'*r and status can
be shown by ignoring law. What
can common people like us ex-
pect from such uncommon peo-
ple who are voted to power by
Ll& '
On 21 November 1998 some
office bearers of Chhatra League
in Sylhet demanded that the
VIP lounge in Sylhet Airport be
made available to some of their
guests. The Airport Manger
rightly expressed his inability
to accommodate their unlawful
demand. The result was ram-
page of airport property and as-
sault on government servants
on duty.

While I am writing this letter
in a sate of despair, the Daily
Sangbad of 22 November, comes
to my hand and there is another
shock. Two VIPs of whom one is
the Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister and the other is
a high police officer were to
travel to Sylhet by train. There-
fore, there were brisk activities
in the railway station by police
and railway employees whisk-
ing away general passengers
who were VOPs (very ordinary
pcu&'lc].

e are happy to see that the
historical Road Number 32 in

Dhanmondi residential area
has been improved and beauti-
fied using money paid to the
overnment exchequer and the
ity Corporation of VIPs and
VOPs. But the thoroughfare has
be~i ~'nse . 10 the VOPs. Located
on this road are the Banga-

bandhu Museum and some resi-
dential houses. By closing a
part of this road to traffic, hin-
drance has been imposed on the
visitors to Bangabandhu Mu-
seum and the residents have
been exposed to harassment.
Who do these things? Who
can prevent these? VIPs?

A M Choudh
House 27, 13A
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

An appeal

Sir, This is an humble ap-
peal to the Hon'ble Prime Min-

'ister from an aggrieved retired

officer of BCIC.

I retired from service on 23
November 1989. The Adminis-
tration (R& T Sec), BCIC adver-
tised for appointment of Man-
ager (Com/Pur/Mar) on 09

arch 1997.

There are sufficient exam-
ples in BCIC that the dependents
of retired persons were provided
in the service according to their
suitability and fitness.

My son Mirza Mohammed
Farroque Alamgir who is edu-
cationally qualified with suffi-
cient experience in the relevant
fields, accordingly submitted
his application dated 18 March
1997 with required documents.
But he was not issued the re-

uired letter to participate in
the interview. | could never
think of this, whereas less or
not so suitably qualified candi-
dates were issued the same.

With a view to having re-

dress [ submitted several appli-
cations to the authorities con-
cerned, besides haﬁﬂ% had per-
sonal interview with Chair-
man, BCIC. But all my at-
tempts proved to be of no avail.

Even the Hon'ble Minister
for Industries was informed
and he was pleased to speak
over telephone to Chairman,
BCIC on August 1997 in m
presence, but ultimately wit
no result except creating false
hopes and tension in me.

But still optimistic | submit-
ted appeals to Hon'ble Prime
Minister praying for justice. As
such instructions were issued
vide the Prime Minister's office
(Petition cell] letter No
62.23.3.0.0.1.98 (Part-3)/19 &
20 dated 05 January 1998 to
Secretary, Ministry of Indus-
tries with copies to me followed
b reminder No.
62.23.3.0.0.1.98 (Part-3)-737
dated 25 March 1998 for neces-
sary action after due enquiry
into the matter. Unfortunately,
instead of holding enquiry the:
Admin (R&T Sec), E-%[C was
asked to submit their com-
ments against mK‘cumplaint. In
the manner the Ministry rather
provided them with opportu-
nity to hold stand on their posi-
tion not to unveil the truth,
which could have been proved if
enquired by a neutral enquiry
committee.

Lastly, having found no
remedy, I submitted an ag al
petition dated 19 July 1998 to
Hon'ble President for justice.
Accordingly a letter No RAKA-
Public/PT (227)/98-178 dated
27 July 1998 was issued to Sec-
retary, Ministry of Industries
for necessary action after due
examination of the matter.
Now, four months have passed
neither the enqui&rhhe d nor
any action taken. at solace

an aging r soul can derive
after all these efforts in vain
except painfully bearing in my
mind that, "if one does not have
earthly riches or muscle power,
he is destined to be deprived of
his legal rights" in Bangladesh
now.

Under the circumstances,
with reference to the PM's Of-
fice (Petition cell) letters men-
tioned above; | humbly beg to
appeal again to Hon'ble Prime

Minister, through your
columns for loocking into m
complaint against the BCI

Administration for intentional
violation of the set principles of
BCIC Service rules 1988 and
abuse of office in connection
with the appointment of Man-
er [Cnm/g R/Mar) as stated
a and do justice by (a) hold-
ing due enquiry into the matter
with the representative(s) from
the Ministry of Industries to
conduct such enquiry, and (b)
taking necessary action(s)
as provided by BCIC Service
Rules 1988, against those re-
sponsible for creating such
anomalies with harassment to
me and my son and rendering
undue favour, if any, to others.
This case in point if kindly
attended to will also serve pub-
lic interest at least related to
BCIC administration.
Mirza Muhammed Abdur
Rashid
House No. 221, Block ‘B’
Road No. 12, Mirpur Housing
ZE;tute . Mirpur-12, Dhaka-
1221
Tels: 807971 & 9007002 (Res).

Ineffectiveness of
pesticides

Sir, Reports of attack on
rice fields of the northern dis-
tricts are there in the newspa-
pers almost everyday. It is ap-

prehended that due to pest at-
tack. there will be colossal
damage of the standing aman
crop resulting abnormal fall in
production. It is also reported
that the pesticides available in
the market are found to be inef-
fective and adulterated. It may
be mentioned that price of pes-
ticide in Bangladesh is the
highest in the world. As a result,
farmers cannot afford to buy
and spray the required quanti
of pesticide in their fields an
therefore do not get satisfactory
result. They always try to apply
minimum quantity of pesticide
which is far below the
recommended doses. Besides, in
absence of strict quality control
measures, pesticide market is
flooded with spurious and
adulterated products which are
sold in the market as number
two brand. At presenl over 300
brands of pesticides are in the
registration list which are be-
ing marketed by several thou-
sands dealers. Some brands are
formulated locally. It is alleged
that some of those plants do not
have modern quality control
equipments. About per cent
pesticides are imported and
there is no system of post-
shipment inspection to exam-
ine the quality. Under such sit-
uation the allegation of ineffec-
tiveness of pesticides are not
baseless. Although government
used to collect a amount on
account of pesticide revenue
through registration fee duty,
tax and surcharge; but for the
last few years no amount has
been spent to procure any new
quality control equipments and
to strengthen the pesticide
quality control and the admin-
istration.

M: A. Jalil
Founder & Ex-Chairman
Pesticide Association



