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Agreed minutes today

Bangladesh, India agree to
curb cross-border crimes

Bangladesh and India will
sign an agreed minutes of their
talks today covering border
problems, particularly the issue
of Indian attempts to push-in
their nationals into Bangla-
desh, report agencies.

Home Secretary Shafiur
Rahman and his Indian coun-
terpart B P Singh will initial
the minutes on behalf of their
respective governments.

The two home secretaries
held talks on all cross-border
crimes and worked out a plan of
action to curb them.

The two officials, who had
no formal talks yesterday will
meet afajn this morning,

Earlier the Indian Home
Secretary called on Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
and Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam.

The Indian Home Secretary
also meet the Foreign Secretary
Mustafizur Rahman.

Briefing newsmen about on
his discussion with the visiting
Indian Secretary. Mustafizur
Rahman said that both sides

had agreed to solve all the exist-
ing border problems through
mutual discussion.

"We have no major issues be-
tween our two countries.” the FS
said. They had also discussed
the push-in issue and agreed to
resolve the matter.

Mustafiz made it clear that
there was no Bangladeshi ille-
gally staying in India.

In this context, he said that
Dhaka was ready to take back
any Bangladeshi from India af-
ter genuine verification of their
identity through our missions
in that country.

Talking to the newsmen af-
ter his meeting with Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,
the Indian Home Secretary
said, "l will not allow any in-
surgents from Chittagong Hill
Tracts to operate from India.”

He rated the CHT peace ac-
cord as one of the finest agree-
ments and held out India's all
necessary cooperation in its
implementation.

Singh, who earlier had held
official talks with his
Bangladesh counterpart, said

Dhaka also assured that any
insurgents from India's eastern
states of Assam, Tripura, Ma-
nipur and Nagaland would be
severely dealt with if they try to
work from Bangladesh terri-
tory.

Asked about the issue of
push-in of Bengali-speaking
Indian nationals, he said: "We
agreed on a system in 1991. Un-
der that, if a court in India or
Bangladesh found a person an
illegal immigrant, he would be
sent back to his country
through concerned authorities."

Singh. however. said that
even alter a courl verdict, "We'll
have to verify it so that no au-
Lthentic person is punished.”

Asked if the Indian authori-
ties have prepared any list of
so-called illel_gla] immigrants,
the Indian Home Secretar
replied in the negative, but said:
it's a continuous process.

When his attention was
drawn to Bangladesh's position
that there is no illegal
Bangladeshi national in India,
Singh briefly said: "It's a gen-
uine problem.”

Power purchase

Indian team to visit
Pakistan tomorrow

From Pallab Bhattacharva

NEW DELHI, Nov 22: India
and Pakistan begin a serious
exercise next week for coopera-
tion in the power sector.

A seven-member Indian
team travels to Pakistan Tues-
day to work out technical de-
tails of India's import of elec-
tricity from that country which
has an estimated surplus power
of about 4,000 MW.

India’s Power Minister P R
Kumaramangalam said Pak-
istan wants to sell its surplus
power to India and the Indian
team going to Islamabad would
look into all issues, including
the quantum and cost of power
to be supplied to India.

He said the surplus power

from Pakistan could be ulilised
to meel the shortage in north
ern Indian states o njab. Ra-
jasthan and Haryana.

The Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of India's power-

Signal drama

From Fage 1]

signal was lowered to 6 [rom 9."

A housewife said, "We pgot
frightened hearing signal num-
ber 9 over BTV, but later felt re-
lieved.”

However, a Met .Office
sources here said the signal was
immediately lowered from 9 1o
6 when the hurricane packing a
wind speed of 120 km to 165 km
per hour weakened into a cy-
clonic storm with a speed of 100
km to 115 km due to heavy
rainfall at the storm centre in
the sea.

Signal 9 was announced on
the basis of observation at 10
am and il was lowered to 6 as

r the observation at noon and
here was no error in observa-
tion, they said

grid R P Singh, who is a member
of the team scheduled to visit
Pakistan, said the team would
examine if the surplus power
from Pakistan could be used as
a "long term" source or only as a
short-term measure.

This was necessary to find
out the type of infrastructure to
be built to draw electricity from
Pakistan, he said.

Another team from India
would visit Pakistan from De-
cemmber 1-4 to hold talks for fi-
nalising an accord as also
commercial and operational
details for a direct bus service
between Delhi and Lahore.

The decision to launch bus
service between Delhi and La-
hore was taken by Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
and his Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif when they met in
New York in September.

Pakistan's willingness to
sell surplus power to India.
which came up for discussion
between officials of the two
countries during a composite
dialogue on Indo-Pak economic
cooperation in New Delhi re-
cently, is being soon here as a
major stride towards promot-
ing trade ties between the two
neighbours.

BNPPP meets
today

A meeting of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party Parliamen-
tary Party (BNPPP) will be held
today at 3 pm at the Jaliya
Sangsad Bhaban, reports BSS.

The meeting will be chaired
by Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia,
said a press release.
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Bill placed

From Pade 1
Parliament elections under a
carelaker government Lo ensure
[air voting.

The BNP members proposed
that rules regarding the election
of chairmen and members of
the of the Parishad be framed
by the Election Commission,
instead of the government.

They further pleaded that
the local MP, in addition to giv-
ing advice, should also act in
making budget and deve]nv,i)—
ment plan of the Upazila
Parishad.

The BNP members de-
manded that the elected council
must be free from government
control and the powers to dis-
solve it.

In his note of dissent, Dr
Faraezi said chairmen of
pourasava and union parishad
cannot be ex-officio members of
the Upazila Parishad.

Faraezi also agreed with the
BNP members on holding elec-
tion to the redesigned UZ
Parishad under a caretaker
government for a free and fair
election.

Lack of quorum

From Page 1

Awami League were present in
the House at that time.

At 4.45 pm, Gazi Mohammad
Shahjahan and Shah Moham-
mad Abul Hossain were the first
two BNP lawmakers who en-
tered the House. They were the
first two whose starred ques-
tions were selected for the day.
Tasmima Hossain was the first
JP member to enter the House
almost the same time.

With the bell rinﬁing across
the parliament building, Abdus
Shahid, a Treasury Bench
Whip, was seen driving the AL
members into the House.

At 5pm, an hour behind the
scheduled time . 51 MPs were at
the House. The partywise
breakup was: AL--39, BNP--six
(including Dr. Alauddin, State
Minister lor Water Resources,
sitting in the Treasury Bench),
JP--five, [10J-one and none
from the Jamaat and JSD.

The number rose to 73 when
the sitting started at 5.04 pm.

The House was adjourned for
the Magreb prayers only 11
minutes after the day's business
began. But the quorum problem
surfaced once again. The 20-
minute Magreb break lasted for
50 minutes due to lack of quo-
rum.

Walkout over
gas price
hike

BNP yesterday staged walk-
out in Parliament as the Deputy
Speaker disallowed discussion
on a minister's statement about
the gas price hike, reports UNB.

ore than a dozen BNP
lawmakers staged walked out in
protest following M K Anwar
and Mashiur Rahman at 8.10
pm. They, however, returned to
the House within minutes.

State Minister for Energy
and Mineral Resources Prof
Rafiqul Islam in a statement
under Rule 300 explained the
factors that led the government
to increase gas price by 15 per
cent from next month.

"Under the rules, there can
be no debate on the minister's
statement,” the Deputy Speaker
reminded M K Anwar and his
colleagues who were on their
feet pressing for the floor.

In his statement Prof Rafiq
said 15 per cent increase in gas
price will come into effect from
December 1 and the price would
be increased further in phases
to bring it to the international
level.

He said the price of natural
gas in Bangladesh is the lowest
compared to international
price, and it is also cheaper
compared with other fuels.

Justifying the increase, the
State Minister said the step was
taken in accordance with a
condition set by donor agencies
in 1994, when the price of gas
was last increased by 10 per
cent.

He said if the agreement
signed by the previous BNP gov-
ernment with the donor agen-
cies is not fulfilled, the ADB
and the World Bank will not
provide funds for the gas devel-
opment projects.

Shazneen

From Page 1

tica School.

Latifur Rahman told the
court that on April 23 night he
was attending a party on the
first floor of his Gulshan resi-
dence. The guests had been in-
vited. earlier through invitation
cards.

At around 10 pm. he heard a
maid shouting from down-
stairs: "Come here and see what
has happened to Chhoto Baby."

Latifur Rahman then rushed
io Shazneen's room and found
her lying on the floor in a pool
of blood
wounds in her body. "Watching
this, | became absolutely dumb-
founded,” the father told the
court.

In a state of shock, Latifur
Rahman said. he checked
Shazneen’'s pulse and found her
dead. He then inquired where
the other inmates of the house
were at that time.

A cook told Latifur Rahman |

that everyone was inside the
house except Shahid. Besides,
the cook said that one kitchen
knife from a set of four was
missing.

Latifur Rahman said he be-
came sure at this stage that
Shahid had killed his daughter.
Considering the physique of
Shahid and Shazneen, the in-
formant also suspected that
Shahid alone could not have
killed her. and that others must
have been involved.

As the deposition of Latifur
Rahman was not completed, he
will continue tomorrow and
then the defence lawyers will
cross examine the informant.

CID submitted the charge
sheet of the Shazneen murder
case in the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court on tober
17 accusing the seven persons of
the rape and killing of the
daughter of the chairman of
Transcom Group.

The case was lodged by the
victim's father with Gulshan
thana accusing domestic help
Shahid of the murder and sus-
pecting the involvement of
some others on April 24.

with several 'stab

US to provide
another 3 lakh
MT of wheat

The US government will
provide an additional 300,000
metric tonnes of wheat to
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

The allocation worth US
dollar 48 million will bring the
total pledge of the US govern-
ment to 700,000 metric tonnes
of foodgrains as flood relief to
Bangladesh, a USIS press re-
lease said in Dhaka yesterday.

With this announcement,
the US flood assistance to
Bangladesh stands at Tk 573
crore 53 lakh e%%walcnt to US
dollar 120.782.500.

Interns on strike at
Osmany Medical
College Hospital

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 22: The in-
terns in the Sylhet M A G Os-
many Medical College Hospital
have begun a three-day strike
from this mnrninga?rnltsting
‘assault’ on a hospital employee
by a relative of a patient.

Hospital sources said M A
Salam, Assistant Registrar in
the Surgery Unit-3, was as-
saulted by a patient's relative
over admission of a patient at
about 10.00 in the morning to-
day. The relative, a UP chair-
man of Chhatak thana. was
later handed over to police by
the hospital authorities, An FIR
has also been lodged with the
Kotw ili thana.

Khas land

Fromn: Page |
rate in the same duration.
UNB adds: Some 800 acres of
non-cultivable khas lands are
there at Savar and 1200 acres in

Gazipur.
Divisional commissioners
and deputy commissioners

have also been asked to report
by December 15 the areas ol
government land saleable
through tender.

Uttara thana has the highest
184 acres of unused government
land, followed by 95 acres in
Tejgaon, 50 in Gulshan, 28 in
Demra, 26 in Mohammadpur,
25 in Sutrapur, 14 in Mirpur, 12
in Ramna and 10 acres in Lal-
bagh thanas.

Motijheel. Dhanmondi and

Kotwali thanas also have some |

areas of costly state land.

Divisional Commissioner of |

Dhaka Naizam Uddin told the
préss conférence although
many of the government lands
in Dhaka had gone out of pos-
session through forgery of doc-
uments. the government still
has the ownership as it has all
genuine records and documents
in hand.

He mentioned some housing

. prt‘::n‘jfcls grabbed khas lands,
dall

cited that one such project
occupied 80-82 acres and a case
regardlnfz this was still lying
with the law court.

Rangamati bill passed amid

Opposition walkout

A bill redefining a voter
from among the “non-tribal”
people of Rangamati district
was passed in parliament by
voice vote yesterday, with the
BNP lawmakers stagirlﬁ walk-
out "in protest against the legis-
lation”.

With the passage of the bill -
“Rangamati Hill District Local
Government Council (amend-
ment) (amendment) Bill. 1998~
- the non-tribals who have been
owning lands "and” living in
the district permanently will be
eligible for voting rights in
local government elections.

Before the amendment, the
non-tribals who have either
been living in the area perma-
nently "or” owning a piece land
were eligible for voting rights.

The amendment changed
“or” with “and”.

The BNP members found the
legislation ultra vires the Con-

stitution.

They argued that the law had
clearly violated the constitu-
tional provision that grants
voting rights to all citizens. ir-
respective of whether s/he owns
a piece of land or not. Thev said

that what was important in this

By Staff Correspondent

regard is to see whether the citi-
zen in question lives in a par-
ticular area permanently or
not.

“The law is going to deprive
the Bangalis living in the hill
district of their constitutional
right to vote. They are being
downgraded to second class cit-
izens in the areas.,” said M K
Anwar of BNP.

Terming the bill violative of
the fundamental rights of the
citizens, BNP legislator Abdul
Mannan said: "What would
happen to the family members
of a Bangali who owns a land
and has permanently been liv-
ing in the area? If the amend-
ment is adopted by the House,
the head of the family would en-
joy the voting right, but his
family members woudn't.”

Three out of four Jatiya
Party members who spoke on
the occasion were also seen op-
posing the amendment vigor-
ously.

"With the Fassage of the
amendment bill, a large num-
ber of the people living in the
area will be deprived of their
fundamental right to vote,” said
Golam Mohammad Kader of the

JP.

Rustam Ali Farazi and M K
Alam Chwdhury, two other JP
legislators, echoed Kader, while
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto of the party
found "no problem” with the
amendment.
~ Kalparanjan Chakma, Min-
ister for Chittagong Hill Tracts
Affairs, told the House: “The
amendment was necessary to
make the legislation consistent
with the CHT Treaty as well as
two other laws relating to the
local bodies of Khagrachhari

and Bundarban hill districts.”
Before the Chair put the pro-

posed amendment to vole,
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Prof. A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdury led the
BNP walkout, saying: “The en-
tire bill is ultra vires the consti-
tution and subversive of the
state. We strongly protest the
law.”

Earlier, some 18 MPs be-
longing to the BNP and JP op-
posed various contents of the
proposed legislation.

When the bill was passed by
voice vote, no JP lawmaker ex-
cept Bhutto was present in the
House.

<

Bad day

e From Page |

Dr. Hossain got angrv as the
Opposition members, backed by
some in the Treasury Bench,
tried to draw his attention to
the list of grants and donations
received from his ministry by
eight social welfare organisa-
tions in Pirojpur district.

The state minister was seen
making a desperate search to
find out an amount of Tk three
lakh in the list of grants for so-
cial welfare organisations
across the country in 1996-97
financial year. But the said
amount was in a separate list he
submitted for eight such organ-
isations in Pirojpur.

Amid noise all around,
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Dr. AQM Badruddoza Choud-
hury took the floor. "It is ex-
pected that a minister would
tell the truth on the floor of the
House... The minister has con-
fused the House by denying that
Tk three lakh was given to a
single ur%anisatmn." he said
shnuﬁnﬁ' 1€ second list.

At This stage, Deputy
Speaker Abdul Hamid again
gave the floor to Dr. Hossain,
clarifying that the amounts of
grants, cited by the Opposition
members, were mentioned in
the second list.

But the state minister had
nothing to hit back with. It
seemed for a moment that he
tried to say something but did
not.

And the Opposition mem-
bers were all smiles.

Cyclone crosses coast

From Page |
sized in high winds.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Khulna said the storm
which led to evacuation of
thousands of people to shelters
passed away without causing
much damage. |

Many streets and slums in
the low-lying areas in the town
at KDA Avenue, Khan Jahan Ali
Road, Sheikhpara, Mianpara.
Natunbazar and Khalishpur ar-
eas however went under water.

At Chandpur. over 1500
launch passengers bound for
Khulna and Barisal regions re-
mained stranded since Sunda
morning as movement of aﬁ
river transports has been sus-
pended for the cyclone warning.

Reverine communication
between Barisal and Dhaka re-
mained snapped yesterday due

to possible cyclone.
All the double-decker
launches, the main mode of

transport to and from Dhaka
did not ply during the day.

UNDB quoting, Barguna Cy-
clone Preparedness informed
that the speed of the wind lash-
ing over the district was 50 km
per hour. Some 20,000 people
stayed at the cyclone shelters in
the islands and chars.

Due to strong current in the
rivers, four km of cross-dam
was damaged partially at
Kakchira in Patharghata, five
km at Kalmegha and a vast area
of the dam in Dhalua union.

Waters of the high tide en-

tered the Barguna town and at
places inundated by two feet of
water. More than 1000 thatched
houses were damaged in the dis-
trict. Seventy per cent of aman
crop was damagéd.

Officials in the Sundarbans
area told APB that water driven
by tidal surges entered into
Nilkamal, Dublarchar, Adatai
and Shibsha areas of the forest.
The authorities were yet to
come up with any first hand re-
port on damages.

Mongla Port sources said
loading and unloading activi-
ties had been suspended since
Saturday and ships were seiit 1o
outer anchord¥e lor salety.

. Second batch of

detective dogs

dIT1VECS

The second batch of 13 dogs
for Police Dog Squad arrived in
the city by a British Airway
flight yesterday, reports BSS,

Additional Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (AIGP), Equip-
ment and Training, Syed Bazlul
Karim, received the dogs at Zia
International Airport from the
Managing Director of London-
based Chilport Company.

Among the newly-imported
13 dogs, only one is trained. The
dogs belong to Shefard and
Labrador family, which have
reputation to track down the
branded criminals, detect
drugs, arms and explosives
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Taslima gfanted bail
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interview wilth the Statesman
newspaper of Calcutta. India.
She denied all the charges
against her.

Eminent lawyer Dr. Kamal
Hossain rose to seek her bail at
11-20 a.m. After a brief hearing,
the court granted her bail at 11-
40 a.m. Deputy attorney general
K.M. Faruq opposed it.

Nasreen is facing the charges
after a Keraniganj resident,
Zainal Abedin Babul, filed the
case in 1994, Babul accused her
of hurting his religious feelings
through her writings in her Se-
lected Columns.

But the case was revived fol-
lowing a petition by Babul after
press reports that she had re-
turned home with her mother,
terminally ill with cancer,
from New York.

Nasreen, wearing a white
kamiz and salwar dotted with
violet boutique prints, stood
behind Dr Hossain during the
hearing, her face still covered.

A lanky securityman stood
away from her on the window
side covering her when three
men in robes and beards ap-
peared to have a glimpse of her.

A curious crowd apparently
made her tense and nervous. As
soon as the hearing was over,

she strode out with her brothers
holding her,

She moved in a hurry across
the long corridor on the first
floor of the court building to-
wards a small staircase while
her escorts scuffled with a Daily
ﬁ:.:r ph{i;tu%rarrl;;:r and this cor-

pondent, ng to prevent
her being phntogragphch

Nasreen also refused to
comment despite repeated
queries on her state of mind af-
ter getting bail. Looking more
tense, she just moved faster.

A waiting car whisked her
away from the court premises,

Later, she told BBC radio’s
Bangla service that the bail did
not mean freedom of movement
for her because of the pro-Is-

lamic uuﬁs. The government
should take action against
these groups, she said.

The Islami Oikkya Jote is
holding a conference at the In-
stitution of Engineers today to
decide its next course of action
against her. But the group de-
clined to make any comment on
her bail.

I0J sources said that the Jote
would press for parliament
adopting blasphemy law so that
murtads (infidels) would face
capital punishment.

I0J had been staging demon-
strations against Taslitna Nas-
reen demanding her execution
since she returned home.

Drugs
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the purchase committee, | am
not aware of it."

When this correspondent
wanted to see some samples of
drugs stored in the CMSD, the
deputy director refused saying,

"It will require permission of
the director”.

When the director was con-
tacted n through his secre-
tary to allow this correspondent
to see the drug samples, he
again refused.

The Restaurant opens from 12:00-3:00 and 6:00-10:30 PM.
Per person Tk. 400/- (Adults) and 275/- (Children under 12)
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Bangladeshi Food Festival
Italian Food Festival
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(10% service charge)

Now Hotel Abakash is equipped with the new deluxe rooms
entirely refurbished, having Mini
(32 channels), ISD Telephone, Fax, E-mail, 24 hours elevator
service, and added exclusive facilities of car parking.
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