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The Cyclone’s Aftermath .

The latest hurricane t:0 make a visitation along
the coast of Bangladesh 1'nay not have caused dam-
age to the extent of 1970 or 1985 or 1991, but there
is no denying that every cyclone alert brings back
memories of those dreiadful events. For several
years now, visitations by cyclones appear to have
increased in frequency, possibly duc to changes in
the climatic pattern. Fortunately, these cyclones
did nor carry the same force as the ones in 1991 or
even 1985. But more imiportantly, experiences of
previous cyclones have enabled both the govern-
ment -and people of the country to learn to cope
with threats of natural calamities, no matter how
devastating they may be.

Since 1991, a great deal of energy and resources
have been invested in preparedness and response
strategies to minimise loss of life and damage to
property. We have already seen during the floods
this year the effectiveness of the government'’s re-
lief and rehabilitation efforts and emergency re-
sponse in the health sector. Again, the rapid re-
sponse to the hurricane alert on Saturday has also
come as a relief to the people of the coast, who have
been re-assured that the emergency services re-
main vigilant. What this latest eyeball-to-eyeball
with the hurricane has shown is that there is no al-
ternative to preparedness. The government de-
serves commendation for the way it has responded
to the hurricane alert. Now the government ma-
chinery has to work flat-out to ensure that the im-
pact of the cyclone is mitigated through effective

rescue, relief and rehabilitation.

The critical task before the government is to
treat the hurricane that swept over the coast Sun-
day evening as an emergency, even if loss of life
and damages are not severe. Even a relatively weak
storm can cause severe damage to infrastructure
particularly communication, which could expose
the affected people to risks of hunger and disease.
The government needs to ensure that this does not
happen. The destruction of property along the
coast is likely to be fairly extensive since most
lhouseholds there are built of mud or thatch. There-
fore, shelter, emergency food distribution and
rnedical supplies will be required immediateli/.
Since the cyclone is likely to leave a bitter cold
firont behind it, the government would be well-ad-
vised to place high priority on distribution of
warm clothes to districts directly affected by the

2y clone.
} Deadly Neglect

Seven patients in the surgical and gynae wards
of Rangpur Medical College Hospital died on Fri-
dawy. All of them were on intravenous administra-
tion of Dextrose saline, alleged to be at least 16
ye.ars old. Twenty others are in a precarious condi-
tion after being pushed IV saline. Two survivors
said after being put on saline, their body tempera-
ture spurted to unbearable heights and convulsions
followed. Terrorised, they themselves snapped the
tube and came back to normal. Panicky patients
soo1l replaced their saline with hurriedly bought
saline from the market and are out of danger. The
containers of the pushed in fluid bore markings of
‘Dacca’ — the spelling of the city clearly indicating
that these could not have been made later than
1982, when the spelling was changed.

The hospital chief has not admitted to the cause
of the deaths but has said the stock of IV Dextrose
saline from which the administrations were made
have been kept away for the enquiry team.

Rumour is rife in the town. Only the other day
Public Health Directorate had sent to RMCH a con-
signment of 3800 phials of Dextrose saline. The al-
legation is that fresh saline is sold out to market
and old unused saline from the hospital's own
stock is used instead.

Whatever comes out of the inquiry, a crime of
the gravest order has been committed. The findings
must be made public without delay and punish-
ment dealt out soon after.

Hospitals are in general very badly managed in-
stitutions in this country. Government-run hospi-
tals surpass others in this. Bad management and
commercial tendencies cause unnecessary deaths
in perhaps tens of thousands every year.

The Rangpur death procession comes as surpass-
ing all that. This can be an accident. But a case of
neglect causing the accident. While our sense of
shock abides with us, we marvel at the same time
why such tragedy hasn't occurred earlier or doesn't
keep on taking place all the time at all the places.
Man is an infinitely resilient animal.

Live Up to 16 November

BNP and its allies are today on an emotionally
rather intense, but by definition non-violent
protestation programme against the government
alleging political repression by the latter. The
eight-hour hunger strike they are set to stage at the
Paltan Maidan would be followed by a rally of a
presumably substantial size to be addressed by
BNP and alliance leaders. Utmost restraint on all
sides — from the opposition and the ruling party —
would be an imperative necessity to head off any

untoward incident.
We can certainly put faith in the symbiotic pro-

cess that has lately got under way in the political
dynamics of the country following Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's unconditional abjuring of hartal
as a weapon in national politics.

There are vibes from opposition leader Khaleda
Zia, which discerning people can easily read, that
she is generally favourably disposed to the idea.
But because it would be for her to make the imme-
diate sacrifice as the present leader of the opposi-
tion, with Hasina's turn left in the womb of the fu-
ture, she is naturally keen on getting some guaran-
tees for the effectiveness of opposition politics.

We believe the ruling party has not just a respon-
sibility but a stake as such in ensuring that the op-
position perform its given role under the Constitu-

tion so as to get a reciprocal courtesy when the
former sits in the opposition.

On ttglp of that positive outlook we have this
standard of behaviour set by Begum Zia during her
march on parliament on November 16 to follow
today to the hilt. Begum Zia personally leading
that potentially agitation-laden programme from
the front made sure that it was peacefully con-
ducted till the very end. The government, for its
part, acted not out of impulse but with caution and
understanding. We e t that to be repeated toda

"Gandhi and his

The 1998 Floods

Floods came rather late this year and as the water receded, some crops, even in the

flood-affected areas, that had escaped the wrath of the floods stood ready for
harvesting. That provided work for some agricultural labourers at a critical time.

HERE was considerable criticism in the

country about the timing of the govern-

ment's announcement this year that the
floods are here again. The authorities, some
said, were tardy in making the matter public. An
earlier announcement, they thought, would have
lessened the sufferings of the affected people. It
would have brought relief and succour to them
earlier, The authorities, however, maintained
that they had wanted to be absolutely sure about
the likely severity of the flood and had not
wished to be caught crying wolf. Besides, they
had not wished to ask for international assis-
tance without exhausting the Eﬂsalhilities of
self-reliance. It was also stated that the govern-
ment had wanted to draw up the list of the re-
quired assistance with care so that we were not
burdened with unwanted aid items.

The controversy reminded me of two episodes

— one of the difficult situation of 1974, when as
the Relief Coordinator in the Foreign Office, it
fell on me to convince the well-meaning Argen-
tinean Ambassador that Bangladesh could in-
deed do without his country's generous help of a
planeload of fresh apples, mainly because we did
not have anv refrigeration facilities in the rural
areas and also because the village folks were un-
accustomed to the luxury of partaking to the
fruit that keeps the doctor away! Food items less
exotic than succulent Argentinean apples, such
as 'chira’, or ‘muri’, [ submitted would be most
welcome instead. The second episode | was or-
dained to witness was in 1988, while serving as
the High Commissioner to India. During the
floods that year President Ershad's Secretariat
announced that the services of foreign heli-
copters were needed to air-drop reliefl materials
in the remote flood-affected areas. India
promptly dispatched four M-18 helicopters to
Dhaka from its North-eastern Air Command.
One wondered whether the irony of this request
escaped the Indians; for a few months earlier
Bangladesh had criticised Indian air-dropping
of food-items over Jaffna in Sri Lanka, carried
out, one has to state, without the knowledge and
consent of the Sri Lankan authorities. Our situa-
tion was of course different. Nonetheless many
Bangladeshis did not take well to the idea and
the Indians decided to withdraw the choppers
sommewhat abruptly. All this left a rather bad
taste in the m-

helping hands. There are some unforgettable ex-
periences of those days and some indelible im-
pressions, not of hartal-bound people attacking
each other or of burning cars, but of love, com-

assion and sympathy for each other in crisis.

e image of a caring Bangladesh, of people. who
have lived together for a thousand years through
all the vicissitudes brought about by both man
and nature.

There was this little girl, hardly in her teens
who came to the BRAC Relief Centre. and whose
name escapes me. She had a thousand taka saved
up from her allowances that she wished to con-
tribute. The centre would prefer her to contribute
in kind. may be some flour and molasses, that
she could buy from the market, she was told. She
did not quite know how to huﬁ things worth so
much, she said, and that she had not taken her
parents into confidence in this humanitarian
adventure of hers. But a couple of hours later she
did return in a rickshaw with some flour and
molasses and a friend accompanying her this
time. One does, of course, shares secrets with
friends that one does not with the parents! One
recalls the gesture of Lutfunnessa. a Gulshan
housewife, who, every day while the relief opera-
tions lasted, sent some relief items, from her af-
fluent house-hold, through her grandson. The
rickshaw-puller Shahjahan who had lost a
daughter in an earlier flood and who had noth-
ing to contribute. But he brought relief items do-
nated by others, in his rickshaw, free of charge!
An eighty-year-old aunt of mine who insisted
that I went to see her and handed over to me an
envelop containing a good part of her month's
hud%ﬂt. The sevengearruld hafi, who came with
his father to BRAC's Maghbazar office to hand
over his birthday money. And the little nine-

ear-old Malvika of Mirpur, who came to the re-
ief centre opposite her home and hopefully en-
guired whether she could donate old clothes for
she had no new ones! Their photographs were
not published in the newspapers shaking hands
with celebrities while handing over their dona-
tions. But theirs are stories that do a nation
proud and provide hope in despair.

Struggle for survival , in these days of reha-
bilitation, is on. in the villages and towns ol
this country. The picture is grim but Amartya
Serni is not likely to be proved wrong in Bangfa-
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and my discom
fiture was heightened by the lact thal perso-
nally I very strongly felt that the presence ol
Indian helicopters in Dhaka was imprudent in
view of the delicate bilateral relations that then
existed. The normally warm, genial and kind
Rajiv Gandhi displayed a lack of all these three
attributes of his head and heart when he
discussed the matter with me, and I dutifully re-
ported all this home.

President Ershad arrived in New Delhi on the
morning of September 29, 1988, on a brief half-
day visit, at his request. 1 do not wish to go be-
yond what had appeared in the press on this
visit. It was stated to have been undertaken to
consider joint Indo-Bangladesh flood control
actions. It was also assumed that ‘other matters
of bilateral and regional interest’ would be dis-
cussed! Ershad. in addition to the formal and
much photographed formal talks we had had
with the Indians, had a half an hour exclusive
meeting with Rajiv Gandhi with none else pre-
sent. I for one did not assume that they met to
discuss the rather dry and warm Delhi weather!
Nor did the Indian press; for they reported the
morning after that Ershad had apologised to Ra-
jiv Gandhi for the helicopter incident. My in-

uiries with the Indians; official, as the High
ommissioner and private, as a curious on-
looker of history, elicited enigmatic replies! But
for me the story did not quite end there. A couple
of years later I was playing golf in Mauritius
with an Indian Airforce officer, Group Captain

Gill, who was on deputation to the government
there. | happened to be concurrently accredited
to Mauritius as High Commissioner and met this
excellent golfer per chance. Group Captain Gill
gave me a thrashing at golf, whereupon he in-
vited me for breakfast at the Club. While enjoy-
ing his hospitality, I asked him whether he had
ever visited Bangladesh. "In a manner of speak-
ing, yes, was his answer. Seemingly embar-
rassed, he then disclosed that he was the leader
of the squadron of choppers sent over by India to
Bangladesh for l'E].'iElPWﬂI'k during our 1988
floods! What a chance meeting and 1, of course
lost no time in changing the subject! Group Cap-
tain Gill obviously realised that 1 knew more
ag::::ut his Bangladesh visit than I cared to talk
about.

So for me, thankfullﬁ now as a private citi-
zen, it was a case nonetheless of being twice bit-
ten thrice shy, when it came to Bangladesh's
asking for foreign assistance to combat this
year's floods. | was pleased that the government
was unruffled and took its time before asking for
emergency foreign assistance. As a result, we got
what we actually needed. No apples and heli-
copters please! We are Bangladeshis!

For reasons both historical and contempora-
neous, in all forms of crises this country is prone
to, natural or man made, one turns to the BBC
for the truth. In the early days of this year's dev-
astating floods. the BBC, quoting, 1 think, a
UNDP rt. stated that, this year, as many as
twenty million flood-affected Bangladeshis
faced disaster, including death, if there was no
stitch in time, in terms of relief and food-sup-
plies. Any death is tragic, for it is final; but there
can be some justifiable relief that in the event,
less than two thousand perished. It was pleasing
again to hear the BBC quote the British Devel-
opment Minister Clare Short as saying that con-
sidering the magnitude of the Bangladesh disas-
ter, “less than two thousand dead stands out
stunningly. "One cannot here let the government
walk away with all the kudos. There would be
others to share the honour. For instance, the
people themselves; who are now aware, more
than ever before. of the need for pure drinking
water. There is more sanitation awareness now
in the villages and the availability and use of
Orsaline and BRAC propagated drink of mo-
lasses and salt has helped in keeping the diar-
rhoea death toll within manageable limits. In
the past, during floods, the number of people dy-
ing of snakebites used to be considerable. This
has, according to experienced reliefl workers,
diminished considerably this time. Maybe in
the limited al%ccugrad:)hica area of Bangladesh,
both the snakes and human beings, cannot go on
procreating in gay abundance and, with the fast
diminishing forest and jungle areas, the ser-
pents are having to practice family planning
more rigorously than their homo sapiens com-

patriots! Or is it simply a case of the survival of
the fittest!

Notwithstanding the fact that through the
successive the permanent services of the
country have turned largely politicised, the gov-
ernment did well to make good use of the district
administration in relief distribution. The armed
forces, called out on occasions, in aid of the civil
administration, performed well and the cooper-
ation between the government and the NGOs in
relief work was on the whole reasonably satis-
factory. But it is the patience and resilience of
the flood-affected millions that kept things go-
ing when the gulnﬁ got tough. Two chapatis per
head per day, a fistful of molasses, some dry
land for living and with some luck, a lungi or a
sari, were enough for a nod and smile of grati-
tude. And there were many who extended their

jure hartal in
Lhe [uture is a demonstration of that political will.
This also is a demonstration of the fact that
democratic practices in Bangladesh are attain-
ing a maturity, however painful and slow the
rocess maybe proving to be. Sheikh Hasina's
Id and imaginative decision will help healthy
democratic tradition in the country take root,
enhance the image of Bangladesh abroad, and
will have positive impact on our economy. There
are loudly heard criticisms of the government's
handling of the crisis. and why not? Criticisms
and debates are the wherewithal of democracy.
But not 'hartals’ of the kind we have been prac-
tising both now did when the BNP were in power.
In the democratic cricket game ‘hartal’ is like a
‘no-ball’ that not only does not take the oppo-
nents' ‘'wicket’ but also adds to their score. More
than that. it.s
ISSUE’ or no 'ISSUE'. Sheikh Hasina will be
remembéred well by history not for the hartals
she dectared while in the opposition but for her
recent decision to abjure it for ever, if, of course,
she sticks to it in future, come what may. One
wishes she had done so while she was in the op-
position. The credit for the decision would have
been much more then. But Begum Zia has now
the opportunity that Sheikh Hasina missed. One
fervently hopes that Begum Zia would join in
and help, as she has in the FEEL and admirably
s0. in transforming the political panorama in
the country by jointly working with Sheikh
Hasina, not only in bringing back democracy,
but also in strengthening its foundations by in-

stituting the parliamentary form and caretaker
governments,

Coming back to this year's floods. according
to a survey done by BRAC, which has been
closely involved in relief and rehabilitation
work, 189 areas of the country, each with a popu-
lation of around a lac or so have been severely
affected. In places like Gaibandha, Kurigram,
Sirajganj. Tangail, Jamalpur Rajbari, Gopal-
ranj, Shariatpur, Faridpur and some other areas
osses sustained by the populace as well as in-
frastructural damages have been enormous. But
then in this essentially fertile land there has
been good crop elsewhere where the situation is
not that grim. Floods came rather late this year
and as the water receded, some crops, even in the
flood-affected areas, that had escaped the wrath
of the floods stood ready for harvesting. That
provided work for some agricultural labourers at
a critical time.

Floods did create new employment in certain
sectors. For instance, with a large part of the
roads and rail-road network under water, coun-
try boats, large and small, took over the supEI}'
and transportation work in the country. The
normal income of surface transport owners and
workers was therefore shared by boat owners
and boatmen, many of whom even acquired
small country boats to respond to the flood-cre-
ated needs. Fishermen stood to gain in some ar-
eas with enhanced quantities of catch of fish
brought in by the flood waters, These are some of
the reasons why BRAC did not stop its microcre-
dit programme evcn in the 189 worst-affected ar-
eas though the amoun. !=7u there came down,
from 35 crores in June to only 15 crores during
the flood-affected month of September. The loan
recovery rate dropped from a healthy 98 per cent
in the pre-flood period to a worrying 57 per cent
during September. The latest recovery figures
have not yet fully come in, but indications are
there that the curve is on the way up and that it
will be above 70 per cent in October.

However, as a recent World Bank study has
shown, the floods will have a big negative impact
on our economy. The overall budget deficit, ac-
cording to the study findings could increase from
4 per cent of GDP in 1998 to more than 5 per cent
in the financial year of 1999. Trade deficit may
widen and exports may stagnate. Expectations of
high growth rates may be frustrated in the short
terrn and the nation will have to bear the burden.
But then we have seen it all before and the coun-
try, born in 1971, with few assets and a shattered
economy has coped with a great deal more. Geo-
graphically situated as we are, we cannot ever es-
cape natural disasters in the form of cyclones.
floods and ﬂcrhaps'evcn earthquakes. But we
must learn how to quickly turn our a%riculture
around, taking advantage of our fertile soil by
assuring prompt supply of agricultural inputs. to
locate our industries in flood and cyclone sale
areas, and to streamline investment procedures
so that there is a steady growth in investments.
We may draw some comfort from the recent ob-
servation of the British Minister for Interna-
tional Development, Clare Short, to the BBC that
Bangladesh is better prepared to face natural
calamities than many other countries and that
it has “coped admiraﬁly' with the recent floods.
This is indeed a far cry from the hurtful Kissin-

erian description of Bangladesh in the seven-
ies as a ‘basket case.” We have to remain ever
Is:rcparcd for natural calamities and therefore

ave to refine the relief and rehabilitation tech-
niques and procedures. To acquit even better in a
future emergency, we have to further improve
our capacity for disaster management. In a
country that cannot wish natural disasters
away, this is our only option.

poils the ‘pitch’ that the country is. .

The Palestinian Diaspora

Whatever optimism the signing ceremony of Wye Accord might have generated in

Washington

it was not much in evidence either in Israel or territories under

Palestinian Authority. The neutral observers are unanimous that the
Wye deal will make little headway in its acceptance by the bulk
of Palestinians who have since lost faith in Arafat.

HE UN Partition Resolution for Palestine

to create the Jewish state of Israel was pub-
lished on 29 Novernber 1947. Six months
later when the British withdrew from Palestine
at the end of their mandate without any formal
transfer of power, the resultant vacuum
prompted both the Jewish and the Arabs to clash
violently over its possession. The British, confi-
dent of a local balance of power heavily in
favour of the Zionists, ostensibly wanted to give
effect to their Balfour Declaration of 1917 and
left the mandated territory for the contenders to
fight out the issue. With the West Bank falling to
the Arab legion of Jordan's King Abdullah, Gaza
strip to Egyptian Army and the rest of Palestine
to Israel when the Armistice Agreement was
signed in the summer of 1947, Palestine as a po-
litical entity was practically liquidated. And as
a result, 700,000 Palestinians were evicted from
the areas that were allocated to the Jewish state
by the UN or occupied by its forces during the
fightings. During and after the exodus every ef-
fort was made — from the razing of villages to
grumul ation of laws — to prevent their return.
he Palestinians were rendered stateless, just
when they, after their long period of subjugation
under the Turkish rule and then British man-
date, were about to have their taste of self rule.
Dispossessed of their territory and scattered as
refugees over the neighbouring Arab countries
and beyond the saga of the Palestinians for next
half a century has indeed been one of insuppre-

ssible quest to restore their lost homeland.
Left with few choices the Palestinians. in the

struggle to regain their statehood, obviously
threw in their lot with the fellow Arabs who fu-
elled by their strident Arab nationalism not
only did not reconcile to Israel's existence in
their midst, they also, like the Palestinians,
rowed to wipe out the Jewish state from Arab
heartland. However., three wars fought between
the Arabs and
Israel did not

—

permanent, if not welcome, reality. The PLO lost
its Arab financial backers in the Gulf region for
choosing wrong side during the Gulf War. The
Palestinians also were divided with the rise of
several extremist ups challenging the leader-
ship of Arafat. With the loosening grip on Pales-
tinian movement Arafat found in Oslo ee-
ment his last clutch to clasp. But with it he pre-
cipitously scaled down both in his demands and
expectation. With his signing of Israeli-Pales-
tinian declaration of Principles (DoP) Arafat
played his triumph card — withholding recogni-
tion to Israel's right to exist. Thro mutual
recognition of each other in a ceremony on the
south lawn of White House in September 1993
what the Palestinians got in return was a 'civil-
ian’ control over a dr Gaza strip and a de-
crepit city of Jericho in the West Bank — let
alone the question of even a semblance of a
statehood. This too came through Gaza-Jericho
agreement a year later.

However, an interim eement (Oslo II)
signed in 1995 called for the withdrawal of Is-
raeli forces from about 31 per cent of the West
bank in a first stage to be followed by three fur-
ther withdrawals taking Israel out of most of the
occupied area by the end of 1997. The ia-
tions for the final status of the West Bank and
Gaza strip including the most difficult issues of
settlements, refugees, Jerusalem and borders
were scheduled to begin in May 1996. None of
these Oslo stipulations have gone according to
schedule making bleak the prospect of a perma-
nent aﬁrtﬂment which was supposed to have
reached after the interim period on May 4th
1999. The entire process, as a matter of fact,
stalled with Netanyahu's right wing government
coming to power in 1996. But for the peace pro-
cess to work the maintenance of time table set at
Oslo II is an overwhelming imperative,

Instead, the much ballyhooed Wye River Ag-
reement — con-
sidered as one of
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militarily. On
the part of the PLO which had been essentially
the product of Nasser's Pan-Arab dreams and
represented the bulk of the Palestinians was
also heavily influenced by intra-Arab politics
and could make few headway in its primary
mission of return to their homeland. Only after
the Arabs’ defeat in the six-day war in 1967 the
PLO moved on somewhat independently and
within short Eran of time achieved spectacular
successes both on military and political front.
After the 1967 war the Palestinians were for the
first time defined as a distinct nation by Yasser
Arafat who articulated the Palestinian cause,

organised and fought for them under the banner
of Al-Fatah. Little did the Israeli authorities
understand that the Palestinians politically
deprived. homeless and living under miserable

conditions in refugee camps were evolving a
radical nauonabist wovement. Gradually the
woveinent. characterised by desperation and
terrorisiti had become a delonator for internal

the

Arab conflict and a major cause for
escalation of Arab-Israeli lensions.

But the Palestinian initiatives came too late
to yield much results vis-a-vis Israel which by
then had under its occupation the entire length
and breath of historic Palestine. The overall sit-
uation gbtaithiftg in THe Middle Easl at that time
also did not favour the Palestinians. The Arab
defeat in 1967 war, helnfamous 'Black Septem-
ber' of 1970 and subsequently the Egyptian
recognition of [srael in 1979 virtually dealt the
PLO a mortal blow. And ever since the PLO was
on retreat. Finally when driven out of its opera-
tional bases in Lebanon following the tragedies
of Sabra and Shatilla the PLO lost much of its
bites and the Palestinian cause was lost in the
maze of an intra-Arab feud. Then in the wake of
Iran-lraq war Iran replaced Israel as the princi-
pal adversary of the Arabs and the PLO cause was
given the lowest priority by its Arab patrons.

At that critical juncture it was in fact the In-
lifada starting in late 1987 in the occupied area
of the West Bank and Gaz whiEP rovided ke
political bargaining chip %ﬁr Ara alplﬂ CATITY myj
with his struggle for Palestinian state. With the
Intifada also going out of steam Arafat had little
in his hand to redeem his pledges to create an in-
dependent state in the entire area which was
then Israel and territories occupied by her.
Meanwhile, Israel was finding the occupation
rather costly both in financial and diplomatic
terrn. An outright annexation of the occupied
area was also fraught with grave risks while she
was, at the same time, overly averse to o Pales-
tinian state. Israel was also bearing the stigma
of being a 'pariah’' sta*~ aficr the UNGA passed
resolution in 1975 condemning her blatant
Zionism. Under these circumstances she was al-
ready considering some arrangements for the
Palestinians — may be in the form of autonomy
— in the occupied area to contain the adverse
criticism of the international community. In
1991 Madrid Peace Conference on the Middle
East came as a great relief to Israel for giving
shape to her designs in the occupied area with
even lesser price than thought earlier. The spotty
freedom for the Palestinians in the West Bank —
being negotiated for over five years — onl
proves that Israel has been able to resolve muc
of her problems in the occupied area almost at
Nno price.

On Arafat's part he exhausted all his winning
cards with the end of the Cold War which was
decisively won by the West and its allies that in-
cluded also Israel. The Arab governments lost
their Soviet benefactor. Irag, the new centre of
Arab resistance was thrashed in the battle field.
Under the trauma of the Gulf war most of the
Arab governments came {o accept lIsrael. as a

‘without reasons. Because the way Israel is

facilitate imple-
mentation’ of an
agreement signed in 1995. The process would
resume now from where it was three years before
but with stringent conditions this time for the
Palestinians. Some 3 per cent of the returned
land is to be so-called 'nature reserve' — a smoke
screen for creating a buffer zone at Palestinians’
cost. The US would assume an unprecedented and
apparently a controversial role as security
uarantor with CIA stepping in as a permanent
actor in the area. It would in all probability
play a partisan role in assuaging Israel's sense of
insecurity of a state at its doorstep for the
Palestinians who are yet to strike off all
references to the destruction of Israel in their
charter. According to Wye agreement. [srael
could turn over only additional 13 per cent of
land to the Palestinian Authority. Later another
14 per cent will pass over to the Palestinians
bringing a total to 40 per cent of the occupied
territory under their full or partial control. How,
when and with what all territories of
Palestinian state would — if at all — emerge
remain opaque in the agreement. There is also
no timetable as the agreements are based more
on hopes, goodwill of the parties involved and
their internal politics. Particularly, Israel has
so far shoved back the deadlines several times,

Given these developments the Palestinians
seemn today further away from their pros of
achieving the statehood they have been dream-
ing of. However, an aging and ailing Arafat
caught between pressures at home and limita-
tion imposed on him by the peace-brokers is
bent upon declaring a Palestinian state next Ma{
if there is no permanent agreement with Israe
by then. His public pronouncement in this re-
gard is oddly in conflict not only with the ground
DRSS o s3' 5% Wit U RSt P oHTtculdEs
in reaching a [inal status agreement. Both Israel
and the PLO have been going round and round
the mulberry bush for last five years with regard
to the minor aspects of the total problem. Can
the much more difficult hurdless like those of
statehood, refugees. border, settlements and
Jerusalem be overcome in next six months? If
not and if the threats of Arafat and Netanyahu's
forceful public reaction to them come true after
the expiry of interim period only conceivable
outcome will be an inevitable armed clash be-
tween the two plunging the region in a conflagra-
tion of much wider scale and dashing the dream
of a Palestinian statehood for indefinite period
of time.

Whatever optimism the signing ceremony of
Wye Accord might have generated in Washington
it was not much in’evidence either in Israel or
territories under Palestinian Authority. The
neutral observers are unanimous that tﬁe Wye
deal will make little headway in its acceptance
by the bulk of Palestinians who have since lost
faith in Arafat. The majority of the Palestini-
ans, particularly the younger generation, believe
that neither independence nor statehood lies on
the road being followed by Arafat and his cor-
rupt colleagues. Their suspicion is not entirely
ui-
etly creating realities on the ground ensures that
a future Palestinian state, even if given, will
consist of little more than some disconnected
dots isolated from each other. The Palestinian
anxiety is succinctly summed up by Sheikh Ah-
mad Yasin, Hamas' spiritual leader: "Gaza is
separated from the West Bank, Hebron is sepa-
rated from Nablus. Practically speaking we are
in a situation that does not make it possible for
an active or independent Palestinian entity."
And if that situation persists the Palestinians
will unfortunately continue to remain in a dias-

pora.

the lormation of CHT regional

C psace council Expl ? plE e
agreement Sir. | see that the Minister
Sir. After a long spell of sus- 0. H. Kabir Md. Nasim made headlines (D5
pense, darkness and apprehen- 6. Hare Street 13/11), by asking Khaleda Zia
sion it is now coming to light  Wari, Dhaka-1203 to vacate her Cantonment resi-
that both AL government lead- DV 2000 dence. I'll leave the details of
ers and PCJSS leaders made . _ her occupation for the govern-
some unwritten agreement with Sir. By handling the hude ment to sort out, but I'd defi-

each other while signing the
much publicised historic CHT
peace agreement. And so PCJSS
leader Shantu Larma has fallen
into difficulties and he has re-
fused to accept the formation of
CHT regional council.

Both the government leaders
and the PCJSS leaders are to be
blamed for playing a ‘hide and
seek’ policy and both sides are
at fault for making unwritten
agrecinent on oan issue ol na-

tional interest without any
knowledge and information of
the people.

For the sake of accountabil-
ity and transparency and also
in the greater interest we would
request the AL government
leaders and the PCJSS leaders
to publish the unwritten agree-
ment and to make a fresh re-
vised peace agreemenl accept-
able to all concerned.

We appreciate the policy of
our government not Lo bow
down before any threal or pres-
sure of PCJSS leader and nol to
hold any lurther talks with him
unless the PCJUSS leaders accepl

rush for sending DV-2000 ap-
plications. Bangladesh Posial
Department has earned a huge
amount of money. According to
a press report about 15 lakh
people have mailed their appli-
cations. I[ we calculate the
amount at the rate of Tk 18 as
postal charge per letter. then
the amount earned by the postal

department stands at Tk
2.70,00000.
Well. my intention behind

making the above calculation is
to point out that our postal de-
partment has earned quite a lot
of money. But unfortunately the
postal service including condi-
tion of post-offices. delivery
system and the plight ol the
postal employees are not im-
proving in the same way.

So. 1 would sincerely request
the government to utilise the
earnings of the postal depart-
ment lor improving the overall
postal service and system in the
country.

M Zahidul Haque
BAIl. Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhalea-1207

nitely like to see Minister
Nasim make good on his state-
ment, and [ quote, "It is our re-
sponsibility, as an elected gov-
ernment, to recover public
property from illegal occupa-
tion’.

How about taking on the
"low profile” cases. We all know
the ones, the illegally en-
croachments in Gulshan and
Dhanmandi, the illegal struc-
tures coming up on public
roads, the unauthorised party
offices on public land, need I
say more? Why are there no
strong commitments to recover
public property, restore
Dhaka's Master Plan, and put
the responsible people behind
bars? Maybe because these have
all gone to various parti
cronies and businessmen wit
rart}r ties, all with RAJUK's col-
usion?

Let's drop the hypocrisy.
solve these problems, and then
go lor others.

Sadat Omar
Dhaka



