; @ Ax10M TECHNOLOGIES LTD.

oo ooid b e ll a Il H Il t'
. 7-13 Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi,Dhaka-1209
| URL: www.agni.net/axiom

91 -8, Fax: 9128359 |
Ph:nn'?aiﬁ ai?n?@dhak::gmmm DHAKA SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1998 Email:

sosoor APTECH enoiiment

- [ '._w H_ll }_ ) .
Kakrail Center; Metropolitan Scout Bhaban, 54 Inner
Circular Rd., Dhaka. @: 839091, 837357: Fax 833816

Uttara Center; House-1/A, Road-4, Sector-4, Uttara
Mode Town, Dhaka. & 017-534908

: 7-13 Satmasijid Road (4th floor),
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka. ¥: 9128354-8; Fax: 9128359

dssports@bdonline.com

- e —— e

| Premier Division clubs face monetary problem

Colmn

DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT Arthur Robert Ashe, Jr

was the first black player to
win a major men's tennis
tournament.

Ashe's important tennis ti-
tles include the US national in-
tercollegiate (1965), the US
clay-court (1967), and the first
US Open (1968). In 1969 he be-
came a professional tennis
p]ager. He won the Wimbledon
and the World Court champi-
onships in 1975 and the Aus-
tralian Open doubles champi-
onship 1977. He also served as a
United States Army Reserve.

Born in Richmond, Virginia,
in 1943, Ashe was, however,
plagued by health problems.
Ashe survived heart surgery in
1979 and announced his re-
tirement from competition in
1980. He served as non-playing
captain of the US Davis Cup
team from 1981 to 1984. During
his second ass operation in
1983, it is likely that he was
given blood tainted with HIV,
which causes AIDS. After ac-
knowledging his disease, he be-
came an active fundraiser and
speaker on behalf of AIDS re-
search.

Ashe left us in 1993, but not
before he wrote Days of Grace: A
Memoir the sanie year.

SPORTS TALK
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Rahul Dravid
(Indian middle-order bals-
man)

- 1 like readi
Binghogd s e A
z . I'm quite a voraciolls
reader and lay rr'g.? hand on all
kinds books a magazines.
Normally at any particular
point of time | always have a
book or a magazine in hand and
I just find that relaxes me more
than watching television. As
far as listening to music is con-
cerned, I've nothing in ticu-
lar. I listen w slow English rock
like Stinyg or Phil Collins and
Chris d uh.
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Competition-107

/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Tily Stur
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Nov 27 '98, and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Which country lifted the Wills |

and listen

International Cup? - |
S Africa | W Indies India
2 | Whoscored highest number of runs
in the Wills Cup? )
Kallis Cronje Wallac: |
3 | Who topped batting a in th:
Ban -West Indies A One
day series? '
Reifer | Akram | Javed
4 | Which team emerged champion in
: the national age-group swimming?
Khulna  |N'ganj Kushtia
5| Whowill lead Bangladesh at Asian
Games hockey tournament?
. Mamun Sadek Kamal

aEsdsdisaaEsdSadddbRiRlEREEEdd An AR BAEREREEE

Class ......... Roll No. ..........
School Address

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii LEREE S LR

s ag BEsde REEE PR

ofihg jodl wiEn N

Vajpayee
Pakistan

JAIPUR, Nov 21: Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee toda
said the government woul
ensure that the Pakistani
cricket team was not obstructed
while playing in India during
its coming tour, reports PTI.

The t would see to
it that no organisation or indi-
vidual was able to obstruct the
Pakistani cricketers, he said
taking a different line from the
one advocated by Shiv Sena
Chief Bal Thackeray.

The Prime Minister's asser-
tion at a press conference here
came a day after Thackeray re-
iterated his threat not to allow
the Pakistani team to play

anywhere in the country.

Speculations rife about
cricketers’ transfer

With the inter-club crick-
eters’ transfer only four days
away, speculations are rife in
the stadium arena over which
players are switching to which
club. Surprisingly though, most
of the leading clubs were yet to
make any significant move
ahead of the much-awaited
bourse.

The reason behind this, as
several club officials claimed,
was the financial problem th
are facing because of unbridled
demand from the players. It was
learnt that even a mediocre
player was asking for not less
than taka 3 lakh, let alone the
undisclosed claim of heavy-
weights like Akram and
Aminul Islam.

Nevertheless, most of the
leading clubs have started talk-
ing with the plavers to strike
reasonable deals.

Apparently, Surjo Tarun
Club, an average Premier league
outfit made the first move to
produce a tille—asﬁiring side
this year. The Dhanmondi-
based club made attempts to
rope in players from giants in
the league, holders Abahani
Krira Chakra, runners-up
Brothers Union, Kalabagan,
Biman and Mohammedan
Sporting Club.

The new leviathans have so
far succeeded in convincing
Biman opener Athar Ali Khan
and Kalabagan's left-armer
Enamul Haqg. Abahani, mean-
while, have reportedly captured

Sports Reporter

a big fish from their arch rivals
Mohammedan by eluding right-
arm seamer Hasibul Hossain,
also known Shanto. Most other
clubs. however. are trying to
keep their previous teams in-
tact.

Mohammedan, who have
just formed their new cricket
committee, are keen to retain
the services of captain Aminul
Islam, Minhazul Abedin, Mo-
hammed Rafique and Morshed
Ali Khan -- the four players
bracketed in the national pool.

According to BCB by-law,
each club can sign up to five
playvers listed in the national
pool.

“We are trying hard to retain
the same side. But we might give
second thoughts if the demands
of the players are too high,”
said the cricket secretary of
Mohammedan SC, Lutfar Rah-
man Badal. last night. Elabo-
rating, Badal said that the
might produce a team wit
young players if the situation so
demanded.

“For the last two years we
have been making the best pos-
sible team. But we have failed
miserably.” said Badal. Mo-
hammedan, a popular outfit in
the domestic circuit. finished
sixth and fifth in the last two
Seasorns.

Badal however said that this
time they were looking for a
new captain. It was learnt that
Mohammedan might appoint
Minhazul Abedin as captain in
place of Aminul Islam.

The Kalabagan secretary
Alam Chowdhury and Brothers
Union's official Abid also
hoped to retain their respective
teams that played last season.
Both, however, expressed their
concern about the present fi-
nancial condition of the clubs.

Brothers expect Khaled
Mahmud to don the captain's
arm-band to lead a side that
will be a blend of youth and ex-
perience.

Kalabagan were yet to make
up their mind about a new cap-
tain in place of Saiful Islam,
who is most likely to be re-
placed as skipper.

It appears that Akram will
stick to his Abahani. even if not

- as captain, which position is

rumoured to be offered to
Khaled Masud Pilot or Naimur
Rahman Durjoy. Mohammedan
in revenge of losing Hasibul
Hossain, will try to pull a bi

one from Abahani. Minhazu

Abedin, although tipped as MSC
skipper, is making the Surjo
Tarun team. Enamul Haque
Moni has deserted Kalabagan in
favour of Surjo Tarun. Athar
Ali is also likely to join Surjo
Tarun from Biman. There is
still a shadow of doubt whether
Aminul Islam will continue in
Mohammedan without the tag
of captaincy.

The rumours, the acquisi-
tions and the losses will con-
tinue to fill the air. All will,
however, be revealed come the
transfer time -- November 25-
27.

——

Healy, Waugh lord over the Gabba

BRISBANE. Nov
21: Australia ra-
llied around cen-
turies by Steve

Hosts t1
1

L._i lan Healy (134)

and a ‘éprighﬂ}r unbeaten half-

cenlu by Damieg F i
'la& gn*rnl%ﬁhg lﬁ?.{fhﬁ
cricket Test Saturday against
England, reports AP.

After some strong lower-or-
der batting had propped Aus-
tralia to 485 :al{1 out at the
Gabba, fast bowler Glenn Mc-
Grath removed opener Mike
Atherton for nought, his fourth
against Australia, to have Eng-
land on 53 for one at stumps on
the second day.

England's first task at hand
will be to score 286 runs to
avoid the follow-on.

Mark Butcher, who had
managed nine runs in his pre-
vious five first-class innings on
tour, and the in-form Nasser
Hussain were unbeaten on 23
runs apiece.

McGrath lived up to his pre-
match promise and removed
the former captain in his third
over. Playing half forward to a
full length delivery, Atherton
edged a catch to Mark Waugh at
second slip.

" It was the 10th time McGrath

.has dismissed him in eight

Tests.

Steve and Healy made full
use of wayward bowling, field-
ing lapses and good fortune to
resurrect a sagging innings that
had dip to 106 for four and
178 for five on the first day.

With the discipline and the
line and length that highlighted
the tourists effort on the first
day lacking, the overnight pair
of Steve and Healy condemned
the visitors in what would a
match-winning 187-run stand
in almost six hours.

After Steve's dismissal soon
after lunch, the tail wagged
frustratingly as the last three
wickets contributed 125 runs to
pile the misery on the England
attack.

Australia, resuming the day
on 246 for five, went from
sirength to strength as the two
senior batsmen. both pla
their 107th Tests, hammer
centuries.

Both batsmen, aided by
dropped catches on the first
evening, deftly caned the four-
pronged e attack to take
Australia to 348 for five at
lunch.

Local hero Healy dominated
the stand with his fourth cen-
tury and the second against
England. Healy took charge af-
ter Wa was smartly caught
behind off a hard-working Alan
Mullally.

Mullally, playing his first
test in 22 IIIEIIJ'lﬂ;’FE or England
since J:la:ﬂng against New
Zealand in Auckland in Jan-

1997, returned a career-
best 5-105 in his 10th Test.

The left-arm seamer gave
England a long-awaited break-
through when he slanted a de-
livery across Steve, who duly
edged it to wicketkeeper Alec
Stewart in the sixth over after
lunch.

Steve's 16th century lasted
30 minutes over five hours and
included 13 boundaries off 232
balls.

Healy rode his luck for his
second century against Eng-
land. Drop on 36, Healy

yed on to Darren Gough on

2. but the ball failed to dis-
lodge a bail, compounding Eng-
land's agony on the second
morning.

Fleming. 71 not out, his

AR

highest first-class score, took
liking to some half-hearted
England bowling.

He smashed 11 boundaries
in showing scant respect to the
opposition, added 55 runs for
llge eighth wicket with Healy,
and in the company of Stuart
MacGill (25) and McGrath (five),
another 25 and 45 runs for the
last two wickets.

Fleming lasted for 133 min-

THERE SHE GOES:

watches 1n awe.

ghten th

‘rr

Australian

eir grip

utes and faced 108 balls.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the
second day of the first cricket
Test between Australia and
England at the Gabba on Satur-
day:

"AUSTRALIA: 1st innings

[overniight 426 for five}
Taylor ¢ Hussain b Cork 46
Slater ¢ Butcher b Mullally 16

Langer lbw b Gough 8
M Waugh c Stewart b Mullally 31

S Waugh ¢ Stewart b Mullallyl12
Ponting ¢ Butcher b Cork 21

Healy ¢ Mullally b Fraser 134

Kasprowicz ¢ Stewart b

Mullally 0
Fleming not out 71

MacGill ¢ Stewart b Mullally 20
McGrath ¢ Atherton b Croft 5
Extras: (Ib-14: w-1. nb-6) 21
Total: (all out in 158 overs) 485
Fall of wkts: 1-30: 2-59: 3-

106: 4-106: 5-178; 6-365. 7-365:
B-420:; 9-445,
Bowler O M R W
{}u:mEn 34 4 135 1
Caor 31 6 98 2
Mullally 40 10 105 5
Croft 23 6 56 1
Fraser 28 7 76 1
Ramprakash 2 1 2 0
ENGLAND: lst Innings
Butcher not out 23
Atherton ¢ M Waugh b McGrath 0O
Hussain not out 23
Extras: (Ib-6, nb-1) Vi
Total: (for one wicket in
19 overs) 53

Fall of wkis: 1-11.

To bat: Alec Stewart, Gra-
ham Thorpe, Mark Ram-
prakash, Dominic Cork, Robert
Croft, Darren Gnu%h, Angus,

Fraser, Alan Mullally.

Bowler O M R W
McGrath 7 2 k3 o
Fleming 7 2 20 0
Kasprowicz 4 1 14 O
MacGill 1 1 0 O

.....

Steve Waugh

The Bangabandhu Stadium — for cricket and for football!

watchas. his lofted shot sailh
during his match saving 112 yesterday at the Gabba. England captain

BFF to get
$250000 from
FIFA

Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion (BFF) will receive a grant of
250.000 US dollars from the
world soccer body FIFA in five
installments before the next
football World Cup in 2002.

The BFF will get the first in-
stallment of 50,000 dollars
within the next two months,
federation general secretary
Harun-ur-Rashid, MP, told UNB
yesterday.

The BFF general secretary,
who returned home Friday after
attending the FIFA media
committee meeting on Wednes-
day in Zurich., Switzerland,
said FIFA president Joseph
Blatter assured him about the
timely despatch of the grant.

Blatter announced during
the FIFA Congress in France
earlier this year that a part of
FIFA's earning from the World
Cup football will be given to
support the least developed soc-
cer playing countries.

The FIFA media committee
meeting, chaired by Blazer
Chuck of USA, was participated
by 11 members.

The meeting discussed the
media facilities and media ac-
creditation problems in the
France World Cup 98

Harun-ur-Rashid also ap-
pealed to FIFA to arrange
sending of teams from leading
soccer countries to the Asian
and South Asian countries
where football 15 lagging behind
amid rising popularity of some
other games. :

Mclean’s
memorable
match

BLOEMFONTEIN, Scuth Af-
rica. Nov 21 [Reuters/Internet):
Nixon MclLean took a career-
best 7-28 on Saturday as the
West Indies dismissed Free
State for just 67 on the second
day of their four-day tour
match.

West Indies, all out for 316
earlier in the day in their first
innings, chose not to follow on.

Wicketkeeper-batsman
Morne van Wyk was the only
Free Stater to reach double fig-
ures ending not out on 32. Ex-
tras provided the next biggest
contribution with eight.

McLean, who shared the new
ball with Curtly Ambrose, took
his first wicket with his first
delivery when HKosie Venter
fended the ball to Stuart
Williams at third slip.

After that it was all down-
hill to 32-8 and then all out for
67 with only Van Wyk able to
resist.

=

BpFF .
across the ropes
Alec Stewart
—AFP photo

— Star photo

The Bangabandhu Stadium debate

The CriFoo Confrontation
and playing in the jail

If at the end of this peace I
appear to the reader as a person
confused, he shall be forgiven
tor truly I am. | too beg to be
forgiven, _

Dhaka sport, and to that ex-
tent (alphabetically mentioned)
cricket and fynnthall in
Bangladesh, is now embroiled
in the disputation over the use
of the Bangabandhu Stadium,
hitherto used by even gargan-
tuan wrestlers (or so they called
themselves] from the banks of
the Indus; or was it Ravi?

| grew up also seeing athlet-
iCs, tu:{ing [including the Mo-
hammad Ali spectacle], cricket,
foutball, tattoo show and vol-
leyball, all being held at the
stadium. My forefathers in the
sport arena, and there are more
than the number of my pgrey
hair. will vouch that there were
indeed many other events, even
excluding the non-sporting
ores.

As a child., who's every
sporting dream was caught in
this one big circle, it is difficult
for ine to simply catapult one
into the obscurity of political
indecision. Football, if any-
thing, was never centrifugal; it
was the Dhaka stadium. Ironi-
cally, the Foolball Federation
organised the Bangabandhu
Cup there long before some body
thought of naming the stadium
Bangabandhu.

If hockey is noticeably miss-
ing from the list mentioned, it
is because of its special place in
my seal of passion. For that is
the game [ had played for the
majestic Mohammedan S[]i‘rc}rt-
ing on that very soil. Well, we
scored only one goal in one
whole season and that too from
my stick. In a way [ was the
‘'only scorer' for MSC that year,
It obviously did not win us the
Dhaka league, but canvassin
on that note won me the BU
Hall elections.

There are two sides in this
Bangabandhu debate, and | do
not mean politically.

One viewpoint is that if
cricket and football could coex-
ist for forty years on this
ground why cannot that happen
now. As a matter of fact, at one
time there were two football
pitches sandwiching a single
cricket pitch in the middle.
Those advocating for football
have now pledged not to damnage
the central four of the eight
cricket pitches prepared very
expensively on the occasion of

Nizamuddin Ahmed

the Wills International Cup. In-
cidentally, The BCB has till
now kept mum oOver press
claims that ground preparation
cost them Taka.one crore and a
half.

So, if half the pitches, the
best four, are saved what is the
problem? Barristers of the pro-
cricket lobby say that football
boots will damage the entire
outfield with their boots, and
heavy tackles. So vulgar would
be the damage on Ravl Shastri's
‘lush green carpet’ that several
inches of the ground may have
to be dug and redone to make it
good and ready for the next
cricket invasion. Reference:
nine Tes! teams.

That is not all, goes on the
cricket fans. Bangladesh have
qualified for the first time in
any world event by proving
worthy to play against the
might of the game at England’s

"World Cup 99 And. our:crick- =
eters need to play ot thatd

ground uninterrupted to make
themselves ready for the bi
event in May next. This in itself
is the Deo favente argument in
favour of BCB.

Relentless football fan: But,
why cannot our national crick-
eters practise and prepare at the
very lovely BUET ground, in-
ternationalised for the Wills? If
it was good for the Cronjies and
the Laras it should be good for
anybody.

Adamant cricket fan: But
what about the cricket league?
That is where our boys will
build their temperament. And
then there is the international
tournament in March, as part
of our World Cup preparation...

I think this time the foot-
ballers are out caught in the
cold.

Actually, nothing succeeds
like success., Cricket has the
ACC and the 1CC and again the
ACC and the West Indies A ...
Football has wvery little or

nal:llght.

ake for instance the SAF
football Gold. We have tried
very hard on five or six occa-
sibns and despite being
favourites every time the re-
gional championship has re-
mained elusive. To add to the
ainny of local fans, once at
Dhaka we were last among the
seven teams. A win there would
have served as football's
spinach. This difference be-
tween the two games, football
and cricket, is to a great extent

To Goa or not to

BFF protests SAF
grouping

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh have made an
official protest regarding the
grouping of the forthcoming

South Asian Federation
(SAF) football cham tunuhil:).
billed for an April 17 start in
the Indian city of Goa.

This was disclosed by
Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion (BFF) general secretary
Harun-ur Rashid .MP at his of-
fice at the Bangabandhu Na-

tional Stadium yesterday.
“We have been put in a group

along with India and Pakistan
for the first round. This isn't
fair and we have asked the SAF
to change the grouping,” said
Harun, adding that a letter has
already been sent to this effect
on November 6.

“Look at the other group,
they have put thiee lowly sides-
- ﬁ:&pal. grt Lanka and Mal-
dives -- there,” said a visibly
upset Harun.

Harun also revealed that the
venue of the biennial meet
might be shifted from Goa to ei-
ther Calcutta or Trivandarum
in Kerala. :

] had a discussion with the

All India Football Federation

(AIFF) president Priyarajan
Dasmunshi in Zurich last week
and he informed me that the
AIFF was actively considering

changing the venue to draw
larger crowds.

"Any way everything de-
nds on the sponsors who are
een to hold the tourney in

Goa,” added Harun.

Asian Marketing Company,
a Bangkok-based business
house, are sponsoring the meet.

e mm o — =l

HARUN-UR-RASHID

Meanwhile, BFF will sit in
an emergency meeting' tomor-
row Monday to finalise its cal-
endar after being assured by the
Sports Minister that the
Bangabandhu Stadium will be
used for football from April 25.

of “performance” and “non-per-
formance”.

In case many of you did not
notice, the crowds at the last
Bangabandhu Cup in December
1997 was much thinner than
expected. The Mexican waves
never took place. The foot-
ballers, locals and foreign,
failed to appeal to the common
fan. And of course, most of us
remember that the last Mo-
hammedan-Abahani football

match at Mirpur Stadium drew
only five thousand.

To add to woe of local foot-
ball, nowadays we see too much .
world-class football on satellite
television. Our standard or even
of the teams, which visit us, is
nowhere near that. Football is
not unpopular, as France '98
will testify, only we have failed
to catch up with its meteoric as-
cent. '

At one time the icons of a

-Bangalee cHild weérze, Pele, Best,
Bechenbauwer, Gutlit, Rossi,
Maradgna,.. Today, their
dreams are filled by Tendulkar,
Jayasurya, Alridi...

The satellite television has
done more harm to football. It
has made cricket popular to the
housewife even and the casual
sport fan. For it goes on all day
and even nights, you can watch
it between running chores;
there are statistics to remember
and records to break, etc. Foot-
ball but lasts for a vigorous 90
minutes.

And so the general public is
quite hap[zr to see cricket at
Bangabandhu and not that
greatly upset by football's ab-
sence. But, indeed football was
once the heart and soul of this
very stadium. That is what
pains a common sports [an as
me.

Indeed, foothall has a lol of
homework to do before it can
get back to the heights of its
glorious past.

To do justice in view of the

~ circumstances leading up to

this CriFoo confrontation, it is
right that cricketers should be
allowed to prepare for the World
Cup at the Bangabandhu unin-
terrupted till April-May. We do
not want any excuses after-
wards, that we could not do this
and that because we did not
have the stadium to ourselves.

As soon as the cricketers
leave for London, the stadium
will be given to football for its
local and international events,
albeit for four months. In the
meantime, football should be-

in their grafting programme
.by starting some programine at
the deserted Mirpur stadium.
For heaven's sake, use Samir
Shakir, the Iranian coach emni-
loyed by BFF. Give him some
oys at Mirpur.

BFF should also immedi-
ately launch a marketing pro-
gramme. Football needs to
reach the common man, But
how?

The National Sports Council
should at this moment evolve
an annual calendar, which
would allow thereafter the
Bangabandhu stadium to be
used by both football and

cricket, The NSC should specif
the time-sharing follow it

strictly.

In the meantime the much-
publicised scheme for new sta-
diums_ should be urgently pur-
sued. There is no alternative to
more grounds and stadiums,

How about a new playground
at the present Jail premises
when the prison is shifted, so
we heard, to Joydebpur? Foot-
ball and cricket can then be
played in their respective sta-
dium and we can have Banga-
bandhu Stadium for the usual
tattoo show.

Rumi, Mokammel
in TT final

Masud Ahmed Rumi and
Faisal Mokammel moved into
the table tennis final of the
Jatiya Press Club's 44th found-
ing anniversary sports compe-
tition yesterday. reports BSS.

In the semifinals, Rumi beat
Lutfur Rahman Binu 21-14, 21-
10 while Faisal defeated Quazi
Rawnak Hossain 21-11, 16-21
and 21-19.




