6 The Duily Stur

Several MQM members
arrested in Karachi

KARACHI, Nov 21: Armed
police on Saturday arrested
several members of an ethnic
party, hours after the prime
_minister suspended civil rights
-in Sindh province and ordered
the army to curb violence in
Karachi, its troubled main city,
reports AP,

In an overnjght raid, police
surrounded a hostel run by the
ethnic Muttahida Qami Move-
ment (MQM) in Karachi's Aziz-
abad neighbourhood and ar-
rested several of its members,
including two lawmakers of the
Sindh provincial assembly.

The raid came just hours af-
.ter Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif ordered the army to help
curb violence in the southern
province. Sharif also ordered
the setting up of military courts
in Karachi to try "terrorists and
criminals" — a move the MQM
says is targeting only its own
ethnic group.

The MQM, a former ally of
Sharif, speaks for the political
and economic rights of Urdu
speakers who migrated from
India at independence from
Britain in 1947 and their de-
scendants.

The party, formerly known
as the Mohajir Qami Move-
ment, has controlled the city
for more than a decade.

More than 1,000 ple have
died in political and religious
violence in Karachi, Pakistan's
financial and commercial cen-
Lre.

"They (police) barraged into
the hostel late in the night and
started beating our pecﬂFle,“
Hasan Musana, a QM
spokesman, told The Associ-
ated Press.

Last month Sharif dis-
missed the elected Sindh
provincial overnment of
which the MQM was a major
coalition partner and instituted
direct federal rule in an attempt
to stop violence in Karachi.

Sharif has accused the MQM
of most of the bloodletting, and
hold it responsible for the mur-
der of former governor Hakim
Said.

The MQM denies the charge
and blames Sharif for "state-
sponsored violence” against its
members.

The MQM is fighting with its
splinter faction, the MQM
Hagqiqi. Hundreds of people
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oodin g claims 16 in Vietnam: a
Ea?s.l 16 people have di

ed in the third bout of serious flooding to
hit central Vietnam in a month, local officials said Saturday.
The death toll was expected to rise as more reports filtered in,

AP reports from Hanoi.

Tropical Storm Dawn dumped up to 350 millimetres of rain
on the area Thursday and Friday. That submerged large swaths
of land and inundated thousands of houses. Roads and
communications to many villages were cut off.

Duma mﬂnm Illlllﬂ&'ed: A leading

liberal independent member of Russia's state Duma lower house
of parliament was found murdered late on Friday, Reuters

reports form St Petersbur
Galina Starovoitova,

§2 was murdered in St Petersburg.

Itar-Tass news agency, citing law enforcement sources, said the

murder occurre

ouftside Starovoitova's home on the banks of

the Griboyevev Canal in the centre of the city. Guns were found

on the scene
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Two-year-old Sandra Rodriguez looks at posters demanding
"Trial and Punishment to Pinochet" during a lawsuit
against former dictator Gen Augusto Pinochel, charging
him with mistreatment, at the Court of Appeals in
Santiago, Chile, Friday. In a separate case, Britain's
highest court will announce next week whether Pinochet
has immunity from arrest and can leave Britain.

— AP/UNB photo

13 massacred in Colombia: A ieast 13

men were killed by a suspected right wing death squad in a
mountain village in northwest Colombia, local authorities said
on Friday, Reuters reports from Bogota.

Luis Fernando Restrep, mayor of Yolombo. near where the
massacre took place, said the bodies of two peasants were found
on Thursday and the other corpses were discovered early on
Friday in two outlying villages. He gave few other details of the

attac

but said all the victims had been shot several times. "We

have information that those responsible for the massacre were
paramilitary gunmen,” Restrepo told local media.
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The toll

1,600 hurt in China gllakm:
rom the twin earthquakes in southwest China rose to

two dead and nearly 1,600 injured yesterday with a further 200
casualties reported, officials said, AFP reports from Beijing.

The latest injuries were in Yanyuan county, Sic

uaril

province, which was isolated when the temblors knocked out
all communications with the region. "We have 22 people seri-
ously injured, including three in critical condition. There were
178 people who suffered light injuries,” a civil affairs bureau
official said. Nearly 2,000 people were left homeless who had (o
spend the night out in freezing temperatures. "We are making
housing arrangements for them today," she said.

Vietnam executes 2 sm

Kong men have been executed by a ﬁri:}_% s%uad after
0

T.m» Hong

beii:g convicted of drug-trafficking charges in

ugglers:
hi Minh

City, the city Police newspaper reported Saturday, AP reports

from Hanoi.

Chan Chung Hung Sam My, 38, and Sun Chi Kin, 36, were
arrested at the city’'s Tan Son Nhat airport on March 15, 1996,
while carrﬁin 9.05 kg of heroin each in suitcases. Chan and

Sun, who

eld fake Portugese passports, arrived from Bangkok

in transit to Belgium and Netherlands, the paper said.

have died in killings between
these two groups in recent

months.

The human rights %gups
and opposition parties Friday
criticised the decision to sus-
pend civil rights and call the
army (o help the government.

[t is a mini-martial law. The
government has no justifica-
tion of taking such a harsh
step,” said Senator Igbal Haider
of the opposition Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party.

But Sharif said the move is

~in the interest of the city and
the country.

"We want to get Karachi out
of this hell," he said.

He said military courts are
needed in Sindh because "the
terrorists threatened witnesses,
udges and their families" and

ave paralysed the justice sys-
tern,

Sharif said military courts
reach decisions much more
quickly than civilian courts, in
"days, not weeks and months."

In civilian courts, the gov-
ernment says criminals easily
get bail. The decision of a mili-

tary court cannot be challenged
in a civilian court.
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Greeted by residents, Palestinian police officers wave their rifles as they ride into the

International
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West Bank town of Qabaitieh following an Israeli pullback Friday. Israeli troops pulled
out of parts of the northern West Bank Friday, fulfilling the first step of the new mideast

peace accord.

—AP/UNB photo
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latest ME peace accord

JERUSALEM, Nov 21:
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said Friday that she
believed Israel and the Pales-
}inians would implement t;*:ht
atest CEe ac : at
Israel pt'f:d begun w]'.tmmlg thdrawing
troops from the West Bank as

us

with Israel television that she
had just spoken by with
Prime inister Benjamin
Netanyahu about the with-
2 L for seity e
-for-security agreement
signed Oct 23 in W ;

Israel transferred 9.1
cent of the West Bank to or
partial Palestinians control
earlier in the day as Em-t of a
three-phase pullback to be
completed by the end of Jan-
uary. Israel captured the West
Bank from J in 1967.

"I think that we need to see
this in a positive way in the fact
that things are actually ha

ning that ople thought
would not happen.,” Albright
said.

The secr of state ad-
monished Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders against making
Emvncatjv: statement as they

ad earlier in the week.

Israeli Forei Minister
Ariel Sharon had called on
Jewish settlers "to move, to run,
to grab more hills, expand the
territory” in the West Bank to
prevent the lands from being
transferred to the Palestinians.

Palestinians leader Yasser
Arafat said Handa! that "our
rifles are ready” to take
Jerusalem. :

Both Sharon and Arafat
later retracted or clarified their
statements.

told the television
that there was "too much
rhetoric” from both sides.

"It's very important to look
at tl;;ﬂngacﬂnuu. m actions
are very ina -
tive direction.”" she added. po

The accord worked out
at the Plantation in Mary-
land also details several Pales-
tinian actions against anti-Is-

raeli militants and incite-
ments,

The Israeli Cabinet oved
Friday's withdrawal y after

verif that the Palestinian
Authority had begun to carry
out several of the security mea-
sures.

The Memorandum effec-

' almost two s of
g;mnck in the peace prncwm.

Botha won't be
prosecuted on HR
violations due to

lack of evidence

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 21:
The South African government
will not prosecute former
apartheid strongman PW Botha
for human rights violations
committed under his rule due to
lack of evidence, South African
radio reported on Friday, re-
ports Reuters.

"We have no evidence needed
to bring him before a court of
law. We have to prove beyond a
reasonable doubt,” it quoted
Jan d'Oliviera, the deputy direc-
tor of national Prosecutions, as
saying.

In its final report handed to
President Nelson Mandela in

" October, South Africas Truth

and Reconciliation Commis-
sion (TRC) said Botha, 82, was

accountable for oss viola-
tions of human rights commit-
ted on a wide scale during the

period he was president.

Jones no longer
wants apology

from Clinton

LOS ANGELES, Nov 21:
Paula Jones said that she no
longer wants an apology from
President Bill Clinton now that
her sexual harassment lawsuit
against him is settled, reports
AP.

"I wouldn't want an apology
from him anymore," she said
Friday during taping of a
"Roseanne” programme. "It's
empty. It doesn't mean anything
anymore. Because he doesn't
mean it. It doesn't come from
his heart."

The interview was taped a
week after Clinton aF,reed to pay
Jones 850,000 dollar to drop
her lawsuit and end the legal
battle that led to impeachment
hearings against Clinton. The
settlement did not include the
apology Jones sought when she
filed her lawsuit four years ago.

[talian court
frees Kurdish
leader Ocalan

ROME, Nov 21: Kurds and
their supporters danced for joy
after a Rome court granted con-
ditional freedom to a Kurdish
rebel leader detained when he
came to Italy seeking asylum,
reports AP

In Turkey, the response to
Friday's release was outrage.
Turkey's prime minister made
unspecified threats, and rela-
tives of Turkish soldiers killed
fighting Kurdish separatists
urged their government to do
everything necessary to bring
“this murderer” to Turkey.

The Italian court threw out a
Turkish arrest warrant for Ab-
dullah Ocalan under a law bar-
ring extradition in death
penalty cases. The court ordered
Ocalan to stay in Rome, but
Justice Minister Oliviero Dilib-
erto indicated that the rebel
chief would be freed from even
that restriction on Dec 23 if
Germany chose not to pursue
extradition on its own warrant
against him by then.

Clinton, Kim urge N Korea
to abandon N-proliferation

SEOUL, Nov 21: US President
Bill Clinton exhorted North

Korea Saturday to abide by ils
agreements on nuclear
nonproliferation, warning

against "further provocations.”
reports AP.

South Korean President Kim
Dae-jung, appearing at a news
conference with Clinton, joined
in declaring: "We will not toler-
ate any possible attempt by
North Korea to proliferate nu-
clear weapons missiles and

- pther weapons of mass destruc-

tion.”

But both leaders tempered
their warnings with empas-
sioned appeals for the North to
continue dialogue and contacts
with the South.

Clinton said he was struck
by television pictures of South
Koreans crowding a tourist ship
bound for the North. He drew a
contrast with concern over a
massive underground facility
north of Pyongyang which US
officials suspect may be used to
hide a nuclear weaponry pro-
gramme.

"Nothing could ever be put in
that hole in the ground. that
would give the North Koreans as
much advantage, as much
power, as much wealth, as much
happiness. as more of those

ships going up there full of peo-
ple from here.” Clinton said.

Kim, who advocates a "sun-
shine policy” of engagement to-
ward his communist neighbour,
urged North Korea to take steps
to "clear the suspicion” sur-
rounding the underground site
that the United States wants to
inspect. North Korea has de-
manded dirs 300 million sim-
ply for the right to look — a
condition Clinton called unac-
ceptable.

The two presidents spoke af-
ter bilateral talks at South Ko-
rea's presidential Blue House.

The joint news conference
covered a range of other issues,
including efforts to boost the
Korean economy, UN inspec-
tions in Iraq and turmoil in In-
donesia.

Clinton said the United
States would stand behind Ko-
rea's efforts to recover from
economic difficulties.

“l know Korea has endured
much pain and still has a diffi-
cult road to travel,” he said,
adflinpﬁ that Kim "needs the sup-
port of all segments of society.”

Asked about Iraqg, Clinton
responded cautiously to news
indicating that president Sad-
dam Hussein was balking at a
UN request for documents about

its banned weapons pro-
gramme.

"I think it's important we
not overreact here on the first
day.” Clinton said.

As studenl protesiers re-

_turned to the streets of the In-

donesian capital, Clinton
voiced hope that "there will be
no backsliding” on human
rights by the new Indonesian
government, which has
romised to implement re-
orms, including investigation
of human rights abuses, and ef-
forts to scale back the military's
prominent role in politics.

On North Korea, Kim insist-
ing that any nuclear prolifera-
tion would not be tolerated. He
added that "the policy of en-
%agement is the best policy
rom a realistic standpoint and
this ought to be pursued with
consistency.”

Clinton warned that, if
North Korea continues to rebuff
US inspection appeals,
Congress would likely have "a
great reluctance” to continue
provide funds for oil ship-
ments.

‘It would be a sad thing in-
deed if, for no good end over the
long run, the North Koreans
would make it impossible to go
forward," Clinton said.

I_J_§ responds cautiouslz
Iraq fails to turn over
sensitive documents to

UN weapons inspectors

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 21:
Baghdad has balked at turni
over sensitive documents to U
weanns inspectors less than a
week after Iraq's pledge to coop-
erate narrowly averted Ameri-

can airstrikes, rts AP.
[raq's Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Riyadh al-Qaisi told chief

UN weapons inspector Richard
Butler on Friday that many of
the documents Butler rﬂueulgd
this week were des , never
existed or already had been
turned over. Al-Qaisi also
placed conditions on viewing a

particularly contentious Iraqgi
air force document.

The United States maintains
the Iraqi letters are insufficient
responses to Butler's requests
and said Baghdad needs to pro-
vide more information about
its weapons programme. How-
ever, US President Bill Clinton
responded cautiously today
when asked about Iraqi reluc-
tance.

"I think it's important we
not overreact here on the first
day.” he said at a news confer-
ence during his visit to Seoul,
South Korea. "I want to make
sure that I know exactly what

the facts are”, :

The dispute over the docu-
ments was the first glitch be-
tween Iraq and the UN Special
Commission that oversees dis-
armament efforts since Nov 14
— when Baghdad announced it
would reverse its Oct 31 decision
to halt cooperation with the
weapons experts.

The announcement staved
off what US officials have said
were imminent US airstrikes.

Based on Iraq’'s weekend
Blcdgc. Butler sent Iraqgi Deputy
rime Minister Tariq Aziz
three letters this week asking
for documents about its mis-
siles and its chemical and bio-
logical weapons programmes.
Inspectors must certify that
those weapons have been de-
stroyed before the Security
Council will lift sanctions im-
posed after Baghdad's 1990 in-
vasion of Kuwait, which
sparked the Persian Gulf war.
In particular, Butler asked
for an air force diary, which in-
spectors discovered during a
July search but were prevented
from taking, that detailed mu-
nitions destroyed during the
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war.

JAKARTA, Nov 21: Indone-
sian President BJ Habibie and
armed forces chief Gen Wiranto
held peace talks with universit
leaders on Saturday, a week af-
ter bloody street clashes be-
tween soldiers and student
demonstrations in which up to
16 people died, reports AP.

Wiranto and Education Min-
ister Yuwono Sudarsono were
among severn senior ministers
who attended meetings at the
presidential palace with 15
deans from private universities
in Jakarta.

Thousands of students have
swarmed the streets of Indone-
sia’s largest cities in past weeks
demanding greater democratic
reform, Habibie's resignation
and for ex-President Suharto to
be tried for corruption and hu-
man rights abuses.

Up to 16 people were killed
in violent clashes on Nov 13-14,
when soldiers opened fire on
demonstrators trying to march
on Parliament. Police say 13
people died. Hundreds were in-

jured.

The students returned to the

streets unbowed this week.

Blaming him for the deaths,

students are now calling for
Wiranto's resignation.

On Friday, about 1,500
rotesters and family members
aid flowers at Atma Jaya Uni-

versity, the site of the worst of
last week's violence.

In Surabaya. the country's

second-largest city, several

hundred protesters marched on
a government building.

Jakarta's streets were quiet
on Saturday, as student leaders
held strategy meetings and
waited on the outcome of Habi-
bie's meeting with the univer-
sity deans.

Earlier this week, attempts
to march on Parliament and on
Suharto's home in the exclusive
Jakarta suburb where he has
become a virtual recluse since
he quit in May were blocked by
police in riot gear and barbed-
wire barricades.

Photographs of

Picasso's lover
fetch $911,000

PARIS, Nov 21: Photographs
of Dora Maar, who was the
muse and lover of artist Pablo
Picasso from 1936 to 1943,
fetched 5.13 million francs
(about 911,000 dollars) at an
auction here on Friday, Drouot
Auction House said. reports
AFP.

The centre-piece of the sale
which comprised 230 items,
was the "Portrait of Ubu," a sur-
realistic and bizarre work fea-
turing an armadillo foetus,
which the French state acquired
for 350,000 francs (almost
70,000 dollars) for the Georges
Pompidou National Museum of

- Modern Art.

Opinion polls reveal

BJP will be defeated by ES8
Congress in state polls B

NEW DELHI, Nov 21: India’'s
ruling Hindu nationalists are
expected to face devastating de-
feats in make-or-break state
elections next week, according
to opinion polls published to-
day, reports AFP.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee's Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP, Indian People's
Party) will be defeated by thLe
opposition Congress Party in
the November 25 polls, the sur-
veys suggested.

Elections are due in New
Delhi city and the states of Ra-
asthan, Madhya Pradesh and

izoram for local government
for the next five years.

An opinion poll by the 'India
Today' news ne said the
il e

even in a
gryadeah, the only state whcreyit

had been to win.
Another opinion poll, pub-
lished by The Times of India

y
newspaper, ]Eurndictnd a rout for
the IE!-..HJ in New Delhi, saying it
i

would win just 16 of 70 seats
while the Congress would sweep
o0 seats.

Newspapers said the
Congress, which rules Madhya
Pradesh and is the main oppo-
sition party nationally, had
come f{rom behind in the

ﬂprawlinﬁ state after three
! .

weeks of hectic campaigning.

The India Today survey said
the Congress could bag 150 to
165 seats in the 320-member
state legislature and the BJP
133 to 143 seats.

It also predicted a bitter de-
feat for the BJP in the desert
state of Rajasthan and a route
in New Delhi city. Both Ra-
jasthan and New Delhi city are
ruled by the nationalists.

The BJP is a minor player in
Congress-ruled Mizoram in the
far east.

Analysts say a BJP defeat in
the crucial New Delhi, Ra-
jasthan and Madhya Pradesh
elections, or even in just two of

these places, could spark a ma-
jor crisis for the eight-month-
old Vajpayee government.

The Congress has come un-
der intense pressure from the
rest of the opposition to cobble
together an alternative coali-
tion and try to unseat the Hindu
nationalist federal government
after the elections.

The BJP, which faces popu-
lar anger over runaway infla-
tion, says that the ballot cannot
be seen as a referendum on the
Vajpayee government.

alysts see this as a tacit

?d::uauinn of its impending de-
eat.

The Times of India poll,
which s 2.358 voters in
New Delhi, said 72 per cent of
the respondents cited inflation
as the chief factor in the elec-
tions.

“‘:.Lh littl:w over t}llal{: the vutert:
say they e Congress
be able to offer a better govern-
ment in Delhi,” it said.
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State Assembly candidate Bhram Singh, left, is weighed against sweets and coins outside

Habibie holds peac;Ttélks
with university leaders

Former Australian Prime
Minister Paul Keating is sched-
uled to visit Suharto on Satur-
day. one of few visits by inter-
national figures.

Indonesia, a sprawling
archipelago nation of 202 mil-
lion people. is enduring its
worst economic turmoil in
three decades. Discontent over
inflation and joblessness
helped spark bloody riots in
May which helped forced
Suharto out and in which 1,200
people were Killed.

Officials say security forces
last week were ordered to fire
only blank ammunition or
plastic bullets at protesters who
tried to march on Parliament
in a campaign for greater
democracy.

But doctors confirmed Fri-
day that metal bullet fragments
were found in the bodies of
some protesters Killed.

Habibie has accused some
opposition activists of orches-
trating the protests in an at-
tempt to overthrow his young
government.

Police have formally
charged 10 with sedition and
questioning another seven.
Those charged have denied the
allegations.

The students want the armed
forces banned from politics and
have been angered by a special
government assembly that de-
creed the reduction, but not the
elimination, of the military's
representation in Parliament.

Lankan armjr- seeks new
strategy to beat LTTE

COLOMBO, Nov 21: The Sri
Lankan military’'s top brass is
racking its brains to lind a new
strategy as a one-and-a-half-
year operation to open a supply
route through the rebel-held
northern region appears
nowhere near achieving its ob-
jective, reports IANS.

Operation Jayasikurui
(Victory Assured) was launched
on May 13, 1997, to open a land
route to the Jaffna peninsula
from Vavuniya, the southern-
most point of the Tamil-major-
ity northern province. Gov-
ernment troops advanced from
Vavuniya to Mankulam, clear-
ing a distance of 26 kilometres
through areas under control of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). But the capture of
Mankulam came with the most
severe setback to the military —
the fall of Kilinochchi, a strate-
gically important township just
south of Jaffna. Troops faced
heavy resistance from the LTTE
at Mankulam and could not Eﬂ
beyond that point despite the
backing of the Air Force and the
Navy. They have also not been
able to advance from the Jaffna
peninsula to Mankulam after
the fall of Kilinochchi.

Since the Kilinochchi deba-
cle. Deputy Defence Minister
Anuruddha Ratwatte has held a
series of discussions with front-
line commanders in Vavuniya
who proposed a change in strat-
egy and reportedly came up with
several suggestions. The media
has been barred from reporting
war strategy since the imposi-
tion of press censorship on

military news on June 5, 1998,
A meeting of the National De-
fence Council was also held un-
der its chairperson, President
Chandrika Kumaratunga, at
which the new strategy was re-
portedly discussed at length.
Immediately after the meeting,
a number of top commanders
were reshuffled to facilitate the
implementation of the new
plan.

Eighteen months of the op-
eration have left thousands of
soldiers and rebels killed or
maimed. The defence expendi-
ture has reached a new high and
analysts are of the opinion that
next year's defence allocation of
47 billion rupees will not be
enough even for the first three
quarters of the year. For fiscal
1998, the budget allocation for
defence was 45 billion rupees,

but a 12 billion rupees suH)le-
ast

mentary budget was pa
month for the final quarter of

the year.

Meanwhile, the Madu Road
junction in the north, through
which people are allowed to en-
ter into rebel-held areas, was
closed b%ﬁhe army until further
notice. ly representatives of
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) are being allowed
to go through, but are being
asked to restrict their move-
ments. -

Forces in the Jaffna penin-
sula are in a bind over whether
to step up security to check
LTTE infiltration or continue
wilh the "hearts and minds"
project under which they have
painstakingly.
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New Delhi Friday, Assembly elections in India will be held on November 25.

— AP/UNB photo

"US willing to work with
Iran to oust Saddam'’

WASHINGTON, Nov 21: The
United States is willing to work
with Iran and other countries
in the region to try to oust Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein
from power, a senior US official
said Friday, reports AFP.

"We will certainly take sup-
port from wherever we can get
it," said the official, who asked
not to be named.

The official declined to say
whether Washington had sent
out feelers to Tehran on a pos-
sible collaboration but he noted
that "Iran has, along with other
neighbours, suffered particu-
larly from Saddam Hussein's
aggressive intentions."

"There is a common interest
there in ﬂndinlg a way to change
the situation for the better," he
said.

Iran and Iraq fought a
bloody war from 1980 to 1988.
Relations between the two coun-
tries have since been cool.

President Bill Clinton last
week announced that the
United States would be stepping
up its assistance to Iraqi oppo-
sition groups as part of a cam-

paign to try to bring about a new

_government in

Baghdad.

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright intends to
name soon a ial representa-
tive to the Iragi opposition to
work with the ented arra
of o nents to Saddam, sai
the official.

The administration also ap-
pears set to try to enlist coun-

tries in the'region to join the
United States in the drive to re-
place Saddam with a more
democratic-minded leader,

To reach that goal, the
United States would willing
to include Iran in the effort de-
spite their 1B-year estrange-
ment following the 1979
hostage-taking at the US Em-
bassy in Tehran, the official
said.

Washington severed diplo-
matic relations with Tehran in
1980 but Albright offered in
April to hold talks on restoring
ties.

It was the first time that the
administration has hinted that
Iran may have a constructive
role to play in overthrowing
Saddam, who has been in power

for 20 years.



