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Law and Our Rights

INTERVIEW

"We want to stop the frttering away of our nafional resources

0 nat Sangladesndoes no ecome anoter Nigena®

The government decision to lease out the remaining 15 oil and gas blocks out of 23 to f'ureig_;l-
exploring companies was challenged in the High Court Division of the Supreme Court. The writ
petition was filed on 17 November 1998 in the division bench of the High Court comprising Justice K
M Hasan and Justice Muhammad Abdul Quddus.

The High Court on 20 November ordered the government to explain why it should not be directed
to evolve and formulate a national strategic policy through the parliament prior to leasing out all
the remaining 15 oil and gas blocks including blocks 3,5,6,7 and 8 for which letters of intent have
been issued to foreign companies. The division bench after hearing the petitioners' counsels on 17
and 19 November issued the rule nisi which is returnable within two weeks.

Shah Abdul Hannan, Chairman of the Centre for Human rights, Sadek Khan, a newspaper
columnist, Amanullah Kabir, President of Bangladesh Federal Union Journalists and Dr
Mohammad Abdur Rob, Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Environment, Dhaka
University claiming themselves as "public spirited citizens" filed the writ petition.

The petitioners were represented by Dr M Zahir, Barrister Mainul Hossain, Advocate Habibul
Islam Bhuiyan, President of Supreme Court Bar Association and Barrister Abdur Razzak. Deputy
Attorney General Momtazuddin Ahmed was present in the court on behalf of the government. A H
Monjurul Kabir of the Daily Star spoke with Dr M Zahir, Senior Advocate of Bangladesh
Supreme Court regarding this crucial writ petition and relevant issues. Excerpts :

Monjurul Kabir (MK): How
do you evaluate the present
state of 'Public Interest Litiga-
tion, (PIL) in Bangladesh?

Dr M Zahir (MZ): Public In-
terest Litigation or PIL has been
radually gaining its ground
lg"lerf: in Bangladesh for quite a
long time. But finally in the
leading case of Dr Mohiudin
Faroque vs Bangladesh (49 DLR,
AD 1997), the Appellate Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court un-
equivocally widened the juris-
diction of the concept and the
very idea of the public interest
litigation. The court declared:
Article 102 (which deals with
powers of High Court Division
to issue certain orders and di-
rection, etc.) is a mechanism for
the enforcement of Fundamen-
tal Rights which can be enjoyed
by an individual alone insofar
as his individual rights are
concerned, but which can also
be shared by an individual in
common with others when the
rights pervade and extend to
the entire pﬂlpulatiun and terri-
tory. Specially interpreting the
words "any person aggrieved”
meaning only and exclusively
individuals and excluding the
consideration of people as a col-
lectjive and consolidated  per-

sonality will'’be a stand taken"

against the constitution (per
Mustafa Kamal J delivering.
The Full Court Judgment).

I particularly want to cite
another observation of Justice
Mustafa Kamal where he went
on saying : "we do not give much
importance to the dictionary
meaning or punctuation of the
words "any person aggrieved.”
Article 102 of our constitution
is not an isolated island stand-
ing above or beyond the sea-

level ol the other provisions
the constitution. It' is a part o

the overall scheme, objectives
and purposes of the constitu-

Dr M Zahir
tion. And its interpretation is
inextricably linked with the (i)
emergence of Bangladesh and
framing of its constitution. (ii)
the preamble and Artice 7 [iii)
Fundamental Principles of
State Policy, (iv] Fundamental
Rights and (v) other provisions
of the constitution,

And you know what article 7
says: "All powers in the Repub-
lic belong to the people, and
their exercise on behalf of the

- people shall be effected only

under, and by the authority of
this constitution. This consti-
tution as the solemn expression
of the will of the people, the
supreme law of the Republic,
and if any other law is incon-
sistent with this constitution
that other law shall, to the ex-
tent of the inconsistency, be
void.

In this connection I also re-
mind you of the message en-
shrined in article 21 which
clearly states: It is the duty of
every citizen to observe the
constitution and the laws, to
maintain discipline. to perform
public duties and to protect

public property.

In my observation the pre-
sent state of public interest liti-
gation in Bangladesh in the
context of some leading judg-
ments of the Supreme Court
and the provisions of the con-
stitution is encouraging and
people-friendly.

M K: Why on behalf of the
petitioners, you along with your
senior colleagues challenged
the government decision to
lease out the remaining 15 oil
and gas blocks to foreign ex-
ploring companies?

M Z: Our prime concern and
anxjul;ldbased on different writ-
ings ahd expert opinions as re-
flected in the media and other
societal forums is that if we
start leasing out all the oil and
§as blocks at a time without
m‘min% a national strategic
policy lor conservation of gas
and other mineral resources, it
will endanger the very interest
of the generation yet to be
borne. Bangladesh as a result
may face acute gas shortage in-
future if all the blocks are ex-
plored now. For some time we
may produce huge gas but we
can not consume them now at
all. We have no such infrastruc-

tural base and support to con-
sume ak gas explored at-atwne
which will no dotibt hamper the

interest of our future genera-
tion. Besides according to exist-
ing arrangement we have to buy
our gas from foreign companies
at an international price which
would be very costly. So what do
we do? We allow them (foreign
companies) to export gas to
other countries. This is how our
national resources will be frit-
tered away. we want to protect
the public property. We want to
stop the frittering away of our
national resources so that
Bangladesh does not become
another Nigeria.

M K: Are there adequate

safeguards in the contracts en-
tered by the Gouvernment of
Bangladesh with the foreign
companies? '
M Z: The PSC's which the

ﬁuvﬂmment is entering with the
oreign oil companies do not
contain adequate provisions to
rotect country's interest as is

ound in Malaysia. Indonesia
and in other countries. They re-
tain certain safety provisions
for the government which we do
not incorporate in our con-
tracts. Even the participation of
our concerned state owned cor-

poration in the contract itself
in addition to bidding and other
process is not ensured here like
India and Malaysia. Above all.
gas which is our only big natu-
ral asset can not be leased out
without any discussion in the
Parliament. It crystallises the
clear lack of transparency on
the part of the government.
There is a concerned committee
in the parliament. That com-
mittee should supervise the
whole process. A detail discus-
sion on the nitty-gritty of the
bidding process can help estab-
lishing the desired trans-
parency. A national strategic
policy must be formulated on
an urgent basis. And it has no
allernative.

M K: what is your expecta-
tion from the civil society on
this particular public interest
litigation?

M Z : To protect public prop-
erty is our constitutional man-
date and obligation. Through
this piece of PIL we want to de-
fend our public property for our
national interest. We have to
rise above all narrow interests.
| expect sincere support and co-
operation from all segments of
our society. Creating awareness
on public property is one of the
prime objectives of this public
interest litigation.

r

' The Anwar Episode: An Analysis

by Chandra Muzaffar

By questioning the bail-out for

Mahathir's son, Anwar was telling his boss that he was not

prepared to salvage the Mahathir family ....... Anwar's attitude was the antithesis of the
iron-clad guarantee he was looking for in a post-Mahathir era.

NE month after he wus
Osacked from the
government and the
ruling party, a lot of people are
still wondering what was the
real reason behind Anwar
Ibrahim’'s expulsion. Is Anwar's
'low morals', his indulgence in
homosexual activities, as al-
leged by the Prime Minister and
UMNO President, Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, the real reason? Or,
is the former Deputy Prime
Minister and UMNO Deputy
President, the victim of 'a high-
level conspiracy'. as Anwar and
his supporters maintain?
Relationship
To understand Anwar's dis-
missal one has to understand
the relationship between Ma-
hathir and Anwar. It was Ma-
hathir who brought Anwar into
overnment, in 1982. It was
ahathir who groomed Anwar,
accelerated his ascendancy
within UMNO and exposed him
to a variety of governmental
roles until he assumed the man-
tle of Deputy UMNO President
and Deputy Prime Minister.
Anwar was indisputab%oh!a-
hathir's heir-apparent. ugh
the older man was instrumen-
tal in the younger man's mete-
oric rise, Anwar himself, there
was no doubt, was an astute
politician with a knack for
mass mobilisation and for the
intrigues of intra-party ma-
noeuvres. Besides, he was also a
gifted orator with tremendous
rapport with his followers.

Resentment

Anwar reciprocated Ma-
hathir'ucdpatmnagt by giving
unstinted support to the latter
whenever he was confronted by
a political crisis. From the 1983
Constitutional crisis through
the 1987 UMNO split to the 1
Judicial calamity to the 1991
curbing of the powers of the Sul-
tans, Anwar was Mahathir's
loyal lieutenant garn sSup-
port for his boss This relation-
ship between the two men cre-
ated guite a bit of resentment
within UMNO especially amo
party stalwarts who had E]::nin
the organisation long before
Anwar was co-opted into gov-
ernment. In fact, from 1982 it-
self, there were groups who

sought to drive a wedge

Mahathir and Anwar through
peison-pen letters and whis-
E;:ring campaigns. To his credit,
ahathir ignored these sinister
moves and stood by his Deputy.
Then in May 1997, Mahathir
sent the clearest signal yet to
UMNO, the government and the
people that Anwar would be his
successor by appointing him
Acting UMNO President and
Acting Prime Minister when he
went off on two months’ leave.
Anwar's adversaries in the
party, some corporate figures
who regarded his ascendancy as
a threat to their interests and a
few individuals in certain pub-
lic institutions viewed his ap-

intment as a danger sign.

ey were more determined
than ever Lo stop him at all
costs. In June 1997, they circu-
lated a si document alleg-
ing that Anwar had an adulter-
ous relationship with the wife
of his Confidential Secretary,
on the one hand. and a homo-
sexual relationship with his
wife's former driver, on the
other. Close aides of the Prime
Minister brought both the doc-
ument and the individuals who
had made the allegations to his
attention as soon as he returned
from leave. The Prime Minister,
according to the local media,
got the Police to investigate the
alleg’atjnna and in early August
1997, he announced publicly
that investigations had re-
vealed that there was no basis
to the allegations. Subse-
quently, a member of the gov-
ernment, in response to a ques-
tion in the Malaysian Parlia-
ment, reiterated that the allega-
tions were baseless and that the
two individuals who had lev-
elled the accusations against
Anwar had. through sworn
statements, repudiated their
earlier allegations and were
completely penitent.

Developments

The sex allegations would
have ended there — except for a
series of developments since
August 1997 which brought
those allegations into the lime-
light again and which impacted
adversely upon the Mahathir-
Anwar relationship. It is these
developments which provide
the key to an understandigg of

the present crisis.

As the ringgit and the stock
market declined a businesses
collapsed and people lost their
jobs. in the wake of the East
Asian financial crisis, the gen-
eral public became more and
more critical of the ieadershg:
of Dr Mahathir Mohamad.
Though the crisis was largely
due to an external factor —
volatile equity capital suddenly
exiting East Asian markets
— the popular perception was
that Dr Mahathir had not man-
aged the economy well. His fre-
quent. and often justifiable, at-
tacks upon currency specula-
tors as the main culprits behind
capital volatility were distorted
by the foreign media as the in-
sane rantings of a leader who
did not want to come to terms
with the weaknesses in his own
economy.

The foreign media, on the
other hand, portrayed Anwar
who was also Finance Minister
as a sober and sensible chap
who understood global finan-
cial markets. eir lavish
praise for him created the im-
pression that he was ‘their
man'. Some of them even sug-

ested that Anwar and not Ma-
athir should be running the
country. In fact, in June 1998 a
number of regional and inter-
national newspapers and mag-

azines openly called for Ma-
hathir's resignation. Their
stance created a serious schism
between the two men.,

Approach

The foreign media, in a
sense, brought to the surface
certain differences in approach
between Mahathir and Anwar
in their handling of the eco-
nomic crisis. Right from the
outset, Mahathir preferred a
credit expansionary policy
aimed at stimulating the econ-

omy and preventing it from
sinking into recession. Anwar
took the more conventional

route and sought to cut back on
expenditure and impose a credit
squeeze, For Mahathir lowering
interest rates was important so
that businesses could get back
on their feet; for Anwar main-
taining a reasonably high in-
terest rate was one way of
checking capital flight.

These difterences wnich gen-
erated some uneasiness in the
market did not, however, cause
the split between the Prime
Minister and his Deputy-cum-
Finance Minister. at exacer-
bated their relationship was
Anwar's initial reluctance to
endorse some of the rescue op-
erations of big local corpora-
tions hit by the financial crisis.
One of these corporations
which had accumulated huge
debts was Konsortium Perka-
palan — a shipping firm associ-
ated with Mirzan Mahathir, the
Prime Minister's son. There
were a couple of other bail-outs
too, allegedly linked to corpo-
rate figures close to the Prime
Minister which Anwar was not
enthusiastic about.

Demonstrations

As the rift between Mahathir
and Anwar widened, yet an-
other factor began to impact
upon their relationship. is
was the explosive situation in
Indonesia ch came to a head
in May 1998. Suharto was be-
coming the principal target of
massive street demonstrations
that zeroed in upon his long
tenure — 32 years in power —
and the enormous wealth that
his family had accumulated
during his rule. In the end, pop-
ular fury over his 'nepotism,
cronyism and collusion’ forced
Suharto to quit. Opposition po-
litical parties, on-Govern-
mental Organisations (NGOs)
and youth and student ﬁmﬁa in
Malaysia, already critical of
the growing involvement of
Mahathir's sons in big busi-
ness, and somewhat unhappy
about the Prime Minister's own
long stay in power (17 years E‘y
July 1998) to draw -
lels between Suharto and Ma-
hathir. Some of them felt that
the time had come for Mahathir
to retire. This explains why
Mahathir became paranoid
about the Indonesian situation.

It should be emphasised at
this point however that there
are significant differences be-
tween the Suharto and Ma-
hathir leaderships and between
Indonesia and Malaysia which
some of Mahathir's critics fail
to appreciate. Unlike Suharto,
Mahathir is a popularly elected

Women and Chidren in Criis: Longing for an Exit

At the threshold of the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
as the human kind prepares to leap into the 21st century, the only exit lies in ensuring
universal education. Right to education, today, is therefore, the basic human right which
needs to be incorporated as a fundamental right of the citizens. Long term effect of this
right is the only permanent solution of women repression and child rights abuse.

by Dr Mizanur Rahman

is the precursor of women's

crisis and is a continuing
matter in the co urses of history
all over the globe since the
inception of patriarchy under
which rank and role are defined
by gender. Violence against
women has been a fundamental
feature of patriarchy.
Subordination, in earlier
periods of history, also led to
appropriation by men of
women's sexual and reproduc-
tive capacity.

Wife beating in England was
permissible by law and an au-
thor points out that man could
assert his authority over wife
by using a rod no thicker than
his thumb. In many cultures
masculinity and power are
linked to the ability to protect
aind materially support a fam-
ily.

Some scholars have tried to
establish an indirect relation-
ship between economic factors
in general including unem-
ployment situation and family
violence and conflicts in par-
ticular. A few authors trace an
dssociation between violence
against women and increasing
poverty consequent upon
growing landlessness. Accord-
ing to one such author, land-
lessness has been reducing the
importance of female .la%mur
which has been forcing the
grooms to demand larger
amounts of money in the form
of dowry.

It is assumed that ever-in-
creasing soclio-economic
changes in the Bangladesh so-
ciety have been affecting the
major institutions including
family and the latter, in turn,
are interacting with other so-
cio-cultural norms to produce
an unfavourable situation
where women's problems
within families are turning out
to be immensely critical. In
other words, women's tradi-
tional subordinate position in
terms of gender inequality, low
social and economic status,
payment of groom-price during
marriage, maltreatment in the
hands of husband and or in-
l:&ws?nave been observed in re-

S UBORDINATION of women

cenl years to be increasing into
crisis situations for women in
marriage in the context of our
current socio-economic and

cultural changes. These “crisis
situations are now guite visible

in the increasing rates ol vio-
lence by husbands, divorce,
separation, desertion, killing
and suicide of female spouses.

With some gender and class
differences, there is widespread
belief in Bengali society that
children should be kept under
tight guardian control to mould
their character which is still
pliable. In different ways, boys
and girls are seen as vulnerable
and in danger of getting
‘'spoiled’. Writes one researcher;

"Bengalis are notably per-
missive and tolerant towards
small children. But older chil-
dren are ﬂummnng made to
work and/ or to study hard and
some form of punishment is
considered essential to remem-
ber important lessons. Older
children have many obliga-
tions and very few rié:.ts,”

The status of children in
Bangladesh is aptly reflected in
the Indian proverb that says:
"Treat a son like a king for the
first five years, like a slave for
the next ten, and like a friend
thereafter.”

Bangladesh, it seems, mani-
fests greater preoccupation with
its image than with the well-be-
ing of children. One source
refers to almost 30 national
statutes relating to children in
Bangladesh. Additionally,

Bangladesh is signatory to a
number of international in-
struments protecting and pro-
moting the rights of children
foremost of which is the Child
Rights Convention of 1989.
Bangladesh often takes pride in
- stating that it is one of the first
countries to ratify that impor-
tant instrument. A vivisection
of all these laws, probably, is
not expected here. But what
ﬁncu:l have they brought to chil-
ren and to the nation? — this
pertinent question needs to the
addressed. Comments one re-
searcher: "In fact, so little in-
vestment has been made to pub-
licize and to enact some of these
laws that it may be surmised
that the primary purpose is not
their aplplicatlﬂn at all." A re-
search led to the astounding
finding that police and magis-
trates have very poor knowl-
edge of the Children Act, 1974,
which provides for separate
courts and special procedures
for juvenile offenders. Special

women were supposed to act and
what women were supposed to
be. Much of this historical
legacy remains with us today,
as law continues to contribute
to the social understanding of
the apPrupriate roles and activ-
ities ol women.

Law has a very specific place
in the history and politics of
the womens' rights movement
in Bangladesh. Many cam-
paigns have been fought and
won to secure legal rights for
women. While these strategies
have served to improve wom-
en’'s position, they have not
fundamentally transformed the
reality of women oppression,
Efforts at law reform have been
translated into measures that
have only marginally improved
the day to day reality of wom-
en's lives. What is needed, there-
fore, is the development of new
understandings and new strate-
gies of engaging with law as a
means of mobilisation and re-
sistance. This alternative strat-

Victims of 'Acid-hu_rn'

treatment for children is al-
most completely ignored. One
could quite justifiably Ask:
what is the purpose of enacting
progressive laws if they are not
implemented? “"Perhaps.”
writes an Western observer, "to-

ether with the constitution of
the country, the purpose of such
laws is to proclaim a symbolic
commitment to certain values
and provide a positive facade to
a westernized Bangladesh elite
and to the entire world. It needs
not cause society to change and
affect the administration of
justice.”

Our dailies abound in
reports on women repression.
Forms and magnitude of
repression have changed over
the years. Violence against
women. in today's Bangladesh,
occur not only within ‘the four
walls of the White House', but
anywhere and everywhere and
in open day-light. Such
violence or abuse far transcend
‘Clintonian inappropriateness'
and loom large within the
boundaries of <criminal
jurisdiction. |

Forms and degree of child
abuse have also 'sophisticated'
to the level of horror. Simple
mutilation of parts of the body
are incidents of the past. Today,
children are trafficked not only
to meet the demand for domes-
tic servants, camel jockeys or
perverted homo and heterosex-
ual desires but also as raw ma-
terial source for kidneys for the
sick-affluent for example.

Law is one among a number
of important factors in trying
to understand the ways in
which women have been subor-
dinated. Historically, law has
set boundaries of what women
can do and cannot do and has
had a lot to say about how

leader who derives his mandate
from a democratically consti-
tuted electoral process. Unlike
the Suharto family, Mahathir's
children have not established
monopolies over entire sectors
ol the economy. Neither corrup-
tion, nor poverty nor authori-
tarianism in Malaysia today
bears any semblance to the sit-
uation in Indonesia under
Suharto.

Be that as it may, the ques-
tion of corruption, cronyism
and nepotism was raised by
some UMNO Youth leaders
close to Anwar at the party's
annual assembly in June 1998.
Dr Mahathir saw it as a naked
attack upon his leadership.
Tho he to blunt the
attack by revealing that others,
includi Anwar’'s family and
friends have also benefitted
from the allocation of shares
and the government's privatisa-
tion programme, the raising of
the 'corruption, cronyism and
nepotism’ issue at the assembly,
worsened the deteriorating ties
between Mahathir and his heir-
apparent.

Loyalty

Mahathir's insistence on
loyalty to him is not in itself an
unusual feature of politics. In
most political systems, ancient
or modern, a deputy or the
number two man is ted to
be loyal to his chiet. Within
UMNO — given its feudal his-
tory and culture — unquestion-
ning loyalty to the paramount
leader is one of the most cher-
ished traits of membership. It is
because Mahathir was abso-
lutely certain that Anwar had
betrayed him that he has mar-
shalled all his resources to an-
nihilate him. The virulence and
viciousness of the annihilation
can perhaps he best explained

by the fact that Anwar was, all
said and done, Mahathir's pro-

lcge.. Camouflage

But Anwar and his auﬁpﬂﬂ-
ers would argue that the bit
about sodomy is nothing more
than a cheap camouflage. The
real reason why Mahathir has
gone all out to destroy and deni-
grate Anwar is because he fears
that the latter will not protect
his family's business interests
after his time. By questioning
the bail-out for Mahathir's son,
Anwar was telling his boss that
he was not prepared to salvage
the Mahathir farhily. For an
a%)cing leader who has witnessed
what had happened in South
Korea and what is now happen-
ing in Indonesia, Anwar's atti-
tude was the antithesis of the
iron-clad guarantee he was
looking for in a post-Mahathir

era. i
Conclusion

Qur analysis has shown that
at the root of the expulsion of
Anwar from the government
and the party is the question of
power. Mahathir sensed an at-
tempt to ease him out of power.
He responded to the perceived

~ challenge with vigour and

without scruplca. Anwar felt
that Mahathir's power base was
weakening. He sought to send a
me e — and was repulsed.
How this power s € camou-
flaged by
justice will plaK itself out in the
next few weeks is anybody's

issues of morality and -
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egy, in our opinion, might ne-
cessitate a revision ol emmphasis
on sectoral rights to guarantee
emancipation and empower-
ment ol women.

The status of children in
Bangladesh from a human
rights perspective is equally: far

from being enviable.. Child-

rights violations are so ram-
pant, engrossing and
widespread that except a few
child rights activists hardly
anyone ever notices such viola-
tions. Child rights violations
seem to have become an ac-
cepted practice by the society.
Multifarious violation of child
rights and abuse of children is
generally well documented.
Government intervention,
though expected and commend-
able, has not led to significant
improvement of the situation.
[t is rather interesting to
note that successive
overnments in Bangladesh
ollowed a similar trend of
enacting 'specialised
legislation' for curbing women
and children u&jpres-
sion/repression. These legisla-
tion generally provide for spe-
cial tribunals to try the offend-
ers and also provide for very
harsh punishments. Criminal
jurisprudence has long agﬂ
proved the ingenuity and inetfi-

cacy of the thesis that cruel and,

harsh punishment leads to
eradication of criminality. In a
society like Bangladesh, where
the right of access to justice is
not implemented or guaranteed,
it is now common belief that
“state agents activate the law
for those who have money to
buy judicial services.”

Both women's rights move-
ment and child rights move-
ment in Bangladesh is emphat-
ically looking for an way out of
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50 years of UDHR

the present impasse. In the
opinion of the present author,
traditional mode of legislative

intervention to declare new
rights, hitherto non-existent
for women and children and
making provisions for harsh
and cruel punishments to curb
and eradicate violations of
rights of such vulnerable groups
is not the right way to combat
the situation. It seems that not
only the successive govern-
ments in Bangladesh, but also
the human rights activists
while focusing on particular
rights, have all through ne-
glected the most basic right of
individuals without which real-
isation of all other rights seems
but impossible. "This, in our
opinion, is the right to educa-
tion. All western countries and
non-western countries which
have demonstrated high stan-
dards of human riths compli-
ance, had initially gone for
universal education. In each of
these countries universal edu-
cation necessitated the active
participation of the state which
eventually made school com-
pulsory for all children within
a specific age group. The send-
ing of poor children to school
was resisted by different cate-
gories of people but the state
prevailed. The state determined
that parents should not have
absolute power over their chil-
dren. The state intervened in
the content of education and in
the definition of childhood. By
the same token, it contributed
to the development of a modern
society,

The government of
Bangladesh has proclaimed a
lotty ]pmgramme of 'education
for all. But the extent to which
‘education for all' is the result of
genuine interest and commit-
ment by the government, and
the extent to which it is a ploy
to impress donors and the in-
ternational community is a rel-
evant question to raise in
Bangladesh. Writes one
“Education for All' has gradu-
allg become a pledge without
subslance, an intention without
sincerity, simply — a bluff.”

4 This, bluff, if I may say so, con-

tinues not without significant
degree of complicity of internd-
tional donor agencies and cer-
tain development institutions.

It resembles a conspiracy,
deliberate or not, of the ruling
elite, representing the interests
of the rich and the upper middle
class, to keep the nation in the
darkness of illiteracy but only
now and then, inviting certain
provision of civil and political
rights to give the people a sem-
blance of democracy, and hu-
man rights. Meanwhile, the
poor and the exploited, the
helpless and the landless are
clamouring for an exit. Where is
that to be found? At the thresh-
old of the 50th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and as the hu-
man kind prepares to leap into
the 21st century, the only exit
lies in ensuring universal edu-
cation. Right to education, to-
day, is therefore. the basic hu-

man right which needs to be in-
corporated as a fundamental
right of the citizens. Long term
effect of this right is the only
permanent solution of women
repression and child rights
abuse.

The exit from the stagnation
of the nation has been found
and identified. Who is going to
be the Pied Piper of Hamelyn in
Bangladesh? Is the government
ready for such a role

e writer is Chairman
(Incharge) of Department of
Law, University of Dhaka.

The British-Bangla Law W eek

f Human Rights (UDHR), the British Council. Bangladesh

ON the Occasion of the Fifty Years of Universal Declaration

is arranging the British-Bangla Law Week (29 November-5
December 1998) in Dhaka entitled: t
Fifty Years of Universal Declaration of Human Right: An

Overview of Human Rights

The Couneil is organising the week as a part of its commit-

ment and action

plan to improve governance, especially in

ways that will contribute to enhancing the quality of the legal

and judicial institutions and s
ongoing process of improving t

stem. It will contribute to the
e legal and judicial system to

overcome various systemic and institutional constrains and
develop pro poor and gender sensitive modern laws for effective
dispensation of justice and the establishment of human rights

practices.

Objectives:

* Discuss and examine specific laws relating

to Human

Rights, Convention on the Rights of the Child, Convention on
the elimination of Discrimination Against Women, and other

laws.

* Compare Constitution of Bangladesh with Human Rights

Treatise

* Discuss application of norms in International Instrument

to domestic scenario

* Raising Awareness of modern British Legal System with an

emE»hasis on Human Rights

Update of Regional Change and Regional comparative
analysis on laws relating to Human - Rights

* Networking between the British and Bangladesh Legal sec-

tors

tors

The writer is the President of | Activities:

the International Movement
for a Just World. He is also Pro-
fessor cum Director of the Cen-
tre for Civilisational Dialogue
at the University of Malaya,

. Malaysia.

* 7 days Seminar

* Network between Bangladesh and South Asian Legal Sec-

* One day mock trial representing British Court Practices |

(this will be held on the 2nd day of
* Street Theatre Programme on

the 1st day of the programime)

the programme.])
Violence Against Women. (On



