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. Tofail urges business leaders

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed asked
business leaders to create public
opinion pressuring political
parties to respond to Prime
Minister's "no-more-hartal”

~ offer for securing a sound eco- .

nomic and investment climate,
reports UNB,

He made the call when top
business leaders of the country
called on him yesterday at his
office to convey that they expect
more tolerant and democratic
practices from both the gov-
ernment and opposition parties
and a combined action against
terrorism.

"Bangladesh has a bright
prospect with her natural and
human resources. Now politi-
cians will have to take the
lead," Tofail said, seeking sup-

ort fiom political parties,
usiness community and opin-
ion leaders to the government's
esture towards building a
usiness-friendly peaceful situ-

ation.

"It is not possible for the
government alone to do it. We
need support from all of you,"
the minister told his business
audience.

The business leaders hailed
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's unilateral 'no-hartal’ dec-
laration and hoped it would
pave the way for ending unde-
sirable political and social dis-
orders, enabling external and
internal trade and foreign in-
vestment.

FBCCI vice-president M A
Mumin, DCCI president Rashed
Maksud Khan, MCCI president
Laila Rahman Kabir, FICCI

resident A K M Shamsuddin,

GMEA president Mostafa Go-
lam Quddus, BTMA president M
Shahjahan, BJMA president
Mirza Behrouze Ispahani,
BKMEA president Manzurul
Haq and Frozen Food Exporters’
Association representative

Press political parties to respond
to PM's no-hartal call

Ferdous Alam attended the
meeting.

They hailed government de-
cision exempting export-sup-
port services of VAT and re-
quested sector-wise incentives
to make local export products
more competitive. The business

eople informed that Sri
a, Indonesia and Thailand
offered lower export price for
readymade garments (RMG),
specially sweater, as they enjoy
government's special incentives
and backward-linkage support.

In response, the minister
stressed building up Backward-
linkage industries to make
RMG sector self-reliant and
help it sustain post-2005 com-
petition in a quota-free busi-
ness world.

He also assured governmen-
t's sector-wise incentives, in-
cluding that for frozen foods

and jute goods, to foster export
earnings.

Changes to JMBA law

i From Page 1
stained from voting. During the
walkout, there was none in the
front row of the Opposition
Bench where presence of MPs
was very .

The walkout followed a brief
but heated debate between
Deputy Speaker Abdul Hamid
and MK Anwar over acceptance
of three amendments in a single
form submitted by the BNP leg-
islator.

The Chair allowed the floor
to Anwar to talk about one of
his amendments saying three
amendments in a single form
was not acceptable. The BNP
member claimed there was no
bar in the JP Rules of Procedure
in submitting more than one
amendments in a single form.
He also referred to the Kaul and
said the Chair had accepted
such notice in the past.

In reply, the Deputy Speaker
said the convention was to use
one, form for each amendmernt

proposal.
: However, Anwar did not dis-
cuss his amendment proposal
and his microphone was
switched off after the tirfie--two
minutes-- allotted for him was
OVer.

He led other BNP lawmakers
to walk out as soon as the
Deputy Speaker put six

amendments to vote. The House
rejected all the six amendments
as well as the proposals for so-
liciting public opinion on the
bill and sending it to the select
committee, all moved by the
Dp%ositiun members.
arlier, the Opposition
members observed that the
JMBA bill required President's
approval as it was a money bill
and said the proposed authority
would impose tax. They were
also critical of the bill's provi-
sion for two police stations at
the Bangabandhu bridge site
and their control vested on a
body, instead of the Home Min-
istry that takes care of police
stations across the country.
But the communication
minister rejected the Opposi-

tion contention saying the
JMBA would be a statutory body
which would mobilise its own
fund.

On the Opposition's proposal
to rename the authority as the
Multipurpose Bridge Authority
dropping the name Jamuna, the
minister argued the JMBA
earned reputation at home and
abroad. "Establishment of the
JMBA will help materialise
many dreams like the bridge

over the Jamuna,” the minister
noted.

Yeltsin may scrap his
India visit

MOSCOW, Nov 18: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin will
probably scrap his planned
visit to India on December 6
and 7 and send Prime Minister
Yeveny Primakov instead, Itar-
Tass news agency reported to-
day, says AFP.

The agency quoted informed
Russian sources in Kuala
Lumpur, where Primakov is at-
tending the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC)
summit.

Yeltsin had originally been
due to attend the forum, but he

Pabna by polls: All
4 nomination
papers found valid

PABNA, Nov 18: The nomi-
nation papers of all four candi-.
dates for the by-election in
Pabna-2 constituency were
found valid today, reports APB.

The candidates are rulin
party's Air Vice Marshal (Re
A K Khandaker, A K M Selim
Reza of BNP, Sajjad Hossain
Bachchr* Jf Jatiya Party and Kr-
ishak Sramik party Chairman
Krishak Mohammad Sadeq.

Fireworks

From Page 1
ern sky where it was all hap-

pening.

As the sky cleared before
dawn, the fireworks reap-
ﬁl‘ﬂl‘ﬁi But many had returned

ome by then.

Hundreds of Dhakaites trav-
eled to Ashulia on the outskirts
of the city to have a clear view,
but clouds marred their hopes.

Chittagonians
were luckier

A dazzling show of momen-
tary streaks of light in the
cloudless sky over the Bay of
Bengal enthralled the stargaz-
ers in Chittagong, reports BSS.

The desperate young stargaz-
ers, gathered on the %}CE&CEBZE.I
Potenga for a "smog and light

ollution free glimpse" of the

nid meteor shower, became

jubilant when it began at 12:38
am over the bay.

"It was realfy wonderful and
spectacular and I have never
seen such a big chaos of light in
the sky. We counted 218 mete-
ors,” said Sabbir Mahboob, a
University student.

P

Eulled out of the meeting after
e was forced to take three
weeks off work suffering from
nervous exhaustion."

The agency said an unex-
pected stngnver by Primakov in
India on his way to Malaysia
was apparently linked to
Yeltsin's decision not to go to
New Delhi, Itar-Tass said.

A week ago Russian Defence
Minister Igor Sergeyev can-
celled without explanation a
trip to India he was to have
made from November 24 to 27
to prepare Yeltsin's visit.

The Kremlin press service
said at the time that the Russian
president, who has cancelled a
number of official engagements
in the past few weeks because of
his parlous health, would make
Llﬂ Is mind at the last minute
whether to go to India.

Three alleged

terrorists
held in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 18: Dou-
ble Mooring police today ar-
rested three alleged terrorists
from Halishahar B-Block here
today, reports BSS.

Of the alleged terrorists,
Salahuddin alias Sumi was
wanted in six criminal cases
while the rest two Sagal and
Seraj were wantéd in three
cases respectively, police
sources said.

Girl roasted
alive, 35 houses
gutted in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 18: A
four-year-old girl was roasted
alive in a fire that gutted about
35 thatched houses in city's
Nasirabad area today, Fire
Brigade sources said.

e victim, identified as Hi-
ron Akter, was trapped inside a
house when the fire engulfed the
entire area, Fire Brigade
sources said.

The loss of property in the
fire that continued for about an
hour from 1:30 pm was esti-
mated at Tk 40,000/-, the
sources added.

The origin of fire could not
be known. -
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3 get life term
for kidnapping
boy in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 18: A
special tribunal on Woman and
Child Repression here today
convicted three people and sen-
tenced them to life term im-
prisonment in an abduction
case, reports UNB.

The convicts are Muhammad
Yunus of Burichhar in
Hathajari, Muhammad Parvez
of South Mohra in Chandgaon
and Muhammad Alamgir of
Sheikhpara, Raozan.

According to prosecution,
the accused picked up Lokman
Hakim, 8, son of Abul Hashem
of Nazir Bazar in Chandgaon,
on September 9, 1995 and de-
manded a Tk 2 lakh as ransom.

Five days after the abduc-
tion, police rescued Lokman
and arrested the kidnappers
from an old house in Pahartali
area.

After examining the records
and witnesses, the Judge
handed down the verdict.

Bodies of four
Bangladeshis
returned to BDR

SHERPUR, Nov 18: The In-
dian authorities today returned
the bodies of four Bangladeshis,
shot dead by BSF in the border-
ing Nalitabari and Jhinaigati
thanas, to BDR on Monday
night and today, reports APB.

The body of Nurul Zaman,
30. who was gunned down by
BSF near pillar No 1107 at a
frontier village in Jhinaigati
on Monday, was handed over to
Bangladesh Rifles after a fla
meeting at 2 pm today, BDR an%
police sources said.

BDR battalion Major Sabbir
Ahmed and OC of Jhinaigati
thana, Mahmudul Haque, rep-
reserited Bangladesh side at the
flag meeting. Family members
received the body of the victim
who hailed from village Baro-

rangtia.
Earlier the bodies of three
other victims — Anwar Hos-

sain, 25, Samar Ali, 22, and
Babul Mia, 20 — were received
by BDR at about 7 pm on Tues-
day night.

They were shot dead by the
Indian border guards when they
went near the border to cut
wood in Nalitabari thana.

BDR authorities handed over
the bodies of the three villagers
to their respective families, the
sources added.

Oxy starts

From Page |

gas field in Lukkatura in early
1999.

The Jalalabad gas field was
{:-rlFinally drilled by Scimitar,
a foreign company that was
sued by the government for
misappropriation of funds and
forging official documents in
the early 90s.

Occidental started re-
drilling of Scimitar's wells
which were left sealed and com-
pleted the drillings earlier this
year. -

According to Scimitar's as-
sessment, the Jalalabad field
has about 1.5 trillion cubic feet
of recoverable gas reserve. But
Occidental and Petrobangla es-
timate that there is about 1
(one) tcf recoverable gas here.

The price of Jalalabad gas
would be around 1.8 dollars per
unit. This gas would be pur-
chased by Petrobangla in dol-
lars and sold locally at 1.1 dol-
lar -- subsidising the loss.

Meanwhile, Occidental has
started drilling of an appraisal
well in Bibiana. It has already
drilled about 3000 meters and it
expects to complete the ap-
praisal well in next two
months,

The US company has also
started mobilising equipment
for the country's first ever
three-dimensional seismic sur-
vey at Bibiana to confirm the
gas reserve there,

Occidental struck gas in Bib-
lana field earlier this year. Ac-
cording to Occidental’'s analy-
sis, the gas field might have a
reserve ol around four tef of gas.
The actual reserve would be
confirmed after drilling of the
anralsal wells and conducting
ol the three-dimensional sur-
vey,
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DEFYING THE LAW OF AVERAGE: Dangerously close to rail lines in the city's Kawranbazar slum, they take their
chances to do the daily things dodging trains. But a split-second error can prove disastrous.

— Star photo

Six projects involving | 3 killed, 5 hurt in City-
Tk 199.18cr approved

A meeting of the Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC) yes-
terday approved six projects
with an involvement of Tk 199
crore 18 lakh 10 thousand, in-
cluding project aid component
of Tk 48 crore 63 lakh 64 thou-
sand, reports BSS.

The projects include mod-
ernisation of different centres
of Bangladesh Council for Sci-
entific and Industrial Research
(BCSIR) at a cost of Tk 11 crore
10 lakh eight thousand, shrimp
harvour service centre at a cost
of Tk 16 crore 45 lakh and 15
thousand and protection and
maintenance project of the left
bank of the river Teesta from
Teesta bridge to Chandibari
with an involvement of Tk 16
crore one lakh 14 thousand.

Other projects approved yes-
terday are: Overhauling and re-
pair of principal and subsidiary

. pumps of Ganga-Kobabak irri-

Ctg police to
start case

against arrested
ATTEF activist

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 18: Po-
lice authorities here have de-
cided to start a case against the
ATTF activist arrested here un-
ﬂer Section 54 from a city mar-

et.

Police sources said that
preparations were underway to
start a case of illegal trespass-
ing against the ATTF(All
Tripura Tiger Force) activist
Monjit Dev Berma who used a
Pseudoname as Sunil Tripura,
hailing from Khowai district of
India.

The arrested is now in the
jail custody.

ATTF started a separatist
movement for liberation of
Tripura state of India.

A Naga insurgent was ar-
rested last year from the city
along with a wireles set. He is
also now in Chittagong jail as
the trial continued.

gation é)ruH:ct at a cost of Tk 54
crore, 91 lakh 87 thousand. as-

halt carpeting and runway
ﬂghl installation of a Zia In-
ternational Airport at a cost of
Tk 50 crore 69 lakh 86 thou-
sand and expansion and reha-
bilitation of sewerage system at
a cost of Tk 50 crore,

The meeting was presided
over by Finance Minister Shah
AMS Kibria.

Committee members includ-
ing ministers, cabinet secre-
tary, principal secretary to the
prime minister, secretaries
concerned. members of the
Planning Commission and
other high officials attended
the meeting.

BCS (Ansar) Assoc

team meets PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the re-
sponsibilities and importance
of Bangladesh Ansar will be
enhanced with the strengthen-
ing of local government ies
through administrative decen-
tralisation, reports UNB.

“The government has al-
ready taken steps for adminis-
trative decentralisation,” she
said while spe to a delega-
tion of Bangladesh Civil Ser-
vice (Ansar) Association as they
called on thI' at her office in the
city yesterday morning.

ty’l‘ﬁ: dclcg:tinn. led %y Presi-
dent of the association Mo-
hammad Khalilur Rahman and
Secretary General A B M Ruhul
Azad, apprised the Prime Min-
ister about some of the prob-
lems faced by the cadre mem-

bers and sought her help in re-
solving these.

Hasina said the government
has already taken some steps
for resolving some of the prob-
lems faced by the members of
Ansar cadre and will take all
possible measures about other
problems.

She urged the members of
BCS (Ansar) cadre to work hard
with sincerity, devotion and pa-
triotism for achieving eco-
nomic development and stren-
Ethening local government

es,

Where 1s my son?

Star Report

For six long years, she's been
waiting for her son to come
home.

Watching and sharing the
pain of the inconsolable
woman is her poor husband, the
helpless father of the sturdy,
music-loving son.

If still alive, Syed Nadim
Mahmud alias Pappu is 31
years old today.

The mother walils, wakes up
every night to any knock - real
or unreal — at the door. Is that

my son?

The nightmare never ends.

The father moves from door
to door of the powerful and the
useful while trying to console
back home an increasingly de-
spairing mother.

The then home minister
promised help, so did the city
EDHEE chief. Pappu didn't come

ack.

Missing since June 15, 1992,
the 25-year-old was a happﬁ
drummer with the Happy Touc
band. The father, §1¥ Mah-
mood, a general manager at a
private firm, informed Sutra-

ur police on June 27 and then

led a case with the thana on
July 12 naming three of his
bandmates - Lucky Akand,
Tapan and Shyamol.’

Last seen in that area where
he reportedly went to see his
bandmates from his father's
Dhanmondi residence (House
No 13/8 and Road No 13/2),
Pappu was searched, first by lo-
cal police, then by the city de-
tectives and finally by the CID.

The father was far from
happy when CID gave its “final
report” on May 17, 1997,
roughly five years after the 5-
fuutvl&lnch young man disap-
peared. He believes that the po-
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Will he ever be back?

lice efforts were ‘inadequate.
“I have nathing nst any-
body. All I want is to know if he

is alive,” says Mahmood, "Il
can't handle his mother any-
more.”

Pappu's only sister - their
only child now - conceals her
grief to spare the parents.

“The uncertainty is killing
us.”

Their sighs only reverberate
their Elephant Road apartment.

| the wheels of a speedi

road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Three persons were killed
and five others injured in road
accidents in the city yesterday,
~ Of the dead, two were identi-
fied as Shahidul Islam, 6, and
Abdul Kadir Dewan 38, while
the another 40-year-old woman
could not be identified. The in-
ured were admitted to Dhaka

edical College Hospital, ac-
cording to police.

Shahid was crushed under
truck
while he was crossing the road
in front of Gabtali cattle mar-
ket at about 7:30 am, Mirpur po-
lice said.

Shahid died on the spot.

In another incident, Abdul
Kadir, Billal and Habibur were
injured when a Dhaka bound

' minibus and an airport bound

Amartya Sen to
visit Bangladesh
in December

Nobel laureate Prof Amartya
Sen is expected to visit
Bangladesh in the middle of
next month at the invitation of
BRAC, reports APB.

Prof Sen, who won the Nobel
Prize in Economics this year,
will present the keynote paper
at an international conference
on "Global Health and Equity
Initiative” on December 17.

Jointly organised by the
BRAC and the ICDDR.B, the
conference will be held at the
BRAC Centre for Development
Management at Rajendrapur.

International experts on
health and poverty-alleviation
from a number of countries are
expected to participate in the
conference.

FFs’ list: Second
phase of drive
begins today

By Staft Correspondent

The second phase of verifica-
tion and selection of freedom
fighters for preparing a list of
"Real Freedom Fighters” begins
tomorrow, says a press release
issued by Bangladesh Mukti-
joddha Sangsad (BMS) yester-
day.

Representatives of the Cen-
tral Command Council of the
BMS will visit Sylhet, Sunam-
Eanj. Moulvibazar, Brahman-

aria, Naogaon, Chapainawab-
EHEI:' Bagerhat, Chuadanga,

jbari, Jhalakathi, Barguna,
Shariatpur and Madaripur as
part of the drive.

The drive began on Novem-
ber 1 and the first phase has al-
ready been completed with the
selection and verification of
freedom fighters of nine dis-
tricts, the release said.

Clash over land:
2 killed in Sylhet

SYLHET, Nov 18: Two people
were killed and 22 others in-
jured in clashes over land dis-
pute in Goyainghat thana here
on Tuesday-Wednesday, reports
APB.

The dead were identified as
Mobarak Ali, 65, and Abdur
Rafique, 45, both inhabitants of
village Pakerkhal under
Toakul Union.

Local sources said they died
in an encounter over the occu-
Eatinn of a beel (marsh) called

hanger Khan near Nayapara
at 9 am Tuesday. Fifteen others
were also injured in the fierce
clash.,

An aﬁgriﬂed party filed a
case with Goyainghat thana.
Police recovered the bodies
from the spot.

Of the injured, Arab Ali with
critical condition was being
treated at Goyainghat Thana
Health Complex. Some others
were admitted to the Sylhet
Osmani Hospital.

In another incident at Eko-
rura village, seven people were
injured in a clash over a khas
land this morning.

microbus collided near the air-
port bus stand at about 8:30 am.

The three were rushed to
DMCH where the on duty doc-
tors declared Kadir dead. Kadir
was scheduled to leave Dhaka
for Saudi Arabia, police said
quoting his relatives.

Police seized both the vehi-
cles soon after the incident.

The unidentified woman was
run over by a truck in city's
Demra area in the early hours
of yesterday.

JCD submits memo
to Dhaka DC today

As part of its countrywide
rogramme, BNP's student
ront Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal

will submit a memorandum to
the Deputy Commissioner in
the city today demanding re-
lease of its general secretary
Habibunnabi Sohel, reports
UNB.

They will march towards the
DC's office at 10 am, said a press
release yesterday.

Dogs
From Page 1
years and of the puppies about a
year, sources said.
Of these dogs the first batch

of 13 is arriving today, sources
said. The rest however, are

scheduled to arrive on Sunday.

Five handlers and three in-
structors will also arrive from
London to train 30 policemen
for handling and operation of
the dog squad, the sources said.

The dog squad will be em-
ployed for detection of arms
and explosive, narcotics and
terrorist elements, the sources
said. These dogs will be of two
breeds - Germnan Shepherd and
Labrador.

At least 80 policemen will be
required for the dog squad op-
eration, it was learnt.

EC resumes

issuing voters’
ID card Nov 22

The Election Commission
will resume issuing pho-
tographed voters' identity cards
froomn November 22, an official
announcement said yesterday,
reports UNB.

An orientation course for
Dhaka Divisional Commis-
sioner, all DCs, Deputy Election
Commissioners, Assistant
Election Commissioners, Dis-
trict Election Officers, Thana
Nirbahi Officers, and Thana
Election Officers will be held
today at NEC auditorium at

Sher-:-Bangla Nagar.
Chief lection Commis-

sioner Abu Hena will inaugu-
rate the course.

Meanwhile, CEC said there
is no alternative to a free, fair
and neutral election for
strengthening the democratic

order to build«a happy and
prosperous country.

Talking to a delegation of
the US-based National Demo-
cratic Institution for Interna-
tional Affairs (NDI) at his resi-
dence the CEC said democracy
ensures freedom of expression
and helps flourish thoughts and
ideas.

Abu Hena alibprised the dele-
gation of the electoral process
of the country and explained
the steps of the present govern-
ment for strengthening the elec-
tioneering system.

RUCSU polls
in April

RAJSHAHI, Nov 18: The
overdue election to Rajshahi
University Central Students'
Union (RUCSU) will be held in
April, 1999 after a lapse of 8
years, reports UNB.

RU Vice Chancellor Dr Abdul
Khaleq made the disclosure yes-

terday.

Asma

From Page 1

in charge of the nephrology de-’
partment, when contacted said
Asma’'s condition deteriorated
due to ‘excess’ intake of fluid
during the last 24 hours.

"We took out four litres of
‘excess’ fluid by dialysis from
Asma’s body today. We have re-
stricted her fluid intake to only
half a litre per day,” said Dr
Rahman.

“Any excess fluid may end
Asma’'s life,” another doctor
said. But the fluid intake is not
being supervised by any nurse,
her mother said.

Dr Shahidul Islam said .,
“Asma is at great risk and her
case is being considered as a
special one.”

Asma's mother, Zahura Be-
gum, alleged that doctors were
still not taking proper care of
her daughter. "All they do is
come and pay courtesy visits”,
she said.

Asma was sent to BMH from
DMCH for ‘better treatment’,
the director of DMCH had told
this correspondent earlier.But
her condition deteriorated after
admission to BMH.

Health minister Salahuddin
Yusuff had also given instruc-
tion for her special care.

When contacted and made
aware of her condition over
telephone yesterday, the minis-
ter said, "Please give me time
until Thursday evening to make
any comment about Asma's

L treatment.”
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SERVICE INCLUDES

TOURIST INF T
PARJATAN HEAD OFFICE
DHAKA SHERATON HOTEL

ENJOY LATE AUTUMN CRUISE
OF PARJATAN TO CHANDPUR

BREATHE IN THE OPEN AIR AND HAVE AN ESSENCE
OF NEW CROP CRUISING THROUGH THE BIGGEST
RIVERLINE OF GOLDEN BENGAL. BE A GUEST OF
PARJATAN AND ENJOY A DIFFERENT DAY ON BOARD.

DATE OF THE CRUISE  :28TH NOV. '98 (SATURDAY)
STARTING TIME & PLACE : 9:00 AM

MARY ANDERSON, VIPJETTY, PAGLA
: TK. 750.00 (PER PERSON)

TX. 650,00 (FOR CHILD UNDER 12 YRS))
TK. 2200.00 (TWIN CABIN)

TK. 1200.00 (SINGLE CABIN)

: NON-AC TRANSPORT FOR
TRANSFER, SNACKS WITH TEA/
COFFEE, LUNCH, LIVE CULTURAL
PROGRAMME ON BOARD
PARTICIPATED BY POPULAR
ARTISTS.

SPECIAL ATTRACTION  : RAFFLE DRAW & ATTRACTIVE PRIZES
PICK-UP POINTS & TIME : HOTEL ABAKASH AT 7:45 AM
~ : SONARGAON HOTEL AT 7:50 AM
~ :DHAKA SHERATON AT 8:00 AM
FOR TICKETS PLEASE CONTACT
TOURS DIVISION, PARJATAN HEAD OFFICE: 327842, 817855-9

EXT: 217, 229

: 819192, 817855-9
: 509479, 863391/566
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