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242,849_get
overseas Jobs
during ’97-98

A total of 242 849 people got
overseas employment in fiscal
1997-98, Parliament was told
yesterday, reports UNB. *

Replying to a question from
Shah Mohammad Abul Hossain
(BNF). Labour and Employment
Minister MA Mannan said wage
earners sent Taka 6,748 crore
in foreign currency during the
last fiscal.

In 1997-98, he said, 119,678
people were employed in Saudi
Arabia, 48,821 in UAE, 29,634
in Singapore, 24,103 in Kuwait,
5,825 in Oman, 5,414 in
Bahrain, 1,552 in Qatar, 1.407
in Libya. 439 in Korea, 83 in
Brunei and 1,997 in other
countries.

He said 10,120 Bangladeshis
returned from Malaysia till
November 6 last. Some 150,000
Bangladeshi workers were le-
Ealised in Malaysia this year,

e added.

Mannan said the govern-
ment has discussed the issue of
manpower export with some
African countries.

In reply to a supplementary,
he said there are over 400 legal
recruiting agencies dealing with
manpower export. The govern-
ment and individuals' initia-
tives also helped create oppor-
tunities for overseas employ-
ment, he said.

Replying to Adv Fazle Rabbi
(JP), he said none was sent
abroad with employment fol-
lowing recommendation of any
MP and the government does
not have any such plan.

GEF invites
nominations

for Global
Environment

Award

The Washington-based
Global Environment Facility
(GEF) has invited nominations
for the second annual Global
Environment Leadership
Award, reports UNB.

Nominations are open to
any individual, group or organ-
isation both in government and
non-government arena for sig-
nificant actions to protect
global environment, says a
gmssage received here yester-

ay.

Nominations must be re-
ceived by February 28, 1999 at
the address mentioned below. A
nominee should send a curricu-
lum-vitae and a letter describ-
ing in about 1000 words why he
or she deserves this recogni-
tion. The letter should detail
specific actions to resolve
global environment concerns,
their impacts and results.

‘The winner will be an-
nounced on Earth Day, April
22, 1999 and the award be pre-
sented at a ceremony in Wash-
ington in June 1999.

All submissions and in-
quiries related to this award
should be directed to: Hutton
Archer. GEF Secretariat. 1818 H
Street, NNW,

Transport operators’

appeal to political
parties

"Don't call hartal just on the
plea that there were hartals in
the past ... although there were
hartals in the past, we'll not en-
force hartal in the interest of
the country: adoption of such a
policy will have more public
EUEIEEH-" reports UNB.

is is how the transport
operators, the worst sufferers of
any political shutdown, made
an appeal to the political par-
ties, urging them to look for al-
ternative to hartal for the sake
of the country's progress.

In a statement yesterday,
Bangladesh Bus-Truck Owners
Association also hoped that the

ition leaders will recipro-
cate the Prime Minister's "no-
hartal” announcement and
make a similar pledge to assure
the countrymen.

"Today, people are very con-
scious and ready to accept the
logical political demands,"” said
the statement, signed by Asso-
;::Lilauﬂn general secretary a Ga-

La

It said: Announce your own
development programmes and
pinpoint the lapses of the gov-
ernmernt
i}i:-s: without the need for har-

The Association said they
are forced to halt movement of
transports only because of se-
curity reasons — for avoiding
losses from damages caused to
the vehicles.

One gets 10-yr
RI for keeping
illegal arms
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 18: The
Additional District and Ses-
sions Ju Ali Mansur today
sentenced one Nousha Mia to
ten years rigorous imprison-
ment for k unauthorised
E.gnss and ammumition. reports
The case in brief is that the
villagers caught Nousha Mia,.
an alleged dacoit, with one re-
volver and three rounds of bul-
let red-handed from Chuta Bar-
dona under Satkania thana on
May 15, 1994 and later handed
him over to police.

The learned judge on the ba-
sis of the chargesheet, submit-
ted nst the arrested person,
after hearing both the sides in
the case found Nousha Mia
guilty .

Assistant Public Prosecutor
Advocate Abul Hashem ap-
peared on behalf of the state
while Advocate Abul Kalam

Shamsuddin pleaded on behalf
of the accused.

... people will accept.
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_S_peqkers tﬂl worl_(shop_

Speakers at a workshop
reached a consensus on separa-
tion of judiciary from the exec-
utive as it is one of the core
problems in dispensing proper
justice and holding of fair trial,

rts BSS.

"Separation of judiciary is
the pre-condition for smooth
and speedy trial, in many of the
cases it is found that attempts
are made to interfere with the
dispensing of justice by the ex-
ecutive," they told the work-
shop.

Y B | Siddiqui chaired the first
session on the second day of the
three-day workshop on "Inves-
tigation and trial of criminal
offences: In quest of capacity
enhancement.”

Dr%aniscd by Bangladesh
Law Commission, the work-
shop is being held at the CIR-
DAP auditorium. Law Secretary

Aminullah presided over the

Inspector General of Police A

Separation of judiciary
a must for fair trial

second session,

The discussants suggested
that the number of magistrates,
‘I;n:lges as well as courts should

e sufficiently increased for
disposing of the pending cases
speedily.

They stressed the need for
introducing a skilled and expe-
rienced prosecution cadre or
service.

They also observed that cor-
ruption in courts is also a prob-
lem in the way n?mmr trial. A
comprehensive effort should be
made to free the court from cor-
ruption, they said.

People from legal profes-
sions, judiciary, magistracy
and police dcf:a.rtmmt and rep-
resentatives from NGO partici-
pated in the workshop.

Chairman of the an Com-
mission Justice Kemaluddin
Hossain and Law Commission
member Justice Naimuddin

Ahmed were present.
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BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia besi
slain BNP activist Noor Nabi which was brought to her
Minto road residence yesterday. Neor Nabi died early
yesterday at the Shuhrawardi Hospital following an

injury he received during attack at the residence of BNP
leader Prof Jaynal Abedin of Feni on Tuesday.

e e E_H:-:-’::’:-_:'_i_
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d
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Terrorists kill
farmer 1n

Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Nov 18: A
farmer was killed by some
armed terrorists at a village in
Bagha thana of the district on
Tuesday, reports APB.

Jaan Mohammad, 45, of
village Dhina, died soon after a
gang of armed miscreants
stab him indiscriminately
at about 10 am. He was harvest-
ing sugarcane in a field at his
village.

e reason behind the mur-
der could not be ascertained
immediately.

Police recovered the body
from the sugarcane-field five
hours after the incident.

"Govt has no plan
to sell rice
under OMS’

The government has no plan
for open market sale of rice as
the market is stable, Food Min-
ister Begum Matia Chowdhury
told parliament yesterday, re-
ports UNB,

Replying to Mashiur Rah-
man [(BNP) and Kazi Keramat
Ali (AL), she said the food stock
was 7,333,648 metric tons on
November 5 last.

She told MK Alam Chowd-
hury (JP) that 16 tons of food-
%\’ams sent to each union under

GF programme. Some 42 lakh
VGF cards have already been
distributed.

Motia said the market price
remains stable because of gov-
ermment's VGF, TR and Kabikha
Programmes. She said there is
no plan for introducing rural
rationing since the government
is distributing food among the
rural people under various pro-
grammes.

Responding to Shamsur
Rahman Sharif (AL), she in-
formed the House that the gov-
ernment had received commit-
ments of food aid of 12,34,517
MT after the flood. The com-
mitments of 7,26,400 MT grains
were received as flood aid while
of 5,08.117 MT as regular food

aid.
Four rounded up
1n Jessore

JESSORE, Nov 18: Police

alleged involvement in making
forged currency in the town on
Monday.

The accused are: Mujibar,
Paresh and Alauddin of Sagar-
dari village in Keshabpur

lage Govindapur in Moniram-
pur thana.

Acting on a tip-off, Kotwali
police raided two rooms of
Palash Hotel,

notes and some equipments,
and arrested the four
A case was filed with police

in this connection.

rounded up four men for their

thana. and Tariqul Islam of vil-

seized a hupe
number of forged Ten-Taka

Four tribals
kidnapped

KHAGRACHHARI, Nov 18:
Four tribal ple were report-
edly kidnapped from Lelangch-
hari village in the remote
Laksmichhari thana of the dis-
trict on Monday. reports UNB.

Among the abducted two
were PCJSS members — Aung-

jai Marma of Major Para and

Jyotis Dewan of Dewan Para.
The others were identified as
Pai Tu Aung Marma of Hajach-
hari ﬂlla%t and Mong Kya Aung
Murma of Mong Hla Para.

Police said opponents of
Peace Treaty with the govern-
ment are likely behind the ab-
duc’tiﬂn_

Political activities
banned in
Nalchhiti College

JHALAKATI, Nov 18: Politi-
cal activities have been banned
in the Nalchhiti Degree College
campus by the college authority
for the greater interest of its
students, reports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
joint meeting of the Governin
Body of the college and loca
leaders of the political parties
on Monday.

Henceforth, meetings. pro-
cessions and postering by the
students have been banned to
create congenial academic at-
mosphere in the campus.

Presided over by college
Principal AKM Nurul Alam, tEt‘:
meeting was attended, among
others, thana Awami League
President Wahed Kabir, poura
AL President Masud Khan,
thana BNP Convenor Anisur
Rahman Helal, Thana Jatiya
Party President Shahjahan
Akan and leaders of the student
organisations.

More organisations
welcome PM’s
‘no-hartal’ call

More organisations yester-
day welcomed the Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina's unambigu-
Oous announcement that
"Awami League will call no har-
tal even if returned to the oppo-
sition,” reports BSS,

“The Ogtrosllinn Leader Be-
gum Khaleda Zia will share the
same opinion to énd the era of
hartal once for all,” they said.

Bangladesh Awami Gar-

‘ments Sramik League president

Niaz Mohammad Khan and
General Secretary Abdul Hye
Manik in a statement termed
the Prime Minister's an-
nouncement as an “historic
one" and urged all democratic
forces to abjure ncgalive poli-
tics for the sake of country's
economic stability and urged
all democratic forces to shin
negative politics for the sake of
country's economic stability
and prosperity.

Govt urged to

formulate nat'l

public exams
policy

Bangladesh College Teach-
ers’ Association (BCTA) has
urged the government to formu-
late a national public examina-
tions policy for stoppage of
malpractices and holding of the
examinations smoothly, re-
ports BSS.

The appeal was made at a
special extended meeting of the
National Executive Committee
of BCTA. The meeting adopted a
resolution to invite Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina as the
chief guest to inaugurate the
forthcoming triennial confer-
ence of the BCTA to be held in
February, 1999, a press release
said here.

.The association has decided
to establish a national library
for teachers next year with the
help of UNESCO and other in-
ternational organisations.

The meeting, held recently
with BCTA president Prof AKM
Zahirul Islam, principle of
Abujar Ghiffary College, in the
chair, also called upon the gov-
ernmernt to expedite the promo-
tion of college teachers to the
posts of associate professors
and professors, to change the
staff-pattern in colleges in line
with the international standard
of teacher-student ratio and
release of the government
portion of the salaries of the
principals remained withheld.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by principal
Quazi Faruque Ahmetf General
Secretary of BCTA, Principal
Marefa Khatun, Prof Mahmudul
Hasan and Prof Deedarul Islam
— vice-President, Principal
Kazi Ataur Rahman, Prof
Syedur Rahman, Prof Asadul
Huq and Pradeep Narayan Saha
— Joint secretaries and Vice-
Principal Abdur Rob Mia. Office
Secretary.

Unani Medical
AsSsoc team
meets Hasina

An eight-member delegation
of Bangladesh Unani Medical
Association led by its president
Hakim Hafez Azizul Islam
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office yes-
terday moming, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister lauded
the role of the association in
mitigating the sufferings of the
EEGPIE through indigenous

erbal medicines. She also
urged them to further expand
their activities for the welfare
of the people.

Sheikh Hasina thanked the
association members for ren-

dering services to the flood-af-
fected people during the recent
floods.

Among others, Health Secre-
tary MA Reza and Secretary to
the Prime Minister Zakia
Akhtar Chowdhury were pre-
sent.

Rampage in
jewellery shops
protested 1n Feni

FENI. Nov 18: Jewellers As-
sociation here on Sunday
brought out a protest procession
and submitted memorandum to
SP, DC and local MP protesting

the rampages in the two I]ew-
ellery shops and looting ol or-

naments worth about Tk 40
lakh, reports UNB.

The memorandum mention-
ing the attack, damages and
looting of ornaments by the
miscreants at the Al Amin Jew-
ellers and Shirin Jewellers at
the town market in the evening
of Saturday demanded the secu-
rity of traders and exemplary
Eunishm:nt to those responsi-

le for the incident.

Besides. the members of the
association observed a token
strike by closing their respec-
tive shops from 6 am to noon on
the day expressing anger at
vandalism u?tht terrorists.

It may be mentioned here
that Al Amin Jewellers is
owned by Kamal Hazari, the
brother of Joynal Hazari MP.

A case was also registered
with the police station.

Obituary

By Staff Correspondent
I Renowned ed-

ucationist, re-
searcher and
former rin-
cipal of Dhaka
College Dr Ali
Ahmed died fo-
llowing a car-
diac operation
in Calcutta yes-
terday evening.
He was 69. says a press release.

His body will arrive in the
city this afternoon and his na-
maj-e-janaza will be held at the
Madhubazar Jame Mosque af-
ter Magrib prayers today.

Dr Ahmed worked in various
reputed institutions including
the erstwhile Pakistan Admin-
istrative Staff College at Lahore
and Bangladesh Staff College.
He was also a teacher at Dhaka
University, Jahangirnagar
University and Islamic Uni-
versity.

Author of a number of
books, Dr Ahmed was also a
columnist.

He will be buried at the Mir-
pur Intellectuals’' Graveyard.

ok ko k k¥

1S M Nurul Is-
t |lam, a former
i | member of BCS
(Information
General) cadre,
1 died of a heart
1 attack at Suh-

- { rawardy Hos-
%] pital yesterday
morning. He

‘was 63, f‘tpﬂrts BSS

Islam was also the director
(Public Relations) of Parlia-
ment Secretariat.

He hailed from the Shing-
wria village under the Ghatail
thana of Tangail district. Islam
left behind his wife, two sons,
five daughters and a host of.
relatives and friends to mourn

his death.

The National Human Rights
Comimission will be a [live-
member body headed by a re-
tired ]uche of the Appellate Di-
vision of the Supreme Court,
says the draft.

Members of the proposed
Commission will be appointed
from among persons having
knowledge of, or practical ex-

rience in, matters relating to

uman rights. “"At least one
member should be woman.”

The proposed composition
might, however, practically be
affected as a clause of the draft
law says: "No act or proceedings
of the Commission shall be

uestioned or shall be invali-

ated merely on the ground of
existence of any vacancy or de-
fect in the constitution of the
Commission.”

However, the President will
be the appointing authority of
the Commission. The Presi-
dent, while making the ap-

ointments, has to consult a
our-member committee com-
prising Prime Minister,
Speaker of Jatiya Sangsad,
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Chief Justice of
Bangladesh, says the draft. But
the government sources hinted
that the Chief Justice might
eventually be dropped from the
panel.

An Executive Director will
be there who “shall be the Chief
Executive Officer of the Com-
mission and shall exercise such

wers and discharge such
unctions of the Commission as
it may delegate to him."

Status of the Commission

The Commission will be an
independent body - separale
from any party, government,
administration, or any other
functionary or body directly or
indirectly representing inter-
ests of any such entity, draft
says. "The Commission and ev-
ery member of its staff shall
function without political or
other bias or interference,..”

The Commission will enjoy
the right to make rules to carry
out the provisions of the Human
Rights Act.

The Chairperson and mem-
bers of the Commission will
hold office for a term of five
rears “from the date on which

e enters upon his office or un-
til he attains the age of seventy
years, whichever is earlier.”

If age-limit permits. mem-
bers of the Commission shall be
eligible for re-appointment for
another term of five years.

"On ceasing to hold office, a
Chairperson or a member shall
be ineligible for further em-
ployment under the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh.”

The members as well as the
officers of the Commission
shall be deemed to be public
servarnis.

Removal of the

Commissioners

"Chairperson or any other
member of the Commission
shall only be removed from his
office by order of the President
on the ground of proved misbe-
haviour or incapacity.”

Functions of the

Commission

The functions of the Com-
mission will include inquiring,
suo meto or on a petition pre-
sented to it by a victim or any

By Nurul Kabir

person on his behalf, into com-
plaints of

(a) violation of human rights
or abetment thereof, or negli-
gence in the prevention of such
violation by a public servant

(b) intervention in any pro-
ceedings involving any allega-
tion of violation of human
rights pending before a court
with the approval of such court.

(The draft, however, is does
not say anything about what
would happen if the court con-
cerned refuses to give such ap-
proval.)

(c) visiting any jail or any
other instilution under the con-
trol of the Government, where

ersons are detained or lodged
or purposes of treatment, re-
formation, protection or wel-
fare with a view to studying the
living conditions of the in-
mates. After the visits, the
Commission will make rec-
ommendations to the govern-
ment or the authorities con-
cerned.

(d) reviewing the constitu-
tional and Iega}fﬁaﬁ:guarda for
the protection of human rights.
The Commission would also
recommend adoption of new
legislation, amendment to the
existing ones and propose ad-
ministrative measures neces-
sary for their effective imple-
mentations,

le) examining draft bills and
proposals for new legislations
to make sure that they are being
legislated in conformity with
international human rights in-
struments.

(The draft of the law has also
proposed that the Commission
will contribute to the reports
that Bangladesh is required to
submit to the UN bodies and
cominittees pursuant to its
treatﬁ obligations.)

() encouraging ratification
of international human rights
instruments. or accession to
those instruments, and ensure
their implementations.

(g) spreading human rights
literacy among various sections
of society and promote aware-
ness of the safeguards available
for the protection of these
rights through publications,
media, seminars and other
available means.

Powers relating to
inquiries

The Commission, while in-
quiring into complaints, will
enjoy the powers of a civil court
trying a suit under the Code of
Civil Procedure. In that case,
the Commission's powers will
particularly include:

(a) summoning and enforc-
ing the attendance of witness
and examining them on oath

(b] discovery and production
of any document

[c) receiving evidence on af-
[idavits

() requasitioning any public
record or copy thereof from any
court or office, and

(e} issuing commissions for
the examination of witness or
documents.

The Commission will have
the power to summon any per-
son to furnish information on
such points or matters as may
be useful or relevant to the sub-
ject matter of the inquiry. Any
person so required shall be
deemed to be legally bound to
furnish such information.

However, no statement made
by a person in the course of

MFULATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELODMEN

BOMOOL. OF SRNVIBDNMENT AL BCENCE ArD WANSEEMEN

The School of Environmental Science and Management of
the Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB) organised
a seminar on Population and Sustainable Development at
its campus yesterday.

Assistant Director General of Australian Agency for Inter-

'''''''''''

national Development (AusAlID) Murray Proctor paid a
visit to UCEP-Dhaka Technical School at Mirpur on
Tuesday. He was accompanied by Dr Sun-Hee Lee,

Director of South Asia, AusAlD.

— UCEP photo

_BUET team wins

ICPC contest

A team from Bangladesh
University of Engineering &
Technology (BUET) won the
first position in the ACM/
International Collegiate Pro-
gramming Contest (ICPC) held
at NSU on Tuesday, says a press
release.

The programme was inaugu-
rated by Professor Hafiz G A
Siddiqi, Pro Vice Chancellor of
NSU. Dr C J Hwang, the Asian
Regional Director of ACM and
Dr Abul L Haque, Chairman,
Computer Science Department
were also present ICPC is the
worldwide computer-program-
ming contest and NSU is one of
the four sites in Asia.

The winner — Team F of
BUET — will participate in the
contest finals to be held in the
Netherlands on April 8-12.

BCL sweeps
Khulna Govt
Women’s College
election

KHULNA, Nov 18: Rulin
party-backed Banglades
Chhatra League (BCL) swept a
landslide victory in students’
union election of Khulna Gov-
ernment Women's College held
Tuesday, reports APB.

Out of the total 29 executive
posts of the student union, BCL
won 24. BNP-supported Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal captured
the rest five, according to offi-
cial result.

Kazi Sakinur Setu has been
elected vice president (VP} while
Israt Jahan Poly and Shammi
Akhter have obtained general
secretary (GS) and assistant
general secretary (AGS) posts.

%iving evidence before the
ommission shall subject him
to, or be used against him in
any civil or criminal proceed-
ing - except a prosecution ‘for
giving false evidence by such
statement.
The Commission, or an

other officer not below the r
of a Gazetted Officer authorised
by it. may enter any building or
Eace where the Commission

as reason to believe that some
documents relating to the sub-
ject of inquiry may be found
there. The Commission or its
officers would also enjoy the
right to seize any such gncu-
ment or take extracts or copies
from the place.

Investigation

The Commission shall have
its own investigation agency to
robe into the allegations. It
may utilise the services of any
officer or investigation agency
of the Government”.

While conducting the inves-
tigation, an officer concerned
would enjoy the right to

(a) summon and enforce the
attendance of any person and
examine him

(b) require the discovery and
production of any document,
and

(c) requisition any public
record or copy thereof from any
office.

Steps after inquiries

The Commission will not
have any right to punish the
violators of human rights, al-
though it would enjoy the rights
of a Civil Court trying a suit un-
der the Code of Civil Procedure
while inquiring into the allega-
tions.

The steps it would be able
take on completion of an inves-
tigation includes:

1. Making recommendations
to the government for
“initiation of proceedings for
prosecutions” or any other ac-
tion against the human rights
violator.

- Five-member NHRC planned

2. Approaching towards the
High Court for s&ch orders or
filing writ petitions

3. Making recommendations
to the government or other au-
thorities concerned for the

ant of immediate interim re-
ief to the victim or the mem-
bers of his family.

Annual and special
reports of the Commission

The Commission has to
submit an annual report to the
Government. If necessary, it

would also submit special re-
ports.
The government has to place

the reports in Parliament in 90
days from the date of their
submission. Besides, the gov-
ernment has to place a memo-
randum of action taken or pro-
posed to be taken on recom-
mendations of the Commis-
sion.

The govérnment has also to
show reasons for non-accep-
tance of the recomnmendations,
if any.

But still there is no obliga-
tion on the part of the govern-
ment to allow a discussion in
the House on the human rights
reports.

Salaries and Trust Fund

The salaries and allowances
of the members of the Commis-
sion shall be determined by the
parliament and shall be
charged in the Human Rights
Commission Trust Fund to be
created,

The Fund will be created, in
addition to the money to be ap-
propriated by parliament,
through donation or contribu-
tion as well as accumulating to
it “from any source”.

The Comptroller and auditor
General of the state shall audit
the accounts of the Commis-
sion.

The headquarters of the
Commission shall be at Dhaka
while it "may establish offices
at other places in Bangladesh”.
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