j S endorses

changes to
JMBA

law

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day passed the Jamuna Multi-
urpose Brldﬁe Authority
&;Jnlfndmcbnl}ﬂﬂi , 1998 amidst
walkout sition mem-
bers who tgrrne%pﬁl: bill faulty.
position members belong-
ing to BNP and Jatiya Party
also suggested for the Presiden-
t's approval to the bill, calling
it a "money bill". -

With the passage of the bill,
the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge Authority (JMBA) Ordi-
nance, 1985 was amended en-
trusting JMBA with the re-
sponsibility of construction of
bridges having a length of 1500
metres or more, and approach
roads (toll roads) to be con-
structed either by government
or private financing, and set-
ing up of two police stations at
both ends of the bridge and
maintenance of such bridges.

BNP lawmakers, led by MK
Anwar, staged the walkout
moments before the House
passed the bill unanimously
with ruling Awami League
members voting for it. The JP
MPs, despite their opposition to
the bill piloted by their party
colleague and Communication
Ministers Anwar Hossain, ab-

See Page 12 Col 1

Holzman meets
Khaleda again

US Ambassador in Dhaka
John C Holzman had over an
hour's parley with Leader of the

ition Begum Khaleda Zia
at her 29 Minto Road residence
yesterday evening, reports UNB.

Holzman exchanged views,
along with other diplomats and
mission representatives of dif-
ferent countries and organisa-
tions, with Begum Khaleda Zia
at the same venue on Tuesday.

Country's political situation
— Efpaslt.iun movement in par-
ticular-figured high in the top-
ics at that meeting. But it was
not known what transpired
between the two yesterday.

"Nothing for the press.” the
American .envoy said parrying
queries from newsmen while
emerging from the meeting.

Also, BNP didn't hold any
press briefing on Holzman's
meeting with the party chair-
person, who is currently lead-
ing an opposition alliance

movement, demanding
midterm polls.
Party lawmakers Dr Moyeen

Khan and Morshed Khan were
present during the meeting.

Degree exams
from today

GAZIPUR. '‘Nov 18: Degree
Pass and Certificate Course ex-
aminations under the National
Unjversitg begin tomorrow, re-
ports UNB.

A total 1,90.041 candidates,
including 3.619 Certificate
Course examinees, will take
part in this year's examina-
tions to be held in 569 centres
and 13 sub-centres, according to
official sources,

Of the 1,86,422 degree exan-
inees, the highest 89, 953 will sit
for BA examination, followed
by 50,266 for BSS, 29,988 for B
Com, 16,193 for BSc and 22 for
B Music.

In Dhaka city, some 19,157
candidates will appear in the
examinations at 20 centres.

The division-wise number of
candidates: Dhaka — 34,228,
Chittagong — 45.253, Rajshahi
— 58,533, Khulna — 20,181,
Barisal — 7,125 and Sylhet —
4 967 . -

This year, 19 new centres
have been set up while 34 col-
leges were blacklisted, official
sources said.

— Inside Today
Article

How to Avoid
Hartal? A Case
Study and
Remedy

Column: Currents and
Crosscurrents
by M M Rezaul Karim
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Oxy starts test

production in
Jalalabad

By Igbal Siddiquee.and Sharier Khan

US company Occidental be-

ﬁan test production in the

alalabad gas field yester-
day, sources said.

If all goes well, Occidental
might be able to start supplying
100 million cubic feet of gas per
day (mmcfd) to the national
grid from late December, the
sources said. This would be the
first time that gas would come
from an Occidental effort.

Different gas fields under
various subsidiaries of
Petrobangla are currently pro-
ducing around 800 mmcfd of
gas. The gas is largely used for
electricity and fertiliser pro-
duction and there is a projected
shortfall of around 200 mmecfd
against demand.

When Occidental would start
supplying gas, it is likely that
Petrobangla would have to re-
duce its own production to pur-
chase Jalalagad gas although
there is an unmet demand. "[t
would be so because gas con-
sumption infrastructure is in-

adequate,” said a source.

The purpose of the gas test-
ing is to perforate the wells in
the gas zones and produce a
small quantity of gas to test the
ability of the wells to deliver
gas, field manager of Occidental
in Sylhet Gonzalo A Ruiz told
the Divisional Commissioner
of Sylhet in a letter.

During the experimental
production, gas will be burnt
under controlled conditions
and fire and smoke will be visi-
ble from the locations of the
wells but it will be confined to a
limited area called "flare pit”.

The field manager said all
precautions have been taken to
ensure a safe operation and
complete the testing in the
shortest possible time.

Occidental is facing a "com-
mon~ problem in installing the
pipeline to connect the Jalal-
abad gas field with the national
gas grid at Kailashtila. Sources
said the US company was facing
problems in acquiring private

lands to construct the pipeline.

"But we hope Occidental
would be able to acquire neces-
sary land within its deadline,”
said a source adding that such
problems of land acquisition
were common in Bangladesh.

Occidental will be suppl¥1ng
the Jalalabad gas from four
wells. Yesterday, it started
testing from one of the four.
Gradually, all the wells will be
tested.

Each of the wells would ini-
tially supply 25 mmcfd gas
through the 24-km pipeline to
the national grid. Later, the
grﬂductiun will be increased to

00 mmcfd. It is expected that
the Jalalabad Gas field would
remain active for 15 years.

Work on the Gas Processing
Plant at Alurtal, four kilome-
tres off Sylhet town. is now
nearing completion.

Official sources in Sylhet
said Occidental is preparing to
drill a fifth well in Jalalabad

See Page 12 Col 3

Dratt law tor HR watchdog

Amidst opposition allega-
tions of gross human rights vio-
lation by the government, the
ministry of law seems to be al-
most ready to set up a national
level human rights commission
in the country.

“Most of lt-rlt home work has
already been done, 1 will try to
move the bill for setting up of
the NHRC in any of the next two
sessions of parliament,” Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Af-
fairs. Minister: Abdul atin

A glimpsé of
celestial
freworks

By Special Correspondent

Hundreds of people — from
grandchildren to grandparents
— converged on the trade fair
ground at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
in the early hours of Wednesday
to experience the magic of me-
teors showering on Earth.

A loud cheer from the crowd
greeted the first sighting of me-
teors from the Tempel-Tuttle
comet, shrouded in darkness as
street lights were switched off
by the City Corporation on re-
quest from the Bangladesh As-
tronomical Association.

But two telescopes specially
set up were not enough to meet
the appetites of the amateur as-
tronomers. A long queue,
nonetheless, waited patiently

- till the crack of dawn, despite a

veil of light mist and stray
clouds.

When the first meteor de-
scended at 12:30 am, the crowd
jumped and cheered in ecstasy.

he stargazers counted 26 by
2:40am.

Four-year-old Ismam Inte-
sham Majid, who had forgotten
to sleep to watch the celestial
fireworks, waited patiently for
his turn at the telescope with
his parents.

"It is great.” said his mother,
Hosne Ara Jolly, a college
teacher. His father, Shakoor
Majid, an architect, captured on
camera the historic moment of
his wife and son watching the

great event. ’
When the Leonid meteor
shower as it is popularly

called, was theoretically sup-

sed to appear its brightest,

tween 2:40 am and 4:17 am,

clouds barred vision of the east-
See Page 12 Col 1

Farmers

Cultivation of IRRI-Boro and
other winter crops is being de-
layed in Madaripur and Gopal-
E:ndl districts due to acute crisis

dhigh price of seeds, farmers
said.

The farmers can hardly
manage to collect seeds as their

rices have shot up allegedly

ause government dealers

have sold the seeds in the black
market.

They are now seeking loan
from banks and local ans
(money lenders) to buy seeds
which has confounded their
problem because of delay in
getting loans.

While visiting different ar-
eas of the two districts, this
correspondent found that dif-
ferent wvarieties of IRRI-Boro
seeds were selling at Tk 13 to 18
per kg against the usual price
Tk 8 to 10 and wheat a} Tk 20 to
23 against Tk 10 to 15.

Asked about the seed crisis,
most of the farmers said they
either ate or sold those after the

By Nurul Kabir

Khashru told The Daily Star
last week.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina announced her govern-
ment’s plan to set up a human
rights commission in the coun-
try's Jatiya Sangsad, while the
law minister had made the
promise in the UN general as-
sembly last year.

However, a draft bill in this
regard has almost been fi-
nalised by the Institutional De-
velopment of Human Rights in

+

Bangladesh Project (IDHRB).
The draft has so far been re-
vised three times over the pe-
riod of more than a year.

“In the course of revision. we

have exchanged views with hu-
man rights activists, lawyers,

journalists, local NGOs, foreign

experts and so on,” said K M
Haque Kaiser, Project Co-ordi-
nator of the

(A detailed story on page 11)
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THEATRE IN THE SKY: Hundreds thronged the open

square in city's Agargaon to have a glimpse of the

heavenly showers.

— Star photo
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Jail killing case

8 of 23 accused
to be produced

1N court today

By Staff Correspondent
Eight of the 23 chargesheeted

accused in the Jail Killing Case
will be produced before the Ad-
ditional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate’'s Court today.

e court will be housed in
the same building in front of
Dhaka Central Jail from where
the verdict of Bangabandhu

Murder Case was delivered, re- _

ports our court correspondent.

Four national leaders --
Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin

med, Mansur Ali and AHM
Kamruzzaman -- were killed in
Dhaka Central Jail on Novemn-
ber 3, 1975.

Of the chargesheeted 23, the
eight are detained at Dhaka
Central Jail, two -- Khandokar
Mustague Ahmed and Ma-
habubul Alam Cahshi -- are
dead and the rest eleven are ab-
sconding.

The eight are: Lt Col
(dismissed] Syed Faruqur Rah-
man . Lt Col (relieved) Sultan
Sahrier Rashid Khan . Major
(retd) Bazlul Huda, Taheruddin
Thakur , Major (retd) Khairuz-
zaman , Shah Moazzem Hos-
sain. KM Obaidur Rahman and
Nurul Islam Manjur. They will
be produced before the court as
today is the date for their ap-
pearance.

Of the eight, Faruqur Rah-
man , Sahrier Rashid and Ba-
zlul Huda have been sentenced
to death by firing squad in pub-
lic in the Bangabandhu Murder
Case.

The three were sent to the
condemn cell in the jail after
pronouncement of the judgment
in Bangabandhu Murder Case
on November 8.

The Additional Chief Metro-

olitan Magistrate Habibur
man will sit in the bench as
the case is not ready for trial at
this moment due to procedural
matter. Ultimately, this case
will be transferred to the Court
of Session’'s Judge, Dhaka when
it is ready for trial, our corres-
pondent added.

Sonali in UK opts
to become
banking subsidiary

Sonali Bank. the country's
largest nationalised commer-
cial bank, will close all its six
UK branches, to start afresh as
a banking subsidiary by June
next year.

"We'll close down our
branches in UK towards mak-
ing a new start as a bankin
subsidiary, not as a financia
company,” Sonali Bank Chair-
man Dr Farashuddin. since
designated as Governor of Ban-
513{[1:5!1 Bank. told UNB vyester-

ay.

Unhappy with the perfor-
mance ol Sonali Bank branches
in UK, the Bank of England was
Erﬂsslng for closing down those

ranches and turning the
Bank's operation there as a fi-
nancial company.

The banking watchdog in UK
also advised the Sonali Bank to
take steps to recover its overdue
loans and reduce manpower in
UK.

The Sonali Bank authori-
ties, however, tried to persuade
the UK authorities to maintain
its status in UK at least as a
subsidiary-company. if not as a
full-fledged bank.

Dr Farashuddin was among
the three-member delegation
that rushed to London late last
month to negotiate with the
UK's banking authorities and to
settle the Sonali Bank's future
in England.

Sonali Bank will begin its
business in UK again on a "'sma-
ller scale,” said Dr Farashu-
ddin.

The outstanding loans of the
Bank's UK branches stood at
about 3 million pound sterling
(equivalent to Tk 24 crore). Of
this, 2.5 million pound are
"classified” with two borrowers,
according to Sonali Bank
SOUIrcCes.

All these outstanding loans
have been transferred to the
Sonali Bank's central account
in absence of any collateral
against the loans in England,
Dr Farashuddin said.
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Asma Begum is bracing slowly but surely for a painful end
to her life at the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical

University Hospital.

— Star photo

Rajuk’s search for
foreign capital

Modern tourist facilities including
5-Star hotel planned

By Staff Correspondent

Rajuk is seeking foreign In:.

vestment in a multi-million-

taka complex, World Trade Cen-
ire.. on the. soidhern side of-
Sonargaon Hotel in the city
that is now an open sewerage.

Rajuk sources said the 14-
acre complex will have five-star
hotels, modern conference and
shopping centres with an artifi-
cial lake in the middle. Rajuk
has given up three acres of adja-
cent land for construction of
World Trade Centre.

Two Malaysian engineering
and construction firms have
submitted an initial project
proposal with their local repre-
sentative, Comfort,

In the last week of October,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was shown a model of the prob-
able complex that was based on

the Malaysian proposal. The
prime minister had directed the
authorities concerned to com-
plete the complex in two years,
prior to the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) summit
scheduled for the year 2001 in
Dhaka.

Two other firms -- a Chinese
and an American -- have also
shown interest in investing in
the construction. Official
sources said whoever is
awarded, Rajuk will definitely
be the main partner. The in-
vestor will bear the construc-
tion cost while Rajuk will pro-
vide the land and they will
share the profit. As long as the
cost is not paid off to the in-
vestor, Rajuk would be looking
at a 70-30 deal, a Rajuk official
hinted.

Duty-free onion import
if necessary: Tofail

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed yester-
day said if necessary, the gov-
ernment will make zero tariff
on onion import to stabilise the
market, reports UNB.

Replying to Haji Md Selim
(AL), he said the government
has reduced the import tariff on
onion from 30 per cent to 7.5
per cent due to production
shortfall in the country and
also in neighbouring India.

Tofail said although the gov-
ernment does not import onion
or any other perishable items
through TCB, it is now doing so
alongside private sector consid-
ering the present situation.

Referring to the government
steps to check price-hike of es-
sentials, he said he had dis-
cussed the matter with different
trade bodies and measures had
been taken for import, adequate
stock and steady supply of es-
sentials.

Tofail said unfavourable
climate hampered food produc-
tion in the last season, and pro-

duction of onion and chilly was
also less, leading to increase in
their prices. The devastating
flood also contributed to this
situation.

In view of this situation, he
said the tariff on onion import
was reduced to 7.5 per cent from
30 per cent till Janu 1, 1999
and tariff on chilly fixed at 15
per cent instead of 30 per cent.
There was no tax on rice im-
port, he added.

With the price rise of soy-
abean oil, the import tariff on
soyabean has been reduced to
22.5 per cent from 30 per cent,
Tofail told the House.

He said there was no crisis of
salt in the country, but to build
up an emergency stock, TCB has
been directed to procure 20,000
metric tons — 10,000 MT
through import and 10,000 MT
from local market.

Totail said the Commerce
Ministry is monitoring the food
situation and there will be no
food crisis.
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Asma is
dying

| By Staff Correspondent

Asma Begum, whose only
functioning kidney was
‘mistakenly’ removed durin
an operation at Dhaka Medic
College Hospital (DMCH) about
two months ago, is now in a
state of coma at Bangabandhu
Medical Hospital (BMH).

During a visit yesterday this
correspondent found Asma ly-
ing on a dirty bed, gasping for
breath, her eyes half open. Her
condition deteriorated since
Tuesday night, her mother said

A doctor said. "Asma’s con-
dition is not well and she is in
death bed.”

Asma cannot sit without an
support. She cannot speak ancf
recognise people except her
mother since late Tuesday
night.She shivers and moans in
pain when she tries to lift any
of her limbs. There are wrin-
kles all over her body.

Asma could not sleep durin
the last four nights and coul
not eat anything yesterday, her
mother sitting on the bed beside
her said.

Doctors said,a medical
board was formed yesterday in
view of Asma’s deteriorating
condition. The board termed
Asma’s condition ‘risky" and
decided to ‘continue treatment’.

Asma lost three kilograms
of weight since her admission
to the hospital and may con-
tinue to lose weight, they said.

Dr.Habibur Rahman who is

See Page 12 Col 8

Dogs the

detectives
By Mizan Al

The government is setting up
a so-called Dog Squad to
strengthen police capability to
fight crime and provide secu-
rity.

FThf: first batch of dogs is ar-
riving in Dhaka from London
tud%ﬁ. officials said yesterday.

e dogs are trained to help
police perform screening oper-
ations a%ajnat potential terror-
ists and detect arms and
weapoins. The project is worth
Tk three crore.

Around half the money is be-
ing spent for setting up the
‘Kennel' to house them and fa-
cilities for their breeding, hos-
pital and administrative struc-
ture, the officials said.

The rest of the money will be
spent to procure 25 dogs, their
trainin% and a three-month
course by foreign handlers for
police personnel.

The dogs have been pur-
chased from a British company
called Chilport UK Ltd.

Of the 25 dogs, five are
trained and the rest are puppies.
The average age of the trained
dogs is about one and a half

See Page 12 Col 7

Injured BNP
activist dies,

hartal at
Feni today

FENI, Nov 18: BNP called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal here to-
morrow to protest the killing of
its activist Nur Nabi yesterday,
reports UNB.

Nabi, 30, was fatally injured
during the attack on Feni dis-
trict BNP general secretary Prof
Zoinal Abedin's house allegedly

-by "armed terrorists” of ruling

Awami League on Tuesday. He
died at Suhrawardy Hospital in
the capital late Tuesday night.

As his death news spread in
the town, the BNP activists
went on rampage and damaged
five tempos, a truck and a mi-
crobus.

The protesters exploded
bombs throughout the night
and put up barricades on the
Feni-Porshuram and Feni-
Ramgarh roads.

Nabi's first namaj-e-janaza
was held.in front of BNP chief
Begum Khaleda Zia's official
residence 29 Minto Road.

Tensions gripped the town.

wait for scarce, costly seeds

By Gobinda Bar

flood. * Now we can realise the
saying :one dies when some one
eats poison but ten die when
they eat seeds” a farmer in
Tungipara said.

Enamul Haq Biswas of the
same village said he mortgaged
some of his land and borrowed
money from local money
lenders to buy seeds. X

going to the Tungipara thana
agriculture office for the last
four-five days, but they are
putting me off saying that seeds
were not available™ . "Come to-
morrow, they say”, he said.
Talking to this correspon-
dent, a number of farmers in
Tungipara also alleged that
some people who have no land

Report from Gopalganj
and Madaripur

He intends to cultivate wheat
and IRRI in six bighas of land.

Abdur Rahman of Patgati
village expressed frustration
whether he would get agricul-
ture loans for cultivatin
wheat. “Officials of the loca
bank have been putting me off
for the last 15 days. | am now
frustrated about loan,” Rahman
a marginal farmer said.

Aiyub Ali Sheikh of the
same village said, " | have been

and do not cultivate, have got
seeds and fertiliser from the

riculture office. They got fer-
tiliser and seeds because of
their ‘close relation’ with the
relief committee members, the
farmers alleged. The relief
committee formed with local
influential people who belong
to a political party approve the
list of people eligible for getting
seeds and fertiliser from the lo-
cal agriculture office. But the

list is often manipulated, they
alleged.

Most of the farmers the cor-
respondent talked to at Char-
muguria, Kadambari and Rajoir
in Madaripur district alleged
that they did not get anly seed or
fertiliser from agriculture of-
fices. * We do not know how we
will cultivate lands,” one of
them said.

Asked how they will buy
seeds, the farmers said they
would have to go for taking
loans from bank or from the
mahajans or mortgage land.

Agriculture officials at
Tungipara thana , the target of
Boro cultivation in the thana
this year is 6,500 hectares and
wheat 120 hectares.

They said a total of 2333 kg
IRRI-Boro, wheat and vegetable
seeds and Tk 9,50695 has so far
been distributed among some
4200 farmers in Rajoir thana in
Madaripur district as part of
the agriculture rehabilitation
programme this year.

i X

Make Monday’s
hunger strike
a success: BNP

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuyian has
sought cooperation from people
of all walks of life to make
Monday's mass hunger strike a
success, reports UNB.

"We have to dislodge the 'ter-
rorist and fascist’ government
through a unjted movement." he
said while exchanging views
with leaders of difierent pro-
fessional groups yesterday.

Bhuyian told them that peo-
ple would apply all means of
democratic rights to overthrow
the government if it does not
give up anti-people and fascist
activities.

"Awami League has been
hatching a conspiracy to re-
store one party rule", he added.

He said corruption, irregu-
larities and unrest in the ad-
ministration have exceeded the
record of any time. There is no

chain of command in any sec-
tor.

—— -

'ANNOUNCEMENT

A public dialogue on “Women

and Security”,

organised by

The ANaily Star and Centre for
Alternatives will be held at IBA
auditorium (behind Madhu's
Canteen) Dhaka University on

Saturday, 21 November, 1998
from 9:30 am-5:00 pm. Leading
women activists, academicians,
jurists, feminists, writers and
many more will participate in

the discussion.

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND




