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Prime Minister's directive

Draw up post-flood

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked offi-
cials to take an integrated rural
development programme, re-
ports UNB.

"Take projects in the villages
in line with the concept of
Ashrayan programme for gen-
crnttni; employment and ensur-
ing all other development cen-
tring the rural areas,” she told
officials of the LGRD and Coop-
eratives Ministry.

Reviewing the activities on
post-flood rehabilitation pro-
grammes of the ministry at the
secretariat, the prime minister
also asked them to draw up and
approve post-flood projects
very fast for getting speedy help
from the donors.

She said massive response
had been received from the
donore for
tauon works and the assistance
would be coming soon after
completion of the project pro-
files.

About the uplift of rural ar-
eas following the concept of
Ashrayan a}:mject. she directed
them to take up education, em-

loyment generation and

ealth and sanitation pro-
grammes for the welfare of the
villagers,

Hasina also suggested the
cooperative system in the rural
areas be reinforced for poverty
alleviation and giving a boost
to the rural economy,

She asked the officials for
taking special care in main-
taining cleanliness, ensuring
safe drinking water and speedy
garbage disposal.

Hasina told them to under-
take special drives to combat
mosquito menace in the urban
areas, particularly in the capi-
tal city, and to take measures to
contain spread of diseases by
maintaining hygienic envi-
ronment.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman, in the re-
view meeting, hoped that the
flood-stricken people would
also be able to recoup the losses
caused by the floods as they
could successfully combat the

calamity with the united efforts
of all.

post-flood rehabili-

projects very fast

Local Government Divisioh

Secretary Hasnat Abdul Hye

al!I)prised the prime minister ofs
the

post-flood activities and
said a Tk 11.27 crore project
had been taken urgenfly for
protection and maintenance of
roads, bridges and culverts.

He said under the Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment 65,876 tubewells were re-
paired in immediafe flood-time
rehabilitation schemes, 29,014
elevated and 27,887 tubewells
installed, while 2,476 latrines
were set up.

Dhaka WASA has spent Tk
3.89 crore for the rehabilitation
of deep tubewells and repair of
the power sub-stations and
drainage system, Abdul Hye
said.

" For post-flood rehabilita-
tion the government has allo-
cated Tk 78 crore for various
projects of the division. and the
government is getting Tk 218.45
crore from the foreign donors,
the secretary informed.

The donors also made com-
mitment for Tk 72 crore for the
répair of damaged roads in the
capital and the government
also r%u::-t; aid pledges from the
World Bank, SIDA, German
FWP, Japan and other donor
countries and agencies.

Rural Development and Co-
operatives Secretary Ahbab

mad said 75 lakh members
are working under the 145,000
cooperative societies.

e said Tk 300 crore had
been allocated for micro-credit
to the affected farmers and
other groups through the coop-
eratives and Tk 88.87 crore dis-
tributed among the affected
farmers.

Ahbab Ahmad said amon
the cooperative farmers Tk 10
crore would be distributed for
producing post-flood crops and
that steps had been taken to
sanction another tranche of Tk
150 crore for disbursement.

For rehabilitation of the af-
fected poor and for income-gen-
erating works upto October, Tk
82.13 crore has been dis-
tributed. Under the rural liveli-
hood programme, a Tk 316
crore project will be imple-
mented, he said.

—Bill tosaabilise Tk 200 cr
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prolonged flooding in the last
monsoon slowed down the rev-
enue collection as economic ac-
tivities remained stalled for
two months.

Referring to food imports to
replenish the stock, Kibria said
the government would need
some Tk 790 crore to buy 10
lJakh metric tonnes of food-
grain.

Apart from this, Tk 1027
crore is required for food dis-
tribution in th of VGF, GR.
and Food for Works to feed the
poor.
Besides, 15 lakh meiric
tonnes of food are expected
from external aid while 10 lakh
tonnes would be imported in the
private sector,

"None has died from starva-
tion as the government took
emergency measures to arrange
food,” Kibria said. Assurin
that there is adequate stock o
food, he dismissed the fears of
famine.

He said Tk 619 crore is
needed for post-flood rehabili-
tation while Tk 158 crore had
already been spent from the
contingency fund.

The opposition lawmakers

ued that if the external flood
‘ald was sufficient, as claimed
by the government, then what
necessitated imposition of
fresh taxes on the ple.

They alleged tm the sur-
charges imposed through an or-
dinance sidetracking the par-
liament reflected the "auto-
cratic mentality of the gov-
ernment. ot

Dr Moyeen Khan called the |
Bill unusual and asked what the
Eﬁ’wcmmcnt would do with |

| is Tk 300 crore” when the:
post-flood rehabilitation would

funds to help
cover quickly from this

require a big chunk of Tk
15,000 crore.

Abdul Mannan said it would
have been nice if the govern-
ment could stop unproductive
expenditure without imposing
fresh taxes.

Dr Rustam All Farazi said
the government cannot impose
such taxes through ordinance
as per relevant article of the
Constitution that envisages
that a new tax cannot be im-
posed without parliament's ap-
proval.

The House rejected the oppo-
sition's amendments and pas-
sed the Bill by voice vote.

4 o1l companies
donate $1m
for postflood
rehabilitation

By Staff Correspondent

Four multinational oil and
gas companies operating in the
count ave donated I million
US dollars to CARE Bangladesh
and the International Centre
for Diarrhoeal Diseases Re-
search, Bangladesh (ICDDR.B)
for flood relief and rehabilita-
tion in the country.

Cairn Energy PLC. Occiden-
tal Oll and Gas, Shell and Uno-
cal Corporation pooled the
Bangladesh re-
year's
catastrophic flooding. said
member of the Board of
Trustees, ICDDR.B. Major Gen-
eral (retd) MR Choudhury at a
press conference in the city
yesterday. S
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BNP leaders and activists marching tow

ards Sa

ngsad Bhaban in the_ city yesterday.

BNP march: Memo to Speaker
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Bangla Motor crossing from
where separate delegations
went to the Speaker's chamber
to submit their memoranda.

Contingents of riot police
remained vigilant at Paltan
Maidan well before the BNP
leaders and workers had started
arriving there at around 3 pm.

Before Khaleda Zia's arrival
at 4 pm, her party's top leaders
including some 40 MPs turned
up. By then, several thousand
people reached the venue where
a BNP rally came under attack
on November 7.

At 4.20 pm. the programme
began with recitation from the
holy Quran. Khaleda Zia ad-
dressed the gathering after the
party's city unit chief Sadek
Hossain Khoka. MP spoke,
blasting the government for
“foiling” their November 7
rally at the same place. He also
warned of dire consequences
had the Nov 7 incidents oc-
curred again,

Just before the start of the
march at 4.50 pm, the opposi-
tion leader asked her partymen
to carry out the programme
ptaceful]g and guard against
any trouble-mongers who she
said might have been in the
crowd.

“Terrorists may be planted
here also. Remain alert and
catch if you find any. We'll try
such terrorist under the law of
the land”, she said.

Riding on a jeep, with her se-
curity van ahead, Khaleda Zia
started leading the marchers,
followed by riot policemen.
Amid full-throated slogans by

the workers. she passed through
the Noor Hossain Square. the
Purana Paltan crossing, the
Jatiya Press Club, Matsya Bha-
ban and Shahbagh points to
reach the Bangla Motor cross-
inr%. At places on her way. the
BNP chief waived at the crowd
along the streets. Riot and
armed policemen were deployed
at different points of the pro-
cessions’ routes.

- At Bangla Motor peéint, an
iron-fence barricade. backed
several hundreds of riot an
armed policemen, was put on.
The BNP marchers, aided by
those of other parties who had
reached the spot earlier,
demonstrated for quite some-
time, shouting anti-govern-
ment slogans on their arrival
there at 5.30 pm.

At that stage. policemen
were found using powerful
lights to detect trouble-mongers
in the violent crowd and at the
adjacent buildings.

Before starting for the
Sangsad Bhaban, Khaleda Zia
thanked the marchers and ad-
vised them to go back home
peacefully. "Our agitation is to
protect the country and its peo-
ple. Today's march has proved
it once again that we believe in
peaceful agitation™, she said
urging the partymen to join the
November 23 hunger strike at
Paltan Maidan.

Then the opposition leader
drove to the Sangsad Bhaban
while other party leaders.
mostly MPs. also reached there
by different modes of transport.

Deputy Leader of the Dﬁpcsi—
tion Prof. Badruddoza Choud-
hury led a BNP delegation to the
Speaker's office at 6.20 pm and
handed over a four-page memo-
randum to him. The BNP dele-
ﬁ,ﬂtmn comprising its senior

Ps and three non-MP leaders
had a 33-minute discussion
with Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury.

Emerging from the meeting.
Chief Whip of the Opposition
Khandakar Delwar Hossain
told the waiting reporters that
their discussion ranged from
the government repression on
the street to its maltreatment of
the opposition members in the
House.

“We sought the Speaker's in-
tervention in the affairs. espe-
cially those related to the run-
ning of the Sangsad, and urged
him to make the parliament
more effective through his neu-
tral role,” he said and quoted

Promotion
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Rashid Khan replaces him in

the agricullure ministry.
Dhirajkumar Nath, J8S,
shipping ministry has been ap-
pointed Director General of
Bangladesh Management Insti-

tute. Shakhawat Hossain, a JS

(OSD} in establishment min-
istry has been appointed Direc-
tor of Government Employees
Welfare Directorate. Mizanur
Rahman, formerly commercial
counselor, Bangladesh embassy
in Washington, has been pro-
moted as JS and made OSD in
establishment ministry.
Shakhwat Hossain, JS (OSD) in
establishment ministry has
been transferred to agriculture
ministry as a J5S.

Young man's eyes
gouged out

By Staff Correspondent

A gang of criminals gouged
out the eyes of a young man at
Dhania in the city Sunday
night.

Babul. 25, was returning
home to Jinjira from a rela-
tive's house at Dhania at about
9:30 pm when the gang, num-
bering four, caught and dragged
him inside an underconstruc-
tion building and gouged out his
eyes after beating him, his rela-
tives said. He is under treat-
ment at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

The reason behind the attack
could not be known.

the S

aker to have told them
that he would talk to the gov-
ernment leaders on the matter.
Delwar said they reminded
the Speaker of the four-point
agreement with the government
and sought his help in its im-
lementation. "We also told
im of the government's dis-

criminatory attitude -- allow-
ing Ershad, accused in several
cases, to join the parliament
session while barring two BNP
lawmakers, KM Obaidur Rah-
man and Alamgir Kabir, from
doing the same,” he noted.
Ruling party’s attack on the
opposition agitators, ministers’
"untrue” and “provocative”
statements on the floor of the
House were some other issues
discussed, he said."The
Speaker assured us of his el-
forts, within his jurisdiction, to
address the issues.”
Later, BNP lawmakers
Eintd the session at 6.50 pm.
ut Khaleda Zia. who stayed at
her Parliament office for quite
sometime. did not attend.
BNP's memorandum to the
Speaker referred to all the is-
sues the p had been using to
agitate against the government.
On the much-talked-about har-
tal issue, it said hartal is a

.democratic right.

Recalling that the AL, while
in the opposition, observed har-
tal for 173 days, the memoran-
dum alleged the government de-
ployed notorious criminals
against the BNP workers when-
ever the party observed any
hartal. “Thus the country is
being pushed towards an un-

warranted anarchy.”

— Btar photo

CU Syndicate
members

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 16: Dr
Ershad Kamal of Economics
and Dr Abdul Motaleb of Mi-
crobiology departments have
been elected Syndicate mem-
bers of Chittagong University
from associate professors and
lecturers respectively.

Four candidates from two

nels — Awami League-backed

ink Panel and BNP-Jamaat-
backed White Panel — contested
the poll. However., Pink Panel
candidates bagged the two post.

The election was held at Sci-
ence Faculty Gallery from 9 am
1o 12 am.

The election was conducted
by a 3-member election com-
mission headed by Prof Mah-
bub-ul-Haque Majumder, Regis-
trar of the university.

3 trawlers with

smuggled
salt seized

CHITTAGONG, Nov 16: A pa-
trol boat of Bangladesh Navy
today seized 3 trawlers loaded
with salt and arrested 22 people
from outer anchorage of the
port. reports UNB.

Official sources said BNS
Shapla chased the trawlers for
two hours early this morning
and caught them with 222 met-
ric tons of unrefined salt.

The smugglers brought the
salt from Myanmar and were
going to Chandpur.

in septic tank collapse

By Staff Correspondent

Two women were feared
killed yesterday afternoon
when an abandoned Hﬂm tank
at the Chest Disease Hospital
premises collapsed due to
weight of earth heaped on it

from a nearby underconstruc-
‘tion building.

The two construction work-
ers were identified as — Aziron,
30, and Johura, 25, police said.
Witnesses and local people also
said that the two of 27 workers
at the site has been missing
since the incident.

A portion of earth heaped
about 15 feet high suddenly
collapsed and went under the
tank at about 4 pm, fire sources
added. Aziron and Johura were
on top of the pile of earth at that
time.

. Fire Service and Civil De-
fence members along with con-

| |struction workers were con-

ducting the rescue operation till
filing of ‘this report late last
President
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remain as a stigma in our na-
tional life.”

"As the trial of the Jail
Killing Case has just began,
there is nothing much to be said
about this." he said. "But cul-
prits need to be put on trial for

i the sake of rule of law and the

law should take its own course.”

President Shahabuddin paid
glowing tributes to the memory
of the four national leaders —
Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin

med, M Monsur Ali and A H
M Quamaruzzaman, and prayed
for the salvation of their de-
parted soul.

Addressing the function,
Syeda Zohra Tajuddin under-
scored the need for ﬂndln.% the
motive behind the jail killing
and said that without uncover-
ing the motive, political con-
spiracy will increase in the
country.

She accused certain opposi-
tion parties of hatching con-
spiracy over the verdict in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case
when it was being widely ac-
claimed in the world.

Abdur Razzak said the
killings of Bangabandhu and
the four leaders were closely
linked.

He said, the killers had
struck with the aim of destabil-
ising the country's political sit-
uation, foisting autoeracy over
democracy and foiling the
spirit of the War of Liberation.

Referring to the verdict in
the Bangabandhu Murder Case,
Razzak said it will ease the el-
forts to establish rule of law,
consolidate democracy and ac-
celerate development in the
country.

Mohammad Nasim said the
killers of Bangabandhu had
made (he four leaders as the
next target because of their suc-
cessful leadership in the War of
Liberation in absence of the fa-

] ther of the nation.

night.

The labourers were engaged
in digging earth and heaping
thbse on the dilapidated tic
tank inside the premises of the
hospital at Mahakhali.

me of the labourers, in-
cluding Aziron and Johura,
were dumping earth on the
abandoned septic tank, about
15 feet deep.

Gulshan police, at about
11:30 pm, said there officials
were on the spot. According to
them the bodies of the victims

. t o be recovered.
Maulana Bhasani's
22nd anniversary
of death today

The nation will pay homage
to Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani on the 22nd death an-
niversary of the leader of the
oppressed, reports APB.

Different socio-cultural and
political organisations have
taken elaborate programmes to
mark the day.

The programmes include
Khatm-e-Quran, Mazar Ziarat,
Munajat for the salvation of the
departed soul and distribution
of sweetmeat and visit to the
Mazar of the late leader.

At Santosh, disciples and
olitical followers of Moulana
hasani will join in the day's

programme. Publications on
the life and work of the late
leader will be put on display at
an exhibition there.

Khaleda
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escaped,” she said adding,
“Where is security of common-
man while the Opposition
Leader dand the MPs are not
safe? It's now evident that there
is no government in the coun-
try.”
In her 20-minute-speech she
delivered from her jeep,
Khaleda Zia also blasted the
government for "prevailing an-
archism” in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, “spiraling” prices of es-
sentials, “failure and corrup-
tion” in the post-flood man-
agement, imposing Tk 300 crore
fresh taxes on the ﬂr?nd-ravagad
nation, rapes at Jahangirmagar
University and Dhaka College,
attack on the Badrunnessa
Women's College students and
“conspiracy” against the coun-
try’'s power system.

Correction

Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council (BARC) is con-
sidering to support bio-tech-
nology projects, said Dr Fer-
dousi Begum, Executive Direc-
tor of DEBTEC. Referring to a
Daily Star report published on
Sunday, she said, she did not
say BARC was impassive. It is
rather considering to support
her project to help spread the
technology to rural poor and
women, she said.
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applications like er aided '
selection (MAS) -and transfor-
mation for improvement of
co~. species,

* _roduction of “our own na-
tional resources” (flora and
fauna) and protection of our
own wild neecia/’ lasms.

* In the heal , the ap-
lication of biochemistry and
jotechnology can be broadly

divided into two areas -- diag-
nostic and therapeutic. Based
on the present ves for
economically viable biotech-
nology projects.

* An inventory of resource
persons (both national and in-
ternational) and organisations

should be pre and practi-
cal steps s taken %.ﬂﬁ.
Velop collaboration among

them.
. Dcvcru improved oil,
pulse, vegetable and fruit seeds

Formula

to reduce dietary gaps in calorie,
rotein and micro-nutrients
vitamins and minerals) and
thus provide the nation with a
balanced food basket and
reduce the prevalence of differ-
ent forms of malnutrition
among the population particu-
larly among mothers and chil-
dren. An international centre

'be established to promote re-

search on the above crops to
achieve the above goal.

Editor Mahfuz Anam mod-
erated the round-table meeting
at the seminar room of Bio-
Chemistry Department of
Dhaka University.

Prominent among those who
took part in the day-long pro-

amme were: Dhaka Univer-

sity vice chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, BCSIR
chairman Prof. M Moshi-

huzzman, Bangabandhu Medi-

cal University vice-chancellor .

%
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Prof. Dr MA Quaderi. Islamic
University vice-chancellor
Prof. M Qaisuddin, DU Centre
for Biomedical Research Direc-
tor Prof. Kamaluddin Ahmed,
Dr Ahmed A Azad (senior scien-
tist, CSIRD division of Molecu-
lar Science, Australia), Dr Zi-
auddin Ahmed (DU microbiol-
(o] teacher), Prof. Haseena
F%van (DU bio-chemistry

‘teacher). Prof. Khondkar Abdur

Rahim (chairman of bio-chem-
istry department at DU), Prof.
M Anwar Hossain (DU bio-
chemistry teacher), Prof. Harun
KM Yusuf (DU biochemistry
teacher), Dr Abdur Razzak |
chief Scientific officer. BRAC)
and Dr AK Azad Khan (director,
Research Division, BIRDEM),
Earlier, the symposium told
the scientists to get prepared for

the challenges of the new cen-

tur}l(:

he DU vice-chancellor

opened the National Sympo-
um styled Biochemistry and

Biotechnology in National De-

velopment -- Meeting the Chal-

lenge’s of 21st Century.

~ Proper use and exploitation

of biochemistry and biotech- .

nology can bring about tremen-
us results in invention of riew

gs.

. development.
“suuntry

te policy, set up bio-tech cell

Dr. Ahmed Azad. an eminent
biochemist based in Australia,
told the seminar that use of
manpower should be the key to
“As a ‘clever’
Bangladesh can use its
biggest resource -- its ple.”

e DU vice-chancellor said
the next millennium would be
an age of biotechnology. "The
nation which would be able to
use this technology would gain
most in achieving economic
pru%ress and emancipation of
the lot of the common man.

“Unfortunately Bangladesh
has already fallen behind but it
is not too late.” he said.

He sought patronage from
the government and also from
the Frivate sectors to further
development of biochemistry
and biotechnology.

Prof Qaisuddin, president of
Bangladesh Biochemical Soci-
ety and IU VC, said biotechnol-
ng and biochemistry brought
about remarkable changes in

_ agriculture and medicine.

“Development of improved
varieties of cereals, better vari-
eties of fruits and vegetables
will p re a ground for revo-

Jution in the realm of agricul-

ture,” he said.
(Details of the conference

" 'will be published later)
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Now Hotel Abakash is equipped with the new deluxe rooms
refurbished, having Mini Freeze, Colour
(32 channels), ISD Telephone, Fax, E-mail, 24 hours elevator
service, and added exclusive facilities of car parking.

HOTEL ABAKASH
83-88, Mohakhali C/A
Dhaka-1212
Phone: 607085-88, 871109, 881548
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Bangladeshi Food Festival
Italian Food Festival

Vegetable Food Festival

The Restaurant opens from 12:00-3:00 and 6:00-10:30 PM.
Per person Tk. 400/- (Adults) and 275/- (Children under 12)

~ (10% service charge)

ADF <

Fax: 880-2-871150
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