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| News snaps

Police-students clash leaves 20 hurt

NOAKHALI, Nov 16: A total of 20 people including two police
personnel were injured in a clash between students and police
over the arrest of a student leader at Sonaimuri of Begumganj
thana here on Saturday, UNB.

Witnesses said a group of students allegedly led by Babu and
Jashim went to ﬁ{ film at Rabin Cinema Hall without ticket
on Wednesday. e resisted by the hall authority they got
furious and went on rampage at the hall. Later police arrested
Babu in a raid at a local college campus on Saturday in this
connection. On he the news of arrest, the students stormed
the cinema hall again. Police, on information, rushed to the

spot and the clash ensued leaving 20 people injured.

Scarcity of drinking water

LAXMIPUR, Nov 16: Acute scarcity of drinking water has
been prevailing in three thanas here as 4,535 tube-wells went
out of order due to the recent flood, reports UNB.

Various waterborne diseases have been spreading fast in the
44 affected unions and two municipalities of the district due to
intake of contaminated pond and canal water. Official sources
said 1,895 tube-wells in Ramganj. 2,097 in sadar and 543 in
Ramgati thanas went out of order due to the prolonged flood. A
source, however, claimed that most of the affected tube-wells
had been damaged well ahead of flood. Moreover, some tube-
wells are out of use due to arsenic contamination. No step had
earlier been taken to repair these affected tube-wells.

Books distributed free of cost

KISHOREGANJ, Nov 16: A total of 2,55.329 sets of new books
have been sanctioned for the Jarlrnar}r students of 13 thanas of
the district free of cost under the government's Universal
Primary Education programme for the next academic year.
reports UNB.

Of the books, 65,602 sets were allocated for class one, 57 838
sets for class two, 51,680 sets for class three, 44 977 sets for
class three, 44, 977 sets for class four and 35,232 sets for class
five. District Primary Education Officer Mohammad Reazuddin
Sarker told, that the books to be distributed by local primary
education department, will be given from the first week of
January. 1999.

Allotment of wheat postponed

FENI, Nov 16: Some 30,000 poor primary students in the
district are facing difficulties in prosecuting their studies due to
stoppage of wheat under Food For Education programme, re-
ports UNB. .

According to official sources, 187 primary schools of 15
unions in five thanas were brought under the programme in
1993 and some 27,293 single child families and 1,177 more
than a child families were getting benefit. Each single child
family was receiving 15 kgs and more than a child family 20

k%_is of wheat per month. But the postponement of allocation of

~wheat for the last three months has created an adverse situa-

tion. Headmasters of many primary schools expressed the
apprehension that if the wheat distribution project is not re-
sumed immediately, the alarming dropout rate will jeopardise
the universal primary education programme in the district.

Call to conduct relief drive properly

HABIGANJ, Nov 16: A joint meeting of district disaster
management committee and market advisory committee was
held at the district administration's conference room on
Wednesday, reports BSS.

Ahmed Fazlur Rashid, Deputy Commissioner and president
of Disaster Management Committee presided over the meetinFi
which was attended by political leaders, businessmen, officials
and journalists. The meeting discussed about different post-
flood disaster management activities and price position of es-
sential commodities. The meeting urged the relevant authorities
to conduct the relief and rehabilitation works properly and to
remain alert against any irregularities in the distribution of
VGF car and house building grant.

Agri loan for farmers

MANIKGANJ, Nov 16: Krishi Bank and three other commer-
cial banks will disburse Taka 22.17.56.000 as agriculture loan
among the farmers in Manikganj district under the post-flood
rehabilitation programme of the government. reports BSS,

Bangladesh Krishi Bank will disburse Taka 13.50 crore. The
bank has already disbursed Taka five crore among the farmers.
The rest amount will be disbursed by Sonali Bank. Agrani Bank
‘and; danata, _Efnln These_ Dbanks have mlready-started
idisbifrsemént of loahs s/ S : | |

PM's relief for repairing houses

MADARIPUR, Nov 16: The district administration has re-
ceived Tk 10 lakh from the Prime Minister's Relief Fund for the
repair of houses damaged by the recent floods, reports APB.

The entire amount will be distributed among 2,000 flood
stricken families, with each family getting Tk 500. All the four
thanas and three pourashavas n¥ e district had been badly
affected by the floods which left 1.5 lakh dwelling houses
damaged. Local people have urged the government to allocate
more money for reconstruction of their damaged houses.

Incidents of highway robbery on rise

NARAIL, Nov 16: The incidents of highway robbery in the
south-western region of the country including Narail has
ilrllrqugeascd alarmingly creating panic among the people, reports

The passenger night coaches and trucks carrying different
goods are being looted by the robbers at random due to lack of
adequate security measures on the road. The number of robbery
during the last seven months is over 150, said police sources
adding that eight people were killed during the period. Over a
hundred people including passengers, transport owners, drivers
and workers have sustained injuries in these attacks. Besides,
the robbers decamped with valuables worth over crores of taka.
The movement of passengers and goods during the night on the
highways in the region have become risky.

Prospect of winter farming bright

NARSINGDI; Nov 16: Prospect of cultivation of early
varieties of winter vegetables seems to be bright in the district,
agriculture experts said, rts APB.

The early vegetables include tomato, cauliflower. cabbage,
potato, brinjal, radish, spinach, bean and pumpkin. This is
perhaps for the first time that cultivators have undertaken
early cultivation of tomatoes, local people said, adding, these
varieties can also be cultivated in summer. Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute (BARI) has developed two
varieties of tomatoes, named BARI Tomato-4 and BARI
Tomato-5.

Rajshahi dwellers deprived of amenities

RAJSHAHI, Nov 16: Even after 10 years of upgradation of
Rajshahi Municipality to City Corporation, the city people of
manLnn:wly-txtcndcd wards are plagued with manifold
problems in the absence of basic amenities, reports UNB.

Lack of smooth water-supply, bad condition of roads, erratic
power supply and inadequate sewcra%e system made the life
miserable. The City Corporation established in 1988 has now
extended 35-square-kilometre area from its earlier 20-square-
km and the wards stood at 30 against the earlier 16. The electric
supply authority said problems like manpower shortage and
want of electric poles have been hindering the work of power
su in these areas. They said extra 20 megawatt power is

n to ensure uninterrupted electricity supply in many town
areas.

Law and order worsens

KHAGRACHHARI, Nov 16: The law and order situation in the
town area here has deteriorated as the toll collection, mugging
and terrorist activities are gning on unabated, reports UNB.

to local peopie, a group of tribal miscreants are

engaged in looting the belongings of people by intercepting
truck, jeep. bus and rickshaws at Khejur . Swanirvar
a, Zeromail and Alutila Kirshi Gabeshana Kendra

at gun point in broad-day light. Besides, the misguided youths
creating obstacles to certain ints of inala road,
Derachara Giriful of Jamatali - hari . Mahalchhari

road, Takurchhara and Bijitala areas and loot the vehicles and
%:aengm at random. The situation turmns worse after sundown.

incidents of crimes have increased following the decreases
of police drive against the miscreants, the dwellers said.

Relief drive progressing

NETRAKONA, Nov 16: The post-flood relief and rehabilita-
tion programmes are progressing fast in all 10 thanas and four
pourashavas here, reports UNB.

official sources said government has allocated Tk 24.71
lakh for the rehabilitation programme in the district. The
district administration has finalised 93,000 VGF cards for
distribution in B85 unions and four pourashavas here. Some
17.000 cards have also been distributed earlier. Meanwhile.
government has also sanctioned money for purchasing
seedlings, seeds, fertilizers and other necessary agriculture in-
puts a the flood affected farmers of the district. Besides.
all the commercial banks Bangladesh Krishi Bank and
different NGOs have also started distribution of agri-loan
among the farmers to boost production.
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Child labour on alarming
rise in Jhenidah dist

From Delwar Kabir

JHENIDAH, Nov 16: The
number of child labourers has
been increasing alarmingl]?; in
the district. At least 20 thou-
sand child labourers are en-
gaged in various types of works
in six thanas of the district.

The children who are aged
between 7 and 14 years are
working as rickshaw puller,
daf labourer in agricultural
fields, hotel and restaurent
boys. tea stall.worker. brick
breaking worker, polythene bag
seller and salesmanship in
shops.

There is no record in gov-
ernment offices about the ac-
tual number of child labourers
in the district. Roughly the
number may be 20 thousand.
though child labour has been
banned world-wide as per
United Nation declaration.

Sujan, 12. ol village
Habibpur in Sailkupa thana
has been working as a tea stall
worker at a stall adjacent to
Sailkupa bridge. He has been
drawing an amount of Taka 250

r month as sallary for his
abour which starts at 9 in the
morning and continues till 12
midnight every day.

Sujan's father Ukil Uddin is
a farmer who could not send his
three sons to school for educa-
tion due to abject poverty. As a
result Sujan has been engaged
in child labour from his very
boyhood.

Pikul, another boy aged
about 11 is engaged in pulling
rickshaw van on Sailkupa-
Garaganj road. His father

Mostafa is a very poor farmer at
village Jhaudia in the same

thana. Pikuls are three broth-
ers and one sister. Their father
is now in financial crisis. He
cound not provide education lor
his children. After only one
vear in school, Pikul was forced
to leave school and he was given
a van to pull on. Now Pikul
earns an amount of Taka 30 to
40 every day. He hands over the

money to his father. No family

members have gone to school,
Pikul said.

Another day labouer is Di-
dar Bakhs alias Didar. He is
very popular among people of
Sailkupa town as a good sales-
man of garments goods at a
cloth trader's shop. Didar left
school two years ago when he
-was a student of class four in a
local government primary
school. He was compelled to
leave the school as his [ather

could not provide the cost of his
educaton. Now he is about 11
years old. Toajuddin, father of
Didar is a rickshaw puller at
village Kabirpur.

When contaced with Toa-
juddin, he said that he was not
in a position to provide educa-
tion for their children due to
abject poverty. Finding no
other alternative he has sent
his child to work place leaving
the educatonal institutions.
Now Didar has been serving at
Century Garments at Kabirpur
stand in Sailkupa town without
any sallary or remuneration.
He is an apprentice there, said
Didar's father.

When asked Toajuddin said
that he was not aware about the
rights of children as per United
Nation declaration.

on rise throughout the district.Photo shows some child labourers(Left):Sujan, a ca
ht): Pikul, a van puller on Sailkupa-Garaganj road.
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under winter crops farming
schemein 11 S dists

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 16: Agricul-
ture Extension Departmentl
(AED) has undertaken a pro-
gramme for cultivation of the
winter vegetables in 11 south-
ern districts with a view to
overcoming the loss sustained
due to recent deluge.

According to Agricultrue
Extension Department (AED)
here, nearly 40 thousand
hectares of land will be brought
under this porgramme in the
districts. The target of produc-
tion has been fixed at five lakh
90 thousand metric tons of dif-
ferent types of vegetables.

District-wise break-up of
cultivation is as follows:
Barisal -4.300 hectares, in Piro-
{pur 3,800-hectares, in Jha-
akati-2,350 hectares, in Bhola-

4 4 400 hectares, in Patuakhali

-3.600 hectares, in Barguna-
3,200 hectares, in Rajbari
-3,100 hectares, in Faridpur
-4.000 hectares, in Gopalganj-
3.200 hectares, in Madaripur-
3.000 hectares and in Sariatpur
-4,600 hectares of land.

Beides, farmers will be given
agricultural loan with easy
terms and conditions.

They will also be provided
with money, seeds. fertilisers
and pesticides including other
agri-inputes under the Post-
flood Rehabilitation Pro-
gramme in the districts udner
Barisal Division and greater
Faridpur.

Official soruces said, the in-
terested farmers will also be
Fiven necessary training re-
ated to agro-based production.

freedom fighter and former Deputy Commissioner of Pabna late Nurul Kader Khan (L-R) Mahbubur Rahman,DC, Pabna,
Prof Anisuzzaman of Dhaka University, Air Vice-Marshal (retd) A K Khondker Begum Rokeya Kader,H T Imam(former
Cabinet Secretary and freedom fighter),Omar Kader Jitu (son of late Nurul Kader) and Ranesh Maitra. — Star photo.

Tragic
NOAKHALI, Nov 16: A 12-
year old schoolboy of Kamde-
vpur . willage in Begumegan)
thana. died when his weanng
shirt caught fire from his ¢as
light on Thursday, reports UND
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10 districts have turned

into dens of smugglers

PABNA., Nov 16: The border-
ing areas of the country's
northern districts have turned
out to be dens of smugglers of
different commodities, even in-
cluding human blood. reports
AFPB,

The districts are: Lalmo-
nirhat, Thakurgaon, Joypur-
hat, Bogra. Gaibandha. Nil-
phamari, Naogaon, Kurigram,
Panchagarh and Dinajpur.

Much to the surprise of the
locals. throbbing markets of
smuggled goods had also sprung
up in the frontiers, according to
competent local sources. Some
such markets had grown up at
Badarganj in Rangpur and Do-
mar in Nilphamari districts.

Even bags containing blood
of different groups were also be-
ing simuggled into the country
through the border areas ol

Rangpur.

It was also alleged that this
blood was being transfused into
the body of patients, notwith-
standing their proper reserva-
tion. The blood smugglers have
been operating at various clin-
ics ann:‘l) hospitals on the other
side of the border.

Apart from blood, sugar. ed-
ible salt. clothes, gold orna-
ments. food items and cosmet-
ics were also being smuggled

through these points into the -

country.

People involved in smug-
gling of these items were learnt
to have been connected with in-
ternational gangs indulged in
narcotics business and "hundi
business.

Such routes are: Dinajpur,
Gaibandha, Joypurhat, Hili,
Hakimpur, Chirampur, Ghor-

aghat, Akkelpur, Kalai, Chila-
hati, Burimari, Kaziganj. Pat-
¢ram. Moghulhat, Atwari. Tetu-
lia. Boda and bordering areas of
Rajshahi and Chapainawab-
ganj districts,

It was learnt that women
were also involved in these
smuggling operations. who
move by rickshaw vans along
with smuggled goods.

These goods were brought to
different areas on board rail-
way trains. which were often
stopped at unauthorised places
on their routes for lifting and
dropping the items. Even secu-
rity personnel, including po-
licemen. were allegedly invo-
lved in these activities. Sto-
pping of trains at the unau-
thorised places is overlooked
[or reason best known to them.

God fathers have set up phensidyl |

factories in Natore dist

NATORE. Nov 16: God fa-
thers have allegedly set up fac-
tories for producing phensidyl
in the district to meet the in-
creasing demand for the con-
traband by drug addicts, reports
APB.

Despite that fact. local
sources said. the contraband
phensidyl continued to be
smuggled into the country as
the number of addicts had gone
up by dangerous proportions.

Some more ghensidy]—pm-
ducing factories had been set up

in other northern districts.

Fake stuff manufacturers
are allegedly using raw materi-
als of country-liquor and mix-
ing it with phensidyl brought in
from across the border. This is
the local variety of phensidyl
syrup rampantly taken by the
addicls.

"These bottles of fake phen-
sidyl are selling well, because
they are a little cheaper com-
pared to the ones smuggled from
India.” said a drug trader here.

BARISAL: Barisal NGO Development Network comprising

of 10 non-governmental organisations of the southern

districts recently distributed r

elief goods among the flood

victims of Hizla,Mehendiganj and other flood affected

ATreas.

— Star photo

The manulacturers were
printing the labels from dilfer-
ent press in Bogra and sticking
them on the bottles. Thereafter,
the corks by

they were sealin
those as

machine and selling
Indian phensidyl.

Both the local and the Indian
phensidyl were sent to different
parts of the country from here
mainly by microbus and priv-
ate cars in the dark of night.

"By taking the fake drug,
many of the addicts are losin
their mental balance on an
on,” said Belal Hossain. a
physician in the town.

He said they would go mad
fully at one stage if they contin-
ued to take this contaminated
drug for years.

Local people urged the au-
thorities concerned for taking
appropriate steps to curb pro-
duction and smuggling of phen-
sidyl in the greater interest of
the people. specially the young
generation.

Storm damages
- 600 houses in

Sirajgant
SIRAJGANJ, Nov )6 " More
than 600 kutcha houses’ were
damaged and many trees up-
rooted when a storm swept
across the district on Tuesday

evening, reports APB.
Official and unofficial

sources said that the storm that
lashed for 20 minutes affected
several villages in Ullapara,
Tarash and Faridpur thanas,
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Outlawed party

member killed
in gunfight

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 16 A leader of
an outlawed parly was shot
dead in a gunfight between two
outlawed parties at midnight
Saturday at village Choighoria
under Dumuria thana.

Police said Mizanur Rahman
Forman, 32, leader of the 'zonal
committee’ of the outlawed
Purba Banglar Communist
Party (PBCP) was shot dead
during a clash with rival ac-
tivists of Biplobi Communist
Party (BCP). At least 16 others
were also hit by bullets during
the clash. they added.

The bullet-riddled body of
Forman was recovered from a
fish enclosure,

Police believe the killing of
the PBCP leader may be the
backlash of the murder of Ali
Reza. a member of the BCP on
November 12 at Sholgatia vil-
lage under the same thana.

Nine jailed for
raping 2 sisters
in Noakhali

NOAKHALI, Oct |6 A court

in Laxmipur district, recently

convicted nine people and sen-
tenced them to 10 years' rigor-
ous imprisonment each for vio-
lating two sisters four years
back, reports UNB.

Judge of the 4th Special Tri-
bunal Abdul Mannan Khan also
fined the convicts Tk 5,000
each, in default, to suffer six
months more RI.

The convicts are Manik
Hanif, Jasim, Kashem, Shahid,
Joynal, Noor and Karim of
Char Martin and Bazlur Rah-
man alias Nabi of Char Falkan
in Ramgati thana.

Accnrdin% to prosecution,
the accused lorcibly entered the
house of one Abdul Hasim of
village Kalkini in the thana,
tied up his wife and raped his
daughters Noor Nahar and
Noorjahan in 1994.

ter examining the records
and witnesses, the judge found
them guilty and handed down
the judgement.

Two shot dead,
then slaughtered
in Chuadanga

CHUADANGA, Nov 16 A
group of outlawed extremists
shot dead and then ﬂlau%htered
two men at Belgachi village in
Alamdanga thana here on Sat-
urday t, reports UNB.

Police said the assailants
entered an abandoned house at
dead of night on Saturday mur-
dered Rezaul, 30, son of Rajab
Uddin and Mizan, 35, son of
Riaz. The victims of the village
were sleeping at the house. The
killers first shot them dead and
slaughtered later.

Previous enmity was said to
be the reason behind the mur-
der. .

A case was filed in this con-
nection. Twenty people were
murdered in the district in the
last month. Meanwhile, police
in a special drive arrested 31
people from different areas.

Rich tributes paid to
Nurul Kader Khan

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Nov 16: Rich trib-
utes were paid to Nurul Kader
Khan. a former Deputy Com-
missioner of Pabna who led the
heroic armed struggle against
the Occupation Pakistani army
for three days from March 27 to
March 29 in 1971.

The tributes were paid at a
condolence meeting arranged in
the local Banamali Institute on
Wednesday last.

Presided over by Mahbubur
Rahman, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Pabna who is also a
freedom fighter, the meeting
was addressed, among others,
by eminept intellectual Dr,
Anisuzzaman, Pur, @i,!%rsh 4
(Reted) A K Khondker, formér
cabinet seecretary H, T Imam,
Begum Nurul Kader. Omar
Kader Khan Jitu (son of Nurul
Kader Khan], Waziuddin Khan
MP, Begum Jannatul Ferdous
MP, Advocate Abdur Razzaq,
President Pabna District Advo-
cates’ Bar Association. Mirza
sShamsul Islam. President,
Pabna Press Club, Advocate
Ranesh Maitra, Convenor of the
Preparatory commitee formed
for organising the citizens’
condolence meeting. leaders of
Awami League. Gano Forum,

Ganotanri Party. CPB and
representatives from all walks
of life.

The function ended with a
session of patriotic songs.

One drowns, 7
missing as
trawler sinks
in Meghna

From Staff Correspondent
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trawler capsized in the river
Meghna in Bhola at about 10
am _recently

According to police and wit-
nesses, the trawler with more
than 100 passengers aboard
sank amid strong current while
it was going to Char Zahiruddin
under Tamijuddin thana of the
district.

A group of 13 armed police-
men were among the passen-
ers. They were transferred to
‘har Zahiruddin police camp
lrom Mirzakalu.

MAGURA: The huge gate which was built on the occasion

of Kattyani Puja of the Hindu community. The Puja was

R
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‘celebrated here recently with due religious fervour.
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UNIVERSITY: Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof

Syeedur Rahman greeting the sons and daughters of the
university teachers, officers and employees who scored
brilliant results in the Higher Secondary Certificate
examination at a function arranged recently at Rajshahi

University Ladies Club.
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