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New addl IG,
commissioner
of DMP

By Staff Correspondent

DMP Commissioner Mah-
mud Al Farid has been pro-
moted to the rank of Additional
Inspector General of Police and
posted at the Police Headquar-
lers.

Additional DMP Commis-
sioner Shamsuddin Ahmed has
been made the new DMP Com-
missioner. according to official
SOUrCes.

The vacant post of Addi-
tional DMP Commissioner will

be filled up shortly, sources
added.
Besides, three other Addi-

tional SPs have been promoted
to the rank of SP.

All these promotions and
transfers were given affect from
yesterday. the sources said.

Bakhtiar Alam. Additional
SP. Jhenaidah, was promoted
to the rank of SP and posted at
Barguna, while Mohsin Hus-
sain, ‘Additional SP. Patu-
akhali, was promoted and
transferred as SP Railway,
Chittagong.

M Manzur Kader Khan, Ad-
ditional SP of Special Branch
was promoted to the rank of

Special Superintendent of Po-
lice and posted in the same
agency, sources said.

Int’l Financial

Organisations
(Amend) Bill "98
passed

Parliament yesterday passed
“The International Financial
Organisations [(Amendment)
Bill, 1998" by voice vote, reports
UNB.

The Bill authorises the gov-
ernment to accepl the proposed
Third Amendment to the Fund
Agreement and to accept any
proposal for the increase in the
quota of Bangladesh in the IMF.

Pih}lmg the Bill, Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria said it
was brought for technical cor-
rection.

He said the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) reviews
the quota ol its members every
five years. Following this
amendment. the relevant law
will not be required (o be

amended every-year for recetv--

ing loan,

AK Khandaker
AL candidate for
Pabna-2 by-polls

Awami League yesterday
nominated former Air Force
chief Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK
Khandaker to contest the by-
election in Pabna-2 (Sujanagar)
constituency, scheduled for De-
cember 10, reports UNB.

A meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Board at
the Sangsad Bhaban with party
President Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair an-
nounced the nomination.

AK Khandaker was the
Depuly Commander-in-Chief ol
the Mukti Bahini during Liber-
ation War in 1971.

Selim Reza BNP
candidate

BNF has nominated Advo-
cate AKM Selim Reza Habib as
its candidate for the December
10 by-election to Pabna-2 con-
stituency, reports LUNB.

The selection was made al a
meeting of BNP Parliamentary
Board yesterday with Khaleda

Zia in the chair, said a press re
lease,

— Inside Today
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Hasina's unconditional announcement

AL will never
call hartal

In a major political devel-
opment, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has declared
that her party. Awami League,
would never call hartal, even if
it returned (o the opposition,
reports UNDB.

"My party will never call
hartal,” she categorically said
while exchanging views with
editors of national dailies and
news agencies at her office yes-
terday morning.

" am making this an-
nouncement unilaterally both
as the Prime Minister.and the
President of Awami League.”
Hasina said.

The: Prime Minister's un-

conditional announcement

came al the heels ol main op
sition BNP's 60-hour hartal
enforced across the country
froion November 9.

Justifying the past hartals
called by Awami League while
in the opposition, Hasina said
those hartals were to establish
people's rights, but there is no
need to call hartal now.

The Prime Minister said,
‘We do politics for the people
and we have no hesitation in
taking any decision for the peo-
ple’s welfare,” she said.

Hasina made the "no-hartal”
announcement when the Editor
of The Daily Star Mahfuz Anam

wanted to know about her posi-
tion on this point.

She also urged the editors to
make the same Empusal to the
opposition which, she said. is
now calling hartals without
any issue.

Hasina said her party had
called hartal to establish
democracy and ensure people's
share in the state power. "We
have established the truth that
the people is the only source of
power to change the govern-
ment through ballot.”

She said there was logic in
enforcing hartals by Awami
League as it fought for the peo-

See Page 12 Col 3

| Khaleda refrains

from giving
reaction

Leader of the opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
has refrained from giving im-
mediate reaction to the Prime
Minister's announcement to
renounce hartal,

'l am not aware of an thing

about the statement,” Begum
Zia said lastnight.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina told a meeting with edi-
tors of national dailies and
news agencies yesterday that
Awami League would not resort
to hartal when it returns to op-
position, She also sought a
similar pledge from the opposi-
tion.

"I am extremely tired after a
day-long work. | cannot say

wthing now,"” Begum Zia told

UNB when asked for her reac-
tion at her official residence,

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiya also re-
served his reaction on the
Prime Minister's offer for re-
nouncing hartal. "Let us see in
lomorrow s newspapers what
the Prime Minister proposed.”

See Page 12 Col 6

BAGHDAD, Nov 15: Iraq has
rejected US terms for an end to
the crisis over UN weapons in-

ctions, as conveyed through

N Secretary General Kofi An-
nan, diplomats said here today.

They said US President Bill
Clinton wanted a clear com-
mitment from Baghdad that it
would respect all UN resolu-
tions on disarmament,

He also wants the Iraqi lead-
ership to stop contesting the
makeup and competence of the
UN pecial Commission
(UNSCOM) in charge of disarm-
ing Iraq, the diplomats told
AFP,

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 15
UN chief Kofi Annan today wel-
comed US President Bill Clin-
ton's acceptance of an uncondi-
tional Iraqi decision to resume
cooperation with UN arms in-

spectors, Annan's spokesman
Fred Eckhard told

US, Iraq back
to square one

Earlier the White House re-
jected Iraq's proposal to resume

weapons inspections. "It is un- |

acceptable.” the US president's
national security adviser
Sandy Berger said in Washing-
ton.

An annex to an Iraqi letter
offering compliance with UN
resolutions on arms inspec-
tions was [ull of conditions and
thus unacceptable, he said.

It is a highly conditioned
statement, said Berger, it is not
acceplable as we have received
it.

Meanwhile, US President
Bill Clinton has cancelled his
trip to Asia for an economic
summit. the White House said,
and will remain in Washington
to evaluate next steps on the
[raqi erisis.

Vice President Al Gore will
substitute for Clinton at the
Asia Pacific Economic Cooper-

See Page 12 Col 2

HALF-DONE, WELL DONE!!
designed to link the city with the western side of the river stands in a long -- how long? -- wait.
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For reasons best known to the authorities, the unfinished second Buriganga Bridge

— Star photo

The four convicts in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case,
now in the condemned cell of
the Dhaka Central Jail, yester-
day filed separate petitions ap-
pealing to the High Court
against their death sentences.

Dhaka District and Sessions
Judge Kazi Golam Rasul sen-
tenced to death 15 of the 19
chargesheeted accused in the
Bangabandhu murder case on
November B last. Four were ac-
quitted.

The judge had ordered execu-
tion of the sentence either by a
firing squad or by hanging.

Eleven convicts are abscond-
ing.

Of the four convicts who ap-
pealed yesterday, Bazhul Huda
was exiradited from Bangkok
hours after pronouncement of
the judgment.

Khan Saifur Rahman moved
appeals for two convicts -- Lt
Col (dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman and Lt Col (former act-
ing director BNCC) Muhiuddin
Ahmed -- while Abdur Rezzak
Khan submitted for Lt Col
[dismissed) Shahriar Rashid
Khan and Abdus Sobhan filed

Four convicts file

appeal petitions

By SC Correspondent

for Maj (retd) Bazlul Huda.

All the apJ) eals were filed
s¢parately under Section 410 of
the Code of Crimhal Procedure
(CrPC).

The lawyers argued in their
appeal petitions that the sen-
tence of awarding death penalty
hly open firing squad was

legal, improper and expres-
sive of the biased mind and atti-
tude of the trial court through
the entire course of trial’.

The appeal petitions con-
tended that the judgement was

assed on basis of the charges
ramed illegally and not in ac-
cordance with Iaw.

“The trial was held in non-

compliance of the provisions of _

Section 94 and 95 of the Army
Act as the joint trial of military
service men with civilians
and/or former military service
men cannot be held,” the peti-
tion filed by Khan Saifur Rah-
man said.

"From one of the findings of
the trial court, it was disclosed
that the intention of the occur-
rence was to overthrow the gov-
ernment and not persons in the

See Fage_lz Col 1°

Debate drags on 1n JS over
Khaleda's cantt house

Parliament yesterday wit
nessed a {resh debate on BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia's cantonment house, the
bone ol a raging contention. as
Lhe ruling party and opposilion
lawmakers traded acrimonious
words on the issue; among I oth-
ers, reports UNB.

The unscheduled debate
started when BNP Whip Major
(Rtd) Halizuddin on a point of
order rebuked the government
for what he said an ill effort to
evict Begum Zia from her house
inside the garrison.

BENP's another Whip,
Mashiur Rahman, stood in sup-
port of his colleague to say Be-
gum Zia is not involved in poli-
tics in cantonment.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed fuelled
the fumes questioning how
Khaleda Zia could keep the
house on 2.72 acres of land in
Dhaka cantonment. occupied
illegally. and indulge in poli-
Lics.

Major (Rtd) Hafiz claimed
that Begum Zia is lawfully re-

Meteorite shower enters

siding in her cantonment
house. He also refuted the gov-
ernment s allegation that she is
doing politics sitting in the
Cantonment,

Hafiz alleged that a deliber-
ale move (s on (o harass
Khaleda Zia and her son, Tarek
Zia., "A new story has been
cooked up to show a link be-
tween a Somali citizen and Zia's
family.” he told the House,

The BNP Whip rejected
Works Minister Mohammad
Nasim's statement in Parlia-
ment.
house was given to Begum Zia
and her sons by the then Presi-
dent, Justice Sattar, and later
endorsed by the 1979 Parlia-
ment.

Hafiz said since President
Zia had no landed property, the
cantonment house was given to
her as a mark of respect to the
slain President.

She has been staying in Can-
tonment for the last 19 years
and is familiar with rules of the
Cantonment. She never con-
ducts her party politics from

atmosphere tonight

People here. like elsewhere
in the world. will get a rare op-
portunity to watch the heavenly
display of meteorite shower
llghlmg up the earth's atmo-
sphere at midnights today and
tomorrow, reports APB.

They are nothing but shoot-
nﬁ stars, or dust and fragments
tailing a comet, but common

people see such phenomenon as

a purtcn! of something ominous

o come.
Scientists and astronomers
across the are anxiously

awaiting the bombardment of

earth's almnuth:rc by these
heavenly stufl called Leonid
meteorite shower tailing the
comet Temple-Tuttle, which re-
volves round the sun every 33
Vears.

At around midnight .
skies over the country
aglow with volleys of shooting

stars coming down and burning
up in the atmosphere for about

an hour.

People on the earth have ex-
perienced such heavenly occur-
rence over the ages. There is a
recorded evidence of the oldest

the
would be

meteorite shower datling back to 2 New millennium.

902 AD.

Scientists and enlightened

ople as well now know that
the objects form a celestial body
called Leonid causing this
shower that last visited the
earth 32 years ago. The ex-
traterrestrial dust wusually
thickens in the month of
November in every 33 years.

Scientists call it Leonid be-
cause it looks as bright as con-
stellation Leo.

This year Temple Tuttle will
come even closer to the earth —
nearly 1.1 million kilometres —
while moving through its trial.

But NASA scientists are
worried about the happening
while the whole world is e ly
waiting to have a glimpse of the
meteorite shower,

NASA and other research
institutions fear that the parti-
cles may hit and damage satel-
lites orbiting the earth affecting
telecommunications.

Whatever the matter, the me-
leorite shower offers hu-
mankind a unique experience
as Lhe century opens the way to

saying the Cantonment:

that area. he asserted.

Hafliz sald the government
was trving to raise a new |ssue
in its bid to divert people's at-
tention from its failures.

Commmerce and Industries
Minister Tolail Ahmed said the
then BNP cabinet had decided to
give one house Lo Begum Zia af-
ler President Zia's death.

But she has {llegally occu-
jed the cantonment house on
.72 acres of land in addition to

the Gulshan house given by the
government, the minister said.

Tofail pointed out that when
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
being daughter ol Father of the

~ Nation and founding President

Mujib had dedicated Banga-
bandhu's historic Dhanmondi
32 residence and Tungipara
house Lo the people, Begum Zia
“grabbed” the cantonment
house,

The commerce minister cor-
rected Major Hafiz saying the
Dhanmondi 32 residence of
Bangabandhu was handed over
to his daughter, Sheikh Hasina.

See Page 12 Col 2

Tricksters get
their lesson

By Nazmul Ashraft

It was an apparent blow to
the Treasury Bench members
who tried to fox their Opposi-
tion colleagues in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday

Their trick. employed for the
second time in two consecutive
working days, did not work as
Deputy Speaker Abdul Hamid
appeared to prefer not to yield
to the ill motive -- causing a
lack of quorum in the House
understandably to force the
Chair not to continue the day's
businesses.

As they successfully did it on
Thursday, the previous working
day. most of the members of the
ruling Awami League started
leaving the House as soon as
BNP lawmaker Maj (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed was given
the floor to participate in the
regular Lmﬂcf'u:dulecl debate at
[ht end of the day's scheduled
business at 8.48 pm.

In fact. Thursday's trick by
the AL worked in rebutting the
BNP ‘members who had staged a
walkout earlier to protest
Nasim's statements.

See Page 12 Col 7

BNP and the Seven Party Al-
liance will stage a march to-
wairds parliament this afler-
noon to protest price hike of es-
sentials, imposition of fresh
taxes, rapes at Jahangirnagar
University and other issues,

BNP chiel Khaleda Zia will
briefly address the activists be-
fore they set out for the march
from Paltan Maidan at 3 p.m.
today, explaining the reasons
behind the demonstrations.
Party MPs and senior leaders
will take part in the march,
BNP sources said,

The authorities, meanwhile,
have taken steps to prevent any
untoward incident. The mea-
sures include extension of a ban
on processions in and around
the parliament while in ses-
slon. in a number of cily sireets
and crossings ahead of the
march.

Police high-ups yesterday
reviewed thtﬁaw and order sit-
uation and arrangements to
face the demonstrators, who
they said would be dealt with

College Hospital,

DEAD TO LIFE: The killer cancer hemg his fault “Abdul
Mannan hag been refused to be treated at Dhaka Medmal

Doctors there believe higs 18 the case

beyond their bounds, although without caring to give it a
try. The poor farmer-turned-rickshawpuller, with his
helpless wife and child beside him, lies on a pavement
near the Bulbul Academy for Fine Arts in the city,

— Star photo by A K M Mohsin

Chetia wants to
write biography
while in jail
By Our Court

Correspondent

Jaijled ULFA leader Anup
Chetia, who is being tried for
other charges in a Special Tri-
bunal, yesterday sought per-
mission to write his hinli',raphy
at the Dhaka Central Jai

Chetia Is serving a six-year
term for illegal entry and stay
in Bangladesh and possession
of forged Bangladeshi passport
after the CMM court verdict on
October 25.

Yesterday, Chetia was pro-
duced in the Special Tribunal of
Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge, Shahid Nuruddin,
for recording of evidence in
connection vﬁth the cases filed
against him for possession of
satellite telephone and foreign
currency of 18 countries.

The trial of the cases could
not be held as witnesses were
not present in the court,

en produced in the court,
Chetia submitted a petition to
the judge to su ?piy him neces-
sary material for writing his

biography while in jail. The
court neither rﬁjcct:d the
prayer nor passed any order

immediately.

BNP march toward
parliament today

By Special Correspondent

according to law if they dare to
violate the ban.

The demonstrators are
likely to face barricades at
Bangla Motor crnsslnﬁ where
all demonstrators heading to-
wards parliament are usually

stnq_ped. 1

he programme was an-
nounced by Khaleda Zia at the
November 7 rally at Paltan
Maidan which was foiled al-
legedly by police and Awami
League supporters.

fter that. BNP and its allies
stage a mass fast on

See Page 12 Col 2
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Bail petition of
Somali citizen
rejected

A metropolitan magistrate
yesterday rejected the bail peti-
tion of Aden Ahmed, a Soma-
lian refugee, who was arrested
on Saturday in front of the Can-
tonment residence of BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia, reports UNB.

The 30-year old Aden was

sent to hajat in the Dhaka
Central Jail.
Moving the bail petition,

Advocate KM Zabir submitted
that Aden is a refugee registered
with the United Nations High
Commission for Refugee
(UNHCR),

The counsel submitted the
identity card of Aden who has
been living in Bangladesh since
1992,

Opposing the bail, the court
inspector said Aden has been
staying here with a fake docu-
ment. His statement was not
satisfactory, he said.

'Arrest of Somali
citizen at cantt
a conspiracy'

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan termed the
arrest of the Somali citizen
from in front of Begum Khaleda
Zia's Cantonment residence a
‘conspiracy , reports UNB.

In a statement yesterday, he
denounced the government for
its alleged complicity and said
it is apparent that they had a
hand in the "this pre-planned”
incident.,

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament has already
come under attack several
times since the present gov-
ernment assumed power,
Bhuiyan said. "But none of the
people responsible for such at-
tacks were put on trial till date."

Quoting press reports the
BNP leader said the Somali cit-
izen had reached in front of Be-
gum Zia's residence walking
through another gate just an
hour after he was refused entry
through the Banani Gate of the
cantonment at 8 am Saturday.

"This clearly indicates that
the incident was pre-planned
and part of a deep rooted con-
spiracy,” he alleged saying that
an unknown foreign citizen
coming ' to Begum Zia's house
was 1ot only unusual, bul also
suspicious since guests ol the
BNP chairperson have to face
interrogation at the check-
posts artd, in most cases, are
refused entry into the canton-
ment.

Bhuiyan asked the govern-
ment to ensure security of Be-

See Page 12 Col 8

2 police officials
sent to jail

The two police officials ar-
rested in connection with
leaking out secret information
were sent to Dhaka Central Jail
yestlerday, reports UNB.

Magistrate Golam Mostafa
rejected their bail prayers when
they were produced before the
court and ordered that they be
sent to fail.

ASP Mokhlesur Rahman
and Sl Atiquzzaman of Special
Branch were brought to the
court on completion of their
two-day remand.

Meanwhile, Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam yesterday told

arliament that action had
een taken aFaInst the two po-

lice officials for leaking out of-
ficial secrecy.

"Everything will go as per
law of the land,” the home min-

ister said replying to a question
from Sultan Mohammad Mon-
sur MP (AL).
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Bangladesh Biochemical Society will
organise a national symposium to be fol-
lowed by a Roundtable, on “Biochem-

istry

and Biotechnology

in

National Development: Meeting
the Challenges of 21st Century”

Venue :

Teachers Students Centre

(TSC), Dhaka University.

Time
Date

Today
November 98

Eminent

biotechnologists

9 am to 7 pm (Day long)
(Monday),

16th

and

Biochemists of the country will participate
in the symposium, including the Vice-

Chancellor of

Dhaka

University,

Agricultural University, Bangabandhu
Medical Universit}f, [slamic University etc.

All members of Biochemical Society,
teachers and students of Universities are
especially invited to join the symposium.

Members of the public are also invited to attend.




