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Project Issues

It is a known fact that in terms of preparing and
designing projects, utilising or absorbing external
assistance and implementing projects our track-
record has been anything but satisfactory. But to
re-discover the poor performance on a global scale

tell-tale mathematical terms can be a shocking
eye-opener — flies thrown on the face, so to speak.

An in-depth World Bank review under the pic-
turesque title "Demystifying A Process: The Struc-
tural Adjustment Policies (SAP) in Bangladesh"
has made three jolting deductions: (a) WB projects
are being implemented by us at 40 per cent lower ef-
ficiency notch than the global average; (b) dis-
bursement ratio for Bangladesh throughout the
eighties kept to 11 per cent but improved to 17.3 per
cent in FY '96 which nevertheless is still 1.5 per
cent lower than the world average; and (c)
Bangladesh requires over 50 per cent more calen-
dar time than other countries "to take a project
from its conception to World Bank's Board ap-
proval.”

Unmet physical targets, mid-term evaluation
leading to wholesale or partial jettisoning of pro-
jects, project carry-overs crowding out new devel-
opment schemes have routinely made us pinpoint
the pitfalls in the system. While suggested remedial
recipes are issued at regular intervals from brain-
storming sessions at the NEC or via seminars or-
ganised by economists and policy-planners, deci-
sive interventions at the government or parlia-
mentary committee levels have been malignantly
lacking. Administrative logjam at the top, dearth
of coordination between line ministries, and lack
of delegation of power to the project implementa-
tion machinery have often been compounded by
political interferences getting the better of eco-
nomic merits of projects. Unless we get our basics
right, there is no way we can turn a corner in terms
of project selection, negotiation and execution. It is
necessary to infuse the bureaucracy with a no-non-
sense approach exemplified at the top by subordi-
nating constituency-nurturing to development
considerations for the sake of the whole country.

One most important factor for a turn-around
would be to improve our negotiating skill drawing
on the talent in the private sector.

At one point in time our cumulative pipeline
bulge stood at 5 billion US dollars, perhaps a
record hump among the developing countries. If
some other countries could carry their point with
the World Bank to improve the disbursement ratio,
surely we can, too.

Please Heed the
Arsenic Threat

While politics is keeping our attention rivetted
to.the undoing eof a public meeting and a 60-hour
-eentinuous national standstill. and such other top-
ics, the world is being told about what indeed is
Bangladesh's gredtest challenge at the moment."
The challenge is not altogether unknown to the
Bangladesh government and it is rather familiar
to the Bangladesh press. But neither has so far
treated the arsenic threat to this nation's health
and life as any great national problem. In fact,
there has been nothing in the Bangladesh press to
compare with the great New York Times' coverage

of it. The Times leads off on the front page of its
November 10 issue with a story headlined: "New
Bangladesh Disaster: Wells that Pump Poison,”
and devotes a full inside page to a special report on
the phenomenon, quoting world authorities and il-
lustrating the data by photographs from
Bangladesh. The Bangladesh government, on its
part, has failed to match, in terms of initiative and
urgent action and appropriate-size fund alloca-
tion. But the World Bank has given only 32 million
dollars to fight the danger.

Why this when at least 20 million people in 43
out of the total 64 districts are already drinkin
every day of their life water heavily polluted wit
arsenic? And specially when the contamination
area keeps spreading, inexorably? No other prob-
lem affecting this nation is as big and as bad as
this arsenic threat. It is going to be a year that cer-
tain NGOs got to the problem area and started car-
ing for the afflicted ones. They also brought down
experts from Calcutta to have a first-hand reading
of our situation. A scientific collaboration on in-
vestigations ensued.

Surface and recycled water seems to be the an-
swer. How will people get it? This will entail gigan-
tic projects costing billions of Taka. More impor-
tant, this will take time. Even if the government
gets down to business in all earnestness, perhaps
there is no saving tens of thousands. We haven't
been on a worse patch. Ever. O leaders of our citi-
zens, please heed. -

Not a Feminine Fisticuff

This is one politically tinged rumpus which
might not evoke any supportive statement from ei-
ther of the two major parties in national politics
for what their respective girl student wings did to
stage it at the runnesa Girls' College Hostel on
Tuesday night. It was a thoroughly apolitical bone
of. contention born of an attempted increase in the
food charge by the BCL dining hall management
body which the JCD inmates of the dormitory re-
garded as an imposition on their shoe-string per-
sonal budgets. But admittedly because of the i%hliy
divided state of student politics in Badrunnesa Col-
lege Hostel even a purely pecuniary matter could
prove to be a red rug to the bull.

Seen through a normal frame of mind there was
nothing particularly wrong in asking for a higher
food charge provided of course this was justified by
prices, but at the same time these should have been
a genuine effort on the part of the hostel manage-
ment to accommodate any differing view over the
rate of increase.

True, a student Megf could try to capitalise on an
I issue like this to steal a popularity march over its

rival on the campus. Even all for that, we do
not see how such a matter that could bolil over in a
way that produced slanging matches between girls'
cracker-bursting and outsider intrusion. One time
too many, if we are to recall the clashes that had
| taken place at other women's colleges in the city
not long ago. The college authorities in consulta-
tion with political es better take guard against
this tendentious degeneration of civility and order
in the educational institutions devoted to groom-

‘ ing future mothers of the country.

of comparison and find our output -quantified in-
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ECENTLY I had a unlckq.m
charnlng experience,

eachers have been small
farmers and resource-poor
women in the hinterland ol Bo-
gra. Rangpur and Dinajpur.

I was struck by the uit
with which they were movin

out of subsistence food produc-
tion to a diversified production
system responding to market-
demand. As | talked to them, I
was exhilarated as also dis-

maﬁ.

y? Let me share with you
what I heard from them and re-
live the experience.

I met a group of farmers in a
village in Chirir Bandar thana
in Dinajpur district. They are
small farmers, their holdings
ranging from 1/2 to 3 acres.
They grow late tomato imme-
diately after harvestinﬁ trans-
planted Aman. When they pick
the out-of-season tomatoes in
February/March, there is
strong demand for the produce
and almost non-existent sup-

ly. Naturally the product
etches reasonably high price
both in the local market town
and beyond, as far as the capital
city. Bmﬁabmdhu Bridge over
Jamuna has opened up a new
horizon of hope for them. Buy-
ers from Dhaka can come with
their trucks much more easily
and at much less time.

What they have been doing
for the last 2-3 years, is to brin
their product at a commeon col-
lection centre in the village
market on a scheduled day. The
road net-work is excellent. Buy-
ers from Dinajpur-Rangpur and
Dhaka come and purchase.

One farmer told me that he
could get around 25,000 taka
from an acre under tomato. But
they have a problem. If for some
reason, the buyers cannot come
or the trucks cannot ply on the
road they have to dispose off
their produce or simply give it
away. And it happens off and

o

“We Shall Overcome”

It is essential that government policies facilitate such transition in a manner that benefits the poor and
not simply replace subsistence-related production risks with new market and policy failure
risks which may be even more devastating to the poor.

on. A political party calls a
‘hartal' and the road is barri-
caded. Or, there may be fac-
tional strife among local power
holders. The highways and
connecting roads are e
and they become . Once
picked. they cannot preserve
the tomatoes. So they sell some
at whatever price they can get
and give away the rest to friends
and relatives.

I heard a similar story in
Mithapukur thana in Rangpur,
| was travelling from Mitha-
pukur thana centre to Rangpur
town. On the way I found heaps
of 'Potol’ by the roadside. I
stop and talked with the
gro assembled there: A rel-
atively young farmer-seller
spoke up. He grows six kinds of
vegelables in a year on a tiny

tch ol 50 decimals. Normall
e buyers come from town an

they sell. The price al the har-
vest-time is much lower than a
month later. But they cannot
hold on. They need the cash for
sheer survival. If the buyers do
not come somehow, they are
devastated. On that day they
were waiting. The road was
empty except for, may be, a
stray government transport. |
did not have to wait long to find
out why. The road was barri-
caded with hooligans flexing
their muscles. | do not blame
them. They were only carrying
out orders of their ‘godfathers’
and they were paid.

Next day, | was in a rather
remote village in Bogra. Two
middle-aged women, Amena
and Ayesha are both members
of the village-samity of an NGO.
They have invested in house-
hnlg poultry enterprises with

.chicken and still

micro-credit from the Samity.
First year they did well. They
cleared off their debt with the
sale-proceeds of eggs and live
ad some
profit. Next they took an-
other loan and increased the
‘number of chicken to be reared.
And misfortune struck. There
was an epidemic of severe dis-
dcase. They did not know what to
0.

One of their husbands tried
to reach the government poul-
try farm at the district town for
medicine and advice. But he was
delayed. There was a transport

strike. By the time he could
come back with the required
medicine, 70 pe:r cent of the
chicken were dead. Ayesha and
Amena suffered almost total
loss. But they did not give up.
Depriving themselves and their
children, they still kept up with
the repayment schedule. Their
Samity gave them fresh loan.
They are going to start again.
Meanwhile one of the
nger members of the Samity
as been trained by the NGO as
a bare-foot poultry doctor. The
problem is availability of vac-
cines and medicines. The vac-
cines for Newcastle disease are
more often than not without
any efficacy. Those have not
been preserved in cool chamber.

“the NGO they

and anyway the shelf-life is
very short. How can they cir-
cumvent the problem? Again,
to comes to
their assistance. e NGO is
able to im from across the
border digestible vaccines
which lasts for a month. So
Ayesha and Amena are full of
hope once again. Resilient and
organized as they are, they
bounce back. The stories that I
have told so far, what do they
lead up to?

Let us turn to the fast-grow-
ing countries in Asia and ana-
lyze their, transformation pro-
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cesses at earlier stages. As
economies grow, subsisience
food-production. though still
important for household food-
security gradually but defi-
nitely yields to a market-ori-
ented diversilied production-
system. The process of diversi-
fication from staple-food pro-
duction is triggered by techno-
logical change. by improved ru-
ral-urban infrastructure and
with rapid urbanization, di-
etary shift in food-demand pat-
tern.

The diversification in agri-
cultural production in Asia can

be seen at the gate level by
the pattern of production
growth in cereals compared to

other high-value crops and

products. As Delgado and
Siamwalla poinl out, for all
Asian countries, livestock pro-
duction gr:w at 6.4 percent per

ear, and production of vegeta-

les fruits and nuts at 4.4 per-
cent, whereas cereal production
increased at 2.7 per cent annu-
ally during 1973-96.

The pace of such ¢ has
been much slower in South Asia
compared to South-east Asia.
For Bangladesh, such a transi-
tion is only incipient, although

tible at formers’ fields.

The problems are : limited
investment on eduecation and
technology-access of women
and men frames to make
crop/product choice decisions
and move relatively [reely be-
tween crops and other enter-
prises. the lack of development
of rural finance system at the
grassroots level particularly
since such diversification re-
quires lumpy cash input a few
times a year; the uncertainty of
secure rights or the ab-
sence of land-market; inade-
quate investment for improv-
ing general transport, commu-
nications and market infras-
tructure; and even more limited
support-services, including
health, sanitation and nutri-
tion, to transform the income-
henefit from commercializa-
tion into broaden human wel-
fare benefits.

Further, it is essential that
government policies facilitate
such transition in a manner
that benefits the r and does
not simply replace subsistence-
related production risks with
new market and policy failure
risks which ma

devastating to the poor. Impor-
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be even more

tant policy-goals should in-
clude a of trade-stocks
and sequencing of input and
output market reform (Peter
Hazel and Mark t).
Having said that | am more
troubled than ever before. Yes,
the producers are ready and re-
silient . But there is a big 'if’. a
fundamental constraint. How
can such policy-choices at
macro-level and effective par-
ticipation at micro-level take
place in a political culture of in-
tolerance at its best and undis-
uised violence at its worst?
en the silent ma of the
mlg are hostages to muscle-
power on both sides
of the aisle all the economic
rhetoric about pro-growth -
macro-economic and trade
policies, liberalized and com-
itive domestic market and
igh domestic savings rate
complemented by ate and
foreign capital inflows sound
hollow. Human deve nt,
critical investments in health,
education and nutrition for all
people turn out to be hypocriti-
cal devises to keep the domina-
tor-dominated structural pre-
disposition unchanged.

This fundamental political
roblem has m?}: rcmgntzt!:d
L 5\\'!:']_:.71 under the carpel for
fear of cost of social dis-
ruption. So, I do not my
hopes at the higher echelons of
social and political hierarchy. 1
place my h in the
sense with tomato-farmers
in Chirirbandar, or the women
entrepreneurs in Bogra who
will continue their in
the tation that lile will
improve for their off-spring.
As | reminisce in a state of

siege for s hours, I hum the
tune of my long-past younger
days:

We shall overcome!
We shall overcome someday!
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Letters for publication in ' these columns should

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letiers
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

address.

The wrong shepherds

Sir. For the millionth time.
the people of Bangladesh have
experienced the heavenly HAR-
TAL. Why are our politicians to
obsessed with HARTAL? What

ood do they seek to accomplish

y calling HARTAL, month af-
ter month, year after r., and
arguably. decade after decade?
For decades every single politi-
cal party has been calling
HARTAL to B(Elrutest any gov-
emment misdeed,

As a democratic (!?) society;
we do have the right to protest
anything and everything that is
unljusL Unfortunately, our

oliticians are taking advan-
tage of such democracy, and
they are giving democracy a bad
name as well. What good will

Every time they call for this ab-
surd event, the country is losing
millions of dollars. I suppose
that, maybe there is a good rea-
son behind it, and maybe my
brain cannot fathom the true
meaning of this event.

calling HARTAL for every sin-
gle reason, regardless of its
merit, bring to the society? Ev-
ery time they call for this ab-
surd event, the country is losing
millions of dollars. 1 suppose
that, maybe there is a rea-
son behind it, and maybe my
brain cannot fathom the true
meaning of this event.

I sure would appreciate il
some intellectual of our coun-
try would dare to take few of
his/her precious moments and
answer this question. When the
country is sinking under enor-
mous international debt, when
more than one hundred million
people are living hand to
mouth, when we are in grave
need of increasing our GDP,
when we need to educate mil-
lions of young souls, when we
need to e people with the
minimal means of shelter, our
WISE and ever CARING politi-
cians are smpplﬁ the wheel of

roduction by calling HARTAL.

. how ironic it is that they
were supposed to provide us
with everything they are loot-
ing from us, yet no one, espe-
cially, the young generation,
who were su have new
visions, new thoughts and so
forth are following these shal-
low minded, selfish, moral
lar:kin% politicians and their
rusty, invalid, pathetic way of
life! What is wrong with our
young generation? And by
young generation, | mean us
who were born after the War of

mﬁ: maﬁ;nedfunfouowirlg

the 'puntlclam as sheep follows
the shepherd? _

Mofazzal Hossain
Naples, Florida.

Can we afford
political unrest?

Sir, We live in a Third
World country. The recent flood
has done much damage addinﬁ
to the misery of our people, an
we are struggling to come out of
the clutches of these problems.

On the eve of the twenty-
first century, we are struggling
to keep up with the rest of the
world. We still have a long way
to go. In this situation, can we
afford hartals and other politi-
cal disturbances? Is this the
time for all this? Isn't there a
way to solve the political prob-
lems peacefully, or is it too
much to ask? We all know the
effects of such disturbances on
each and every sector of our

‘économy .

My a to the opposition
is that please, we have had
enough! Maybe not for your-

{of

selves but at least for the 5: -
eral people stop these hartals!

Shehna F. Mulk.
Nerv D.O.H.S.
Dhaka.

BTV, the poor thing!

Sir, This is as a genuine
"neutral citizen”. in response (o
the recent programmes viewed

on BTV. Surely it is, as it always

has''‘been, a governmefit ' —
owned organisation, yet the ex-
ploitatioh of this parficular
media has not been made more
eﬂ]cienuiy ever before!

BTV is trying to brainwash
the new generation about poli-
tics. If the truth is really worthy
eno (the one they are talking
about), then it will be known
anlv'wn . It does not need the
help of alluring songs and pro-
grammes in order to be known
and hence, believed.

Arefeen Syed
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

BBC and CNN

es
Sir. | have read the letter re-
uesting to telecast BBC and
NN programme by Mr O.H.
Kabir, in the DS dated October
7, 1998.

Supporting him I am also
requesting to the authority con-
cerned to telecast BBC and CNN
programme on BTV, especially
in the morning.

S}llrin
5/7, Baily Square,
Dhala

The great BR
Sir. May | request our PM to
utilise the services of our Rail-
way for visiting one or two

laces. 1 cannot think of any
tter idea than this to draw the

attention of any responsible
erson associated with our

ilway Department. They are
all on leave! Otherwise, a
with slightest sense ol duty
could see what mismanagement
and senselessness in going
around.

The railway stations are
filthy and diseased, the trains
are Klled up with rs, vern-
dors and mrly else other than
railway employees. All time
tables are dead. Trains often

stop nowhere in the middle. The

free-ride passengers and the
smugglers have comfortable en-
try and exit. The entire journey
is not but an agony.
Introduction of a few inter-

city trains and compulterisation

of ticket system is meaningless
unless the entire system is
overhauled. With ihe increase
ol passengers [reight etg., there
is no reason why railway can-

not be an efficient, modern
transport system in
Bangladesh.

| guess the answer is — it is
nobody's baby.
Tanzia Choudhury
Comilla

Where have all the
women speakers
gone?

Sir, This is about the semi-
nar "New Horizon in the Tele
Media", which | attended and
found very interesting indeed. |
would like to thank Mr Anam
and other speakers: Dr Anisur
Rahman, Md Jahangir. Mr
Afzal Hossain and Mr Jewel
Aich for coming to discuss sev-
eral issues on the media. It
surely has helped us share our
frustration over the discussion
on our electronic media.

Now, I have one great con-
cern. While having these types
of seminars it is important to
see that among the speakers.
there wusually are some
"women”. But among the [ive
speakers during this seminar,
none was a woman. What was
the reason behind it? Is it that
we don't want women to come as
speakers or is it that women
usually don't show interest to
come and play a dominant role

rsomn

patient who has
some time. He was complaining
that during the DESA power

during seminars where they
would face questions? Where so
much is talked about "women's
role”, “violence against
women”, "women headed
households”, "women's move-
ment”, elc., | felt sorry that we
did not have a single woman to
be in this seminar as a speaker!

Moushumi Nasser
Action Aid Bangladesh
Dhanmondi. Dhaka

Power failure at
hospitals
Sir, Recently 1 went to the

Holy Family Hospital to visit a
there for

(ailure the patients suffer a lot

as the hospital does not have a -
generator to,take .careiof such ,

situations. Therefore, | draw the
attention of'the ' :;Bf.'ht 1 au-
thorities to arrange for a gener-
ator to give relief Lo the patients
who are as it is suffering from
different ailments.

A Visitor
Dhaka

"Unloading
loadshedding?

Sir, The aforementioned ar-
ticle appearing in the DS
(10.9.98) drew my attention.
Some remarks in the ar-
ticle need to be explained fur-
ther.

First, I quote "What un-
der the euphemism of load-
shedding is in fact a huge theift
of power. . . ", is: who is
the thief and where is the power

to be stolen? There's no ade-

quate around to steal.
The installed power of BPDB is
around 3119MW and the
achievable power depends on
the number of units in opera-
tion. This does in no way exceed
1800MW or so. There is the
deficit. Added to the misery is
the recent shut down of 110
unit in Khulna and 210MW in
Raujan, one can see clearly that
there's no enough power to
'steal’.

I quote again " .. the actual
amount of the loadshedding in
DESA area is about 400MW

‘much deeper but

daily” — this is completel

wrong. This amount of | -
shed occurs for the whole
country, which is not under the

jurisdiction of DESA, not just

in Dhaka alone.

Recall that DESA is Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority and
is responsible for only the
Dhaka city and some adjoining
areas.

Quoting "Two rates of tariff
for domestic consumers for
peak and off- hours may be
introduced.” You see, it is the
domestic users who define the

hour. It is the numerous
residents who, when they
switch on millions of lights and
fans, make the peak load. Isn't
it a mockery to charge them
with peak and nﬂ'—peai rates?
How can one t that a huge
number of residents will not

_switch their appliances on and

for a corpplete black-out? B§
he way, do those IR student
know the extra cost involved in
replacing the whole domestic
meters with digital one that
counts time to measure peak
and off-peak r?
Nevertheless the recom-

‘mendations put forward by the

writers are worth praising. The
very name of the article is
somewhat vague. Of course it is
a personal choice. The defini-
tion of loadshedding given at
the start of the article is a very

good one.
Farseem M Mohammedy

Dept of EEE, BUET

What's the point?
Sir, When Mr Shailesh Ku-

mar traces the origins of the
psyche of comm sm in the

subcontinent in his book "His-
tory of Communal Riots", he is
totally at tune with what the
common le understand by
it. It is like late Mrs Gandhis’
exuberance on one of Mr Md
Rafi's songs when she eulogised
"I am certain, the whole Indian
nation has sung this song along
with the singer.

But alas. shall we not try to
look into something which is
ies in the
shade? What sense is there of
somebody's belonging to the re-
ligious majority or minority, if
he does not have education, job,

I write with reference to Lhe

article, "Democracy demands

ey in the 11 Nov issue of The
Daily Star. Much as I enjoy the
ggper. [ must disagree with the

sic and contentious premise

of the article that the govern-

ment is to be held responsible
for the opposition's calling of
the 60-hour hartal.

In its editorial on 10 Nov,

The Daily Star has rightly con-
demned the use of hartals no

matter what the reason (in fact,
the time may have arrived for
Bangladesh's lawmakers to
consider placing legal barriers
to the indiscriminate use of this
ugly political weapon). In your
article of 11 Nov, however, you
have created grounds for justi-
fying the calling of the hartal
by the opposition BNP. The
analysis of the events of 7
November leads to, what ar-
pears to me, a foregone conclu-
sion of The Daily Star's — the
government and the AL are op-
pressing the BNP. The DS
should appreciate that this
cannot be proved in a day or two
and presented to the public as a
truth.

Yes, it is possible that the AL
provoked the situation, but it is
also equally possible (as ap-
pears to many an observer) that
the BNP engineered the crisis,
as they have done on quite a few
previous occasions. By trying to

gort:lnn blame for the events

November so soon after the
event, is The Dalily Star not
treading on dangerous ground?
Would it not be more prudent to
arrive at such serious conclu-
sions after a more thoro ex-
amination of what happened on
the 7th?

"Democracy demands ..."

You have written that "the
cause of the BNP's current har-
tal i= the agZicssive manner in
which the has been dealing
with the opposition,” that the
government is oppressing the
opposition, and that the treat-
ment of the opposition is "be-
yond the acceptable limits of
democracy”. | am afraid these
statements are neither objec-
tive or scientific in that they
cannot be categorically proved
in this case. I anything, the
government and the AL are per-

freely, make
statements openly and fre-
quently, write in newspapers
without any hindrance, say
whatever they like in Parlia-
ment (whenever they do bother
to attend) — so how does one
make a sweeping statement that
the opposition is being op-
pressed. This begins to sound
like what one has been hearing
for over two decades, that the
AL are by nature o ive and
fascist, and 1 am sure that the
DS does not belong to that

Sir, I was reading the com-
mentary by Mahfuz Anam on
11th November under the head-
ing "Democracy demands that
Govt treat Opposition better”, |
would like to include something
that Mr Mahfuz has failed to
notice when he said, "Whatever
President Zia's other achieve-
ments may be, he will be very
harshly {udged for this uncon-
scionable compromise with
killers."

History repeats itself. It was
even more painful when our
father of the nation compro-

mised with the killers of the
Liberation War,

Under the shield of "shad-
haron khoma" 1 have seen the
killers of '71 walk freely just as
Col. Rashid or Col. Farouque
did. At least Hasina could use
her power to bring her father's
killers to trial but there re-
mains millions of - Bangla-
deshis who do not have the
ability to do so because of that
'shadharon khoma' (General
Amnesty).

Moshtaque Yusuf
USA -

ceived by many to have per-
formed transparently and
openly in government, much
more so than the predecessor
BNP regime.

Further, the BNP in opposi-
tion has been extremely aggres-
sive on the streets, and ele-
ments of their J)arty workers
have not missed the opportu-
nity to behave in a violent and

‘criminal manner, forcing the

authorities, rightly, to arrest

‘and bring charges against some

of their BNP leaders move about

school of thought. =
The other matter concerns
the BNP's sympathies for those
involved in the killing of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. It is
well known that the BNP has ei-
ther within its own rank and
file, or is allied to, individuals
and parties who upenlly ustify
the brutal killings of 1975. As
clearly written by the DS, no
overnment since 1975 ever
thered to even pay lip service

rovocative

confessed killers were rewarded
by being given diplomatic
postings. As recently as Feb
1996, Khaleda Zia allowed for-
mer Col Rashid to contest a seat
on a BNP ticket and had that
arliament convened, he would
ave played a prominent role in
Lthe BNP. Since 1996, while the
BNP has not officially opposed
Lhe trial, there have n a
number of instances where se-
nior BNP leaders have made
very controversial and
provocative remarks.

As reported by a leading En-
glish daily on 6 November,
Khaleda Zia made a statement
that it was because of Ziaur
Rahman that the country
gained independence (there was
no mention of Sheikh Mujib,
and she called AL leaders "cow-
ards" for crossing over to India)
and because of the events of
1972-75, the "changeover in
1975 became inevitable”. These
kinds of remarks are viewed as
somehow justifying the events
of August 1975 and are further

perceived as proof of the BNP's |

aversion to the trial and verdict
on Sheikh Mujib's assassina-
tion. Which is why many antic-
ipated that there would be trou-
ble at the BNP's meet on 7
November and it would be used
to call for hartals after the ver-
dicts of 8 November.

~ Given these facts, it is diffi-
cult to arrive at conclusions
such as those drawn up by the
DS r:ﬁardi::ﬁ the oppression of
the BNP or that the present har-
tal has no bearing on the ver-
dicts of 8 November.

A Ahmed| pari

to a trial of those involved in
the killings, in fact, the self I

TR 1

toilet, security and a house? We
live in a society where more
than 20 million have no
defined toilet, about the
same number goes without a job
and have no access to safe
drinking water. More than 10
million men and women

their nights on -dams,
platforms, by drains, pipes, in
abandoned wagons, etc. Every-
day more and more pe;pie are
being beaten and exploited by
the police. Millions are in-
halling black smoke sitting in
obsolete transports moving in

ant's pace due to unimaginable
traffic jam. 4
On a facie basis it ap-
pears that since there is an
overwhelming majority of one
religion, they may be in com-
mand and may do otherwise
with the minority. But actually
is that so? How many were
killed in -th:than.dvahqf gorreli-
onists in 19717 How many
ave become'pdor due to ex-
ploitation at the hands of co-
religionists? How many files in
ovgc:‘l:ﬁpt nﬂ;}:tes have beml 2
m or money? Is
r&nable tfrthlnk or is it on
record that Rahman has ex-
ploited, tortured, shot, insulted
or killed only Dm;ﬂ and not
Karim or Israfil in his role of
businessman, politician, offi-
cial, police or terrorist?

So what is the point in be-
lieving strongly that it is the
difference in religion that is the
core of communalism?

Iftekhar Hamid

29, Nawabpur
Dhaka.

Agreement, at last

Sir, The world waited with
baited breath. At last after nine
days of marathon session.
agreement was achieved be-
tween the Israel and the Pales-
tinian authorities in Wye River,
Maryland, USA.

Yet. on deep reflection and in
the historical perspective of the
Palestine issue, it has to be said
that the Palestinian authorit
has been squeezed and blud-
geoned into accepting less than
what they expected and much
less than what is legitimately
theirs. Once again Israeli stub-
bornness has paid dividends —
it always did in the past. Secu-
rity guarantees have been pro-
cured ironically from those
who are under occupation and
whose land has been f[orcibly
laken away from them, and
who are subjected to constant
insecurity. Even more ironi-
cally, the ancestral owners of
the land are supposed to feel
grateful that they have been
given another 14.2 per cent of

.their own land. What a at

victory of justice and fairplay!

Are the displaced Palestini-
ans ted to celebrate tLhis
victo Is this sufficient in-
centive for them to remain
grateful to Israel and the inter-
national community? What a
strange international order has
come to pass when the lone su-
per-power finds itself helpless
to extract justice and reciproc-
ity from a tiny but intran t
State. And the collective will of
the member-states of the UN is
ignored with unconcealed con-
tempt.

Dr M Zakir Husain
4/4/1-b, Block-A. Lalmatia,
Dhaka-1207

Good work, champs!

Sir. I am very ha that the
South African crickel team has
won the Wills World Cup
cricket. After many years the
South African team has won
such an international victory
and as a supporter of SA, | ex-
press my profound rejoice at
their victory. |1 hope that the
learmm emerges As a Very
formidable contender in the
World Cup "99.

s
ouse
Dhaka- 1000,



