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US asks Netanyahu to refrain from "provocation"

Israeli settlers confiscate

Palestinian land in WB

BETHLEHEM, West Bank,
Nov 10: The Israeli Army con-
fiscated Palestinian land Mon-
day, Palestinian witnesses said,
apparently to build a bypass
road for Israeli settlers in the
area, reports AFP.

The soldiers bulldozed the
land south of the West Bank
town of Bethlehem, destroying
olive trees and vines, the wit-
nesses said.

Ahmed Tibi, advisor to
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat. criticised the "continua-
tion of the settlement policy
which constitutes a violation of
the Wye Plantation Accord”
signed {ast month in Washing-
ton.

"It must be clear, that the
Palestinians will respect their
commitments but they will do
everything to prevent the con-
fiscation of their land," he said
in a statement.

Tibi also called for the
United States to press Israel to
refrain from “"taking unilateral
Rieasures.”

AP adds: Settler leaders ac-
knowledged for the first time
Tharsday that those taking
land were not acting on their
own, but as part of an organised
campaign,

"These are lands that belon
to us, by contract. If we don’
grab them, someone else will, so
we're grabbing them.," said
Aharon Domb, leader of the
Jewish settlement movement.

Evidence of the settlers’ last-
minute push is evident on hlll-
tops down the middle ridge of
the West Bank. Every few kilo-
meters, water towers stick up
from the landscape on spidery
legs, with a few blocklike
houses surrounding them like
flies caught in a web. Those are
instant settlements like Givat
Harel.

This is the West Bank heart-
land, far (rom Israeli cities, and
the focus of the settlers' land

claim.
The hill-hnpping has
prompted new friction between

the government of Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu and
the United States.

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright told Ne-
tanyahu in a phone call last
week that expansion of settle-
ments now is a "provocation.”
the newspaper Maariv said
Monday. Israel denied it.

US Embassy spokesman
Larry Schwartz said he could
not comment on the Ne-
tanyahu-Albright conversa-
tion, but that Israelis and
Palestinian undertook, ‘during
last month's Mideast summit,
to refrain from unilateral ac-
tions that might prejudice the
outcome of a permanent peace
agreement.

He said he hoped Israel's
government would realise thatt
-new settler outposts are "no
';lpprdprfatc." atﬁlﬂ would dis-
mantle them.

Netanyahu's seniqr adviser,
David Bar-lllan, said that the
settlement activity "may be an
irritant, but ccrlainl}r is not
against the agreement.”

UNITED NATIONS. Nov 10:
India voted against part of a
draft resolution that called
upon all states to accede to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), particularly those
states operating unsafeguarded
nuclear facilities, reports IANS.

"India's long-standing views,
on the NPT are well-known,™
Savitri Kunadi, India's Ambas-
sador to the Disarmament
Conference in Geneva, told the
First Committee which ap-
proved the draft. Kunadi said
she was obliged to vote against
the sixth preambular para-

graglﬁ.
e paragraph recalled the
decision of the 1995 Conference
of the Parties to the NPT to call
upon all states not yet party to
the treaty to accede to it at the
earliest date. The paragraph
was approved by a vote of 141 in
favour, two against, including
India and Israel, and two ab-
stentions, including Pakistan.
The General Assembly draft
resolution on the setting up of a
Middle East Nuclear Weapons
Free Zone noted that Israel re-
mained the only state in the re-
gion which has not been party
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India votes against draft
resolution on NPT

to the NPT.

Israel said that the text was
the only one to single out a
member state. While it dealt
with an important issue, it did
not address the realities of its
region.

"Many nuclear related de-
velopments had occurred in re-
cent years, such as the sombre
experience gained by the U.N.
inspection team on the disposal
of Iraq's weapons of mass de-
struction as well as other activ-
itles undertaken by some coun-
tries in the region,” the repre-
sentative said.

He said that draft's co-spon-
sors were not really promoting
its alleged specific pu . The
representative said that other
drafts on crucial issues were
presented in a restrained man-
ner and avoided singling out
any one state. "When it came to
Israel, such restraint was ig-
nored,” he said.

The United States alluded to
the nuclear tests by India and
Pakistan while voting against
the draft resolution which
noted that Israel remained the
only state in the Middle East
not party to the NPT.
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Indian Army soldiers lift a body of a militant at their headquarters in Budgam,

some 20 kms

from Srinagar, after four of the militants were killed in an encounter with the army on the
outskirts of Srinagar on Monday. Security forces in Kashmir battled for five hours with

separatist militants holed up in a residential area of the capital.

— AP/UNB photo

Jamil Akhtar of Pakistan, left, and Lt Gen

bty 3

eral A K Ahuja of India shake hands before

entering peace talks between the two countries in New Delhi on Monday that focused on
their 30-year-old maritime boundary dispute.,

Kashmir 1ssue overshadows talks

—_ AP/UNB photo

Pakistan, India seek solace in
economic cooperation

NEW DELHI, Nov 10: ﬂf[ndia
and Pakistan reached the
halfway mark Tuesday in a se-
ries of talks aimed at easing
their rivalry, it became increas-
ingly clear New Delhi was
foundering in its attempt to
turn the focus away from their
Kashmir territorial dispute, re-
ports AP.

Last week and Monday, the
first three of six rounds of New
Delhi talks — on water sharing,
ﬂrnpnsals for a cease-fire on a

ashmiri battleground known
as the Siachan glacier, and a
30-year-old maritime boundary
dispute — ended with little or no
progress reported. Tuesday,
commerce ministry nt‘t‘icia{s
from the two countries opened.
discussing on boosting trade.

Analysts like Bharat Karnad,
a national security expert at
New Delhi's independent Centre
for Policy Research, says Tues-
day's round on trade ties could
yield results. Black market
trade between India and Pak-
istan is already brisk, Karnad

said. estimating it &t dirs 3 bil-
lion a year, indicating that or-
dinary people in the two coun-
Iries want close ties even if
their governments are stale-
mated over Kashmir.

The Times of India reported
Tuesday that official exports
from India to Pakistan and
from Pakistan to India totalled
about dlrs 161 million last
year.

On Tuesday's agenda was a
proposal for cash-sirapped
Pakistan to sell electricity to
India; Indian demands that
Pakistan reciprocate India's
decision to grant most-
favoured-nation trade status to
Pakistan; steps to improve
movement of goods between the
two countries by rail and to
start bus service between the
Indian capital and the Pak-
istani border city of Lahore.

The meetings wrap up on ter-’
rorism and drug trafficking on
Thursday and cultural ties on
Friday.

India and Pakistan have

BLRIEFLY

a "y . ¥ o I
Gunmen kill 5 in Angolan mine:
Five people were killed and four were taken hostage in a pre-
dawn attack by dozens of armed men on a Canadian owned
mine in northeastern Angola. the mine operators said on
Monday, AFP reports from London.

Two Britons, the mine manager and a director, were killed as
well as a Portuguese and two Angolans, the company's
spokesman Michael Gunberg said.

Cambodia bans

NEWSPaper: The

Cambodian government handed down a suspeision order
Tuesday to a newspaper calling for King Norodom Sihanouk to
stand trial for crimes against humanity. AP reporis [rom

Phnom Penh.

L]

Khieu Kanharith, secretary of state for the Information

Ministry, si
newspaper

ed the order suspending the National Salvation
ause it violated a constitutional

rovision stipu-

lating that the Cambodian monarch is inviolable.

kills 21 1n

flipped off a rural bridge and into a stream on

ota: aAbus

onday, killing

21 passengers, the majority of them children on their way to

classes,

police and rescue workers said, AP says from Bogota.

The accident, which occurred at 7:45 am near Suarez, 335 -
km southwest of Bogota, could have been caused by brake

failure, a blown out tire or reckless driving,

fireman's

spokesman Lt. Eduardo Salinas told The Associated Press.

US to seek access to DPRK site:

US State Dega.rlment said Monda

undergroun

it will demand access to an

facility suspected of being a site for development

of nuclear weapons, AP says from Washington.

Spokesman James P
Nort
enough

ubin said verbal assurances from
Korea that the facility has no military purpose are not
Hours before Rubin spoke, a North Korean Foreign

Mlniﬂtr):r spokesman said, in reference to the US request, that it
will not accept any "Interventionist move" by the United States.

Indian tribe ap
Indians of British Colum
historic treaty

roves historic
a's Nisga' a tribe have approve
that would fulfill their century-old quest for

]

self-government in a remote valley near the southern tip of

Alaska, AP re

rts from Vancouver,

Tribal leaders announced the outcome of a two-day refer-

endum on Monday, sayi
of the treaty even thou

there was a clear majority in favour
the tallying process was not quite

4ﬁ;ma3 members held in Israel: rour

members of the hardline Palestinian

%mup Hamas have been

arrested in connection with the fatal stabbing of an ultra-
orthodox French Israeli in Jerusalem in February, Israeli

police said Monday, AFP re

rts from Jerusalem.

The four, who are from east Jerusalem, admitted stabbing
the man to death in Rekhes Shuafat, a Jewish enclave in the
northeast of the city, the police said.

fought three wars since eacn
%nined independence f{rom

ritain in 1947, and continue to
exchange shells and bullets al-
most daily across Kashmir. the
Himalayan territory divided
between them that both claim
in its entirety. Their enmity
reached new heights of tension
in May when India tested nu-
clear weapons and Pakistan re-

_ sponded with its own tests.

Under international pressure
following the nuclear talks, the
two countries began peace talks
on Kashmir last month in the
Pakistani capital of Islamabad.
The ﬂn%ning follow-up talks in
New Delhi are a test of India’'s
argument that progress can be
made on lesser issues, improv-
ing the atmosphere to the point
where progress also can be
made on Kashmir.

But Pakistan says nothing
can move forward without a
Kashmir settlement, and that

stance has overshadowed the
New Delhi talks.

Another witness testifies
against Anwar Ibrahim

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10:
Prosecutors trying to prove that
Anwar Ibrahim misused his
powers as Malaysia's deputy
prime minister to cover up his
sexual misdeeds called in a sec-
ond police officer Tuesday to
testify, reports AP.

Abdul Aziz Hussein of the

Special Branch was giving de-
tails of the interrogation of two
key people: the sister of Anwar's
former secretary, and his for-
mer driver. Both have made
sexual misconduct allegations
against Anwar.
. The trial has become a point
of contention with Malaysia
about to host a mammoth
summit of world leaders next
week. Critics say the trial and
allegations that police beat the
51-year-old Anwar highlight
the country's human rights
abuses.

Tuesday's tﬂsumnnﬁ was fo-
cusing on statements by Ummi
Hafilda, who said Anwar had
sex with the wife of his own per-
sonal secretary. Ummi is the
sister of the secretary.

The court was also consider-

inﬁcstatcmcnts by Azizan Abu
Bakar, the former driver. who
says Anwar committed sodomy
with him.

Abdul Aziz, the special
branch police officer, was ex-
pected to go into detail about the
statements of both accusers.

Last week, the first witness,
former Special Branch Chief,
Mohammed Said Awang. testi-
fied that Anwar had forced po-
lice to arrest and coerce retrac-
tions from the two.

But Mohamed also sparked a
controversy by saying that he
may have submitted a police re-

rt in 1997 to Prime Minister

ahathir Mohamad indicating
that top government officials

J and Cabinet ministers had con-

spired against Anwar,

On Monday, Mohamed de-
nied such a report existed. "Is
there a such a report?” High
Court Judge Augustine Paul
asked Mohamed. "Think.
Think quite carefully.”

The police official replied:
"I'm quite certain there's no
sugh report.”

Habibie opens assembly to cast rules
for 99 parliamentary polls

JAKARTA., Nov 10: Amid
tight security and student
protests, President B.J Habibie
on Tuesday opened a contro-
versial government assembly
that will cast rules for 1999 par-
liamentary elections, reports
AP.

Leaders of the People's Con-
sultative Assembly said they
were determined to abandon the
authoritarian legacy of former
President Suharto, who quit in
May amid riots and protests.

But hundreds of students who
gathered at a university campus
rejected the meri.inr, ol Indone-
sia's highest legislative body,
saying it was not sincere about
democratic reform. They cited
the military's prominent role
in politics.

Inside the green-roofed hall
of Parliament, House Speaker
Harmoko declared before 1,000
delegates that constitutional
change was the best way to guide
Indonesia’'s transition to
democracy.

“This is actually the time for

us to think clearly, so as to pre-
vent the euphoria of freedom
from burying the very essence
of democracy,” said Harmoko. a
onetime ally of Suharto.

"We are therefore confident
that the people will never accept
a government formed by way of
anarchy,” Harmoko said,

Fears abound that political
tension now will trigger unrest
similar to the riots that eventu-
ally forced Suharto from office.
Students demonstrated against
the assembly on Monday, but
huge numbers of troops blocked
them from approaching Par-
liament.

Harmoko said delegates will
revoke old decrees that pre-
served special presidential
powers during the Suharto era,
and would concentrateson hu-
man rights and clean govern-
ment and trying to fix Indone-
sia's shattered economy.

“This is no longer the time for
us to give a negative response to
criticism lodged against the
government.” he said. "Worse,

even when quite often the reac-
tion over a criticism is accom-
panied by the allegation that is
a subversive exercise.”

“In a sign of compromise, In-
donesia's military chief has
said that the armed forces are
willing to discuss demands to
limit their prominent role in
politics.

Gen. Wiranto said any deci-
sions should be left to the dele-
gates at the assembly, formerly
a haven for Suharto loyalists
who reelected the former presi-
dent in March to a seventh,
five-year term.

One proposal to be considered
by the assembly would reduce
tg: number of seats allotted to
the military in the 500-seat
Parliament from 75 to as few as
25. The military began scaling
back its role in politics in the
final years of Suharto's author-
itarian rule.

Student prolesters. however,

say all members of Parliament
should be elected and apJ)ninted
seats should be abolished.

"US should target Saddam to resume
talks with UN mspectors’

WASHINGTON, Nov 10: The
United States should target
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein to force Baghdad to resume
cooperation with UN weapons
inspectors. a former UN expert
said Monday, reports AFP.

"Saddam is the sole person
responsible for the Iraqi policy
of non-compliance.,” former
weapons inspector Scott Ritter
said in an interview with CNN.

“The United States should be
threatening him directly, that's
the only way for a diplomatic
solution to work. a diplomatic
solution backed by the real
threat of credible military force
that can remove Saddam Hus-
sein from power,” he said.

Titter, who resigned in Au-
gust from the UN special com-
mission tasked with Iraqi dis-
armament accusing the United
States and United Nations of
weakness in dealing with Iraq.
accused Washington of having a
"reactive” strategy regarding
Baghdad.

The former US Marine said
that the US Definition of con-
frontation might involve firing
cruise missiles at Iraq.

"But unless this military ac-
tion hits at Saddam Hussein

himsell. that's something that
Saddam [eels that he can
weather. that's not true con-

frontation from the Iraqi defi-
nition.” Ritter said.

Speaking on the same pro-
gramme. US State Department
spokesman James Rubin said
that "nothing could be further
from the truth,” when asked to
respond to Ritter's statement
about the reattive nature of US
policy.

He stressed that Washington
continued with its containment
policy against Saddam. aimed
at destroying as many weapons
of mass destruction as possible,
and "keeping the tightest sanc-
tions regime in history one.”

"It may not be the most satis-
f{li:ng policy, but it's a policy
that serves our interests.,” Rubin
said.

The spokesman added that
Washington had stated “very
clearly” that "if Saddam Hus-
sein were to comply with Secu-
rity Council resolutions, sanc-
tions could be lifted we've also
said we have our doubts as to
whether he will do so.”

_ Rubin repeated that "all op-
tions are on the table, including
the military option.”

French novelist Dominique

Bona smiles after she
received France's prestigious
Renaudot literary award in
Paris on Monday. Bona got
the Renaudot prize for "Le
Manuserit de Port-Ebene”, a
novel set in the Dominican
Republic.

Vajpayee leading
18-horse chariot?

AIZAWAL, Nov 10: Congress
President Sonia Gandhi on
Monday termed the BJP-led

overnment at the centre as an

8-horse chariot and said each
horse was pulling in different
direction, reports PTI.

Addressing election meet-
ings in the state she said in the

ast eight months the country
Eas had an 18-party govern-
ment in Delhi headed by BJP.

"Actually we should not call
it a government. It is really an
18-horse chariot with each
horse pulling in a different di-
rection,” she said attagking the
Vajpayee government for its

ure to contain price rise and
solve the problems faced by the
common people.

— AP/UNB photo

Anti-govt rebels kill 100
civilians in Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, Nov 10; Anli-
overnment rebels in eastern
ierra Leone slaughtered mearly
100 civilians on Monday while
ﬁghtinF raged in the region for
several hours, reporters there
said, reports AFP.

The killings of 96 civilians
took place in the town of
Sumaya, in the eastern part of
the diamond-rich area GF Tongo
fields, they said.

Twelve civilians suffered se-
rious machete wounds and were
taken to hospital at Kenema,
240-km east of the capital Free-
town, the reporters said.

Sierra Leone has been
wracked by civil war since
1991, when the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) took up
arms against what it saw as the
corruption of the Freetown gov-
ernment.

The RUF rebels have joined
forces with the former junta
which was kicked out of power
in February by the Nigerian-led
West African force ECOMOG.

Renegade ex-soldiers and
rebels are still on the loose in
outlying parts of the West
African country, where wit-
nesses and medical sources fre-
quently report that they are
committing atrocities against
civilians.

While the precise agenda of
the front remains vague, its
methods — said to include im-
mersinf limbs in boiling oil —
after filling hospitals with
hundreds of victims crude am-
putations, have delivered a
clear message thatits struggle is
far from over. '

Officers from the Nigerian-
led ECOMOG, now in charge of
Sierra Leone's security, have
reported that the rebels have
also disembowelled pregnant
women.

Last week, Sierra Leonean ex-
president Joseph Momoh was
sentenced to 10 years in prison
on Thursday on tnn:firacy
charges in connection with the

junta that overthrew the civil-

ian elected government in May
1997.

Momoh, who ruled the coun-
try from 1985 to 1992, was
cleared by a 12-member jury of
treason charges, and tl!nere.b}'
escaped a death senterce.

Twenty-four officers and sol-
diers found guilty of having as-
sisted the junta were executed
by firing squad on a beach out-
side the capital on October 19,
provoking condemnation by
the international community.

Two days later the High Court
sentenced 11 civilians to death
in connection with treason
charges, seventeen other civil-
ians, among them five journal-
ists. were also given the death
penalty several weeks earlier.

ECOMOG has maintained
that Liberian armed forces are
assisting die-hard rebels in
fighting the civilian-govern-
ment of Ahmad Tejan Kabbah.

Liberia's President Charles
Taylro has denied the allega-
tion, saying any Liberians as-
sisting rebel troops were mer-
cenaries.

US Supreme Court
rejects White

House’s appeals

WASHINGTON, Nov 10: The
US Supreme Court has rejected
White House and Clinton ad-
ministration apreats arguin
that presidential lawyers an
bodyguards should be shielded
from testifying to the Monica
Lewinsky Grand Jury, reports
Reuter,

In two important cases, the
High Court on Monday allowed
secret service officers to dis-
close what they learn while
protesting President Bill Clin-
ton and sald White House
lawyer Bruce Lindsey may be
questioned about conversations

with Clinton.
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US seeks further

steps from India,

Pakistan toward
curbing their
N-programme

WASHINGTON, Nov 10: Pres-
ident Clinton will lift some
sanctions against India and
Pakistan but wants both coun-
tries to take further steps to-
ward curbing their nuclear pro-

rammes before he reschedules

is visit to the region, the White
House said on Monday, reports
AP.

The president will seek to
restore International Monetary
Fund assistance to both coun-
tries and lift prohibitions on
their participation in invest-
ment and trade programme run
by the Export-Import Bank and
the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corp, said White House
spokesman Joe Lockhart.

The investment programme
were worth 300 million dollars
to India before the sanctions
were imposed. Pakistan did not
participate in them.

"Advani has no
moral right to
Invite ministers on
HR conference’

CALCUTTA. Nov 10: West
Bengal Home [police)] Minister
Buddhadey Bhattacharjee on
Monday rejected the Union
Home Minister L K Advani's
invitation to the home minis-
ter's conference on human
rights in Delhi on November 28,
reports PTI.

Bhattacharjee said that an
accused of Babri Mosque demo-
lition case, L K Advani. had no
moral right to invite the state
home minister at a conference
on human rights.

Bhattacharjee expressed
hope that all non-BJP home
minister's would boycott this
conference responding to his
appeal and nlapusing the invita-
tion on moral ground.

Three Indonesian

soldiers, one
rebel killed
in E Timor

DIL], Indonesia, Nov 10:
Three Indonesian soldiers and
one separatist rebel were killed
in a clash in the troubled terri-
tory of East Timor, the military
said on Tuesday, reports AP.

The clash on Monday came
when about 50 members of the
Falintil and pro-independence
activists attacked a milita

st in Manufahi, said Lt Col.

upadi, chief of staff of East
Timor military.

The rebels also took away 30
guns and ammunition from the
post that was d%uarded by four
soldiers, Supadi said.

The attack was the third fatal
clash recently in Manufahi,
about 40 km southeast of Dili,
the capital of East Timor.

A week ago, a soldier was shot
and killed by pro-independence
rebels, and two soldiers and a
civilian were beaten to death by
a group of pro-independence
demonstrators in another
clash,

India to stage trials
of AIDS vaccine

NEW DELHI. Nov 10: India,
home to some five million car-
riers of the virus that leads to
AlDS, -has finally agreed to
stage vaccine trials and join
global efforts for a cure, offi-
cials said on Monday, reports
AFP.

India's National AIDS Con-
trol Organisation (NACO) took
the decision, which has to be
formally ratified by the Indian
Cabinet, after two days of talks
with officials from the US Na-
tional Institute of Health and
the United Nations AIDS pro-
gramme UNAIDS.

NACO chief JVR Prasad Rao
saidd a oore group would be
formed to work out details of
the programme.

Rao said the Indian govern-
ment had already accepted the
need for an AIDS wvaccine,
adding: "We have the capability
to develop it with international
support.”

Vulimiri Ramalingaswami, a
leading backer of the Pmpnsal
and a former chief of India's
state-run medical research
body, said the programme
would "link Indian AIDS re-

searchers with counterparts
abroad to develop a [lexible
plan for producing candidate

vaccine and testing them."

The choice of vaccine — In-
dian or foreign — will be decided
at the "right time” NACO's Rdo
said.

"We have Lo tread very care-
fully on this.” Rao added.

India had refused interna-
tional clinical trials nine years
ago following domestic criti-
cism that Indians could be used
as guinea pigs by Western coun-
tries and multinational phar-
maceutical companies.

World Health Organisation
Director-General Gro Brundt-
land had said in New Delhi ear-
lier this year that as many as
seven million Indian were car-
rying the Human Immuno-De-
ficiency Virus (HIV), NACO chief
Rao, however, puts the figure at
around five million.

Most of the 16,000 new HIV
infection gases registered every
day worldwide are in develop-
ing countries.

More than 40 million people
are expected to be infected with
HIV by 2000.

A deeply conservative coun-
try. India has had problems ad-
dressing many of the issues
linked to AIDS, such as intra-
venous drug use, homosexual-
ity, prostitution and teenage
Sex.

Members of the space shuttle Discovery crew watch as
Spanish astronaut Pedro Duque, right, ponders a question
during a news conference at the Kennedy Space Centre
on Sunday. The shuttle crew departed shortly after for
Houston where they will continue debriefing. From left:
Shuttle pilot Steven Lindsey, mission specialist Steve
Robinson, mission specialist Scott Parazynski, Duque.

— AP/UNB photo



