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j News snaps
Cultivation of 'Rabi' crops going on

MEHERI'UR. Nov 9: The cultivation of major 'Rabi’ crops is
now going ion in full swing in the two thanas of Meherpur
district, reports BSS.

The two thanas are: Meherpur sadar and Gangni. According
to an official source, in the current season wheat will be
cultivated on 12.000 hectares, potato on 2,000 hectares, sweet

tato on 275 hectares, maize on 200 hectares, lentil on 5,000

ectares, gram on 35,000 hectares and other pulses on 510
hectares.

Clash over shoal leaves 10 hurt

SHARIATPUR, Nov 9: A clash over occupying of shoal land
in the river Padma in Vederganj thana left 10 people injured on
Tuesday, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash ensued between the two rival lathial
groups over capturing of the shoal emerged in the Padma.
Leader of one group Haidar Ali was also injured during the
clash. The clash has become a regular feature in the shoal areas
due to absence of police camps. Local people said the shoal area
has turned into a safe den of miscreants as police could not
reach the spot soon after the incidents due to lack of
communication system.

Distribution of agri inputs begins
MUNSHIGANJ, Nov 9: The distribution of agricultural
inputs including fertilisers and seeds among 5,192 flood-
ected marginal and small farmers has begun in six thanas of
the district under the post-flood rehabilitation programme-3 of
the government, reports BSS.
An official source said, Taka 11,33,810 has been allocated
under the programme.

Memo submitted to IUVC

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY (Kushtia), Nov 9: Zia Parishad and
Green Forum, two separate teachers organisations of the
Islamic University recently submitted a memorandum to the
Vice-Chancellor demanding impartial role of the authorities,
reports UNB.

The teachers’ action came in the wake of BCL-Shibir
gunﬁght in the campus on Saturday in which 50 students
including 11 policemen were injured. Two of the injured Shibir
activists later died in the hospital. The teachers alleged that the
authorities failed to maintain peace in the campus and its
partisan role in handling the campus situation. Sources close to
the VC'’s office said there had been exchange of hot words when
the teachers accused the Vice-Chancellor of playing a partisan
role. g

People deprived of medical service

KISHOREGANJ, Nov 9: People here have been deprived of
proper medical service as a total of 21 posts of medical officers
at the thana health complexes are lying vacant for long, reports
UNB.

The vacant posts against a total of 96 are in nine thanas,
said an official source adding that another seven officials are
serving on deputation elsewhere in other districts. He said the
situation is worse in Mithamoin and Itna thana health
complexes where only two and four doctors respectively are on
duty. The government constructed 31-bed health complexes in
12 thanas with eight posts of medical officers at each complex
to ensure medical facilities for the rural people. Out of the total
68 doctors, some 25 are on leave or on training workshops on
an average. Thus the local people said they find only a handful
of doctors at their service at the complexes.

R&H driver hurt in attack by thugs

KHAGRACHHARI, Nov 9: A driver of the Roads and Highways
Department was injured in an attack by an unidentified gang on
Khagrachhari-Dighinala highway on Wednesday, reports APB.

Abdus Sattar suffered bullet injuries when the gunmen fired
several shots at his speeding vehicle at Ninemile in Dighinala
thana. He was rushed to the sadar hospital. R&H official Rajani
Kanti Chakma, who was in the vehicle, was unhurt. The jeep
was badly damaged. The thugs attacked the vehicle as it failed to
stop on the highway as per their signal. While contacted the
Di clinala police could not give any information regarding the
incident,

Shortage of pry teachers

NOAKHALI, Nov 9: Mismanagement, lack of infrastructure
facilities and shortage of teachers have brought the primary
education in six thanas of the district on the verge of collapse ,
reports UNB. . .. . ; , |

Over 500 posts, including 44 of headmasters, in 1,109

overnment and private primary schools of the districts are
yin% vacant. The schools have more than 4,37 lakh students. A
total of 34 posts of assistant teachers and headmasters are lying
vacant in sadar thana while 270 in Begumganj, 85 in Chatkhil,
78 in Senbagh, 10 in Companiganj, 32 posts in Hatiya thanas,
they said. Most of the schools in Begumganj thana have got only
two to three teachers for 400-600 students. Allc%atmns are also
there that the teachers pass time during class hours by
gossiping with each other.

Widow allowance distributed

NARSINGDI, Nov 9: Under the countrywide widow allowance
distribution programme of the government, Narsingdi district
Social Welfare Department has disbursed Taka 9.000 as widow
allowance on Monday among 90 distressed women of nine
wards in Polashtoli union of Raipura thana, reports BSS.

The allowance was distributed at a function held at
Polashtoli Union Parishad office premises. Raji Uddin Ahmed
Raju, MP, attended the function as the chief guest. Each of the 90
women received Taka 100 as widow allowance. The function
was presided by Raipura Thana Nirbahi Officer (TNO)
Robindranath Sarma. It was addressed. among others, by
Raipura thana Awami League General Secretary advocate
Younus Ali, Polashtoli Union chairman Kaji Nur Ahmed and
Raipura thana social welfare officer Asaduzzaman.

Alleged abductor arrested

JHALAKATHI, Nov 9: Police on Tuesday arrested a teacher of
a local Madrasha on charge of his involving in abduction and
raping one of his students, reports UNB.

Jalal Uddin Jamaddar, English teacher of Mokrampur
Dakhil Madrasha in Sadar thana here along with his two
ac::::umlaliccs Bhutto Raja and Zakir Mallik allegedly abducted
the girl, a students of class VIII, Sunday morning while she was
on her way to the madrasha. Police said they took her to an
empty house of Malek Raja and forced her to drink a glass of
sweetened water after which the girl lost her sense. The girl in
her case filed with the police said later one of the abductors
Bhutto forcibly raped her. The victim was recovered by her
father on Monday evening after two days of confinement at the

house.

NAOGAON, Nov 9: A schoolboy was killed in a road accident
at Ukilpara in the town on Monday, reports UNB.

Police said Milton, 13, a student of class VII of Santahar SMI
Academy, was run over by a speeding truck while he was
crossing the road in a bicycle. Milton was taken to Sadar
hospital where the attending doctors declared him dead.

Relief distributed among flood victims

NETRAKONA, Nov 9: Bangladesh Red Crescent Societ
Netrakona district unit has undertaken a programme -::m?,
distribution of relief materials among the flood-hit people of
eight thanas. rts BSS.

Eight thanas are Mahanganj, Barhatta, Purbadhala.
Durgapur, Kalmakanda, Atpara, Madan and Netrakona sadar.
Officiating chairman of Red Crescent Society. Netrakona
district unit, Osman Gani Talukder told that under the
programme, a mobile team of the society’s district unit led by
advocate Fazlur Rahman Khan MP, general secretary of the
district unit had reached at the doorsteps of the flood-hit people
in different remote areas. The team distributed 30,000

kilogrammes of rice and 5.000 kilogrammes of pulse amo
l.(% families there. o £ &

Firearms seized: Three arrested

COMILLA, Nov 9: Police in separate drives seized some
firearms and arrested three ple including a couple from
three districts including Comilla, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, police here raided the house of Moksed
Mia and arrested him with his wife Khorsheda Begum and
recovered an automatic Chinese rifle from their possession on
Thursday. Meanwhile, GR police seized 1179 fitting clips of
railway track here on Wednesday and nabbed Abul Kashem of
Dharmapur village while stealing away the clips from a railway

10 edn projects being implemented

TANGAIL, Nov 9: The Facilities Department of the Ministry
of Education has been implementing 10 projects in Tangail
Education Zone comprising Tu&.ﬂ and Jamalpur districts in
the current fiscal year, reports ; .

Under the programme SSC vocational course has been
introduced in four educational institutions at a cost of Taka 50
lakh. The institutions are: Sathi V M High School at Gopalganj.
Mirzapur Pilot School., Sharishabari Salma Khatun Girls’
School and Islampur Pilot High School. Two madrashas at
J r and Kalihati are being developed at an allocation of
Taka 33.32.500 under the selected madrasha development

programme.

ﬁ

Erosion threatens existence
of Hatiya island

National

Arsenic poisoning claims
four lives in Barisal

From Aroop Talukdar

BARISAL. Nov 9:Arsenic
poisoning has affected more
than 100 families of Sapania
village in sadar thana.

Durin% the last three years
four ]pcn e including three of a
family died of arsenic contam-
ination, it has been alleged. Ab-
dur Rashid Sikder, 67, a mason
and head of big Sikder family
consisting of 32 members said
thiart arsenic had affected him-
self.

According to him, about 20
years ago a shallow tubewell
was installed in his house by
the then district council au-
thority to provide drinking wa-
ter to the villagers. All have
been apprehending that arsenic
was contaminated to the villafc
people through this tubewell's
water.People used water of this
tubewell for the last 18 years.
Rashid said, his wife Mariam,
45, daughter Bakul, 23, and son
Enayet, 19, and a neighbour
named Saheb Ali's son Jasim,
16, died of arsenic poisoning
during the last three years.

All 32 members of the
Sikder family have been af-
fected by arsenic poisoning.
Of them condition of Manju, 40,
Nasima.22, Sonabanu, 60,
Rubel, 18, Anwara, 50, Nuru, 36,
Altaf, 38, Abu Bakar, 2, is criti-
cal. All of them are dull in hear-

ing like other contaminated
people. They are physically
very weak, have reddish dots on
the palms of the hands and
other common symptoms of ar-
senic poisoning. Everybody
consulted with doctors.took
medicine but all in vain. Now
they are waiting for death,
Rashid said.

The tubewell is
sealed up, he alleged.

Kutubuddin Ahmed, Super-
intending Engineer ,PHE here
when contacted said. shallow
tubewells of the area will be
sealed up and a deep tubewell
will be installed soon. People of
the area have already been
alerted and they have been ad-
vised not to drink water from
any shallow tubewell. Water of
the particular tubewells is being
sent to Dhaka for test, he
added.

Dr Aftabuddin Ahmed, Civil
Surgeon, Barisal said, a team of
doctors has already been
formed to investigate into the
arsenic situation at Sapania. A
team of doctors and other ex-
perts will go there he added.

UNB report from Shariatpur
says: Arsenic pollution that
badly hit the greater Faridpur
district has so far claimed more
than one hundred lives and af-

yet to be

fected 50 lakh people in the last
l\wo years.

According to various sur-
veys. many of the thanas of
these areas are so badly affected
that it is difficult to find a man
without some sorts arsenic suf-
fering. ;

One of the surveys conducted
by a NGO said the lives of 50
lakh people are at stake with
complications of skin diseases
due to the problem.

Experts say first black spots
al:upf:ar on the skins and gradu-
ally decay starts at the black
spots.

Excessive presence of ar-
senic, a chemical compound,
causes harm to the human bod-
ies. It can enter into the bodies
through ground water or wind.

A person can absorb up to
0.05 PPM arsenic and beyond
this level can do harm for hu-
man body, experts added.

They said malnourished
persons are the most vulnerable
to arsenic pollution. Arsenic is
spreading into the surface water
and wind due to excessive use of
pesticides and raising of drink-
ing water from deep level.

The experts say there is no
modern technology in the coun-
try to detect correct level of ar-
senic in water.

They indicated that the level

==

of arsenic in the country is 20
times higher than that of the
tolerable level.

Experts opined that arsenic
problem may cause a disastrous
consequence in the country if it
is not checked immediately.

UNB adds from Narail: At
least 1,055 out of 1,780 shallow
tube wells in 10 districts of
Khulna division have bheen
identified as arsenic contami-

" nated, according to recent sam-

ple tests.

Arsenic have been detected
in 64.84 per cent of the water
samples tested. Of this, 46.87
per cent showed arsenic above
the acceptable limit.

But this is nothing to be
worried about it, said the Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment sources,

Of the 1,055 shallow tube-
wells found arsenic contami-
nated in Khulna division, some

838 tubewells have arsenic con-
tamination at dangerous level.

Break-up of arsenic contam-

- inated tubewells in the division

: Khulna district — 126, Bager-
hat — 79, Satkhira — 190. Jes-
sore — 381, Narail — 50.
Jhenidah — 27, Magura — 35,
Kushtia — 64, Chuadanga — 68
and Meherpur — 35. .
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| They have heard about

VGF cards

MYMENSINGH, Nov 9: Ir-
regularities have been reported
in distribution of Vulnerable
Group Feeding (VGF) cards from
seven unions of Dhobaura
thana, reports UNB,

A number of destitute people
of Dompata village in Bughber
union said they did not get any
relief material since the begin-
ning of the flood.

_ ey said they have heard
about VGF card, but yet to re-
ceive any even after approach-
ing UP members and the
chairman several times.

They also alleged that mem-
bers and chairman distributed
the cards among their relatives
and well-to-do families depriv-
ing of the poor and destitute
families.

Two cards were issued
against a single name, they said
adding that others are being de-

rived. Two such lucky card

olders are Abirjan, wife of

Hasen Ali of Daripara village
and Jahura Khatun, wife of
Bashiruddin of Gamaritala
union.

The cards of Abirjan bears
the numbers 194 and 292 while
those of Jahura are 185 and
886,

Besides, said the villagers.
two cards were given to the
members of a same family de-
priving others. Mannan and his
wife Razia Khatun of Daripara
village received two cards
bearing numbers 260 and 189.

Besides, many card holders
said they received 14-kg of rice
and wheat instead of stipulated

16-kg.

In Purakandulia union,
ple alleged that UP chairman
indulged in massive irregulari-
ties in distribution of cards de-
priving of the needy and desti-
tute families.

He distributed 400 cards
among 300 families in his won
village and the rest 600 cards
have been distributed in the rest
27 villages, they said.

District officials here said
there are some allegations
against the UP Chairmen and
other people involved in the
programme and investigations
are going on in this regard.

A number of cases were also
lodged against some of them
following completion of the in-
vestigation, they added.

Case against
BNP leader

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Nov 9: A case was
filed with Kotwali Police
against Sheikh Abdul Malek,
Vice President. BNP, Barisal
town committee while Manirul
Hasan Monir. President, Juba
Dal town committee, Mesh-
bahudin Farhad. BNP. Dist
(North) Joint Secretary and
Mohammad Hasan, district
Juba Dal leader were awarded
one month's detention each on
Friday, according to police.

Malek, Hasan and Monir
were caught earlier from a
Fmtﬂat procession on Tuesday
ast. Farhad was arrested on
Thursday night from Kalibari
road in the town.

o

(HYV) of paddy among the farmers -as part of the: insti

rehabilitation programme.

NOAKHALI, Nov 9: The exis-
tence of the island of Hatiya has
been threatened by erosion of
the river Meghna, reports UNB.

About 15-km of the island
including thana sadar have
been devoured by the erosion
during the last three decades.

Three unions were devoured
by the river and a number of of-
fice buildings including Thana
Parisad Bhaban, educational
institutions, market places.
mosques, te%&s, cyclone cen-
tres and 29, acres of arable
land causing damages of crores
of Taka.

Although there is no official
statistics, unofficial sources
said thousands of families have
rendered homeless by the ero-
sion.

According to a survey con-
ducted by Poor Development
Programme (PDP), the number
of affected families in the thana
is 31,764.

Of the total affected families.
19.137 turmed landless and dis-
tressed. said the survey report
adding that the rest 12,627
families rehabilitated them-
selves in other places.

Presently, a vast tract of
area and a number of schools
and different structures includ-
ing Tamaruddin High and Pri-
mary Schools, M High
School, Government Girls' High
School, primary schools cum
cyclone shelters in Bajer
Hawla, Char Bharat Sen and
Abdu] Motaleb primary school

S
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25 1injured 1n
AL-BNP clash
at Noapara

JESSORE. Nov 9: At least 25
people were injured in a clash
between the supporters of ruling
Awami League and opposition
BNP at Noapara industrial area
here on Sunday, reports UNB.

Police said the clash ensued
at 5 pm when two processions of
BNP and Awami League came
face to face.

Awami League brought out
the procession welcoming the
verdict of Bangabandhu murder
case while BNP's was in support
of their 48 hour country-wide
hartal.

Road barricade
by Fen1 JCD

. FENI, Nov 9: Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCDJ} brought out a
procession here on Saturday
evening protesting the attacks
on BNFP's public rally at Paltan
Maidan in the capital, reports
APB.

The processionists barri-
caded the Panchgachia road for
about two hours and damaged

. 20-25 vehicles. They blasted

‘crackers and threw stones
which left 8-10 people injured.

Verdict of Bangabandhu-
murder case hailed

RAJSHAHI, Nov 9: Awami
League and its front organisa-
tions brought out a procession
in the city welcoming the ver-
dict of the Bangabandhu mur-
der case pronounced in capital
Dhaka on Sunday, reports APB.

AHM Khairuzzaman Liton,
son of national leader late AHM
Qamruzzaman who was assas-
sinated in the jail along with
his three colleagues on Novem-
ber 3. 1975, led the procession,
participated by people from all
walks of life.

The processionists chanted
various slogans welcoming the
verdict of the case as well as
immediate execution of the
judgement.

Witnesses said a good num-
ber of [reedom fighters and
non-political organisations
also took part in the proces-
sion.

BS5S reports from Ranga-
mati: Chairman, Rangamati
Hill District Local Government
Council, Ching Kew Roaza
hailed the verdict of Banga-
bandhu assassinatiofi case,

While expressing, his reac-
tion, Ching Kew Roaza told over
telephone that the verdict of the
Bangabandhu assassination

case is a milestone in the legal
history of the country.

Roaza thanked the present
overnment for holding trial of
illers of Bangabandhu remov-

ing barriers imposed by the
previous governments,

BSS reports from Bandar-
ban: A procession brought out
by the district Awami League
and its front organisations pa-
raded the main thoroughfares
of the hill district town to hail
the verdict in the historic
Bangabandhu murder case.

Police personnel
suspended

JESSORE, Nav 9 : A police
personnel was suspended here
on Tuesday for his negligence of
duty, reports UNB.

According to officials, ASI
Moniruzzaman of Navaron
highway police outpost along
with his patrol team seized a
contraband-laden truck at
Sankarpukur on the highway
ort Sanday night. -
¢+ ,dhe team also arrested the
helper of the truck while the
driver and the smugglers man-

aged to escape.

and new Thana Parisad Bhaban
are under threat.

Sources said six out of the to-
tal nine unions of the thana
have been affected by the ero-
sion which has taken serious
turn at the eastern and western
sides of the island.

The villagers said the ero-
sion during the last four
months has the worst.

The local leaders have urged
the government to take imme-
diate steps to save the island
from being devoured com-
pletely.

Our Kushtia Correspondent
reports: A total of 25 thousand
people have become homeless
due to erosion in six thanas
during the current monsoon.

Many homesteads, office
premises, educational institu-
tions, business establishments,
culverts, roads and vast tracts
of cultivable lands have been
eroded.

As the rivers Padma and

Gorai gradually lost their

., the rivers changed their
course due to heavy siltation.

Hea siltation has béen
caused by low flow of water
from the upstream due to uni-
lateral withdrawal of water by
India.

The Padma has been con-
tinuing to devour the south
bank, by the end of last month,
Ramkrishnapur union chair-
man said. e strong current
devoured 14 villages of the

union completely and two vil-
lages partially. Only three out
of 19 survived the fury of the
river.

At least 6,000 families out of
7,500 in Ramkrishnapur union
have been rendered landless
over the past few years.

The Thotarpara border out-
post (BOP) of the Bangladesh
Rifles was also devoured by the
Padma and the BOP has been
temporarily shifted to a nearby
government primary school
which is also threatened by
erosion, Chairman of the union
said.

Residents of the erosion-
prone areas have been leaving
their homes following continu-
ous erosion, people said,.
Bhagjot is another village fac-
ing river erosion.

Many of the homeless people
have accepted the fate of day
labourer.

Minhaz, a victim of the river
erosion, said that they had set-
tled at Bhagjot taking two
bighas of land on lease for one
year at Taka 14 thousand. But
they are making preparation to
move to another place as the
river is devouring the village
very fast and the shifting will
require about Taka 20 thousand
more.

Devastating flood and sub-
sequent erosion have caused
havoc in the district particu-
larly in Daulatpur thana where
a number of landless people is
increasing every day.

People having several bighas
of agriculture land have been
reduced to beggars as their
homestieads have gone under
the river bed, people said. -

Previously the river Padma
was flowing six miles awa
from the Raita Mohishkundi
Flood Protection Embankment
and now the river has devoured
a vast tract of area rendering
the inhabitants homeless.

The erosion has ag%ravated
the situation particularly in
Daulatpur and Kumarkhali
thanas now.

UNB reports from Sylhet:
Erosion of river Kushiara has
left a tail of devastation in the
Zakiganj thana of Sylhet dis-
trict.

Over 100 families were ren-
dered homeless and educational
institutions and crops on sev-
eral thousand acres of land
have been devoured by the river
recently.

The erosion affected villages
are Amalmid, Gangaﬂnl.
Manikpur, Loharmahal,
Baropathar, Laxmibazar, Uzir-
pur, Narshingpur, Beour and
Pirnagar.

A high-power official team
visited the affected areas on
Sunday last to see for them-
selves the gravity of the situa-
lion,

Local leaders urged the offi-
cials to take urgent measures to
check the river erosion.

BOGRA: Commodore (retd) Mohammad Ataur

o o

Rahman,

Chairman of Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited, addressing
as the chief guest at the inaugural ceremony of Islami
Bank Technical Institute unit-2 here on on November 6.

Pilot project of using bio-ga
as substitute of fuel

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Nov 9 : A pilot
project of using bio-gas as sub-
stitute of fuel has been under-
taken by the government.

The government will im-

lement the programme phase
B}F phase.

Fuel Research and Develop-
ment Institute of Bangladesh
Council of Science and Indus-
trial Research BCSIR] has been
implementing the project.

Five thousand bio-gas plants
are being installed across the
country. Under this project at
least one plant is being in-
stalled in each union and mu-
nicipal ward in the country.

An amount of Tk 12 to 15
thousand will be needed to in-
stall a plant, it is learnt.
Though the government will
provide at least Taka 5,000 for
installation of a plant. Yet

Sonali. Janata, Agrani and
Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB])
have been sanctioning loan for
installation of a plant in easy
lerms.

Any family having at least
six cows with family members
of not less than 10 will be given
priority to install a bio-gas
plant.

A cow-dung based bio-gas
plant will produce three cubic
metre of gas.

A total of 128 sub-assistant
engineers have been deployed
to assist and help the people in
installing the plants. One engi-
neer will supervise in three to
four thana areas . This project
has already been started and it
will end within this year, ac-
cording to concerned official
SOUTCES.

Smuggling on rise along border areas in Naogaon dist

NAOGAON. Nov 9: Smug-
ing in the border areas of the
istrict has increased alarm-

ingly as the members of the law
enforcement agencies seem in-
different to take any action
against them, reports UNB.

Local people and business
community sources said the
Indian smuggled goods has
flooded the local markets.

There is virtually no restric-
tion in selling smuggled goods
anywhere is the district, said a
businessman alleging that po-
lice or other authorities are not
active enough to stop the illegal
practice.

Police under pressure from
the higher authorities for ar-
resting one or two smugglers
with the goods, but the busi-
nessmen said these are merely
eye-wash because almost all the
arrested smugglers are small
fries.

"The main m;lﬁ;rita who con-
trol the whole affair of smug-

gling always remain out of
reach of the authorities as they
enjoy influence in the society
and even in politics,” said a
small trader who preferred not
to be named.

Goods worth crores of taka

are being smuggled into the
country from neighbouring In-
dia every day and these are be-

ing supplied to the retailers and
small traders across the dis-
trict.

Besides, a huge quantity of
these smuggled goods are being
supplied to other parts of the
country including capital
Dhaka.

They said the syndicates of
smugglers first bring in the

oods to their dens in the bor-

ering villages of Shapahar,
Porsha and Dhamouirhat
thanas.

Then they pass these to the
local markets at the retailer
level at convenient time using
different mode of transport in-

cluding microbus, I!:ll:ass.x\!ngl.'.':-l'
bus, tempo and rickshaw van.

use women and chil-
dren in the transportation of
the goods from one place to an-
other to avoid the law enforce-
ment agencies. The number of
such carriers have increased
following the devastating flood
this year as poverty intensified
in the rural areas.

Besides, there is allegation
that the syndicates have been
paying money to a section of the
members of police and BDR for
safe passage of their goods
through different routes.

The officials, however, de-
nied the allegation saying that
they had been trying their best
to check the increasing trend of
smgggling in the border areas.

e district administration
had earlier prepared a list of
those involved in the smuggling
for taking action nst them.

But an official who requested
anonymity told that the process

has already been stopped due to
reasons not known to them.

Another report from Chit-
tagong says: The smuggling
syndicates along the coast line
have become very active during
the last few days.

The anti-smuggling task
force has seized a huge ra_t'.lantit}'
of smuggled goods worth Taka
six crore from Anwara,
Sitakundu and Banshkhali
thana areas during the last one
week.

All the goods including for-
eign cigarette and salt had n
brought in the country from
Myanmar through the sea
routes.

The smugglers continuously
change their route following the
operations of the task force to
avoid arrest.

APB reports from Bhola:
Chowkighata on the Meghna
has turned into a haven for
smrggglcra from home and
ab who are operating busi-

ness worth crores of taka in the
illegal trade channel.

. Concerned sources said
goods worth crores of taka
change hands in the small
hours of night at this naval
point, which earned the infamy
golden gate for smugglers'.

They sa{ that ships come to
this point along the river
Meghna, ostensibly for the
change of captains. In reality,
however, it is more of a glu}r for
delivering contraband con-
signments than anything else.

These local and foreign ves-
sels anchor right midstream
the river, put off all the lights —
save the signal light — to indi-
cate the propitious time for the
smugglers to start their cover
operations.

As soon as the smuggled
oods are alighted at
howkighata, these are trans-

rted to Bhola, from where
hey find their way to various

destinations across the country.

The Thana Nirbahi Officer
of Chowkighata had carrlied out
a raid, soon after his takeover,
here, and seized some smuggled
items. He also registered a case
against the alleged smugglers
with Daulatkhan police.

Things, however, did not
proceed far enough. On October
14, Bangladesh Navy patrols
caught a consignment of salt
smuggled in from Burma
(Myanmar). Although 11 per-
sons, including the crew and
Iabutetfl:lrcrs DIE tl;? vessﬁ. v;ls ?r-
res the Navy, the '’ a-
thers' rlg:rynain:d DE of the net.

Police, however, did not take
the arrested persons on remand.
Also, nothing may happen to
the men behind the unau-
thorised free trade.

"These rings of smugglers
have 'warm connections' with
the big shots who walk alon
the corridors of power." sai
many a locals who know the
rackets.



