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Barricades
around my
house, says

Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Barricades were put up late
yesterday afternoon on the en-
try road leading to the house of
the Leader of the Opposition
Khaleda Zia. she told BBC.

On inquiry by her staff no
satisfactory answer was re-
ceived, following which she
herself came out and challenged
the military personnel to re-
move the barricade, she said.

On repeated insistence for
about an hour. during which
she squatted on the road, a se-
nior officer came and removed
the barricade later in the
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IBNP extends.

hartal till
Wednesday

evening

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has extended the on-go-
ing country-wide hartal till
Wednesday evening protesting
“killing and arrest of its ac-

ts and attack on BNP pro-
cessions across the country” on
the first day of the hartal yes-
terd?,

Addressing a press briefing
at the BNP central office yester-
day, leaders of the major oppo-
sition party alleged that three
BNP activists were killed, more
than 500 injured in attacks by
Awami League “terrorists” and

evening, a source close to her police and 300 of their leaders
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sition. He was commenting on
her allegation to BBC last night
that barriers were being raised
on the street leading to her
home, the radio said.

“When my son enquired
about it there was no answer
from the people raising the bar-
ricade. It would block move-
ment of people coming and go-
ing to and from my home.”
Khaleda Zia told the BBC.

"I do not know who had or-
dered putting the barricade,”
she was quoted by the BBC.

No one was available for fur-
ther comments.

See Page 12 Col 8

DSE digsinto
‘unfair’ deals

By M.Shamsur Rahman

The DSE is investigating
what it suspects to be unfair
transactions involving an in-
fluential broker.

The influential DSE member
was using a broker's worksta-
tion designated to an “inactive”
member of the bourse, accord-
ing to sources. The member was
authorised to use the worksta-
tion by its owner Shafinaz Be-

m.

Following widespread alle-
gations of unusual trade vol-
umes of certain issues, the DSE

surveillance feam Taunched an

inquiry into the matter,

Tracking down sales of
Chick Textile shares in huge
volumes, the DSE officials
found that the orders were com-
ing from a member using a Wide
Area Network (WAN) connec-
tion,

They also deiected that the
workstation with the WAN
connection belonged to Shafi-
naz Begum, a member of the
DSE who is also Principal of
Tej%ann Mahila College.

he workstation [computer),
from which the orders for those
transactions were coming. was
located in an Olympic [ndus-
tries officeroom on Lthe Sixth

See Page 12 Col 6

Draft land accord
with Myanmar
approved

The Cabinet has approved
the draft of Bangladesh-Myan-
mar Land Accord, reports UNB.

The approval was given at a
meeting of the Cabinet at the
Prime Minister's office yester-
day with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The meeting also okayed the
proposal for re-fixing the
postage charges of outgoing in-
ternational letters and post ma-
terials.

Govt offices may
remain open on
weekly holiday

Government offices and
semi-government and au-
tonomous organisations may
remain open on Friday or Sat-
urday next, reports UNB.

e government, in view of
the current hartal. is consider-
ing to keep the offices open to
recover from the century's
worst flood, a source said.

The BNP-led seven-party al-
liance has extended its 48-hour

countrywide hartal yesterday
till Wednesday evening.

— Inside Today
Article

The Legal
Profession:
Fighters for

Freedom, Human

Rights and Justice
by Dr Kamal Hossain
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partner
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The city’s North
pickets at Nayabazar.

South Road turned into a battlefield of sn during the first day

Thefirst day of coun de shutdown

the two-day hartal (now extended for a third

Hartal sees 2 killed, 200 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

At least two persons were
killed in the city and about 200
injured in the counrty on the
lirst day yeslerday of the 48-
hour hartal called by BNP and
its allies .

Police arrested 193 people
across the country including 78
in the city.

Of the injured, some 40 were
bullet-hit with five in the capi-
tal, 26 in Sylhet, three in
Comilla and the rest in other
areas of the country.

The two killed were identi-
fied as Omar Faruk, 16 a rexene
factory worker and Abdus
Salam. 30, a hawker. They were
bullet- hit when a BNP office at
Nazirabazar in the city was at-
tacked and set on fire by some
anti-hartal activists.

Faruk died on the spot and
Salam at the Dhaka Medical
Cul:lege Hospital, DMCH sources
said.

The body of Farook was
handed over to his elder brother
Abul Bashar and that of A
Salam to his wife Bilkis Begum,
they said.

Other than the capital, vio-
lence was reported from Sylhet,
Bhola, Comilla, Sherpur and
Mymensingh.

The BNP-led Seven Party
Alliance called the hartal to
protest, what they said. attempt
on the life of the Leader of the
Opposition Begum Khaleda Zia.

Yesterday :venin%. the Al-
liance extended the hartal pe-
riod till Wednesday evening.

Inter-city buses remained off
the roads yesterday. Railway
coomunication across the coun-
try was also disrupted.

In the capital, rickshaws
and a very small number of
auto-rickshaws and auto-tem-
pos were seen plying.

Educational institutions

remained closed while transac-
tions in [inancial institutions
were poor. Shopping complexes
and markets were shuttered.
Groceries, medicine shops and
kitchen markets remained
open.

Some BRTC double-deckers
and private minibuses plied on
some city streets under police
escort. Life was paralysed as
mosl economic activities came
to a halt.

Pro-hartal activists clashed
with anti-hartal elements
backed by police in some parts
of the city including Tikatuli.

26 hit by bullets in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 9: At least 30
Elcu le were injured, 26 of them
sllet-htt. in SylHet in a gun-
fight between activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal in
the Judge Court area today. the

first dai.r of the two-day Opposi-
tion-called count e hartal.
The bullet-hit le include

police constable Jahir Uddin.

five BCL activists and two JCD
activists. They were ad{ngt?f to
MAG Osmani Medjcal Colle
'Hl:rsﬁ}:ita]. l:rurg‘t ré refea
alter treatment.

Police and witnesses said the
clashing groups traded at least
30 gunshots, exploded about 50
crackers and chased each other
with brickbats.

See Page 12 Col 1

Roy Saheb Bazar Crossing,
Nawabpur, Dholaikhal. Purana
Paltan, Bijoy Nagar, Dainik
Bangla crossing, and Jatrabari.
A large number of crackers were
exploded in these areas.

There were very few proces-
sions by pro and-anti hartal
activists in the city yesterday.

Zahid, 15 son of Abul
Kashem, also received bullet in-
jury in his left chest during the
attack on the BNP office at
Nazirabazar. He was sent to the
DMCH and later shifted to Or-
thopaedic Hospital.

After the BNP office was
torched. the pro-hartal activists
re-grouped and clashed with
their opponents intermittently
for some time.

Police swung into action fir-
ing tear gas shells and rubber
bullets. Two bovs. Jumman and
Ripon, were admitted to hospi-

lals wilth injuries from rubber:
,bulleis there hnspinl sourpes

sald. e
Jumman. 13. was hit rub-
ber bullet all over his yv. He

was brought to the DMCH in the
fvenlng.

Rilpon. 12. also received in-
jury from rubber bullet when he

See Page 12 Col 4

day) yesterday, and (right) pnice lobbing teargas shell at

—Star photo
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Bangabandhu Murder Case

Verdict to go to SC
for confirmation

The verdict awarding death
nalty to 15 for killing Banga-
andhu along with his family
members will automatically go
to the Supreme Court for con-
firmation. reports UNB.

Advocate Anisul Huq. one of
the public prosecutors. said as
per Section 374 of CrPC, the
verdict will go to the High Court
Division for confirmation.

"Death sentence cannot be
carried out until it is confirmed
by the High Court,” he said.

Beside, the convicts will ap-
parently move the higher court
against the judgement which is
to be done within seven days.

About the completion of pro-
cess, Advocate Hug said it
would at least take another
seven to eight months.

After completion of the trial
process in the High Court, the
convicts will get another
chance to move to the Appellate

Division. However.. a last resort

also remains for them: To seek
clemency of the President.
Khan Saifur Rahman, coun-
sel for Lt Col (rtd) Syed Faruq
Rahman who was condemned to
death. said that he will move
the appeal as soon as he get the
certified copy of the judgement

from the District Court.

When asked whether Maj
(rtd) Bazlul Huda can seek for
fresh trial, Advocate Anisul
Hugq said there was no scope for
that. But he (Huda) can appeal to
the higher court against the
verdict.

Bazlul Huda, who was awar-
ded with death penalty alon
with 14 others, was extradite
to Dhaka on Sunday from
Thailand.

Huda fled to Bangkok after
June 12, 1996 elections and was
jailed in Bangkok for shoplift-

ing.

Advocate Khan Saifur said
Huda can demand a fresh trial
as he was tried in absentia and
was awarded death penalty.

On the question of execution
of death sentence in firing
squad, Advocate Anisul Hugq
said the CrPC has specified that
when a court gives a sentence-of
death it should, as per Section
368 (1) of CrPC, direct that the
accused be hanged by the neck
till his death.

So in this case, the order
that they should be shot to
death by a firing squad will not
be operative,
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bullet hit at a place nearby, is being rushed to hospital during hartal hours yesterday. Whe-
ther the bullet that struck the little boy came from him could not be known. —Star photos
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Appeal against

acquittal of 4
being planned

The prosecution is planning
to appeal against a part of the
verdict in the Bangabandhu
Murder Case relating to the ac-
quittal of Taheruddin Thakur
and three other accused, reports
UNB. -

"There is every likelihood
that we are going to appeal
against the part of the judge-
ment of Dhaka District and
Session Judge Court acquitting
four persons from the charges,"
said a prosecution source. .

He informed that legal ex-
perts will sit in a day or two to
examine the ﬁ;‘ﬂund for the ap-

peal against the acquittal of the
accused, specially Taheruddin
Thakur and Abdul Wahab Joar-
dar.

Hony Capt (retd) Abdul Wa-
hab Joardar was freed from
Dhaka Central Jail Sunday
evening, but former state min-
ister Thakur is still in prison as
he is a charge-sheeted accused
in the Jail Killing Case.

The court also acquitted two
others, tried in absentia,
Dafadar (retd) Marfat Ali Shah
and Lance Dafadar (retd) Abul
Hashem Mridha from the
charge of conspiring and
killing Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mu{ihur Rahman.

n his verdict, District and
Sessions Judge Kazi Golam Ra-
sul said they were acquitted on
ground of benefit of doubt as the
allegation against them was
"not proved beyond doubt."

Hartals aim to shield
Aug 15 killers: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has flayed BNP chair-
person and Leader of the Oppo-
sition Khaleda Zia for “trying
to protect the killers™ of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man “by destabilising the situa-
tion through hartals”.

“There is no issue now for
calling hartals one after an-
other. The opposition leader
has proved her sympathy for
the killers and is calling har-
tals with a perverted mentality,

“She wants to create a situa-
tion so that the court verdict --
death penalty -- awarded to the
killers are not executed. Street
agitation for the killers is re-
ally unfortunate,” Hasina told
the Jatiya Sangsad yesterday.

Sheikh Hasina claimed to
have learnt that Khaleda Zia
did not want the trial of the
killers and was cc}nsplrin% lo
protect them. "Maybe she had
commitment to the killers.
Pronouncement of verdict
against the killers may have
angered her to opt for the de-
structive path.” .

She also blamed the opposi-
tion leader for rewarding
Bangabandhu's killers as was
done by her late husband. Ziaur
Rahman.

Elaborating, she
Khaleda Zia helped Lt.
(Relieved)

said
Col.
Khandakar Abdur

Rashid. one of the killers. get
elected in the farcical election
of February 15, 1996 depriving
a candidate of her own party
and wanted to make him the
Leader of the Opposition in the
House.

The on-going hartals, al-
leged the prime minister, are
also designed to obstruct the
post-flood rehabilitation pro-
gramines, cause an economic
disaster, create food crisis in
the flood-ravaged areas and dis-
turb the forthcoming annual
examinations at. schools.

“Why should the people ob- |

serve such hartal that doesn't
represent any public cause.
See Page 12 Col 2

belonging to Awami League
coming out from Dhaka May-
See Page 12 Col 4

He had to bribe
police for his
brother's body?

By Staff Correspondent

At a BNP-called press brief-
ing at its central office in the
city the elder brother of hartal
victim Omar Faruk yesterday
alleged that he had to bribe po-
lice Tk 10,000 to take the body
of his brother fromm Dhaka Med-
ical College Hospital morgue.

Omar Faruk was killed
when anti-hartal activists at-
tacked and set fire to a BNP of-
fice at Nazirabazar in the city at
about 10:30 am.

“When we approached police
guardin% the morgue for taking
my brother's body, one man in
uniform told us to talk to an-
other uniformed person stand-
ing beside”, Faruk's brother
Abul Bashar said.

BNP Acting Secretary Gen-
eral Ashraf Hossain and Sadek
Hossain Khoka MP addressed
the press briefing earlier.

"~ “"The man took us aside and
demanded Tk 15,000 for the
bﬂd}r." Abul Bashar.

After some persuasion, the

policemgan agreed to accept Tk
10, Eﬁg’mﬁ the money will
not be grabbed by him alone. It

will be distributed *among some
others,” Abul Bashar said .

See Page 12 Col 1

Noor Hossain
Day today

The historic Noor Hossain
Day will be observed today with
fresh vow to realise the dreams
of the martyrs who laid down
their lives for restoration of
democracy and country's eco-
nomic emancipation, reports
UNB.

On this day in 1987, Jubo
League leader Noor Hossain,
who wrote the slogan "Democ-
racy be freed, autocracy be ex-
terminated” on his chest and
back, was killed when police of
the then autocratic ruler opened
fire on an Awami League pro-
cession at Zero Point.

Several others were also
killed in police firing on the
day as the then three alliances
laid a siege on the capital to
oust the "autocratic regime of
General Ershad.”

The supreme sacrifice of
Noor Hossain culminated in a

ple-student mass upsurge in
1990 and the three alliances
compelled the Ershad govern-

See Page 12 Col 8

rSecurity‘ forces take control of
risky' forest areas in CHT

CHITTAGONG, Nov 9: Secu-
rity forces have taken full con-
trol of the vast tracts of inac-
cessible undemarcated deep for-
est areas in the three hill dis-
tricts.

Security sources said, those
'reserve forest areas' which were
‘risky” during the last two
decades due to insurgency have
now been brought under secu-
rity patrol. There is no border
outpost (BOP) in the undemar-
cated forest areas in Alikadam
and Thanchi of Bandarbon,
Bagaihat of Rangamati and
Dighinala-Panchhari of Kha-
grachhari districts, the sources
said.

Tribal guerillas of the now
disbanded Shantibahini, used
to slip into those deep forests
after sniper attacks in the CHT
during insurgency period that

From Nurul Alam

ended with the signing of a
peace treaty between the gov-
ernment and Parbattya Chatta-
ram Jana Sanghati Samity
SS) on 2, 1997.
The inaccessible areas bor-
dering Myanmar and India
were also used by tribal gueril-
las as safe hide-outs, the
sources said.
, Meanwhile, security has
been beefed up in the three hill
districts ahead of the 15th
death anniversary of founder
president of PCJSS Manaben-
dra Narayan Larma tomorrow
to avert any untoward situa-
tion, official sources said.
Patrolling by security forces
has been stepped up in the CHT
to maintain tight security, se-
curity sources said.

Larma’'s death anniversary
will be observed publicly for the

first time. PCJSS has drawn u
a day-long %rngramme includ-
ing wearing black badges, hold-
ing mourning rallies and
meetings on the occasion. Pa-
hari Chhatra Parishad, Pahari
Gano Parishad and Hill Wom-
en's Federation have also taken
up separate programimnes.

Earlier, his death anniver-
sary was observed in the sanc-
tuaries of tribal guerillas.

Larma was assassinated on
November 10, 1983 following
an internecine conflict in the
PCJSS.

After the assassination of
Manabendra Larma, his

ounger brother Shantu Larma
ame the chief of PCJSS and
reached an ment to end the
ethnic conflict after a series of
talks with the government.

: shot dead

‘Two alleged snatchers
shot dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

Two alleged snatchers were
y police near Raj
Moni Cinema Hall under
Demra thana in the city last
night.

One of the dead was identi-
fied as Jahir, 25, while his ac-
complice aged about 22, could
not be identified immediately,
Siddhirganj police said.

Quoting police our Narayan-
ganj correspondent reports, a

ang of about seven muggers on

ard a tempo intercepted the
private car of Sirazul Islam, a
contractor, at Mouchak .under
Siddhirganj thana on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway at about

7:30 -
At gunpoint they robbed Tk
12,500 in cash and valuables

and drove off . Sirazul informed
the policemen, who were de-
ployed in that area for hartal,
soon after the incident.
Sirazul, along with a con-

| stable, started chasing the gang

with his car, police said. The
ang hurled bombs and fired at
irazul's car from the tempo
when they arrived near the cin-
ema hall.

In reply, the constable fired
seven rounds of bullets from his
rifle injured the two snatchers.
At this the gang stopped their
vehicle there and five of them

escape the scene, leaving two in-

jured accomplices inside the
vehicle, our correspondent
added.

Meanwhile, SI Mozaffar, the
on-duty officer at Demra thana
told The Daily Star over tele-

hone last night that being in-
ormed, they rushed to the cin-
ema hall and found those two
inside tempo at about 7:30 pm.

Police took the injured to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal where the on-duty doctors
declared them dead.

No case was lodged till last
night.
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Rajuk Commercial Plot

Auction Notice

This 1s for information of all intending Bangladeshi
nationals that a most suitable Commercial Plot more
or less 4 (four) Bigha having road facilities on two
sides by Dhaka—M}rn{ensingh Road (Comprising Plot
No 34, 36, 38 & 40 on Poet Farrukh Sharani and Plot
No 61, 63, 65 & 67 on Airport Road) in Nikunja North,
Dhaka will be allotted for 99 years lease on open
auction for constructing of a Hotel of International

Prescribed application form with terms and
conditions may be obtained from Sonali Bank, Janata
Bank, Agrani Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on
payment of Tk 5,000.00 (Taka five thousand) only in

“cash (non-refundable) from 15-11-98 to 30-11-98
during office hours and will be received by the Driector
(Estate) from intending persons up to 1:00 PM on 2-

The auction will be held at 11:00 AM on 6-12-98
in the conference room (3rd floor) of Rajuk Bhaban,

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartipakkha

D

Chairman

Dhaka.




