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AL celebrates
verdict

By Staff Correspondent

Ruling Awami League, its

front organizations and various
other socio-cultural organi-
sations held rallies and brought
out processions in the city yes-
terday, chanting full-throated
slogans rejoicing at the verdict
in the Bangabandhu Murder
Case.

Most of the Cabinet mem-
bers and AL frontliners, led by
party general secretary Zillur
Rahman, joined the procession
that was the first to be brought
out from Paltan Maidan imme-
diately after pronouncement of
verdict in the early afternoon.
The procession terminated in
front of the Jatiya Press Club.

Before the procession
started, Zillur Rahman read out
extracts from the verdict to a
crowd of several thousand peo-
ple and AL leaders and workers
whe gathered there earlier to of-
fer monajat in gratitude. Some
emotion-charged senior AL
leaders wiped away tears hear-
ing the verdict while others ad-
vised the party rank and file to
keep vigil till the verdict is exe-
cuted. There may be more ploys
against the verdict in the days
to come, they said..

Central AL leaders including
Amir Hussain Amu, Abdur Raz-
zak, Tofail Ahmed, Mohammad
Nasim. Mohammad Selim. Mo-
tia Chowdhury, Abdul Jalil, Az-
izur Rahman addressed the

Jubilation on
City streets

Thousands of jubilant peo-
ple came out on the city streets
as soon as the verdict of the
Bangabandhu Murder Case was
delivered yesterday, reports
UNB.

Men, women, students and
industrial workers filled the
streets with joyous slogan:
"Killers were punished.”

Scores of girl students of
Dhaka University were seen
celebrating the historic judge-
ment by riding on rickshaw
vans on the campus.

Jubilant crowd gathered at
different places of the city, in-
cluding Paltan Maidan., Banga-
bandhu Avenue, Osmany Udyan
and Bangabandhu Bhaban, and

t out processions hailing
the judgement.

e main scene of jubilation
was in front of the National
Press Club, where people danced
in joy and shouted various slo-
gans against the killers.

Similar processions were
brought out in major cities and
towns, including Chittaﬁnng.
Khulna, Barisal, Rajshahi,
Faridpur and Gopalganj.

People from all walks of life
thronged to the mazar of
Bangabandhu at Tungipara at
Gupalganil immediately after
delivery of the verdict.

They 1pajd their respect to the
father of the nation by offering
fateha and placing wreaths
there.

A procession was also
brought out in the district town

by Awami League and its front
organisations.

dict.

rally at Paltan Maidan, chaired
by AL city unit president Mo-
hammad Hanif.

Earlier, from 10 in the
morning, AL leaders and work-
ers began to converge there to
oin the namaj-e-janaza of

aliur Rahman, a Jubo League
activist who was killed during a
clash between AL and BNP ac-
tivists in the city the day be-
fore.

Mahilas Awami League,
women's front of AL. also
bmu%ht out a procession in the
city hailing the verdict and de-
manding its immediate execu-
tion. ahila Muktijoddha
Sangsad (council of women

om fighters) brought out a
rocession, led its president
gum Sajeda Chowdhury and
later held a rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club.
' and its front organisa-
tions also brought out proces-
sions at different wards of the
metropolis welcoming the ver-
ther organisations which
brought out processions include
Bangabandhu Parishad. Jubo
League, Chhatra League and
Sramik League,

Legal experts

From Page 1
crime but that as the law has no
such scope they should be
hanged as is the normal proce-
dure.”

“It may be possible under the
Special Powers Act to execute by
firing squad but this law is not
applicable here,” he added.

He, however, said that this
would not create any problem
as the High Court Division will
oversee the decision of Sessions
Court. The verdict will not be
carried out until the HC Divi-
sion confirms it, he observed.

Another top lawyer gave
similar opinion.

"In our CrPC, there is no
provision for executing a sen-
tence of death by a firing
squad,” said Barrister Ishtiaq

med, talking to the Daily
Star yesterday. "The usual and
prescribed mode of the execu-
tion of that sentence is hangin
by neck till the convict is dead.

“Under the Special Powers
Act of 1974, an alternative
mode of executing death sen-
tence is provided -firing squad
or hanging,” he said.

PM: Verdict

From Page 1

She pointed out that the trial
was heli:?under the law of the

land and not in any special tri-
bunal.

The trial was the need of the
time, she said. "If the trial was
not held, the killers would have
been given indulgence ...This
would have increased injus-
tice,” she said.

Hasina said execution of the
verdict will fulfil the demand of
the people. The trial of the
killers was a long-felt demand
of the people, she said express-
ing gratitude to the people for
their all-out support.

And quiet

From Page 1

off a safe distance. All the shops
around the court were shuttered,

All the alleyways and
rooftops were under watchful
eyes of police who liberally used
metal detectors on suspicion to
anyone. Riflesmen on watch-
towers and on the roof of the
Dhaka central jail kept vigil
with automatic weapons at the
ready.

e verdict came at 2-20

p.m. which left two of the ac-
cused on the dock off the hook.

But Lt. Col (dismissed)Syed
Farug-ur Rahman offered no
comment. “I have nothing to
say. Talk to my lawyer”, he told
reporters asking for his reac-
tion as soon as the verdict was
pronounced sending him to face
the firing squad.

“Everything is in the hands
of Allah. | am not guilty,” said

Lt. Col (retd) Muhiuddin. He
said he is gnlt;llg Jtndludgl: atn ap-
al nst the judgement.
= Hgﬁ:ra captain Wahab
Joarder who was acquitted
heaved a sigh of relief. But for-
mer state minister for infor-
mation in Bangabandhu's gov-
ernment Taheruddin Thakur
derlined to comment. He was
ol Tequitted.
As police led the convicls

they were

away, handcuffed and tied with

each other, walking barefoot,
they were towed by their fami-
lies desperately trying to talk to
them. '

They managed to exchange
few words. Since early morning
Lt.Col (retd) Muhiuddin's wife
had been sitting patiently at the
court. She was joined at 11.12
a.m. by Faruq's mother. Lt.Col
(retd) Sultan Shariar Rashid
Khan's wife came in also.

At 12-16 p.m. the prisoners
were brought inside the court. A
smiling Shahriar was seen
greeting his wife. Faruq nodded
and smiled at his mother. He
also asked for his lawyer and
said: “The matter is ending. Is it
not?".

Before passing the sentence
the judge asked them if they
were guilty or not. Only Mubhi-
uddin responded to proclaim
his innocence. Others sat qui-
etly.

During the entire length of
thi‘judgemcnt. Faruq was seen
dozing off for few minutes. Wa-
hab Joarder had a cat nap. Oth-
ers remained quiet.

When a guard asked Farugq if
;aﬂyt_hing was wrong he said,

a’. :

‘I am relaxing because the
operative part is yet to come”,
he said about the judgement.
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Judge's unique
observation

JucéFc Kazi Golam Rasul in
his judgement made a unique
observation about the country's
politicians who change their
colours in every changed situa-
tion in absence of their leaders,
reports UNB.

The Judge pointed his finger
towards Taheruddin Thakur
and sarcastically said "The pol-
itics here is leader based. If the
leader is there, everything is
there and | am there ... if the
leader is not there, nothing is
there and | am no more there.”

Acquittin
Thakur from charges on benefit
of doubt, Judge Golam Rasul
said, although there are no spe-
cific evidences about the In-
volvement of Thakur in the
conspiracy of the killing but his
activities after the incident was
mysterious.

"When the bullet-ridden
body of Bangabandhu was lying
at Dhanmondi, Thakur was
busy prcparinﬁ speeches and
statements at the radio station,”
said the judge.

No third party

The judge, in his verdict, re-

‘jected that the August 15
illings were committed by any
third party.

"Clear findings rejected any
such possibility,” he said refer-
ring to a defence version, spe-
cially by Col Faruq's lawyer
that the murders were commit-

ted by a third ?Iartj:

However, the Judge said in
the verdict that there might be
more people involved in the
killings.

There was no bar to holding
trial of the military offenders
in a civil court on charges of
killing Bangabandhu.

Judge Kazi Golam Rasul said
the military authorities gave a
'no-objection’ to the Dhaka
District and Sessions Judge's
Court before holding the trial of
the accused army personnel.

There was no martial law in
the country before the assassi-
nation of Bangabandhu on Aug
15, 1995,

"Whoever proclaimed the
martial-law, it was announced
after the kﬂlinﬁsﬂ' the Judge ob-
served in his historic verdict.

He said: "In fact, the martial-

law was proclaimed to save the
killers."

Delayed ejahar
acceptable

Judge Kazi Golam Rasul in
his verdict said the delay in
filing of e was acceptable.

"And the delay also didn't
cause any harm to the princi-
ples of justice,” he said adding
that in criminal cases, ejahar
can be filed at any time but it
has to be justified.

"The plaintiff's plea was true
that filing of the case earlier
was not safe for any relative or
follower of Bangabandhu be-
cause of the relation of the
killers with the governments
prior to June 23, 1996." the
judge said.

he only thing which the
prosecution in the Banga-
bandhu murder case couldn't
prove was the attempt by the ac-
cused lo conceal the bodies of
the viclims.

"Burying the bodies hur-
riedly was not to hush up the
incidents... rather, they made
public announcement, broad-
cast the killings over radio and
circulated by local and foreign
media."

S0, the allegation of conceal-
ing the bodies was rejected by
the court, said Judge Kazi Go-
lam Rasul in his verdict.

Ctg AL, BNP
announce
programmes
at same venues

CHITTAGONG, Nov 8: The
ort cily may turn into a battle
lecl during the 48-hour hartal
as Awami League and BNP an-
nounced programmes at the
same venues tomorrow, reports
UNB.

The city unit of ruling
Awami League announced its
Brngrammes from a meeting at

ew Market crossing while BNP
from another meeting at Nasi-
mon Bhaban today.

The venues are Nimtala, De-
wanhat and Bahaddarhat
crossings, and the outer-sta-
dium.

48-hr hartal

From Page 1

agencies,

In a statement on the eve of
the two-day hartal last night,
Khaleda Zia urged the country-
men to make the shutdown a
success and rise against
‘political repression’ by the
present ‘fascist’ government
and its ‘ploy’ to destroy democ-

racy.
cghe blasted the government
for trying to re-establish one-
party system, saying, "We're
waging movement against this
government to protect the
country’'s independence and
sovereignty and re-establish
democracy and rule of law.”

Khaleda Zia condemned at-
tack on her party's rally on
Saturday and also the arrests of
BNP workers. She demanded
immediate release of the ar-
rested.

Meanwhile, Dhaka city unit
of Awami League held a mn:tlnf
at its central office last nigh
and decided to unite ple of
Dhaka against all ‘anti-people’
activities. It is learnt that AL
would also bring out anti-har-
tal (frnceuium in the city today
and tomorrow.

Taheruddin

T -
IR )

Police and

ramilitary troo
Central Jail at the city's Nm’?u!nuddin Roa

patrol the crremiaea of the makeshift court in front of Dhaka

yesterday.

— Star photo

Bangabandhu murder: 15 to die

From Page 1

The long hand of law finally
cau_ﬁ!lu up with the killers.

e judge ordered that the 15
found guilty be executed in an
open firing squad. If that was
not possible for some reason, he
ordered execution by hanging.

“"There is no reason for
showing any sympathy and
mercy for them. They are not fit
to receive any such mercy,” the
judge said, sentencing the 15 to
death.

Among the 19 accused in the
case, four were acquitted on

round of “benefit of the
oubt”.

Initially, the court indicted
20 persons for the killing of the
former President and the Fa-
ther of the Nation and his fam-
ily. Of them, Zobaida Rashid
wife of absconding accused Lt
Col (relieved) Abdur Rashid
Khandaker was discharged by
the High Court.

Of the 15 convicted, only
three are now in custody while
12 others, all army personnel,
are absconding since the be-
ginning of the case.
convict - Maj (retd) Bazlu
Huda, was flown in to Dhaka
yesterday some two hours after
the verdict yesterday.

When the judgement was de-
livered yesterday. Lt. Col (retd)
Syed Faruqur Rahman of the
First Bengal Lancer, Lt. Col.
(retd) Sultan Shahrier Rashid
Khan of the Cavalry of the
Bangladesh Army and Lt. Col
(retd) Mahiuddin Ahmed of the
Second Field Artillery were
present.

Two others of the acquitted
four. who were present in the

court terday, were Taherud-
din Thakur and Capt (Hony)
Abdul Wahab Joarder.

Five of the accused were [iled
into the court with handculfls
and on barefoot at 12. 50 pm.
Just after the Zohr prayer call
from an adjacent mosque had
ended. Judge Golam Rasul
;Epped into the packed cham-

It was 1:10 pm. Before a jam-
Racked courtroom, the judge

nished delivering his judge-
ment at 2.20 pm.

To prove the case, the judge
raised eight issues. Explaining
them briefly, he read out the
verdict portion from the 171-
page judgement.

The case for the assassina-
tion of the founder president
and his family members was
lodged belatedly after 21 years
-- on October 02, 1996. The CID
started investigating into the
case began on October 3, 1996
and the trial began on April 8,
1997.

The verdict was pronounced
after 149 days of hearing in the

A fou shift court at Nazimuddin

Road in front of the Dhaka Cen-
tral Jail.

Reading out the verdict, the
judge said charges had been
proved nd any reasonable
doubt against the 15 who were
awarded death sentence under
Section 302/34 of the Penal
Code against.

Charges against the four ac-
quitted could not be proved be-
yond reasonable doubt, the
judge observed.

The judge said, "It has been
proved ond doubt a total of
15 accused killed the then

President Bangabandhu. along
with his family members, rela-
tives and some others at the 677
Dhanmondi residence of
Bangabandhu in furtherance of
a pre-planned conspiracy at

about 5:00 am on August 15,
1975."

Examining, reviewing and
scrutinising the oral, documen-
tary, informative, circumstan-
tial evidences and testifying the
alamats, the court has reached
this final decision that the
charges of murder/common in-
tention under Section 302/34
and criminal conspiracy under
section 120 A of the Penal Code
have been proved beyond all
reasonable doubts, the judge
said.

The guilty were, however,
not sentenced under Section
120-A of the Penal Code.

“After the incident. some of
the accused also boasted identi-
f[ying themselves as self-con-
essed killers at home and
abroad,” the judge said.

“The incident was not only
brutal but also marked the
ruthless shoeting of twe newly-
married women and a 10-year-
old child.

“The crime is such an act
that is not only harmful to in-
dividuals but also to the society
and the state. It is observed that
despite being aware of the seri-
ous implications of these brutal
killings. a well-planned con-
spiracy was hatched.

“Therefore, there is no rea-
son for showing any sympathy
and mercy for them. They are
not fit to receive any such
Mercy.”

'Why Thakur, 3

Former state minister
Taheruddin Thakur and three
non-commissioned army per-
sonnel were acquitted of the
charge of cunspirin% and
killing Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, reports UNB.

In his verdict, Dhaka Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge Kazi
Golam Rasul said they were ac-
guitted on ground of benefit of

oubt as the allegation against
them was "not proved beyond
doubt.”

He said the prosecution
could not categorically prove
that Dafadar Marfat Ali Shah

and Lance Dafadar Abul

Hashem Mridha were involved .

in the incidents.

Regarding Hon Capt (retd)
Abdul Wahab Joardar, the judge
said it was not proved that he
had taken ammunition from
the security personnel deployed
at the residence of the Presi-
dent.

"His superior officers, Cap-
tain Abul Bashar and Col Al
Ansar, also didn't mention it in
their statement as witnesses,”
he added.

About Taheruddin Thakur,
the judge observed that there
was no s fic evidence that he
(Thakur) had with the
conspiracy. The statement of
witness Khorshed Alam was not
supported by any other PWs.

Judge Kazi Golam Rasul said
activities after the incidents
indicated Thakur's involve-
ment, but it was not specifi-

others

-

e ‘# . :::'.-E:.;.. "“‘1
Abdul Wahab Joarder

were acquitted

cally proved and thus the bene-
fit of doubt goes in his favour.
However, the judge ques-
tioned where was Thakur's re-
spect for his undisputed politi-
cal leader after the Kkilling.
"When the bullet-ridden body of
Bangabandhu was lyin% at
Dhanmondi. Thakur was busy
reparing the radio speeches.

e said.
Plaintiff says
a

Plaintiff of the Bangn-
bandhu Murder Case Mohitul
Islam said that he felt relieved
of a great responsibility lying
on him for a long time.

"l was one of the witnesses to
the brutal killing but could not
even file a case for long. It was
painful for me," he said yester-
day after the verdict.

"l tried to perform my re-
sponsibility by filing the case.
And today the judgement came
for which I was waiting for long
time,” he added.

Violent reaction

CHITTAG{JI;IG. Nov B:thﬂ
oup of people went on the
gmppag: al: NJ?relc’ss Colony in
Pahartali thana of the port city
soon after the verdict ol Banga-
bandhu murder case, according
to UNB.

The angry mob opened fire,
attacked a number of houses,
and damaged 25 shops and ran-
sacked some 30 vehicles on
Dhaka-Chittagong and some
other roads nearby the colony.

Indo-US talks hit snags

NEW DELHI, Nov 8: India's
dialogue with the United States
has slowed because Washington
wants to know the secret site of
Indian nuclear weapons, Pre-
mier Atal Behari Vajpayee said
in remarks published today, re-
ports AFP.

"But we have clearly told
them that this information
cannot be given.,” the prime
minister was quoted as telling
the Times of India.

"In any case, India's security
compulsions will determine the
deployment of fissile material.”
Vajpayee said on a flight from
Enmbaj,r to New Delhi on Satur-

ay.

Vajpayee said this was hold-
ing u rogress on ongoin
laﬁﬂ h%t\ﬂurgu US Dc%:ltgo rcg-
5&1'3' of Stg::gltrnbe tt and

aswant . a special en
of the Indian Prime Minlng

The two are to next meet on
November 19.

It was the first admission by
any Indian leader that the
Jaswant Singh-Talbott dia-
logue launched after New Del-
hi's string of nuclear tests in
May had stalled.

ndia has not given details of
the secret talks.

Vajpayee said the United
States first wanted "a complete
moratorium on the use of fissile
materials.”

"Then other objections were
raised,” he said. "But there is in-
creasing appreciation of India's

stand now."”

Vajpayee also said attempts
by major nuclear powers to

" isolate New Delhi after the

of nuclear tests had
failed to cripple the largely
home-grown Indian economy.
"The international envi-
ronment is such that an in-
creasing number of countries
want to have bilateral relations
with us,” he told the Times of

strin

India. "Our prestiﬁe and posi-
tion have improved.”

Vajpayee's comments came
after the United States said it
had decided to lift some sanc-
tions -imposed on New Delhi
and neighbouring rival Pak-
istan following nuclear
weapons tests in May.

w Delhi gave a cautious
welcome to the announcement,
saying the US decision was an
outcome of India's "intensive
dialogue on a range of issues
relating to disarmament and
non-proliferation” with Wash-
ington.

The sanctions were in line
with a law passed by the US
Congress that mandates sanc-
tions on nations testing nuclear
weapons.

But last month Clinton won
the power to waive the sanc-
tions which gave him a carrot
to use in talks with on India
and Pakistan. ’

What was the motive behind

' the killing of lather of the na-

tion Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-

jibur Rahman along with most

of his family members on Au-
gust 15, 1975?

Delivering his verdict in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case yes-
terday, Judge Kazi Golam Rasul

said the prosecution is not

| bound to unearth the motive,

but it's the duty of the court to
mention if the motives come
out (in course of trial).

In this regard, he mentioned
several reasons that might be

the motives behind the brutal
killings. Those are:
— There was speculation that

Khandaker Mushtaque will be
dropped from the cabinet.

— There was resentment in
army as some officers were
dismissed.

— Some army officers had
bad relations with Awami

e leaders over the recovery
of arms and Bangabandhu did-
n't take any action in this re-
gard.

— Introduction of BKSAL
may be another motive as there
was also resentment over it.

However, the District and
Sessions Judge mentioned that
he didn't want to go for elabora-
tion about the BK asitwasa

big political issue and the court
is a lower one.

Evidences

In his judgement, Judge Go-
lam Rasuf observed that certain
information came in support of
the involvement of the accused
in the killing of Bangabandhu:
1} Some of the accused used
to reside at Bangabhaban along
wilth lheir family members af-
ter the incident that strongly

Condemned cell

From Page 1

court, jalil officials said.

The other convicted person.
Maj(Retd) Bazlul Huda, was sent
to the condemned cell after he
was extradited from Thailand
earlier in the day. He was ab-
sconding but was arrested in
Bangkok for shoplifting and
jailed.

Of the four acquitted, two
were at the dock during delivery
of the judgement. They were
Taheruddin Thakur and Abdul
Wahab Joardar. Joardar was re-
leased [rom jail in the evening
but Thakur was not freed be-
cause he is a chargesheeted ac-
cused in Lhe Jail Killing Case.

Serajul Haq
From Page 1

the hearing of the case. alleged
that Serajul Haq would not be
have impartially in the case as
he was an Awami League MP in
early 1970s and boyhood friend
of Bangabandhu.

The court while announcing
observations just helore the

pronouncement of the verdict
said the accusation was lolally
baseless as Serajul Haq was all
along a neutral person in the
case,

He did not influence the case,
said the judge. Rather. on many
occasions, he volunteered to
help meet the demands of the
delence side and accused per-
SONS.

BB governor
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posed for the post.
MR Khan's name was

dropped from the list in the
early stage. A strong lobby al-
legedly backed by a known
group of defaulters successfully
managed to get Ibrahim
Khalid's name dropped as he
always had a tough stand
against loan defaulters, the
sources said.

Dr Mashiur Rahman de-
clined the llnb as he was more
interested in a World Bank job,
the sources said. He also showed
the ground that the BB was dic-
tated by the finance ministry
and demanded full autonomy
for the Bank.

They waited
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bandhu, members of his family
and my father were punished.”
said Tanu, the eldest daughter
of slain Col Jamil.

She said: "We believe that no
such tragic incident will take
place in future, nor any one will
dare to patronise such killings."

Anjumanara Jamil MP, the
widow of Col Jamil, said: "I
have spent last 23 years with
pain and uncertainty. I couldn't
think that I would be able to see
the killers punished.”

"Today, my dream which |
cherished for Ynng 23 years has
come true,” she said.

u rted their involvement in
the killing.

2) Jobs of some accused in
foreign missions proved their
involvement.

3) Joining of some dis-
missed and retired officers
without the permission of the

|| What was the motive?

authority
4) Similarity in the state-
ments and information pro-

vided by accused Lt Col S Fa-
rooq, Lt Col Sultan Shahriyar
Rashid Khan, Lt Col Muhiuddin
and Taheruddin Thakur ...

5) Interviews given by Lt Col
Khandaker Abdur Rashid and
Lt Col Syed Faroogqur Rahman
to Sunday Times and another
with Grenada Television (in a
video cassette) identified them
as self-confessed killers.

6) Finally it has been proved
from different confessional
statements and witnesses that a
section of army officers along
with a few politicians for their
personal vengeance, resent-
ment and for lust for power
killed Bangabandhu and his
family members, according to
UNB.

Quake rocks Tokyo

TOKYO. Nov 8: A fairly
strong earthquake with a pre-
liminary magnitude of 4.9
shook Yokohama, Tokyo and
nearby areas tonight, but there
were no immediate reports of
damage or casualties, reports

" India beat
Zimbabwe

by 7 wkts

SHARJAH, Nov 8: India beat
Zimbabwe by seven wickets in
their Sharjah Champions' tro-
phy match today:

Scores: Zimbabwe 196 all
out in 49.5 overs. India 197 for
three in 40.4 overs, reports
Reuter.

Ershad's
reaction

Former president and Jatiya
Party Chairman H M Ershad
has said the nation has to ac-
cept the verdict in the Banga-
bandhu Murder Case.

"Those found guilty were
convicted,” he said in his initial
reaction to UNB.

Gen Ershad, a former army
chief, said the trial was held as

r law of the land and the judge
1as given his verdict according
to his findings.

“The ju ent has te be ac-
cepted by all," he said.

The JP leader said trial of all
killings should be held. He,
however, did not elaborate.

Bazlul Huda
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comprising Special Superin-
tendent and Supervising Officer
of the Bangabandhu Murder
Case Abdul Hannan Khan and
Assistant Superintendent of
Police (ASP) and Investigation
Officer (IO) of the case Abdul
Kahhar Akand had left Dhaka
for Thailand to bring back
Huda last week.

He was directly brought to
CID headquarters at Malibagh
from the Old Airport and later
sent to the Dhaka Central Jail
after completion of the formali-
ties through the judge of the
trial court.

Four CID inspectors es-
corted Major Huda from Tej-
gaon airport to the jail.

Huda was jailed in Bangkok
reportedly for shoplifting. He
was handed over to Bangladesh
following signing of an extradi-
tion treaty with Thailand.

Meanwhile., the security
measures in and around Thai
Embassy in the city was tight-
ened further as an anonymous
group had threatened a.bomb
attack if Huda wsas extradited to
Bangladesh.

BNP mum
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for the countrywide 48-hour
hartal starting this morning.

BNP activists were found at
the Naya Paltan. central office
and its city office at Nawab
Yusuf Market to inquire if there
was any programme for the day.
The usual practice on such oc-
casions is that public rallies are
held in front of the BNP city of-
fice from where party workers
parade the city thoroughfares.

According to insiders, BNP
policymakers preferred to
avoid confrontation yesterda
as the ruling party dominate
the city streets and also "not to
lose strength" by confronting
the DEP onents the day before
the 48-hour strike.
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